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43n CoNGRESS,} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
1st Session.

~10DOO

Ex.Doc.
{ No. 122.

\V AR.

MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TitA'NSl\HTTING

Cop,ies of the correspondence and papers relatit'e to the u:ar with the Jlfodoc
Indians in Southern Oregon and Northe~·n California, during tlte years
1872 and 1873.

FEBHCARY

10, 1Ri.t.-Rcferret1 to the Committee on Im1ian Afrairs and ordered to be
printed.

To the House of Representatives :

I have the honor to transmit, herewitll, reports from the Secretaries
of the War Department and Department of the Interior, to whom was
referred the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th of
January last, requesting" copies of all the correspondence between the
different Departments of the Government and the peace commissioners
during the war with the Modoc Indians, in Southern Oregon and Northern California, during the years 1872 and 1873; also, copies of all the
correspondence with, and orders issued to, the military authorities engaged in said war up to the period of the removal of said Modoc Indians from the States of Oregon and California."
U. S. GRA:XT.
ExECUTIVE l\lANSIO~, February HT, 187 4.

vv.A.R

DEP .A.R1':\IEN1',

Waskington City, February 10, 1874.
SIR: In compliance with your direction I have the honor to transmit,
herewith, copies of all the papers in possession of this Department in
relation to the Modoc war, called for by House resolution of Jan nary

7, 1874.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wl\I. \V. BELKNAP,
Sec1·etary of lfm·.
The PRESIDENT.

\V AR

DEPAR~MENT,
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, Feb1'um·y 10, 1874.

OFFICIAL COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE
RELATIVE TO THE

vVAR WITH MODOC INDIANS IN 1872-'73,
PREPARED

U~DER

RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES,
DATED

JANUARY 7, 1874.
Adjutant-General.

•

PAR 'l.,

I.

Preliminary cor-re&pondence showing causes ttchich led to hostilities, and tlte
circumstances under ttvhich military force was employed, together witlt
reports of opeTations up to the time of the appointment of peace commissioners.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., February 7, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the major-

general commanding the division, a copy of the correspondence in relation to tlle reported troubles with the Modoc Indians, referred to in my
report of the 3d instant. Tlle first is the complaint of J. M. True and
Andrew J. Barrett, transmitted by the commanding officer at Fort
Klamath, with copies of the letters to the superintendent of Indian
affairs, and to the commanding office!', Fort Klamath ; and the second
is a communication from the superintendent of Indian affairs, inclosing
a petition from citizens of Jackson County, Oregon, and asking for a
force to compel these Indians to return to the reservation, with copies
of letters to the superintendent and to the commanding officer at Fort
Klamath.
The treaty with the Klamaths, Modocs, and Yahooskin Snakes was
made on the 14th of October, 1864, and approved by the Senate, with
certain amendments, on the 2rl of July, 1866, but not :finally ratified
until the lOth of December, 1860. This long delay made the Indians
who were parties to the treaty very suspicious, and I have been informed
by the superintendent that when the treaty, as amended by the Senate,
was interpreted and explained to them, Captain Jack, the present leader
of the troublesome Modocs, protested that it did not represent what they
had agreed to. He was, however, convinced by the testimony of tlle
other chiefs, and finally assented to it. When they were established on
the reservation they went to work with a good deal of interest to build
cabins and inclose ground for cultivation, but were so much annoyed by
the Klamaths that they complained to the local agent, who, instead of
protecting them in their rights, endeavored to comproruise the difficulty
by removing them to another location. At this point the same difficulties recurred, and a third selection was made. The Modocs then abandoned the reservation, alleging that the last point selected was a trap to
place them in the power of their enemies, the Klamaths.
These changes were made without the concurrence of the superintendent, and I believe did not come to his knowledge until after the
}1odocs bad fled from the reservation.
All subsequent attempts to induce them to return have failed.
In the summer of last year, and in consequence of complaints against
these Indians, the superintendent sent commissioners to confer with
them, (see my reports of September 2 and November 3, 1871,) who authorized the J\fodocs to remain where they then were until the superintendent
could see them. This has been understood· as a settlement of the questi(\ns until some permanent arrangement could be made for them; and
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unless they have violated some subsequent agreement, I do not
that the immediate application of force as asked for would be either expedient or just. They should at least be notified that a new location
has been selected for them and provision made for their wants. They
should also be allowed a reasonable and definite time to remove their
families, and fully warned that their refusal or failure to remove to the
reservation within the appointed time would be followed by such measures as may be necessary to compel them.
I am not surprised at the unwillingness of the l\Iodocs to returu to
any point of the reservation where they would be exposed to the hostilities and annoyances they have heretofore experienced (and without
adequate protection) from the Kla.maths, but they have expressed a
desire to be established upon Lost River, where they would be frPefrom
this trouble, and the superintendent informed me last summer that he
would endeavor to secure such a location for them.
In no other respect are the Modocs entitled to much consideration,
and although many of the complaints against them have been found to be
greatly exaggerated, they are, without being absolutely hostile, sufficiently
troublesome to keep up a constant feeling of apprehension awong the
settlers.
Very respectfully, your obeuient seryant,
ED. R. S. CA~ll1,
Brigadier-General, Vommamlillff·
The Assrs'rAN'r ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Jlilitary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Gal.
[Indorsement.]
HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'HE PAUIFIC,

San Francisco, Febntary 21, 184::?.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, concurring in the
opinion of General Canby that no action should be taken toward a forcible removal of the l\fodoc Indians until the question of their permanent location is settled.
J. 1\I. SCHOFIELD, ·
Jlajor-General, Gommandin[J.

[1st inclosure.]
H~_\.DQU .\RTEns FOHT KLA.:\ I.HH,

OnEGos,

Janum·y 10, 1Si:2.

Sm: I have the honor to forward herewith inclosed affidavits of Mr. True, in relation to Indian di~turbances; also letter of :Mr. Bnruett.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant1
G. G. HUNTT,
Major First Carall"y, Comnwnding Po.,f.
ACTING ASSISTANT An.JUT A::'\"T-G ENERAL,

Department of the Columbia, Portla1Ul, 01"rg.

[2d inclosure.]

County of Jackson, ss:
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, th.is 3cl t1~.y of January, A. D.,
eio-hteen hundred and seventy-two, one J. M. True, of Lost RIVer, Oregon, who depo"Ses and says that certain Indians of the Moc..1oc tribe came to his (True's) house, and
knocked down the fences, which inclosed his ha.y-stacks, and turned their ponies on to

STATE Ol<' OHEGON,
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the bay, and also took hay away to their wigwams, and also fed hay to their ponies,
carrying it away nightly for several nights. They also stole household utensils from
}[r. Doten, and halters from Mr. Whitney, both of the aforesaid parties living near Mr.
True. They also ord~red Mr. True not to take away any hay belonging to him, (True,)
and demanded money from Mr. True. Captain Jack, chief of the Modocs, threatened
the lives of several white men, among others, :Messrs. Ball and Blair, living near Lost
River, Oregon.
Mr. True also believes there 'is u, likelihood of those threats being carried into effect.
J. M. TRUE.
Sworn to and subscribed before me at Fort Klamath, Oregon, this 3d day of January,
11372.
\V. L. CLARKE,
First Lientenant Ttcenty-thircl Iufantry, Adjutant.

[3tl iuclosure. l

Lnm:
SIR : The bearer of this is Mr. Charles True.

RIVER, OREGox,

Jan nary 2, 1872.
Mr. True resides on Lost River, near

the Modoc rendezvous, and owns a land-claim with stock. The Modoc Indians that
have been formerly so troublesome to the settlements in that vicinity have, of very recent
date, attempted to impose on Mr. True, and also others in that immediate neighborhood,
to my certain knowledge. If you can render us any service in having those threatening
marauders removed, we would be under great obligations. We all feel an equal interest in having t.hose Indians removed from our settlements and placed upon the reservation where they belong. Any statement that Mr. True makes I will vouch for, as I
:tm personally acquainted for several years with him, and know him to be a man of his '
word.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.AXDREW. J. B"CRXETT.
l\Iajor JACKSON,
Commanding Fort Klamath.

[4th inclosure.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART~rENT 01!' TilE COLU;\IRL\.,

Portland, Oreg., January 25, 1872.
SIR: The commanding general instructs me to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

munication of the lOth instant, transmitting affidavit and letter relative to depredations committed by Captain Jack's band of Modoc Indians, and to ask if you have any
further information regarding the report.
The commanding general desires that, in forwarding papers of this character, you aud
such information as you may have as to the reliability of the statements, and all facts
connected with them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Recon(l ..:l.rtillery, A . .LJ • .A. G.
The

Co:u:uA~DIXG OFFICER,

Port J{lmnath, Oregon.

[5th inclosure.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPAHT:\tE~'T 01!' THE COLU~IBI.\,

Portland, Oreg., Januct1'Y 25, 1872.

Sm: The commanding general instructs me to inclose for your information a copy
of a letter from the commanding officer Fort Klamath, forwarding statements relative
to depredations committed by Captain Jaek's band of Modoc Indians, and to ask you
to please furnish him, if you can, a tracing of the recent survey of the Klamath reservation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOTJIS V. CAZIARC,
Fi1·st Lientenant Second Artillay, A. A. A. G.
The

ScPEnDITEXDEXT

of

INDIAN AFFAIRS,

State of 01·egon, Salent, Oreg.
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[6th inclosure.]

AFFAms,
Salem, Oreg., Jannary 25, 1872.

OFFICE Sul'EIUNTENDENT INDI.\N

General

CA~nY,

Commandi11fl Department of Columbia, Po1·tland, Oreg. :
SIR: Inclosed please find petition from citizens of Jackson County, Oregon, for r&moval of Modoc Indians.
I would respectfully ask that the said Indians be removed to Yainax station, Klamath reservation, by the military force now at :Fort Klamath. I would also suggest
that sufficient force be sent on this mission to ensure success-say 50 men. I have
ordered arrangements made to subsist the Modocs at the place above named, and have
instructed E. D. Applegate, commissary at Yainax, to confer with commander of post
and to accompany said exreuition if agreeable to your department. Now, if it is not
consistent with your views on this subject to comply with the above request, I would
respectfully ask that a military force of the number desi,gnated be placed, snhject to
requisition of Commissary Applegate for the purpose above stated. Winter is the only
time to successfully operate against these Indians.
I regret very nmch the necessity of this action, bnt the peace antl welfare of white
settlers and Iudians demand that it be done promptly.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHA~I,
Superintendent of Indian ~ J.ffctirs in Oregon.

[7th i:lclosnre. ]

Hou.

~\..

B.

MK\CIIA:\! 7

Stt]-erintcmlent of Inclian ..:lffairs :

General CANBY,

Commanding Depm·tment of Columbia :
\Ve, the undersigned citizens ofLost andLinkHiver, Klamatl1, and TuleLake countrr,
after suffering yea-rs of annoyance from the presence of the Modoc Indians, whi1,
through the delay of the Indian and Military Departments, have not been removed to the reservation as required by the treaty stipulations of 1865, entered
into by the authorized agents of the Government and the chiefs of the Modoc Indians, by which all their lauds were ceded to the United States excep~
those embraced in the reservation, as stipulated in said treaty; but notwithstanding all the conditions of said treaty have been faithfully performed on the part of
the Government, it is a well known fact that a factions band of the l\Iodocs of about
three hundred, who were parties to that treaty have, through the influence of citizens
of an adjoining State, ·w ho have been engaged in au illicit traffic with them, instigated to set the authority of the Governmeut at defiance, and to utterly refuse compliance with their treaty stipulations by not going on the reservation; and since there
is no longer any conflict b etween the Indian and Military Department, such as prevented Subagent Applegate from bringing these Indians on the reservation, we
therefore make this earnest appeal to you for relief, knowing that you have the cavalry
force we petitioned to be sent to Fort Klamath two years ago for this specific purpose
at your command. We ask yon to use for the purpose for which it was procured,
that the departments, both civil and military, have not been kept ignorant of the fact
that we have been repeatedl.Y on the verge of a desolating Indian war with this band
of outlaws, who, by your delay to enforce the treaty, have been ledlto despise rather
t,han respect the authority of the Government. Their long continued success in defying its authorities has emboldened them in their defiant and hostile bearing until
further forbearance on our part would cease to be a virtue; that in many instances our
families have become alarmed at their threats to kill and burn, until:we were compelled
to remove them for safety across the Cascade Mountains, thereby suffering great loss of
time and property. That tile agent at Klamath and commissary at Yainax, during this
long delay growing out of this unfortunate conflict of departments, have clone all ther
could to prevent a war, and bring about an amicable adjustment of onr troubles we have
no reason to doubt; but we ask now, since no such conflict exists, shall a petty Indian
chief, with twenty desperadoes, and a sq uallid band of three hundred miserable savages
any longer set at defiance the strong arm of the Government, driving our citizens from
their homes, threatening their lives, and destroying their property. Their removal to
the reservation in the winter season may be easily accomplished by any one acquainted
with them aud their country, and will not require more force than can be fnruishecl
from Fort Klamath. We recommend Com. A. D. Applegate, of Yainax, to the consideration of the department as a suitable mau to take charge of any forces or expedition looking to their removal. His long connection with the In<liau Department,
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and thorough knowledge of them and their country, and all facts connected with this
whole Modoc question, and as a stock-raiser equally interested with us in their removal, point him out to us as the right man in the right place, in charge of this much
needed expedition for the removal of this band of Modocs to their reservation, for which
we, your petitioners will ever pray.
Signed bySimpson Wilson.
I. N. Shook.
Samuel Colver.
Thomas Wilson.
James H. Calallan. Frank Hefl.ing.
James Ninson.
David P. Shook.
G. S. Miller.
I. J. Brattam.
H. Dnncan.
Ed win Crook.
A. C. Modie.
D. C. Eilgor.
Joseph Longell.
0. H. Swingle.
Willis Hall.
C. A. Miller.
E. Hall.
I. C. Turindge.
H. Hall.
G. B. Van Ripser.
P. H. Springer.
I. T. Heant.
J. V. Kuhn.
Joseph Seeds.
H. Berlmaun.
John E. Naylor.
Thomas Callar.
George Vuen.
Edward Overton.
G. M. Rambo.
Witliam Roberts.
Drur:v Davis.
\V. Dingman.
J olm Gat trod.
W. Hicks.
John Clean.
\V. H. Miller.
0. A. Stearns.
Isaac Harris.
0. L. Stearns.
George Thomas.
Johu Fulkerson.

[Bth inclosure.]
HE.\.DQUARTERS DEPART.MEXT OF nm CoLU71IIHA,

Portland, 01·eg., February 5, lbi2.
Sm: I haYe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of Ja.nnary 25, in relation to the Mudoc Indians, antl also of the sketch of the Klamath
reservation, as recently surveyed, which reached me on Saturday.
Referring to the report of the commissioners appointed by yon to confer with the
J!odoc chie£~, and transmitted in your letter of August 28, lt:!71, I :fi.ucl it stated as
the result of that conference, "Under the circumstances we did not think it advisable
to talk very much with them further than to advise them not to do anything that
would have a tendency to cause any collision between them and the settlers; to remain
where they were until'they saw you; not to resist tile military under any circumstances.
aucl to pay no attention to the talk of irresponsible parties. This has IJeen understood
as a temporary setlement of the question, and as authorizing them to remain for that
time, at the point wllere they were founrl by t!Je commissioners. Unless some different
arrangement has since been made I t!Jink that it would. not be expedient or politic to
send a military force against these Indians, or at least until notitied of the determination of the Goyernment of the point at wllich they are at be established, and fully
warned that they will be treated as enemies if, witllin a reasonable and specified time,
they do not establish themselves as required. I shall be pleased to llear from you fully
upon this subject and as early as may be convenient, and, in the me:tutime, will send
a copy of your communication to the commanding officer at Fort Klamath to take all
necessary measures to protect the settlers against hostilities from the Mod.ocs, aud to
be prepared to aid in their removal to the point indicated in yonr commnuieation,
shonld forcible means become necessary.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY.
Brigadier-Geneml Commanding.
Hon. A. B. MlUCIIAM,
Snperinteudent of indian Affairs fur Oregon, Salem, Oreg.

[9th inclosure. I
HEADQUARTERS Dl~PARTMEXT OF TilE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., February 6. l tli2.
Sm: The commanding general instructs me to inclose for your information a copy
Qf a communication from the superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon, in relation to
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t he Mouoc Inuians, and of the general's letter to him in reply thereto. He is not disposed to use military force, as desired by the superintendent, until satisfied ofits full
necessity, and after an other proper means have been resorted to, and failed to accomplish the desired result, and in relation to which you will hereafter be instructed. In
the meantime he directs that all necessary measures be taken to protect the settlers in
the vicinity of your post from the hostilities of these Indians, if any such are threatened, and that any complaints of depredations or other acts of hostility committed by
these Indians be at once and as fully as possible investigated and the result reported.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lientenant Second A1·tillery, _J. A . .J. U.
The Co:-.nuxorxG Ot•' ~<'ICER,
Furt Klamath, Oregon.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLU~IBI.A,

Portlcmd, Oreg., February 20, 1872.
Srn.: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the majorgeneral commanding the division, copy of the instructions given the
commander of the District of the Lakes, in relation to the apprehended
trouble with the Modoc Indians, and also of the correspondence upon
the same subject with the superintendent of Indian affairs for this State.
I have considered this necessary in order to prevent collisions between
the settlers and the Indians, and the presence of the troops will allay
the apprehensions of the whites, (often the cause of the trouble we wish
to avoid,) and will exercise a salutary influence over the evil disposed
of both classes. It will be seen by the papers transmitted by t.he superintendent, that the question of providing a new location for the Modoc&
has been submitted by him to the Oomwissioner of Indian Affairs, and
as I am fully satisfied that the Modocs will gladly settle at any point
where they can be protected from the hostilities of the Klarnaths, I consider it very important that all proper m8ans to prevent a collision
should be adopted.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen~ ant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Briga.dier- General Oornmanc1ing~
A SSISTANT ADJU'l'ANT-GENERAL,

JlfilUa-ry

Dirision of the Pacific, San Francisco, Gal.
[Indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS MIL. DIY. OF THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Feb. 28, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General; apprm,.ing the action
taken by the general commanding the Department of the Columbia.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
.Major- General Oommwnding.
[1st inclosure.]
HEADQUARTEHS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUl\IBL\.,

Portland, Oreg., F~Jbntary 16, 1872.
SIR: The relations between the settlers on Link and Lost Rivers and the Modoc Int.lians are, as you will see by the papers heretofore and herewith transmitted to you, of
such a character as to lead to serious apprehension of collisions, that may result in hostilities, and in order to avert this result and to give protection to the settlers, the commanding general directs that you at once establish a force of fifty or sixty cavalry, at
the point in that section of the country which yon may consider best calculated to secure these ends. He desires that yon will take this force in nearly equal proportions.
from the cavalry companies at Fort Klamath and Camp \Varner, in order to avoid delaying the movement of the companies of the 23d Infantry, or the alternat.ive of leav-
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ing these posts without garrisons, if orders for their movement shouhl be received.
before the duty now directed is completed. The point to be selected should of course
be the one most convenient for any military operations that may become necessary, but
all possible consideration must also be given to the question of sheltering tho men and
animals of the command employed on this duty. Yainax station, on Sprague River,
is suggested by the snperinteudent of Indian affu,irs, in his commnnication of the 25th
ultimo, and if there be unoccupied lmildiugs at that. station, it iH possiule that arrangements may be made with the Indian Dt!partment fur the necessary storage and shelter,
if that point he suitable in otllCr respects.
The snpplies- for the use of this command " ·ill be drawn either from Camp 'Varner
or Fort Klamath, as may be most economical and convenient, bnt preferably from the
latter post, as the snrplns on h:md is greater at that post than at Camp vVarner.
It will probably be more economical to purchase the forage for the animals than to
tmnsport it from eit:iler post, and if you find it cxpe£1ient to adopt this conrse ;you will
eause the necessary arrangements for the payment to be made in accordance \Yith the
provisions of General Orders No. 13, Military Didsion of tlle Pacific, 1t371.
A statement of the quantit.y of sn!Jsistcuce stores on baud at Fort Klamath by the
last returns is herewith transmitted.
You will, of course, limit the supplies to ,,·hat is ilHli:-.pcnsable for the health of the
command, and efficient servicP. in the field.
As the command will probably be oblig~d to operate by detachments it should be as
fnlly officered as possible, and yon will select t!Jem from those of ]mown energy alll1
discretion.
Yon wiil be careful to imprPss upon the commanc1ing offic<>r that the object in view
is not to make war npon the :;\lodocs, but if possible to avert wnr by preventing collisions between them and the settlers, and taking such other measures as may be nece<;~ary to keep the peace and secnre the settlers from depredations and hostilities. The
knowledge that troops are in the neighborhood and to be employetl for these purposes
will restore confidence among the settlers and impress the Indians with the importance
antl necessity of good conduct.
The inclosed papers will show yon that the questiou of sel ecting a new location for
the .Modocs has been submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by the superin
tendent for Oregon, and nntil that question is determined it is not intended that forcible measures should be resorted to, unless the hostile attitude of tho Indians should
leave you no other alternative; but yon will co-operate with the agents of that department in their effo1ts to briul! these llldians in, and establish them at the point that has
been or may IJe selected tor that purpose, and it is believed that by proper communication and representation this may be done qnietly and peaceably and that the Modocs
will be very willing to remaiu at that place until the t'J.Uestion of their ultimate location
is determined.
The comma,nding general ennsiders this poi11t of so much importance that he desire;;
that you will, as far as possiiJle, give it your personal attention, as he relies greatl.\'
upon your experience and your knowledge oft hese Imlia11s to bring a.l>ont so desirable
a result.
In conclusion he desires me to say that a tlepredation or rouber? committed by at~
individual Indian is not to he taken as evidence of the hostility of the entire tribe,
aHhongh all proper efforts will be made to arrest the offenders and. bring them to trial
and punishment; but if hostilities should actually be commenced or be inevitable, the·
most prompt and energetic measures must be adopted to suppress and punish them,
and to this end all the resources in men and material at the posts in the District of the
Lakes will be at your disposal, taking the precaution, if it should be necessary to nse th(•
infantry at any of these posts, that they should not be committed to duty tuat wonl<l
interfere with the contemplated transfer.
Very respectfully, your obedient ::;crvant,
(Signed)
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Seconcl ..::1..rtillery, ..1. A . ..d. G.
The co~DIAJ\TDING 0FFICEn,
District of the Lakes, Camp Wctrner, Oreg.

f2d inclosure.]

Extract from statement of subsistence stores in rations remaining on hand at posts
in the Department of the Columbia, December 31, 1871.
14,394
Pork . _..... ___ ... _•• ~- . _. - - •..•.... - - ..... - - - - . - - - - - -- · - - - - · · - - · - - - - - · - ·
7,937
Bacon . ___ • _............... - ... - . - .•• - ...• - - - .. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - · - · - - - - - Fresh beef .. ___ ..... __ ...... _... __ ••.. - - ... - - - - . - .. - . - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Contract.
58,777
Flour ............... ____ ... ___ .. - - _- •. - - _- .. - - - - ....... - - - .. - - - ... - - - - . 3,081
Hard bread ........................ ----···-··----·--- .... ----·--···-·--··
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Beans .............................................•.....................
Rice ..................•................................. - - ..•...........
Coffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • •.......•........ ____ ........ _... .
Tea ...•... - - - - - - - - - . - - - - - · - - - - - --- · - - - - - - · - - - -- ·- - - -- · - - -- · - - - - - - -· · · · -·
Sugar .....•....•.................................••.......••. _. _.. _..... .
Vinegar ...•.......••....................................................
Candles ................................................................ .
Soap ...•............................... - . -- ........... - ....... - ........ .
Salt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... _. . . ......... ___ ...-...... _....... _... _.. .
l.>epper ................................................................. .

FoRT

Captain
KL.DIATH , Omw., December 31, 11:!71.

QIHl

W. H.BELL,
Commissary of Subsistence, r.

s ..4.

(3d inclosme.]
OFFICE SUPJ<;RI.NTENDENT INDIAN AFlc.\JHS,

Salem, 01·eg., February 8, 1872.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant.
In reply, in part, submit herewith copy of letter to Commissioner on this subject.
Further would state that I had in my annual report for 1871 recommended that a
small reservation be made for the Modoc Indians at the north end of Modoc Lake. No
action has been bad by the Department that I am aware of. My reasons for asking
assistance are set forth, or rather suggested, by the petition forwarded to yon, otherwise I would have deferred action uutil such time as instructions might be forwarded
from Washington City. Since my letter to you, I have received a communication from
Ron. Jesse Applegate on this Modoc question, a copy of which please find incloseu herewith.
I have also learned from J.D. Applegate, commissary in charge ofYainax, and from
J. N. High, Indian subagent at Klamath, that hostilities were imminent.
I am of the opinion that any attempt to arrest the chief and his body-guard will be
resisted uy them, and serious consequences may result. Nevertheless, the white settlers must be protected.
In your letter you refer to the agreement made with commissioners sent by this department last July, and suggested that no action be bad until they were uotified to
place themselves on the reservation, &c.
That council was held at Clear Lake, some sixty miles southeast of Modoc Lal<e, where
they are now located. Hence you perceive t.hey have not kept their part of the
agreement, and have forfeited any claim they might have had to forbearance.
I do not realize that there is any unjustifiable breach of our part of the compact of
July last, by compelling them to go on their reservation. Had they behaved honestly,
and on thP-ir part maintai'ned peaceable relations with the white settlers, they might
have remained at Modoc Lake undisturbed.
Such Las not been the case, and, much as I regret the necessity for forcible arreRt and
return to the reservation, I can see no other way to secure peace and mete out justire.
I would respectfully recommend that the commander at Fort Klamath be instructed
to arrest the chief aml five or six of the head-men, and hold them in confinement until
bome furtber orders shall have been received fi.'om Department at Wa:shington
City.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintencleut Indian Affairs in ONgon.
Gen. ED. C.\.XBY,
Commanding 1Jepa1·tmeut of the Co lumbia, Portland, Oreg.

(4th inclosure.]
OFFICE ScPERINTE:NDENT l:NDIA~ AFFAIRS

Salem, Oreg., January 2i, l8i2.
Sm: I wonl<l respectfully call attention to matters pertaining to Modoc Indians in
my third annual report. Previously a full history of the trouble had been submitted
t o your ofHce.
The case now stands that the Modocs, cumbering 300 souls, belong by treaty to Kla-
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math, but baYe not resided within the limits of the reservation except perhaps three
months, being in 1870.
They were ill-treated and abuserl by the Klamath Indians, and tile subagent failing
to protect them, they vacated. Peace has been disturbed, anrl danger seems imminent,
and, on a strong petition of the white settlers of the Modoc conntry, I lu1ve mad('} a
requisition on the commander of the Department of the Colnmbia for assistance, copy
of which is herewith transmitted.
If my action is not approved, it would seem necessary to conoterm;tnd by telegraph ;
otherwise, the attempt to arrest the leaders will be made, and war may eusne.
I have suggested in my annual report an alternative, but it bas not received any
attention known to this office. I should regret bloodshed, but I am powerless to prevent it, without I a.m authorized to locate t.hese people on a new home. They steadily
declare their determination to resist any effort to remove them.
I had a consultation with Ron. F. H. Brunot on this subject, and had hopctl to awrt
any serious action until the whole matter could have beeu adjusted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACH.Uf,

Sup't Iudian . l.fJ'air& i11 Oregon.
Hon. F. A.

\V.\J,KRR,

Commis8ion er Indian .Jjfairs, Tra Nltiugtoa, D. C.

[ :itl! indO!illT'C. )
Yo:\'C .\LL\, 0REGox,
F~Jbntm·y 1, l b72.

D~:AR Sm: I presume upon tile nrgency of the caRe ns my excuse for again troubling
you alwut tile Modoc Iudians now liviug on Modoc Lake.
I am, as you know, much in favor of treating ludians with forbearance an!l humanity, aud as there were some just grounds for tile tlis<,lontent of this bawl of 1fodocs, I
fully approved of yonr purpose last summer to place these Indians on a reservation to
themselves. But it seems such an arrangement has even more difficulties in and objections to its execution than was then considered. If these Indiaus were of the quiet,
orderly disposition that tile ruajorit.y of Oregon lllllians are, these difficnlties would
not exi~t; there would "be less opposition to the nwasure frow th e white settlers of that
country, and they would in the end become reconciled to it.
Hut that they are not obedieut, quiet, and orderly, is proYen hy tlwir absence from
the reservation assigned them.
Having broken av;ay from the resen·ation, iu defiance of the agent aud the military,
and conciliatory means alone resort.ed to to inflnce them to return, they h;we misnn<lerstood your forbearance and humanity, and think your policy dictate<l by weaknes ,
and fear, and the impunity wi'th which they commit aggressions aud levy" blackmail" upon the settlers, encourages an<l confirms that belief.
From adviccs from that quarter, their arrogance and impudence have b een greater
than ever before, aud the patience and forbearance of the settlers ruost inclined to
peace is well-nigh exhausted.
The Indians help themselves to what they want wheu, by intimidation, they fail to
obtain permission. Instead of a more friendly feeling growing up between the races,
the hatred of the one and the assurance of the other is by this conduct continually
intensified, an<l open hostilities may, any day, commence between them. This state of
things discourages new settlers, and keeps those in the country in a feverish state of
uneasiness and alarm, and instead of their increased numoers driving the Indians into
better behavior, the numbers of Indians are constantlyrecruited by the bad and discontentecl flung to them from the neighboring reservations, and they being concentrated
in a body, they actually hold the settlements on Lost and Link Rivers at their mercy,
and, being perfectly aware of this fact, they use it to their own advantage. These
Indians sold the country they now forcibly occupy, and years ago received their part
of the payment. If the humanitarians who now control Indian affairs have no regard
for the lives of white men, women, aml children, there are reasons for tile removal of
these Indians to their reservation wbich may be in accordance with their tender sympathy for the welfare of the Indians themselves. \Vhile a body of inf1ependeut and defiant
Indians makes a" city of refup;e" within a day's travel of two reservations, it will
scarcely be possible to introduce or enforce the discipline so necessary and proper a
preliminary to the pious and innocent life the Indians are to live under their auspices.
''Moral suasion" may not be a sufficient restraint upon t.ile Yicious red any more than
upon the vicious wilite man; some kind of physical punishment must be the penalty
of crime, at least until the moral lessons have bad time to bear fruit; such impious
characters, until they learn to be "meek under chastening," will fly to the" city of ref-
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·uge," rather th:m quietly submit to be hanged, whippecl, or otherwise punished
their crimes; llence those most in need of the lessons of the moral teacher will be
of his reach.
Poets anu moralists agree that the " untutored savage" is also a" wild man,"
like other wild animals they chafe and fret under any kind of restraint; they
prefer the liberty and license of the " city of refuge" to even the mild restraints
pious life on the reservation ; and the consequence will be that the" city of
will overflow with inhabitants and the reservation be desolate.
The people of the city of refuge, like those of other cities, must be fed and
The white settlers in its vicinity, having by their stock and farming OP4~ratiOJil8 :
diminished the spontaneous productions of the land, will have to pay tribute to
city.
'_fhe collectors of the taxes may be rude, rough men, (reel though they he,) who
not likely to observe those formalities wllich reconcile" tamP." people to be robbed in
the name of the law. Some sett,l ers, not having the fear of God before their eyes, nor
appreciating the just right of the red man to rob them, may try to prevent the taxcollector from driving off their horses or butchering their cattle. This will cause strife
between the red man and the white, and both wicked white anu innocent red men also
may come to grief in the scuffle.
In tenderness, therefore, to the poor Indian, they bad better be removed out of harm'
way, and the city of refuge on Modoc Lake broken up.
If this is not done before spring opens it cannot be done this year. As well expect
to collect the coyooos out of that region of rock, mountain, and morass, as the Indians
in the summer season.
No kinu of force can pursue as fast as they can retreat, and the mititary force on
the Pacific is insufficient to hunt them out and ront them from their fastnesses. And
as it would be with the red men a struggle for life anu liberty, many of their valuable lives might be unavoidably taken in the strugo·le, and some white men may be
killed, who are not as deserving of our sympathy, a~e in as much need of being under
the benign influence of the gospel of peace as the Intlians themsches.
Very respectfully1 yours,
JESSE APPLEGATE.
Ron. A. B. ME .\CIIA:\I, Supt. l11d. Affairs.
I certify that the foregoing is a trne cop:r of the original on .file in this office.

C. S. 'YOOD"WORTH,
Chief Clerk.

ruth inclosure.]
IIE.mQUARTEHS

DEPAnnmxT OF nm Cor.mmH,
Portlancl, Oreg., Jiebruary 17, 1872.

Sm: I hnsc the honor to acknowleuge the receipt of your communication of the
8 th instant, and to state for your information that these papers will be submitted to
the division commander, in connection with the correspondence which preceded it,
anu which has already been forwarded. In the mean time I have instructed the commander of the district of the lakes to establish a cavalry force of fifty or sixty men
at some point in that section which is most suitable for the protection of the settlers.
Yainox Station bas been suggested, and will probably be selected by him for this purpose, and I have to request that you will instruct the agent to give the commanding
officer any facilities in sheltering and supplying his command that- may be given without embarrassment to the operations of your department, and if there be any forageor
other supplies not needed for your own use you will authorize its transfer, to be paid
for by the proper departments of the Army.
The commanding officer has been advised that the question of new location for the
Modoc Indians has been submitted by you to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and
that pending the decision of this question force will not be used by the military to
c ompel the return of the Modocs to tbe reservation, but that he will co-operate fully
with the agents of your department in any efforts that may be made to estaolish them
peaceably at any point that may be selected, and to keep them there until the question is settled.
He has also been instructed to give as complete protection as possible to the settlers,
and that while robberies and depredations committed by individual Indians are not
to be taken as determining the hostile attitude of the tribe, every proper effort will be
made to arrest and punish the offenders.
The present duty of the military is to protect the inhabitants, and, if possible, to keep
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the peace until these questions haye been decided by the authority to which the;y have
ueen submitted.
If this cannot be done, the commanding officer is instructed to use all the means in
his district for the prompt suppression of hostilities and punishment of the guilty.
Very respectfully, your obe(lient seryant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadia-Gencml Commanding.
The ScrEmNTEXDEXT oF Ixnux AFF.\IHS,
Slate of 01·egon, Salem, Org.

[7th inclosure.-Confitlential.]

HEADQU.\TITETIS DEPATIT:\IKXT OF TilE COLU:\IIHA,
Portland, Oreg., February 17, 11372.
Sm.: Although you are probably aware of the general facts, I think it proper to inYite your attention to the complic::ttion in the affairs of the Modoc ::tnd Klamath Indians, growing out of the attempts that have been or will be made to secure a portion
of the lands reserved for them under claims for settlement, grants for military and
railroads, or as swamp-l::tnds. The treaty was made on the 14th of October, 1864, but
was not finally ratified until the lOth of December, 1869, and procl::timed by the President on the 17th of .January, 1870. In this interval a portion of the reservation (in
Sprague River Valley) was surveyed, opened for sale and settlement, and grants for
military and railroad purposes were made by Congress. It is claimed that these are
operative within the lin tits of the reservation as well as elsewhere, because the grants
were made before the final ratification of the treaty. It is also understood that draining operations are in contemplation, which, althongh they are to be carried on outside
of its limits, will hav-e the effect of destroying the value of large portions of the reservation for the purposes for which it was reserved.
The determination of these questions does not, in any ·w ay, belong to the military authorities, and they are brought to your notice as giving a possible motive for some of
the complaints against these Indians, and as an additional reason for careful investigation bofore taking any positive action against them.
·
It appears to be conceded that the Modocs and Klamatbs cannot live together in
peace, and the superintendent has suggested a new location for the Modocs. Pending
the action upon this suggestion, this difficulty has come up, and while, it is clearly
the duty of the military to protect the settlers from the depredations or hostilities of
the Indians, it is equally their duty to avert any collision that may prevent or delay
the quiet and peaceable settlement of this quest.ion.
Our duty is, if possible, to keep the peace until it is settled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier· General Commaudi11{f flepa rtment.
ThE> Co~DIA:Xl>lXG 0FFICJW,
Di81ricl of the Lake.~ , Cam1> Warner, Oreg.

""\Y.A.R DEPARTMENT,
TYashington City, .March 19, 1872.
Sm,: This Department is in receipt of reports and a voluminous correspondence in relation to apprehended and reported trouble with the
Modoc Indians, forwarded uy the commanding general of the Department of the Columbia, in which arises a question as to their removal
from their present location to another and more permanent one.
Copies of all the papers bearing upon this matter have been prepared
and are herewith inclosed for your information, and with a view to enabling the proper officials to take, intelligently! such action as seemR to
be demanded in the interest of the Government ;:tnd of the Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. "\Y. BELKNAP,
Secretary of Trar.
The llon. the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPART:i\ffiNT OF THE 00LU:\1BI.A 7

Portland, Oreg., lllarch 5, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith copies of communications
with the governor of Oregon, the superintendent of Indian affairs, and
the commanding officer, Fort Klamath, having reference to the threatened difficulties with the Modoc Indians, for the information of tbe division commander.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. OA~RY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Department.
The ASSISTANT AD.JUTANT-GENERAL,
.J.11ilitary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Gal.
[Indorsement.]

P .ACIFIC,
San Francisco, Jllarch 12, 181:?.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General.
J. M. SCHOFIET.,D,
Major- General Commanding.
HEADQUAR'l'ERS :MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'HE

rlst

inelosure.J

HEADQUARTERS FORT KLA:'IIATH, OREGON,

Ji'ebntal'y ltl, 18i2.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnnicati'ou of February 6, 1872, inclosing copy of letter of Hon. A. B. Meacham to General Cauuy, and the
general's reply, relating to the Modoc Indians.
At present these Indians are not disturbing the settlers, or giving any trouble. The
instructions as given in your letter I will make every effort to carry out. If any complaints of depredations or other acts of hostility are committed by these Indians I will
at once fully investigate them and report the result.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. G. HUNT,
Jiajo1· First Caralry, Commanding Po8f.
A CTIN<>- ASSIST.\NT AD.JUTA.J."'\'T-GENERAL,

Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.

f2d inclosure.J
OFFICE SUPERI~TEXDENT INDIAN Al!'FAinS,

Salem, 01'eg, &bru(t1'Y UJ, le7;!.

Sm.: Governor Grover has this day called on me and is very solicitous about Modoc
matters. I have no further official information, but from private letters learn that
white settlers are mak!ng preparations for self-defense. I can only renew my recommendation that the Modoc chief and his bead-men be placed under arrest at Fort Klamath.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B.

~lEACHAM,

Superintendent Indian A.tfairs in 01 egou.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding, {Jc., Pm·tland, Oreg.

3d inclosure.]
STATE OF 0HEGOX, EXECUTIYE 0FFICJ~,

Salern, l!'ebnw1·y 20, 18i2.

SIR : I have the honor to inclose herewith a petition from the citizens of the Link River
country, in Jackson County, Oregon, referring to the disturbed condition of the Indians in that region, and asking my influence to assist them in procuring relief from
threatened Indian hostilities.
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It appears to me that there is gr01ind for serious difficulty with the II1diaus in th a t
quarter, and I confidently trust yon will be impresseu with a like view of the matter.
The superintendent of Indian affairs at this place agrees with me that sometlJing
should be done to arrest the present tendency to disturbance, and to let the Indian3
feel that a re~tmining hand is over them.
1 therefore solicit your attention to be given to the subject of this petition, which is
composed, to my knowledge, of names of l"espectable citizens.
I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. F. GROVER,
GoveJ'/101' of Oregon.
Maj. Gen. Eo. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Department Columbia.
14th inclosure.]

HBADQUARTERS DEPART:\'CENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., Febnwry 21, 18i2.
Rm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yest t> rclay, inclosing a petition from citizens of Jackson Connty for protection against the
Modoc Indians, and to state for yonr information that on the 16th instant instructions
were sent to the commariding officer District of the Lakes to establish a sufficient cavalry force in that neigbl.>orhood to give protectio11 to the settlers. Instructions bad
previously been sent (Fel.>ruary 6, 1872) to the commanding officer at Fort Klamath to
take all necessary measures for the protection of the settlers of Jackson County.
It is believed that the presence of the troops will l.>e sufficient to restore confidence
and restrain the evil-disposel1 among the Indians until arrangements can be ma(lc for
carrying ont the determination of the Indian Department in relation to them. Uutil
the questions which have been submitted by the snperintendent to the Commissioner
of Iudian Affairs have been decirled, it is obviously our duty, while giving protecti on
to the settlers, to prevent a war if possible. If that cannot be done, all the force th a t
may be ntJedecl for its snppressiou and for the protection of the inhabitants will be applied, and the commander of the district has been so instructed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Bl'igadier-Genem J Comman(ling.
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF 0REGO~; Salem, Oreg.

[5th inclosure.]

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFF.UHS,
Salent, Oreg., February 22, 1872.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 17th instant.
In reply, woulu respectfully suggest Linkville or Langell's Valley as a more eligible
point from which to operate with cavalry against the .Modocs than Yaiuax.
Reason 1st. The first two named places are situated within four or five hours' ril1e of'
the Modoc camp, without mountain or other impediments to travel. Yainax is distaut
some tifty or sixty miles from the .Modoc camp, with mountains intervening.
2d. I doubt whether shelter, supplies, or forage can be furnished at Yainax, while
doubtless all these indispensables can be readily ol.>tained at Linkville or Langell's
Valley.
No protection is asked for by Commissary Applegate at Yainax, and I believe the
presence of a cavalry force at Linkville or Langell's would intimillate and hold iu
subjection the .Modocs and give assurance to the white settlers of protection, whic~ it
wonld not if stationed at Yainax.
Having only a sincere desire to preserve the peace and do equal and exact justice to
all int,erested parties, I venture the suggestion, founded on pe1·sonal knowledge of the
country and circumstances.
If, however, it shall be decided to establish a cavalry station at Yainax, the Indian
Department will co-operate with and fumish sucll shelter, supplies, aud forage as mny
be available.
A copy of communication to Commissary Applegate -on this subject is herewith
transmit ted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent Indian Ajfai1s in Oregon.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Depal'tment Colnmbia, Portla.nd, 01·eg.

H. Ex.122-2
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[6th inclosure!.]
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Sulern, Oreg., Ftbmary 2t,

Sm: Inclosed herewith find copy of correspondence with the ruilitary d
from which yon will learn the present status of things in general.
If the corumander of the District of the Lakes should decide to locate a
tion at Yainax, you will furnish such shelter, supplies, and forage as
command, without doing injustice to the department or Indians, and ot
operate with the military department. My opinion as to the proper location
cas alry station has been expressecl to General Canby, and reasons given therefor.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

. A. B.

MEACHA~I,

Supe1·intendent Indian AffairB in Oregoa.

J. D.

Esq.,
Commissa1·y in charge, Po1·tland, Oreg.

APPLEGATE,

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington City, JJim·ch 27, 1872.
SIR: In connection with previous papers on the subject, trau
to you on tlle 19th instant, I ba\e the honor to inclose b
yonr information, copies of further papers received at this DPn:ur.rnP.laiC
in relatiou to the threatened difficulties with the Modoc Indians.
Very respectfully, your oLedient servant,
W. W. BBLKNAP,
Secretary of lVar.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

HEADQUAR'l'ERS DISTRICT OF 'l'HE LA.ICES,

Oarnp Warner, Oreg., March 10, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following
communications, viz:
1. Confidential letter with reference to 1\fodoc Indians, headquarte1'8
Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg., February 17,1872, signed
E. R. S. Canbyt Brig. Gen. Commanding.
2. Headquarters Department of Columbia, Portland, Oreg., February
lG, 1872. Louis V. Oaziarc, First Lieutenant Second Artillery, A.~
A. G. Gives commanding officer district of the lakes certain instructions with reference to· Modoc Indians.
3. Office Superiutendent of Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg., January 27,
1872. A. B. Meacham, superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon.
Copy of letter to Hon. F. A. Walker, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
"'\-Vashington, D. C., with reference to Modoc Indians.
4. Yoncalla, Oreg., FelJruary 1, 1872. Jesse Applegate. Copy of le~
ter of A. B.l\tleacham, superintendeut Indian a:ffairs, Salem, Oreg., with
reference to Mouoc Indians.
5. Office Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Salem! Oreg., February
8, 1872. A. B. Meacham, superintendent Indian affairs in Oregon.
Copy of letter to General E. R .. S. Can by, commanding Department of
Colnm bia, with reference to Modoc Indians.
G. Extract of report of chief commissary Department of the Columbia, showing amount of CQmmissary supplies on hand at Fort Kl!lmath,.
Oregoe.
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7. Tracing of plat of Klanuith Indian reservation.
Aetion will be taken at once, nuder my personal superintendence, a.
report of which will be made from time to time, as circumstances may
seem to require.
·
From report of Major Eggleston, who has rece-ntly been through this
country of the Modocs, and others, I do not anticjpate any serious
trouble.
The original package came via Fort Klamath, and arrived abont 12
o'clock rn.; al.wut 10 minutes previous a copy of same arrived via Camp
Hanwv.
''v ery respectfully, your obe(~ient servant,
ELMER OTIS,
Major First Ccwalry, Commanding.
ASSISTANT AD JUT .ANT-G ENER.AL,

DepaYtment of the Colwnbia, Portland, Oreg.
[ ls t indorsement.]
HE.ADQUAR'l'ERS DEP.AR'l'~ENT OF THE COLUl\fBI.A,

Portland, Oreg., .JllaYch 30, 1872.
Respectfully forwarderl. to the assistant adjutant-general, l\filitary
Division of the Pacific, for the information of the ruajor-general commanding.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
BYigadieY General Comnwnding.
[2d indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERs MrLI'l'.ARY Drv. OF THE

P ACIFrc,

San Francisco, .Ap'r'il 6, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major-General Commanding.

Oopies sent Interior Department April17, 1872, by indorsement from
War Depart~eu t.

HEADQUARTERS DEPAR'l'J.\fEN'l' OF TIIE UOLUJ.\IBI.A.,

Portland, Oreg., April 13, 1872.
SIR: l\Iajor Otis, commanding the District of tile Lakes, and the snperintendent of Indian affairs for this State, are of the opinion that
there will be some trouble with the Indians in Soutlwrn Oregon unless
they r,an be collected and permanently established ou a reservation during the coming season. The former superintendent, Mr. ..lYieacllam, also
concurs in this opinion.
It is presumed that appropriations will be made by Congress to carry
out the recommendatious heretofore made for the establisLment of
these Indians upon a reservation within the territory reserved for that
purpose by the Executi\e order of March 14, 1871, but the subject is
regarded as of ·so much importance that I haYe the honor to recommend
that it lJe again brought to t.he notice of the War Department.
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If this arrangement can be carried out, it will not only give greater
security against Indian troul>les, uut will materially diminish the expenses of the militar.v establishment in that part of the country.
Very respectfully, JOUr obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier General Commwuling.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
j)lilitary Division of the Pacific, Sctn Francisco, Cal.
[Indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS MILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San JPrcmcisco, Apr·il 17, 1872.
Respectfu11y forwarded to the Adjutant-General, concurring with
General Uanb_y in his opinion of the importan0e of this sul~jeet.
J. JVI. SCHOFIELD,
JJlajor General Commancling.

vV .A R DEPARTl\'lENT,
Washington City, llfay 2, 187~.
SIR: Your attention and that of the Indian Bureau is respectfully
inYited to the inclosed copie'5 of a report of the commanding general of
the Departmeu·t of the Columbia of apprehended trouble with the Indians in Southern Oregon, unless they are permanently settled on
reserYations during the vresent season.
Very respectfully, your obedient serYant,
vVlVI. W. BELKNAP,
Secreta.r y of War.
The Hon. 8ECRE1'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA.,

Portland, Orep., ....4.pril17, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit a copy of Major Otis's report in
relation to the Modoc Indians, with an abstract of the proceedings had
at a conference with Captain Jack, and also of the testimony collected
by him in relation to the conduct of these Indians.
I propose to hold the Modocs under quiet supervision for the present,
by keeping a detachment of cavalry at the point selected by Major Otis,
for the purpose of exercising a salutary restraiut upon the Indians, and
preventing any collision between them and the settlers. The temper
of both parties is such that a very slight cause may give rise to serious
couseq uences.
The reservation whicll these Indians desire, and which the former
superintendent promised that he would endeavor to seeure them, is outside of the limits of the preseut reservation, and the project of esta hlishing them there will meet with serious opposition from the settlers in
tllat neighborllood, and under present circumstances probably will not
be advisal>le. If, however, the Pai-Utes, who are 11ow on Sprague
River, can be gratified in their wish to be established on a reservation
in their old conutry, it would leave an opening that \Yould be accept-
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able to tbe l\fodocs, and far enough from the Klarnaths to secure them
from the annoyauces tbe.y lHlYe heretofore experieuced.

Very respectfully, your obedient ser,·ant,
ED. H. S. CA~BY,
Brigadier- Gcne·r al Commanding.
Tl1e ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

iJlilitary Div-is-ion of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

[1st inclosure.l
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TilE LAKES, .

P01·tlancl, Oreg., .dpl"il 13, ltl72.
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with orders from Headqnarters

Departnw11t Columbia, dated Portland, Orf'g., P ehrnary 16, 1872, I started from Camp
\Vamer, Ore~ou, Marcli 15, 1~72, with a detachment of two cfficers, Capt. D. Perry,
First Cavalry, and Second Lien tenant J. G. Kyle, First Cavalry, stationed at Camp Bidwell, California., Acting As~isbnt Snrgeou L. L. Dorr, Chid" Packer Mason McCoy,
Gnide aud Interpreter Douald McKay, twenty-seven enlistecl men, and a pack-train of
twenty-the mnles, en route to the Modoc country via Fort Klamath, Oregon, at which
point I arrh'ed on t.he 241 h ultimo, after a most teclions march. 'I'he roads were in a
mnst horrible condition from mud and sno\\
The whole country to four miles west of
Yaiuax agency appeared to be perfectl~' soaked with water, making it frequently neces~ary to unpack t.be pack-train and convey the c:1rgo uy hand. From the head of
D1ew's Valley to H.onncl Grove, a distance of ten rniles, w<~ euconntered heavy snow,
partially melted , and frozen with a ernst on top snfficient to bear a man, but insufficient
to llear a l10rse, most of the wa.y. Where the horses di<l uot break throngh, the packtmiu did, which rendered the advance exceedingly tedious. From Yainax bridge, fnnr
miles wel:lt, across Sprague River, tlie road was solid and good. On my arrival at lOamath onr animals of the pack-train were so wom out and jaded that I thought it auvi~ahle to remain there a w·eek for recuperation.
On tlle 30th of March I "starte!l Guide and Interpreter Donald McKay, with four Indians whom I had employed temporarily, to invite the Mouocs to a conference ten
milt's from Link River, east, on Lost River, at a place called the Gap, wit.hout any
troops on my part.
On the 1st of April the command started for Link River, consisting of a deta chment
from camp 'Varner, except Acting Assistant Surgeon L. L. DoiT, who was detached to
accompany the company moving from Camp Harney to the Central Pacific H.ailroacl,
in comp liance with instrncti0ns from Headqn:nters Department of the Colurnuia, dated
Portland, Oreg., March 18, lr:l7i. The detachment taken from Klamatli consistetl of
LiPnteuant Moss, Acting Assibtant Surgeon C. W. Knight, twenty-tliree enlil:lted men,
anrl ten pack-InnlPs.
The command arrived at Link River on the 2d instant, where I met the scouts retumed from the Modoc band. Tlwy reported that Captain Jack bad sent to me a.
messenger, who accompanied my sconts; also a second messenger, who had overtaken
the first a few miles out. I informed these messengers in snbst:wce that I was very
sorry that Captain Jack would not come to see me; that I bad sent for him for his
own benefit; that I shoul<l move my troops imrnedia~ely into his country; and thut I
sl1ould go to see Captain Jack. The second messenger, after some talk, then informed
me that Captain Jack was very much afraid, but tb:.tt he would come auu see me ton:orrow, the :3d instant, at the Gap, if I would not take my troops. These were my
first conditions, and I accepted t!Jem, and accordingly took with me Mr. High, sublntlian agent Kalmath agency, and Mr .•J. D. Applegate, commissary at Yainax agen~y,
Gnide and Interpreter McKay, and the Indian scouts, and proceeded to the Gap.
Abont noon, Captain Jack, with some thirty-ftve or forty IndianA, made his appearance, all armed. He left some of his arms on the opposite side of the river, and we
proceeded to council with him and about thirty-five of his warriors. Some of the adJoining neighbors, settlers of the vieinity, also marle their appearance. The report of
the council is herewith inclosed. It may not ue worded exactly as uttered, but it is in
substance.
The white settlers in the neighborhood of the Modocs appen.r to be considerauly
alurmerl, and consider that both their lives and pror erty are in (langer.
In the report of the con neil it will be Heen that Captain Jack denies many of the
allegations against him, and promises good behavior in fntnrc. This certainly will be
assnrecl as long as the troops are in their vicinit..v, and proltahly his couduct will be
llJncb improvt•d by the visit, of tbe troops, as be was much frighteneu wlleu lte heard
7

tba.t the

tl'oop~

n·m·e cowiug.

•
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He had apparently been of the opinion that no troops would be sent aO'ainst
him,
0
any number ~wut iu his couutry.
Captain Jack and his band are now occupying tho country at the north encl of
Lake, at the place proposed by the Superintendent of Indian Affe~.irs a8 tlwir
reservation, but scatter all through the country from Yreka to the Y<tinax agency.
At the end of the con neil I considered that I h~td matters of suflicient importance
jnst.ify my journey to this place, and lay the whole before the general com
which will be made the subject of a fnture report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMER OTIS,
Major First Cavalry Comdg.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Depctrtment of the Colurnbia, Portland, Oreg.

l2d inclosure.]

Abstract ofproceedingA of conference between commanding officer District of the Lakes
and Captain Jack, chief of the Modoc Indians, 3d April, l87i, and of testimony taken
at the conference, and at Liukville, Oregon, regarding the conduct of these Indians.
On the 3d of April, 1872, Mnjor Elmer Otis, .First Cavalry, held a talk with Captain
Jack, chief of the Modoc Indiaus, at "the Gap," on Lost River, On·gou, Mr. High, subagent of the Klamath agency, and Mr. Applegate, commissary at Yainax station, and
about thirt.y-five men of tlte Modoc tribe were present.
l\Injor Otis informed Captain Jack that settlers complain that his baml frighten
women and children at their homes dnring the absence of the men, by going about
arllled and demmHling food; that the Modocs have stolen cattle and hay for their
ponies; have broken down fences and turuecl their animals in to graze, or have
trampled down tllC grass in Lay-fields, while in the pursuit of game; that these acts
are cl.mrgecl as committed during tb.e past winter, and still contiunccl.
Captain Jack was wan•ed that he must restrain or punish his men, or tbe whites
would do it. He was rt>minded tllnt the country in which he liveR does not belong to his
tribe, having been ceded uy the Klamath treaty, which the Modocs signed; that his
band were onl.! Sllffered to remain wbere they aro nntil the Presideut cau determine
the propriety of giviug them a suitable portion of laud to live on apart from tlle Klamaths, ancl be wns wamcd that be must coutrol his men thoroughly and prevent their
fmtber molesting the settlers, and that troops woulc.l, fur the present, be kept in the
neighuorhood to seenre their qniet and gooc.l order.
Major Otis demanded of Captaiu Jack that he keep his Indians apart from the settlers, except when they c.lesire<l to work; that when in neec.l of food they sllouhl go to
Camp Wamer for supplies, but under no circumstances go armed among the settlers to
demand food or to steal it.
Capt.nin Jack at first denied these charges, and throughout the talk evaded, as far as
possible, direct auswers to specific charges against his band. He endeavored to convey
the impression that if these thefts h:lll been committed at all, they were the acts of the
Klamaths (to whicll triue the Modocs are hostile) or of other Indians, and that his own
disposition and that of his tribe was frie11dly.
The evidenee collected by Major Otis eousists of the testimony of Messrs. Poe, Bnll,
G. S 1\Iiller, Charles Monroe, George Monroe, George Nnnse, Drury Davis, Joseph Seeds,
Hudson, Applegate, Forcytbe, and Tripp.
These witnesses now reside in t.he vicinity of Linkvillo, Oreg. They assert that
in 1870-'71 they were either settled or seekit~g snitable sites for ranches in the Lost·
Hiver conn try or in the neighborhood of Tnle Lake; that, after lea\'iug the Klamath
J"escnation in 1870, the Modocs claimed the entire country in that locality, and
clemamlecl compensation for ranchillg, or for the hay cut from off it ;-that their constant
visits, their thefts of provisions and cattle, their demands fur cowpensation, and their
generally hostile attitude excited sncb fears for the safety of their property, and in a
few cases for life, as to drive them from the country.
This testimony is opposed to Henry Miller and Mr. Ball, who now reside, respectively,
ten atHl six miles from Captain Jack's headquartcws. Both of these witnesses accompanied Captain Jack to meet Major Otis, and to testify to the peaceable attitude of the
band.
Mr. Miller has resided over two years in their conn try as a stock-raiser. He employs
Indians of this band as herders. He bas never paid for his rigllt to settle in their
cmmtr~- , and dors not believe sueh demands are made of other settlers. He believes
that Captain Jack "· ants a reservation set apart for his tribe of about 1,000 acres
onlv.
He testifies that the Iu<lians are not more insolent to whites than whites are to
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He was absent from his ranch from July, 1870, to Feurnary, 1871, because of
that Indians were destroying cattle, and that troops were ont after them,
ng it impossible for him to get herders. He llas heard that catt.le were kille<l by
but, from tlleir pony trails, believes the Klamaths guilty. He has no family.
testimony is based upon the Indians' conduct toward him and his observation of

them.
Mr. Ball has residecl for ten years near this tribe, and since last October (1871) within
u miles of them. He does not apprehend any danger to settlers from Captain Jack's
band. He resides about six miles from Charles Monroe's ranche. Monroe has had
trouble with the Modocs regarding some hay. Has heard Monroe's aud the Indians'
stories, and believes that Monroe, by special agreement, settled upon lands claimed by
Captain Jack, and was to compensate him for hay, but failing in the fnll payment, the
Indians fed a portion of the hay to their animals to make up the deficiency.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, 01·eg., April18, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to submit, for the consideration of the majorgeneral commanding the division, a communication from l\iajor Otis,
First Cavalry, in relation to the Indians in Southern Oregon.
So much of the su~ject of this report as relates to the Modoc and
•
*
*
Indians of Oregon has for a long period been
under consideration, and the suggestions and recommendations made
therein are fully approved. The disposition to be made of tbe Modocs
and
* . *
*
as recommended, I regard as the ouly
solution of that question without the application of force.
*
*

*

*

*

*

*

I tran~mit herewith
*
*
country.
*
*
*
*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

*

*

a sketch of the

ED. R. G. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Comdg.

The ASSISTANT

ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

:Military Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

[First inclosure-map-not printed.]

•
[Inclosure.]
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES,

Portland, Oreg., April 15, 1872.
Sm: I have the honor to make the following statements and recommendations with
reference to the Indians included in the District of the Lakes and vicinity.
I have been stationed where I have had intercourse with a large portion of these In<lians since October of 1867.
"
*
"
*
.,.
*
*
Also, by removing the two bands of Pi-Utes from the·Yaiuax agency, on the Klamath
reservation, removing only 0-che-ha's band, will give plenty of room for the Modoc Indians. They signed a treaty in October, 1864, to go on the Klamath reservation. They
came on the reservation in the fall of 1869; a ]JOrtion of them under the old chief still remain. But Captain Jack, (Indian name not known,) who signed the treaty in 1864,
became dissatisfied soon after coming on the reservation, and in February of 1870
formed a band, numbering now probably about sixty warriors, and left t.he reservation, going to Lost River and Tnle Lake. Last fall Snperintenclant Meacham promised to allow them to remain where they are until he could see if a small reservation
conld not be set aside for them on the north end of Tule Lake. These Indians are
still in this country, and are insolent and insulting, in many iustances, to the white
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s t·ttlers, and the latter generally deem this band of Modocs unsafe to both life and
vroperty. If a. military force was present they could probably be removed penceahly
to the Yainax agency, on the Klamath reservation; and by removing the Pi-Utes now
tlwrP, wouldleave them houses, aud a farm for their cnltivation. Iarnof opinion that
if left where they now are, it will probably lead to serious outbreak iu time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMER OTIR,
Majm· 1st Cavall·y, Commanding Di~stl"ict.
AssiSTANT ADJUrANT-GENERAL,

Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.

I1H1orsements, covering letters of April 17 and 18, 1872, with
General Canby:

inclosure~:>,

from

[1st.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE PACIFIC,

San Franc-isco, Cal., .dp1'il26, 1872.
forw:udec1 to the Adjutant-General, auu recommendcu to the fayoralJl&
consideration of the Interior Department.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major-Geneml Commanding.
Re~11ectfnlly

[2d.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICI~,

Washi11gton, June 13, 1872.
Respectfnlly submitted to the Secretary of 'Var.
Copies have this day been furnished the Interior Department from tl1iR office.

·

E. D.

TOWNSEND,

.Ll.dj utan t- General.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ·PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Ca.l., December 3, 1873.
unofficial dispatches report a conflict between t,he troops and 1\iiodoc
Indians at the mouth of Lost RiYer, arising from the orders of the Indian
Department to remove the 1\Iodocs to their reservation. General Uaub.v
does not apprehend serious trouble, he having provided suffieient force
to compel obe<lience to the orders of the Department.
J. lVl. SCHOFIELD,
Jj1ajor- General Commanding.
To ADJUTANT·GENERAL U. S. A.,
Washington, D. C.

HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Gal., Decembm· 13, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a letter from the com-

manding general Department of the Columbia, dated December 6, 1873,
""ith its inclosures, relative to existing hm;;tilities with the l\fodoc
Indians; also copies of telegraphic correspondence of later dates upun
the same subject.
These papers show tllat the fullest precaution was taken by the DeJmrtment commander to provide the superintendent of Indian affairs
with ample force to insure a peaceable removal of the Modocs, if that
were possible. But it seems that a conflict was precipitated between
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the Indians and a small d~tachment of troops, immediately followed by
the massacre of unsm;;pecting· settlers.
It does not yet appear whether this precipitation of hostilities, before
fue concentration of ~ufficient force to protect the settlement~ and en force
snbmis:sion of the Indians, was due to the fault of any officer of the
Go,·erlllncut. Full reports on this subject will be forwarded as soou as
pl'actica ble.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. l\1, SCHOFIELD,
JJlajm·· General.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, IT. S. A.,
lVctskington, D. 0.
[Indorsements.]

\V AR DEP AR Tl\IENT,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL':::; OFFICE.

J a~mary 3, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the headquarters of the Arm,\.
E. D. TO\NNSEND,
Adjutant· Genet·al.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARniY,

·wasltington, D. 0., Jttmtary 6, 1873.
Respectfully returned to the ..A.(1jutaut-Geueral, to be laid before the
Secretary of \i\t"T ar. This l\1odoc country lies on the border of Oregon
and California, and the subject is more familiar to Ge))(~rals Canby ana
Schofield, within whose jurisdiction tlle reservation lies. Both are fully
competent to act. Should it become necessary to use more troops than
General Canby bas in his department, General Schofield can reenforce
llim from the <lirection of California; and General Schofield was
instructed, before leaving California for the Sandwich Islands, to place
General Canby, next iu rank, in command of all the troops iu the DiYis·on
of the Pacific aYailable. I doubt not General Canby will fully meet
the case.
W. T. SHERMAN, General.
[Inclosures.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TIIE COLUMniA,

Portland, Oreg., December 6, 1872.
SIR: I l1ave the honor to report, for the information of the major-general commanding, in audition to the telegraphic reports already made, the following in relation to
the hostilities in the MoLloc country:
I am yet without any official reports from the commander of tbe District of i.he
Lakes, or of Fort Klamath, and can only conjecture that the collision was precipitated by some contingency that could not have been foreseen or guarded again~;t, as
the iustructions directed the neces~ary precautions to be taken, aml the ueccssary
preparations to be made to secure the removal of the Indians and the protection
of the frontier, amlin the acknowledgment of the receipt of these instructions the assnrance was give11 that this would be done. (See papers A, B, C, D, E, and F, lwrewith.)
The means placed nuder the control of the distnct commauder were regarded as entirely sufficient, bnt., in addition, the only force immediately available, two companies
of the Twenty-first Infantry, was prepared and sent forward by a Rpecial train to the
terminus of the railroad, and from th<~ nce to Jacksonville, from wl1ich point the mm'ch
will be determined by such information as the commander of the l.Htttalion, Major
Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, may receiYe, wbo was also instrncted to 1·eport by
courier to the cornruauder of the District of the Lakes and of Fort Klamath.
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Both Fort Klamath and \Varner have a reserve of small arms and ammunition, and
;.tre well supplied with clothing and subsistence, but, as additional precaution, a supply
of ammunition, clothing, and of such ::trticles of subsistence as cannot be purchased to
advantage in the country will be sent up.
It is impossible from the couflicting accounts that have been received to state the
loss of life by these hostilities, but a careful comparison of the reports fixes it at fifteen,
four (two citizens and two soldiers) killed in the fight, and eleven citizens murdered
subsequently by the Modocs. It is hoped, however, tbat some of those supposed to be
killed have escaped. A copy of the correspondence with the governor of the State is
also inclosed for the information of the commanding general. (G, H, I, and K.)
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadie1·-General, Commanding Department.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Military Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

A.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., September 10, 1872.
pSpccial Order No. 112.-Extract.]

1. In view of the proposed removal by the Indian Department of the Modoc Indians
to the vicinity of Yainax Station, the post of Fort Klam::tth will be regarded as included in t.he District of the Lakes for the purposes of any military operations that may
become necessary in aid of this removal.
It is not intended by this order to change the present relations between Fort Klamath aud department headquarters, but simply to give the senior officer the power iu
an emergency to control all the military force and material at the several posts in that
section of the country.
The commanding of.ficer at Fort Klamath will make such reports to district headquarters as may be useful for the information of the district commander, or as may be
called for by him.

*

*

By command of Brigadier-General Canby.

LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
Fi1·st Lieutenant, Second .Artillery, A.ide-cle- Camp,
Acting .Assistant A.cljtttant-General.
Official : H. CLAY WooD, A. A. G.

B.
HEADQUARTERS DEPART:.\fENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., September 10, 1872.
Sm: The commanding general instructs me to transmit, in addition to Special Order
No. 112, of this date, a copy of his instructions to the commanding officer of the District
of the Lakes regarding the intent with which he has restored your post for :1 temporary
purpose to that district.
The general desires that by timely conferences with the district commander, should
you upon your scout among tbe Modocs or thereafter discover any signs which may
lead ~·ou to believe that they will resist their proposed removal, you will be able to
draw such a force as may be necessary to disarm opposition and insure their peaceable
removal under the orders that will hereafter be given.
The inclosed orders will therefore bring to your ::tid . in an emergency any desired
portion of the force and material at Harney, Warner, and Bid well.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant, Second A1·tillery, A. A.. A.. G.
The COMMANDING OFFICER,
Fort Klamath, Oregon.

c.
HEADQUARTERS DEP.\R'l'MENT OF THE COLU;I-IRIA,
Portland, Oreg., September 10, 18i2.
Sm: The commanding general has been n,dvised by t.he superintendent of Iudiau
aft·airs for this State that he has been instructed to bring in the Modoc Indians this
fall and establish them in the vicinity of Yain::tx.
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While he does not consider it probable that the Modocs will offer any resistance, or
that the force at Port Klamath will be insufficient to control them, it is possiule that
they may resist and require a greater exhibition of force than can be furnished from
that post. To be prepared for this emergency and to enable action to be taken when
the delay occasioned by reference to department headquarters might be injurious, the
accompanying special order bas been issued, giving the district commander the control in au emergency of the resources at :Fort Klamath, in addition to those of the
posts of the district.
No information has yet been received from the superintendent as to the precise time
when or the manner in which this removal is to be made, and these instructions are
simply precautionary. If the military force is to be used., it will only be in aid of the
Indian Department and after peaceable means have been exha,nsted, but yon should
be prepared for the possibility that the attempt to remove them may result in hostilities, and be able to act promptly in that event for the protection of the frontier.
Major Green will make a scout in the Modoc country in the course of this montp,
and on his return will probably be able to advise you as to their disposition, and give
you other information of value.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant, Second A1·tillery, A. A. A. G.
The COMMANDING OFFICER,
Department of the Lakes.

D.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TITE LAKES,

Camp W amer, Oregon, October 16, 1872.
SIR: For the information of the commanding general I have the honor to report that
I returned to Camp Warner, from Fort Klamath, on the 5th instant, and that in the
opinion of Bvt. Col. John Gteen, Pust Cavalry, commanding Fort Klamath, and of
Mr. Dyer, the Indian agent at Klamath, little, if any, serious difficulty in removing the
:Modocs to the Yainax reservation in December next is anticipated.
I @tart to-morrow morning for Camp Harney, Oregon, and the Malhenr River country. Upon my return I will report ou what has been accomplished oy the several parties of troops that have been employed in repairing the road between Camps Harney
and \Varner.
The road between Camp Bidwell and thi~ post is now in excellent order.
The bridge across Deep Creek will be built in November or December next.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,
Lientenant Colonel, Twenty-first lnjaui1'!J, Commanding.
To ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
De~artment of the Columbia, Po1·tland, 01·eg.

E.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\:lE:NT OF THE COLUl\fniA,

Portland, Oreg., October 30, 1872.
SIR: The commanding general instructs me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, relative to the removal of the Modoc Indians to the Yainax
reservation, and directs me 1o say that the superintendent of Indian affair~:~ for this
State bas informed him that be proposes to go into the Modoc co11ntry about the middle of next month (November) for the purpose of removing those Indians to the Yainax
station. He does not anticipate any difficulty in accomplishing this, ont if there
should be a necessity for employing the military in aid of the removal he will promptly
communicate with y.on upon the subject.
In giving such aid as may be necessary you will be governed by your own discretion, the commanding general suggesting only that if the intervention of the troops
becomes necessary the force employed should be so large as to secure the result at once
and beyond perarlventnre.
Very respecdully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
Fi1·st Lientenant, St!cond Artillery, A. A. A. G.
The Co:uMANDING OFFICER,
lJistric;t of the Lakes, Carnp Wm·ner, Oregon.
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F.
LAKES,
Carnp Tranzm·, Oregon, No-vembel' 14, 18i2.
Am: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this date of your communication
of October 30, 1872, conveyiug the department commander's wishes regarding the removal of the Modoc Indians, aml to reply that Bvt. Col. John Green, major First CaYairy, commanding Fort Klamath, has been directed to keep me fully and promptly arlvised by courier of auy change iu the present attitude of the Modoc band. If it shonl<l
be found neCt"SSary or advisaole I Ahallmove into the Modoc conntry with every available monnted man fi·om Hamey, Bidwell, Warner, and Klamath, and c01npel Captain
Jack's immediate compliance with such orders as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
may have given in the case.
A heavy snow is npon us, and I hope it may not be found necessary to move troops
ot,ht~r th~tn those at Klamath at this inclement season.
The necessary arrangements will be made at once, and nothing will be permitted to
delay a prompt compliance with the department commander's instructions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TITE

FRANK WHEATON,

Lieutenant-Colonel Ttcenty-ji1·st lufant1'y, Commanding.

To

AssrsTA:NT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of tke Columbict, Portland, Oreg.

G.
STATE OF OnEGON,

Executive Office, December 2, 1872.
Sm: At a late hour last night I received a telegram from Ron. A. G. Bnrnett, dnted
Linkville, Jackson County, NoYemLcr 30, informiug me that a serious outbreak of the
Modoc Indians had occurred iu the Lake Basin in Southern Oregon, and that the settlers about Tnle Lake had been slaughtered, that the regular troops in the vicinity, reenforced by citizens, had engaged the savages ou the 20th, and that the forces there
were insufficient to save settlements. The authority of the State was asked to raise tL
volunteer force to co-operate with the United States troops for the suppression of hostilities.
I also received a telegram from Ashlancl, .Jackson County, forwarding a copy of a
resolution of a meeting of over one humlred of the most respectrtble citizens there,
asking compliance with the request contnined in 1\fr. Bnrnett's telegram. I anwercd
this morning, giving authority to raise a force of volnuteers to co-operate with the
regular troops, suffiCient to q.nell disturbalH\es and to protect the settlements. I have
nlso dispatched nu order to Brigadier-General James T. Glenn, of the First Brigade
Oregon militia, resident at Jacksonville, to make inquiry into the condition of things in
the Klnmatl\ country, and to report the result to me forthwith, aud in the mean time
to take snch steps as the emergencies of the case reqnire.
If, on fnll information being received, it shall appear that the onthreak is of theserions character now indicated, I most urgently solicit on behalf of our southern settlements such instant action on the part of the regular forces as yon have the pri\'ilege of antlwrizing .
.Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. F.

GROVER,

Gorenwr of Oregon.

Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding DejJm·tment of the Cohtmbia, Portla·nd, Oreg.

H.
[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART:\'I:E::s'T OF THE COLU:'IIBIA,

Portland, 01·eg., December 3, 1872.
The GovERNOR OF OREGON, Snlem:
Afljutant-General Dennison showed me last night a telegram forwarded by your excellency in relation to the Indian troubles in the Modoc country. In anticipation of
possihle trouble with tlJese IndianA, the senior officer in that section "·as ~omc time
since given the control of all the troops--four companies of cavalry and tl.tree
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of infantry-for the protection of that frontier. No official intel1igence bas yet bP-en
received, bnt I have uo donbt that this foree is uow in or on the 111areh to tlw Modoc
country. All the other force within preseut, reach has beeu prepared and will be
sent np immediately.
Letter iu auswer to yours of yesterday by mail.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-Geneml Commanding.

I.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARnmxT oF TITE CoLU:\fBIA,
Portland, Oreg., December 3, 1872.
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF 0RE(j0N, Salem, Oreg. :
SIR: I h:.we the houor to acknowlellge the mceipt of your commnnication of yesterday iu relation to the hostilities with the Modoc Indians, and to state for your excellency's information that, upon being ad vised by the superintendent of Indian atl'a.irs
fot· this State that he had been instructed to put tbcse Indians upon the reserva,tion,
all the military force and material of the United States in that section of the country
were placed under the control of the senior officer, Lient. Col. Prank 'Vhea.ton, 21st
luf<:~.ntry; order inclosed. This order embraces the garrisons at Fort Klamath, Ca,mp
Warner, and Camp Harney, in Oregon, and Camp Bidwell, in Califoruia, in all a force
of four companies of cavalry and three of infantry.
Lieut. Col. Wheaton was, at the same time, September 10, advised that the time and
manner of the removal had not been determined, but that he should be preparell for
the possibility that the attempt to remove them might result in hostilities, and that he
shonlu be prepared in that event to act promptly for tile protection of the frontier.
On the 30th of October he was notified that the superintendent would start for the
Modoc conn try about the middle of Novem!Jer for the pnrpose of removing these lullians, and on the 19th of November he reported, in acknowledgement, that the necessary
arrangement would be made at once for prompt compliance with the instructions. No
further reports have yet been received, but I have uo reason to doubt that, if not
already in the Modoc country, where tbe hostilities commenc;ed, a sufficient force to
suppress them and give them protection to t.he frontier was close at baud.
I have received no reports from the commanding officer in the Klamath country in
relation to these hostilititos, and, iu the absence of such reports, there is reason to hope
that the difficulties are not so serious as now reported, and. that there has been no loss
of life among the settlers on that frontier.
Tbe only additional force now within reach (two companies of infantry) will be sent
up, aud, if necessary, any that can hereafter be made available will be forwarded as
soon as they can be reached-one company~ probably, to-morrow.
Very respectfully, your obedient serva.nt,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-General Commanding Department.

K.
STATE OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Salem, December 4, 1872.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 3d instant,
in reply to my letter of the 2cl, touchiug the existence of Indiaullostilitics in the South,
and aw gratified to acknowledge the prompt and decisive steps taken to suppress the
Indian outbreak in Southern Oregon.
On perusal of your communica.tion, and the inclosed copy of special order, I clearly
see tbat the department commander has antidpated every .c ontingency, and made
every proper disposition for the protection of that frontier.
The demand for a surrender of the resisting chiefs in the presence of an inferior force
seems to have init.iated the diffieulties. I have gi veu direction for the withdrawal of
the volunteers, probably not excee<liug a hnudred men, as soon as the regular t.roops
take the field in force sufficient to protect the settlements.
Most res};leetfully; ~' OUt' ouedieut servaut,
L. F. GROVER,
Govd'nor of Oregon.
Brig. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Comman(liii[J lJejJartmt:ut of the C'olambia, Portlanc1, 01'eg.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., December 8, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the majorgeneral commanding, copies of correspondence* explaining tlle arrangements made for the protection of the part of the Modoc Indians not
implicated in the late murders, and to request that the action taken
may be approved.
It is anticipated that this party will reach Jacksonville or Ashland in
season to be turned over to Major Mason's command, and the necessary
iustructions have been given.
Very respectfu1ly, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
.
Brigadier- General, Oonmutnding.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Milita-ry Division of the Pacific, San Fr-ancisco, Cal.
[Indorsements.]

P ACIFif',
San Francisco, Decembe'r 16, 1872.
Official copies respectfully forwarded to the . . <\.djutant-General,
.
approved.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- General Cornrnanding.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

J anuctry 3, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the headquarters of the Army.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

lVashington, D. 0., January 6, 1873.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of vv·ar, referring to indorsement on the papers relating to the same subject-" Modoc Indians"this day.
·
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.

[Inclosure No •. 1.J
YREKA,

CAt,, December 5, 1872.

To L. V. CAZIARC: We have received the following letter:
"HAT CREEK, Thu1·sclay, Decembm· 5, 5 o'clock a.m.
"GENTS: Yesterday, p. m., Messrs. Fairchild, Davis, Ball, and Culver, of Oregon,
started from this place with the Indittns who have lived here and in this vicinity·, some
forty-five in nnmbet·, for the reservation of Fort Klamath. ·when the party reached
Bob Whitt.le's, on Link .River, the Indian agent met them, and told them that there
was a party who would mob them if they undertook to cross the river, and thme were
also some eight or ten men at Whittle's who opposed the part.y proceeding. The gentlemen above mentioned then undertook to enter into some u.rrangement to run the
Indians through, and avoid Linkville, bnt the bucks became frightened and broke, and
~ Presumed to be the "telegt:aphic correspondence" referred to in General Schofield's
letter of December 13, ~87~.
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are now scatterefl all over the country, except a few who came back with the sqnaws
and children in charge of Mr. Culvert. The danger now to be apprehended is from a
mob who are at war with all who advocate a policy of peace for their own protection.
It is very probal>le the Inuians will make toward Yreka to deliver themselves up to
the civil officers, and as they have never been connected with Captain Jack in this sad
affair, and really desire peace and a home on the reservation, tbey ask protection of
any wbite men who may meet them on their way. The agent informed Fairchild that
the number of whites killed up to date is fifteen.
"ALEX. McKAY.
"To McCoNNELL and McMANUs."
Since the above was written Mr. McKay bas arrived at Yreka, asking the citizens,
through the snggestions of Davis and Fairchild, to protect the alJove-uametl Indians,
to see tllat they are Hafely lodged on the reservation. Captain .Jack and. his band are
still on a general raid. What are your orders?
McCONNELL AND McMANUS.

[Inclosure No. 2.-Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., December 6, 1872.
Peaceable Indians not connected with Captain Jack's band or implicated in tlle
present hostilities should be protected and conducted to the reservation.
It is hoped that the citizens in your place will aid in seeing that tllis is clone.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
B1'igadier-General Cummancling.

Messrs. McCONNELL and McMANUS, Y1·eka, Cal.

[Inclosure No. 3.-Telegram.]

YREKA, CAL., December 6, 1872.
To Brigadier-General CANBY :
About, forty peaceable Indians, including women and children, expected here tonight. 'Vill have to transport to reservation via Rogue River Valley, with force enough
to protect them. Will Government be responsible for transportation and other expenses attending~ Answer.
McCONNELL AND McMANUS.

[Inclosure No. 4.-Telegram.]

PORTLAND, Decembe1· 6, 1872.
To Messrs. McCoNNELL and McMANUS, Y1·eka, Cal. :
Telegram received. Government will be responsible for the expenses attending the
transportation and protection of the Iudians referred to.
ED. R. S. CANEY,
B1'igadier General, Commanding.

!Inclosure No.5.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COJ.UJ\fDIA,
PoTtlancl, Oreg., Decemb(j}· 6, 1872.
SIR : I have the ho11or to transmit, for your information, copies of telegraphic dispatches received and sent this morning in relation to one of the bands of the Modoc
Indians.
Mr. Alexander McKay has been in the etnployment of the Army and of the Indian
Department, and has the confidence of the officers serving in that section of the
country.
Messrs. McConnell and McManus are gentlemen of Yreka, Cal., who are asked to
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keep me aclvised of the news from the Modoc country, and whos~ stancling is no
doubt well known to your excellency, and the statements made by tllem may, I think,
be relied ou.
·
It has been we11 understood that t.he feeling of hostility manifested by the l\Iodocs
for several years past has Leen confined, in great me.asnre, to tha,t part of the tribe
which is under the inflneucc and control of Captain Jack, and the operations against
these will be prosecnte(l as vigorously as possible until they are destroyed or capture<l,
and a11 that may Le capturecl will Le tnmed over to the civil authorities for trial and
punishment. Aside from the aLstract injnstice of making the Indians referred to in
these dispatch es responsiole for t,he sius of others, the only result that will attend the
threatenetl attack upon tbPm will Le to increase the difficulties, and probaoly adu to
the deplorable loss of life that has already been incurre(l, by ma,king active enemies of
tl10se, also, who lHtve been aud arc still disposed to Le friendly.
Under ordinary circumstances there wonld luwe been, of course, no necessity for
troubling yonr excellency, b11t in view of the great and na.tural excitement in that part
of the country, and the possibility that it may intlnce acts that are neither humane nor
wise, I have thought it not imprope r to ask your <tid, if yon think it necessary, in securing protection to those Ind iaus until they rea.ch some point where they can be turned
over to the custody of the troops.
Of course, if uny of these Indians are found to have been in any way implicated in
the mnrders that have been committed, they will be turned over to the civil autlwritics for trial and pnnisltrueut.
Ver~· respectfully, ~' ot;tr obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,

Brigadier-General, U. S. A., Conwwucling.
His Excellency the GOVERNOR OF OREGON, Salem, Oreg.

[Inclosure No. 6.-Copy of telegram.l

SALE:-or, Decembel' 7, 1872.
To Briga(lier-Geneml E. R. S. CANBY,

Commanding Depm·tment Colnmbia, Pm·tlancl:
I have telegmphed to General Ross, Jacksonville. UKe your aut,hority and infinence
to haYe all peaceable Indians not implicated in hostilities placed on reservation; but
Captain Jack's baud, and all implicated in hostilities with him, are to be captured an<l
crushed ont, ~tnd all the murderers are to be tumed over to the civil authorities for
trial and punishment.
L. F. GROVER,
Govel'/101',

HEADQUARTERS DEPART:i\fENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, 'Oreg., Decem,ber 10, 1872.
SrR: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the major·
g·e11eral commandi.ng the division, copies of the following papers in relation to the hostilities with the 1\'Iodoc Indians:
1. Report of l\iajor Green, commanrling, &c., Fort Klamath.
2. Applica.tion of superintendent of 1ndian affair8 for troops.
3. :Major Green's report to commanding officer Dist,rict of the Lakes.
4. Po:st orders directing moyement of troops.
5. Captain Jackson's report of operations.
It will be seen that the action taken was upon application of the superintendent, and that the collision was precipitated by the opinion
elltertaiued that if the Indians could be surprised in tlJeir camp they
could l>e induced to sunender and go upon the reservation without
further trouble. Tlle execution of the orders and the behaYior of the
troops are entirely satisfactory, an<l are to be commended, but there
appears to have been a want of proper precaution and preparation fo~
the possible contiugeucy of failure, which maJ' be explained b,y fuller
details or by information from the district commander. I do not think
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that the operations will be protracted. The snow will drive the Indians
out of the mountains, and they cannot move without leaving trails that
can be followed. It will involve some hardship upon the troops, but
they are !Jetter provided and can endure it better than the Indians. Iu
this respect the season is in our favor.
The employment of Indian sconts will be anthorized, and the commander of the district will be instructed to enlist and organize them
under the provisions of the 6th section of the law of July 28, 18G6,
aud I have the honor to request that this may be approved.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
The AssiS'I'ANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
1lfilitary Division of the Pcwijic, San Francisco, Cal.
[First indorsement.]
HEADQUAR1'ERS l\irLI1'ARY DIVISION PACIFIC,

San Francisco, December 17, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General.
It appears evi<lent that a serious mistake was committed in sending
a small force to do what, from the detiaut attitude of the Indians, would
manifestly require a much larger force. Possibly, as suggested by
General Canby, future reports may throw some additional light on this
subject. I recommend that the employment of Iudian scouts as authorized by the department commander, be approved.
Now that the war has commenced, the quickest way to end it will be
the cheapest and best.
.T. M. SCHOFIELD.
11Lajo-;·- Gene1·al, Commanding.
[Second indorsement.]
WAR DEPART:i\fENT, .ADJUTANT-GENERAL OFFICE,

January 3, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the headquarters of the Army.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjut£o~t- General.
[Third indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS OF 1'HE ARMY,
~Washington, D. C., January 6, 1873.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of vVar in connection with
the other papers on the same sulljeet, asking that I be authorized to
inform General Canby that his action in employing Indian scouts is
approved.
W. T. SHERMAN, General.

Linclosures.]
HEADQUARTERS FORT KLAMATH, OHEGON,

Decembm· 3, 1872.
Sm: I have the honor to inclose copies of communications and orders, numbered iu
the order in which they sbould be read, which explain t,hemselves.
It was believed that the Modocs wonld submit to go on a reservation if surprised
l1y the troops; if not, the leaders were to be arrested if possible, in the hope that the
balance would surreuder.

H. Ex. 122--3
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The troop made its march as expected, and completely surprised the Indians, and
coulu have almost destroyed them had it not been fair to give them a chance to submit
without using force.
The Modoc Indians have persistently defied the authority of the Government of the
United States, and they should have known 'letter, as they have been a great deal with
the whites, but I fear they have had some bad advisers.
I would most respectfully request that the department commander approve of the
orders which require expenditures and the employment of packers. I expect that the
cu.valry troop from Camp Warner will reach the field of operations by the 6th or 7th
instant, after which, when I hear from district headquarters, I expect to go to the field
in person.
If the war be prolonged (and I fear it will be) it will be necessary to have a depot of
supplies at or near Tule Lake for the troops operating against the Indians. Therll
should also he authority for the empLoyment of fifteen or twenty scouts.
In conclusion I would state that I understand the superintendent of Indian affairs
for Oregon left Linkville for Jacksonville as soon as he heard that the troops had a
fight.
At the urgent request of citizens of Linkville, I have issued twenty muskets and ten
carbines, with ammunition, for self-defense. I have also issued ten carbines to the
Yainax agency and ten to the Klamath agency, at the request of the agents.
I understand from Mr. Dyar, agent for the Klamaths, that he has sent thirty or forty
Klamath Indians into the Modoc couutry.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GREEN,
Majo1· First Cavalry, Cornrnanding.

OREGON SUPERINTE~TDENCY,

Link Riter, November 27, 1872.
Srn: The bearer of this, Mr. J. D. Applegate, has just retumeu from the camp of the
l\Iodoc Indians, and he informs me that they defiantly decline to meet me at this place
in accordance with ruy request sent by him. They authorized him to say that they
did not desire to see or talk with me, and that they would not go upon Klamath reservation. In order, therefor6, to carry out instructious from the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, I have to request that you at once furnish a sufficient force to compel said Indians to go to Camp Yainax on said reservation, where I have made provisions for their
subsistence.
I transfer the whole matter to your department, without assuming to dictate tlle
course you shall pursue in executing the order aforesaid, however, that you may
accomplish the object desired without shedding blood, if possible to avoid it.
If it sball become necessary to use force, tben I have to reqnest that yon arrest
Captain Jack, Black Jim, and Scar-faced Charley, and hold them subject to my order.
I understand that these leaders, with only about half of their warriors, are encamped
11ear the mouth of Lost River, and if a force could be immediately sent to that place,
I think they might be iuduced to surrender and come upon the reservation without
further trouole.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ODENEAL,
Superintendent Indian Affairs for Oregon.

HEADQUARTJ<~RS FORT KLAl\IATH, OREGON,
November ~8, 1872.

Sm: I have the honor to inclose a communication from the superintendent of Indian
aft'airs of Oregon, received this morning at 5 o'clock, also copy of my post order, No. 9:3,
of this date, in compliance with which Captain Jackson ]eft this morning at 9 o'clock.
Each of tbe above will explain itself.
How the matter will end is yet to be seen, but in order to be preparecl for any emergency, I would respectfully recommend that the cavalry troop at Camp Warner he at
once ordered to this post.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GREE~,
Majo1· First Caval1'!/, Commanding.
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL,

District of the Lakes.
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LOrders No. 93.)
HEADQUARTIWS FORT KLAMATH, OREGON,

Novernbe1· 28, 1872.
In compliance with the request of the superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon,
elated Lmk River, November 2i, 1872, Capt. James Jackson, First Cavalry, with all the
availalJle men of his troop, will proceed at once via Link River to Captam Jack't> camp
of :\Iodoc Indians, endeavoring to get there before to-morrow morning, and if any opposition is offered on the part of the Modoc Indians to the requirements of the superintendent, he will arrest, if possible, Captain Jack, Black Jim, and Scar-faced Charley.
He will endeavor to accomplish all this without blootlshed, if possible, but if the Indians persist in refusing to obey the orders of the Government, he will use such force
as may be necessary to compel them to do so; and the responsibility must rest on the
Indians who defy the authority of the Government.
Captain Jackson is authorized to make any expenditures that may be necessary for
the accomplishment of this object.
Tbe post-quartermaster will send a pack-train with snpplies to follow the troop, and
he is authorized to hire snch packers as may be necessary.
'fl1e troop will carry three days' rations on their sarldles.
A!lsi~-;tant Surgeon Henry McElderry and Lieutenant Boutelle, acting· post-adjutant,
will accompauy the expedition.
By ordel' of Maj. John Green:
F. A. BOUTELLE,
Seconcl Lieutenant Fir:st Cavalr.IJ, .dcZjutant.
[Orders No. 94.1
HEADQUARTERS FORT KI,AM:ATII, 0RF.GO~,

November 30, 1872.
Information having just been received that Capt. James Jackson with his troop
bas had a severe engagement with the Modoc Incliaus, and that the citizens of that
country are in danger, all the available men of Company F, Twenty-first Infantry ,
nnder the command of the first sergeant, (John McNamara) will proceed immediately
via Li.nkville to the Modoc country, to such points as Mr. Dyar, Iuuian ageut, ma~'
lleflignate for the defense of the people.
The post-quartermaster will furnish the necessary transportation.
The company will be fnrnisbed with twent.y days' rations. The post-quartermaster
iR a.lflo authorized to employ a guide.
When the sergeant gets to that country, be mnst to some extent use his own jndgment as to the locality of his camps, being guided by such information as he may receive from time to time as to the necessities of the ci tizeus.
If possible be will communicate with Capt. James Jackson, reporting his whereahonts.
The sergeant will leave the wagon with supplies fo1· Capt. James Jackson's troop at
Linkville, in care of Corp. Jacob Moyer, F Company, Twenty-first Infantry, who will,
if po!lsible, send a message to Capt. James Jackson, reporting his arrival.
JOHN GREEN,
Majo1· First CavalTy, Comrnancling.
CRAWLEY'S RANCH, LOST RIYRR, 0HEGON,

November 30, 1872.
I have the honor to report that I jumped the camp of Captain Jack's Modoc
Indians ye!lterday morning, soon after daylight, completely surprising them.
I demanded their Rurreuder and disarming, and asked for a parley with Captain Jack.
Captain Jack, Scar-faced Charley, Black Jim, and some others would neither lay down
their arms nor snrrender, and some of them commenced making hostile demonstrations
against ns, and finally opent-cl fire. I immediately ponrccl volley after;· \Wlley among
the hostile Indians, took their camp, killed eight or nine warriors, and d•rove the rest
iuto the hills. During the engagement I bad one man killed and seven wounded, three
of the lust severely and perhaps dangerously.
'fhe band that I attacked was 011 the south side of the river; another smaller band
on the north side was attacked by a party of ten or twelve citizt3ns, and their surrender demanded; but when the firing commenced in Captain Jack's camp, these
Jn(lians opei1ed on t.he citizens, and drove them to the refuge of Crawley's ranch. One
citizen was killed during t.he tight., aJHl two others coming up the road uncouscions of
any trouble, were shot; one (Mr. Nnss) mortally wounded., and: the other (Joe Peunig)
badly. My force was too weak to pnrsue and captnre the Indians that made off, owing
to the necessity of taking immediate care of my wounded} and p.Fotectiug the few citizens who bad collected at Crawley's ranch. The Indians were all around us, and,
'MMOR:
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apprehensive of a rear attack, I destroyed Captain .Tack's camp, and crossed to the
other side of the river by the ford, a march of fifteen miles, taking post at Crawley's
ranch, where I now am. I need re-enforcements and orders as to future course. There
are a number of citizens and families in the valley it will be necessary to look after and
protect, if they are not already killed. ~lost of the Indians have retired to their caves
Ronth of Tnlc Lake, but I imagine will soon be out in war parties.
From the best infornu1tion I can get, Captain Jack, Scar-faced Charlie, and Black
Jim arc killed or mortally woumled.
The troop behaved gallantly and deserves eycry praise. The fight was at closequarters, and very severe for thirty minutes. The citizens engaged did goo(] service,
I learu, and deserve mnch credit; bnt tor them we would have lHtd a fire in rear that
would have been very destrncti ve. The Indians or their leaders were determined una
1ight. at all hazards, aud got cnongb of it, I think. The worst wen among them are undoubtedly killed, 110t less than lG of them being put out of the way. I ueed mor<' men,
for the valley will have to be scouted to protect the citizens. The troop from Warner
~:>bould come over immediately, if it is intended to pursue these Indians. Please send
me iustrncti ous by comier at once. Dr. MeElderry, who goes up this moming with
the wonuded, will giYe you more detailed information.
Citizens killed, John Thurber, William Nuss; wounded, Joe Pennig.
Soldiers killed, Private Harris; soldiers WQUtHled, Corporal Fitzgerald, severely;
Corporal Cballinor, Private Totten, Private Doyle, Private KasshaJer, severely; Private Kershaw, Private Gallagher, severely.
In baste, I aru, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J A~fES JACKSON,
Captain First Cm,ahy, Commancling B Troop.
Major JonN GREEN,
I!'irst Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS

ARMY OF THE UNITED

S1'A1'ES,

TVashington, D. G., January 8, 18i3.
GENERAL: B.r direction of the General of the Army yon are hereby
informed that your action in emplosing Iudian scouts, referred to in
your letter of December 10, 1873, to the arljutaut-general, l\lilitary Divis·

iou ,of the Pacific, is approved by the Secretary of Vf ar.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'VM. D. V\THJPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

:Brig. Hen. E. R. S.

CANBY.

Oo;nrnand-ing Department of the Columbia, Portland Oreg.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

TiTaskington City. January 14, 1873.
SIR: This Department is in receipt of reports from the Department
.of the Columbia of an engagement near Fort Klamath, Oregou, between
the military forces and a band of Modoc Indians, whom they were endeaYori.ng, under the orders of the Indian superintendent, to comtwl to
go upou their reservation, copies of wllich I have had prepared and

:transmit herewith for your information.
'Very respectfully, your obedieut serYant,
WM. W. BELK1{A.P,
Secrdarry of War.

'E£on. SECRETARY

OF THE

INTERIOR.

DIS'fRIC1' OF 'fTIE LAKES,
Oarnp Warner, Oregon, December 5, 1872.
SIR : For the iuf.or.m atiou of the general commanding the department,
I hav-e tile honDr to sulJmit herewith copies of my correspondence with
-HEADQUARTERS
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F. B. Odeneal, superintenuent of Indian affairs fvr Oregon, of reports
received from Major Green, First Cavalry, commanding Fort Klamath,
iueluclin g Capt. James Jackson's report of his figbt with the l\lodocs;
also copies of my instructions and orders to commanding officers at
Fort Klamath, Camp Bidwell, California, and Harney.
By this correspondence it will l>e seen tbat every available soldier at
my disposal is now in the Modoc country.
Indian ruuners from Yainax assure me that Captain Jack ·w as killed
h~r the troops soon after he opened fire on them at his camp, hi8 supplies and camp burned, and hi.s stock captured by the troops.
If tbis is the case, I <lo not believe we need anticipate a continued
resistance from tbis little band of Modocs. Of course, unless other int~trnction s are received, field operations against the hostile parties of the
:Uodocs will be continued until their submission is complete, and until
they obey tile superintendent's orders.
Tlle best informed officials at Klamath and Yainax had assured me
Captain Jack would not resist miiitary authority, a.nd llis uefiant attitude and ultimate firing on Captain Jackson's force, killing citizens and
soldiers, was as unexpected as it was deplorablt-.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,
L 'ieut. Col. '1 wentyjirst Infantry, Com'd'g District of the Lakes.
The ASSISTANT AD.JUTANT-GENERAL,
Department of the Columzbia, PoYtland, Oregon.
1

1.

L .ums,
Carnp Warner, Oregon, N01:ember 14: 1872.
Sm: I am <.1irectecl l•y the commanding officer District of the Lakes to inform yon
that instructions just received from the general commanding the department stato
that an effort will be made dnring this month, by t.ho superintendent of 1IH1ian affairs
for Oregou, to remove Captain Jack and his band of Modoc Indians to the Yainax reservation.
Tlwngh the ~:>nperintenclent does not now anticipate any difficulty in accomplishing
this witlwnt the aid of troops, still it may possibly be necessary to use, or at least
make a show of, military force.
Yon will please render the superintendent every facility in your power, if called npon
to do so, and report at once whether in your opinion a larger force than youuow have
will be required to accomplish the desirtld removal.
Yon will please report by courier an~'thing of importance or interest that yon may
learn concerning the Modocs, or the movements of the superintendent of Indian atfairs
for Oregon, and send your reply to this letter by courier at an early date.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
First Lieutenant First Caval1·y, A . .Ll. • .J. G.
HEADQUARTERS DISTIUCT OF THE

CmL'ItANDING 0PFIC1m,

Fort Klarnath, Oregon.

2.
HEADQUARTEHS FORT KI,Al\L\TII, OREGON,

Norembm· 25, 1872.
Sm: In reply to your commnnication of November 14, 1872, I have the honor to ·
report that matters remain very much as they were \vheu the district comwaudcr was
at the post.
ThPre bas been no effort made, as far as I know, to remove the Modocs; however, I
lcam the superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon carne up with Major Eggleston.
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this evening, but he has made no request of me as yet, and of
short a time.
I sent my scout to the Modoc country, who has jnst returned, and states tllat the
situation is the same as when I visited them, and it is to be seen what they will do
when orderecl to Yainax.
If they refuse to go, of course the larger the force that can be brought against them
the quicker the matter will eml.
I would therefore respectfully recommend that the cavalry troop at your headquarters be kept in readiness to join that at this post, ifrequireu by the superintendent.
In conclusion, I would assure the district commander that he will be notified of any
emergency so soon as I am aware of it myself.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GREEN,
Major First Cat•alry, Cornmancling.
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
District of the Lakes, Camp Warne1·, Oregon.

3.
OREGON SUPERINTENDENCY, KLAMATH AGE~CY,
Novembe!' 25, 1872.
SIR: 1 am here for the purpose of putting the Modoc Indians upon the reservfttion,
in pursuance of an order from the honoraule Commissioner of Indian Affairs, a copy of
which is as follows, to wit :
"You are directed to remove the Modoc Indians to Camp Yainax on Klamath reservation, peaceably if you possibly can, but forcibly if you must."
I have requested t.be head-men of tho tribe to meet me at Link River on the 28th
instant, at which t,ime I shall endeavor to persuade them to return to Yainax at once.
In the event they shall refuse to meet me, or shall refuse to come upon tile reservation voluntarily, then I shall call upon you for a sufficient force to compel tilem to
do so.
They have some eighty well a.nned warriors, and I would respectfully suggest that
as large force be brought to bear against them at once as you can conveniently furnish,
in the event it shall be dctermiucu that they cannot be removed peaceably.
This will, I think, overawe them, and probably render the shedding of blood unnecessary.
Immediately after the conference referred to, I will inform you of the result
thereof, and in the meantime I have to rflquest t.hat all necesary preliminary arrangtl·
ments be made for concentrating the forces at your command, and having them ready
for active operations.
Very respeetfully, your obedient servant,
F. B. ODENEAL,
Snperintendent Inclian Affairs for Oregon.
Lieut. Col. FHANK WHEATON,
Commanding District of the Lakes, Carnp Wamer, Otegon.

4.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES,
Ca·m p Wanuw, Oregon, November 29,1872.
Sm: Your letter conceming the proposed removal of the Modoc band to the Yainax
re!"ervation was duly receiveu, and in reply thereto I would state that, under instructions from the commanding general Department of the Columbia, the necessary preliminary steps have already been taken for the concentration of all available mounted
men of the garrisons at Harney, Bidwell, Warner, and Klamath, with a view to their
employment against the l\lodocs, if they wil111ot move peaceably to Yainax.
I trust there will be no serious difficulty in inducing these Iudians to make the
desired move, bnt if there should be, you may rely upon my fnll and hearty co-operation to enable yon to carry out any instructions you may at any time recei \'e concerning the Modocs or other Indians in this vicinity.
The troops nearest to Klamath will move promptly to re-enforce Colonel Green's
command, whenever it becomes necessary.
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I am confined to my bed with a severe attack of qninsy, but hope to be out soon.
If you should have occasion to visit this section of the country, I shall be glad torecei\e and entertain you.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON.
Brevet Major-General, U.S . .A.,
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-first Infantry, Commanding Distr·ict of the Lalces.
Mr. F. B. ODENEAL,
Superintenclent Indian Affai1'8 for Oregon, Klamath Agency.

5.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES,

Camp Wanzer, Oregon, November 29, 1872.
SIR: I am directed by the district commander to acknowledge the reeeipt of your
communication of the 25th instant; he desires me to say he would write you more
fully were it not for his being confined to his bed with sickness; he hopes to be about
again in a few days.
Should you ·requh·e the services of Captain Perry's troop, it can be sent you on a
moment's notice.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
First Lieutenant Fi1·st Cavalry, A . .:1.. A. G.
Cm.nrANDING OFFICER,

Fort Klamath, Oregon.

6.
Copy of letter from Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, commanding Fort Klamath,
Oregon, to commanding officer District of the Lakes, dated November 28, 1872.

7.

Copy of letter from F. B. Odeneal, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon, to
commanding officer, Fort Klamath, Oregon, dated November 27, 1872.

8.
Copy of orders No. 93, headquarters Fort Klamath, Oregon, November 28, 1872
ordering Captain Jackson, First Cavalry, with his company to Link River.

9.

Copy of letter from commanding officer, Fort Klamath, Oregon, to commanding
officer, District of the Lakes, dated December 1, 1872.

10.
Copy of letter from Capt. James Jackson, First Cavalry, to commanding officer Fort
Klamath, Oregon, (report of fight with Modocs,) dated November 30, 1872.
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11.
Copy of orders No. 94, headquarters Fort Klamath, Oregon, November
ordering all available men company F, Twenty-first Infantry, to Liukville.

12.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT oF TilE LAims,

Camp Tf'arner, 01'egon, December l, 18i2.
Sm: I am directed by the commanding officer District of the Lakes to acknowle{ige
the receipt of your communication of November 28, 1872, and its inclosnres, showing
that Captain Jack, the chief of tbe l\Iodoc band, refuses to obey the orders of .:11r. F.
B. Odeneal, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon.
I am also directed to inform you that, owing to the sickness of the district commander, who has been confined to his bed for several days, he requests sou to represent him in this matter, and by his direction compel the Modocs to render prompt and
implicit obedience to the superintendent's authority and orders, all the force at your
command to be used to this end; it will be re-enforced by Captain Perry's Troop F, First
Cavalry, and a detachment from Camp Bidwell, California, making a force of about
seventy-five completely equipped cavalry. This, with Captain Jackson's troop, will
will give you for field-service about one hundred aud fifty cavalry.
Yon will please proceed at once with this commanu to Captain .Jack's camp, arrest
him and the head-wen who deny the superintendent's authority, and compel tl.Jeir
obedience.
It is not believed that more than a show of military force will be necessary to awe
the sixty armed Modocs into submission, and only as a dire necessity and as a last
resort will you permit the troops to engage and kill any of the Modocs, the object
being to compel Captain Jack and his people to recognize Superintendeut Ollcneal's
authority, without bloodshed, if it is possible.
If it should bBcome necessary, the district commander will bring the mounted force
from Camp Harney, and as soon as possible, joiu you in the field.
The Modocs must be brought to terms if it takes every soldier in the district, or
more, to accomplish it.
Captain Perry \Yill lenve Camp Warner with his detachment on Tnesclay morning,
December 2, 18i2, ·with orders to report to yon at Klamath; he will obey any order
you may send him while he is en 1'outc to your post.
You are authorized to employ such interpreters, scouts, guides, packers, and expressmen, temporarily, for this special service as may be necessary.
You will please keep the district commander full)7 and promptly advised of the situation, and immediately cornmunicate with Superintendent Odeneal, showing a desire
to sustain and aid him.
Should tbe lJresence of Captain Jackson's force of cavalry in the Modoc country
already have accoruplisbed all that Mr. Odeneal desires, and Captain Perry's re-enforeement not be reqnired, you will please direct its return to Camp Warner.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
Fi1·st Lieutenant First Caval1·y, A . ..1 • .J. G.
CO:>.Il\:fANDING OFFICER,

Port 11.latnath, Oregon.

13.
HEADQUARTERS DISTHICT OF TilE LAKES,

Carnp Warner, Oregon, December 3, 1872.
SIR: By direction of tl1e commanding officer district of the lakes, I inclose you a
copy of Captain Jackson's report of his recent fight with the Modoc Indians, near
Crawley's ranch, Tule Lake, about 36 miles from Klamath.
In order to protect tLe roau between Lake City and Linkville, and in order to prevent any depredations by the Mouocs between Dorner's Bridge and 'l'nle Lake, you
·w ill, with the least possible delay, send or take all your ava,ilable force, le:LYing- at
your post only such men as may be absolutely necessary as a guard, to Crawlt'y's
ranch, about 96 miles from Bidwell, where Captain Jackson is now supposed to be,
ill order to co-operate, if it is necessary, with Captain Jackson's troop from Klamath,
or with Captain Peny's troop from vVaruer.
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Capt. D. Perry's command, including Lieutenant Kyle's detachment, lea,ves Rigg's
nmch, at north end of Goose Lake Valley, to-night, and makes forced marches· via
Yaiuax to Crawley's ranch to join Captain Jackson.
Captain Perry's wagons do not accompany him, but will be moved to Klamath for
supplies.
~loving by the route indicated, you will open communication with Captain Jackson
or Captain Perry at the earliest date. If Major Green is with either command, report
to him for further instructions; if lw is not, co-operate with either of the two troops
1mtil you receive orders from Major Green, who will be notified by courier of your intended route, &c.
Unless Major Green should consider it essential, the detachment herein ordered from
;your post will not be detained any length of time in the Modoc country; it is believed
that Captain Jackson and Captain Perry's troops, :wd Lieutena,nt Kyle's detachment,
will be a sufficient force for present operations against the Modoc ba,nd, said to be
seYeuty stong, and the Ino,·ement herein ordered is mainly as a protection to the road
aboYe indicaterl, and to re-assure settlers in that region.
In order to con1pl;v promptly with these orders, you are authorized to employ, temporarily for the trip, snell guides, packers, &c., as may be necessary.
The dtltacbme:Jt herein ordered should be supplied with not less than eight days'
rations.
By command of Lieut.-Col. Frank Vlheaton, commanding District of the Lakes:
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
Fi1·st Lieutenant First Cavalry, A. A . .d. G.
Capt. R. F .. BrmNARD,
Commanding Camp Bidwell, California.

[Special Orders No. 16.]

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES,
Camp Wa1'ner, 01'egon, Decembm· 1, 1872.
The comma,nding officer of Camp Harney, Oregon, will send, without delay, to report at these beadquarters, a detachment consisting of one commissioned officer, four
non-commissioned officers, and tp.irty enlisted men from the cavalry troop serving at
that post.
The necessary tran8porta,tion for carrying Rupplics as far as Camp Warner will be
provided. aiH1 the detachment will be mounted on the best available horses.
It is possiiJle that this detachn1ent will be needed iu the force required to place the
l\fodoc India,ns on the reserYation at Yaina,x, where they now defiantly refnse to go.
The detachment should be armed with carbines and pistols, with only the amount of
ammunition carried iu the cartridge boxes; a, fnrther supply, if required, can be furnished from the ordnance store-house at these headquarters.
By command of Lient.-Col. Frank Whea,ton:
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
Fi1'st Lieutenant Fi1·st Caval1'y, A. A. £1. G.

15.
HEADQUARTJms DrsTIUCT OF TIIE LAKES,
Carnp Wa1'ne1·, Oregon, December 5, 1872.
MAJOR: I a,m directed to .acknowledge the receipt of your communication of December 1, 1872, inclosing Captain Jackson's report of his attack on the Modoc camp, NoYember 29, 1872, after the Modocs had opened fire on his command.
Now that Captain Jack's band of MQdoc Indians have commenced hostilities, killed
and wounded citizens and United Stu, s soldiers, they must of course be treated like
other hostile savages who refuse to go npon a reservation, and be hunted and pursued
until their submission to the Government is complete.
Capt. D. Perry with his troop F, First Cavalry, and Lieutenant Kyle's detachment from Camp Bidwell were en 1·oute to Rigg's ranch, when they met the courier
bringmg the dispatch referred to above.
Captain Perry bas been authorized to open n.ny communications "en 1·outc" to district headquarters. He reports that be ,-dll make forced marches from the head of Goose
Lake Valley to join Captain Jackson, via Yaiuax, sending his wagons to Klamat.ll for
supplies.· He was directed to send an Indian runner from Yainax, to notify you when
he reached and when he left that point.
Inclosed yon willvlease ii.nd. a, copy of orders sent Capt. R. F. Bernard, First Cn.va.1ry,
commanding Caru p Bid well, California,. Beruard's movements toward l{lama.th via Lake
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City, pass Dower's Bridge and Hesse's ranch to Crawley's ranch. Tule Lake will be
impoitant to re-assure settlers on these roads, and if the Modocs have not already come
to terms, by the time be enters their country from the rear, and unexpectedly, his presence will have a. good effect, and yon may find use for his command, if Captain Ja.ck's
band has scattered to elude pursuit.
Should yon have moved the troops from the vicinity of Crawley's, please send Captain
Bernard your orders by special courier; he is ordered to report to you.
You have under your direction every mau that can be mounted from Warner, Bid·
well, and Klamath.
The district commander bas detained your couriers until this morning, to sencl yon
accurate information of Captain Bernard's movement; he left Camp Bidwell at lOt a.m.
yesteruay, December 4, 1872, with a detachment of 24 men, no pack-mules or wagons, 5
days' rations on his saddle; he will make forced marches to join Captain Jackson as
soon as practicable; a wagon of supplies follows him to Dower's Bridge.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
First Lieutenant Fi1'st Cavalry, A. A. A. G.
Major JOHN GREEN,
Commanding Fot·t Klamath, 01·egon.
[First indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., December 21, 1872.
Official copy respectfully furnished the Assistant Adjutant-General,
Military Division of the Pacific, for the information of the division commander.
The communications marked 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, were furnished with
my letter of December 10, 1872.
ED. H. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS MILrt.'.ARY DIVISION P .ACIFIC,
San Francisco, J anua.ry 3, 1873.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General.
J. C. KELTON,
Lietttenant-Oolonel, A. A. G.,
In absence of Brig. Gen. CANBY,
Temporarily Commanding.

CAMP AT CR.A.WLEY'S RANCH,
Lost :River, Oreg., December 2, 1872.
MAJOR: I sent you two days ago a hasty report of operations in the
field. I have now the honor to submit a detailed report of my operations since I left Fort Klamath, Oregon.
In compliance with your orders, No. 93, of November 28th, I moved
from Fort Klamath, Oregon, at 11 a. m with Lieutenant Boutelle, Doctor McElderry, thirty-six men of B Troop in column, and four with
the pack-train. Guided by Mr. Ivan Applegate, we marched all day
and night, through a heavy rain-storm, and arrived at the principal
camp of the Modoc Indians about daylight. Forming line, I mo\'ed
down on the camp at a trot, completely surprising the Indians. and
creating great commotion among them. Halting just at the edge of the
camp, I called to them to lay down their arms and surrender. . I also
got Mr. Applegate to interpret to them my intentions, and ask them to
comply with the orders of the Indian Department. Some of them
seemed willing to do so, but Scar-faced Charlie, Black Jim, and some
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otllers, kept their guns and commenced making hostile demonstrations
against us. After repeated demands on them to lay down their arms
and surrender had been unheeded, and seeing that the hostile Indians
were g-etting more numerous and determined, I directed Lieutenant
Boutelle to take some men from the line and arrest the leaders, if possible. This order was followed by firing on the part of the Indians, and
a general engagement immediately ensued. I poured in volley after
volley among their worst men, killing most of them, capturing the
camp, and driving the Indians to the refuge of the brush and hills,
from wllence they l\:ept up a desultory fire for some little time. I lost
during the e11gagement, and almost at the first fire, one man killed and
seyen wounded, and one horse killed. After driving the Indians out of
range it became necessary to take care of my wounded, to prevent the
squaws remaining in camp from killing and mutilating them. Leaving
a slight skirmish line jn charge of Lieutenant Boutelle, I took what
men could be spared and had the dead and wounded carried to the riverbank, and from there canoed across the river and carried to Crawley's
ranch, about a half mile below.
I then dismantled the camp, capturing Captain Jack's three rifles
and llis two saddles. All Indian guns found in the camp were broken
up or thrown in the river.
At the same time that I moved on the main camp of the Modocs, a
smaller camp on the north side of the river was attacked by ten citizens,
among them Mr. Oliver Applegate, Mr. Brown, Mr. Jack Burnett, Mr.
Dennis Crawley, Mr. C. Munroe, Mr. Thurber, Mr. Colwell, and others;
tbey also demanded the surrender of these Indians, which was not
acceded to, and when the firing commenced in the main camp they
opened on the citizens and the citizens on them. One citizen (Mr. Thurber) was killed, and it is believed several Indians were killed and
wounded. The citizens, after the first attack, retired to Mr. Orawley's
ranch and kept up the fight at long range, preventing the Indians
trom crossing- the river and attacking my flank or rear.
Two citizens coming up the road, not knowing of the fight, were shot,
one mortally and tbe other dangerously wounded. Soon after the fight,
Mr. Applegate, Mr. Brown, Mr. Burnett, and some others, left to waru
citizens in other places of danger, leaving but a small force at the house
where my wounded had been sent, and where a family resided. Mr.
Crawlt~y rode up and asked for protection at the ranch, stating that the
Indians were preparing for a new attack.
I mounted my command and moved out at a trot for the ford, some
eight miles up the river, sending Lieutenaut Boutelle with a skirmish
line to clear the Indians out of the sage- brush, which he did effectually.
It was between 3 and 4 o'clock when tbe troop arrived at the rancll,
where we took post to await supplies and care for the wounded. While
mo-ving around to the ranch, some straggling Indians collected on the
other side of the river and burned a hay-stack and house belonging to
1\Ir. Munroe. After this they moYed out down Tule Lake for their
refuge in the caves and rocks south of the lake. One band from the
nortll side of tlle river, who hatl been fighting the citizens, moved down
on that side of the lal\e during the fight and commenced killing the unwarued inhabitants ofTule LakP. Valley.
It was not until the next morniug after the fight, while sending the
wounded away in charge of the surgeon, that !learned there were any
inhabitants near the scene of conflict, or that they had been un warned
of approaching danger. I immediatel.Y sent a detachment with Mr.
Crawley to ascertain the condition or fate of these people. He visited
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the first place, (J\1r. Boddy's,) about three and a half miles below his
(.Mr. Crawley's) ranch, and found the house deserted, but everything in
order, no sign of attack or murder, no tracks around the house, a dog
tied to the door-step, and animals in the corral. Thinking from appearance that the family must have had warning and fled, and believing
that the warning had been carried down the valley, he came back and
so reported.
That evening, November 30, I moved to the foru to meet tbe supplytrain aud prevent its being intercepted by prowling bands of Indiaus.
The pack-train came up at midnight, and the next morning, Deeember
1, the command was moved back to Crawley's ranch for station, until
such time as supplies sufficient for a campaign could be collected. The
evening of the 1st December, two citizens, residents of Tule Lake Valley, came in and reported that the men of the Boddy family bad been
murdered right after or during the fight by the band of Indians who
had escaped, and that the women of the family had not been molested,
but had walked across the mountains to Lost River bridge, and were
then at Lin kville. Lieutenant Boutelle with a detachment was sent
down with these men this morning, and some of the bodies of the Boddy
family found in the timl>er, quite a distauce from the house where they
had been cutting and hauling wood. The detachment was proceeding
on down the valley when they were met by Mr. Ivan Applegate, Mr.
Langell, and some others, who had come up t,he valley, visiting the
ranehes on the north side of t.he lake. They reported the killing of the
men of the Brotherton family, (three,) two herders, and Mr. Henry Miller.
Mrs. Brotherton with her two little boys had fought the Indians away
from the house, wounding some of them. She with her three children,
two boys and a little girl, came up with the party of citizens and soldiers, and are now at this station. Quite a party of citizens have collected here.
To-morrow quite a large force will move down the valley to hunt up
the remains of the murdered inhabitants. I send you a list of those
known or supposed to have been killed:
Mr. William Boddy, Rufus Boddy, William Boddy, jr., Nicholas Shearon, William Brotherton, W. K. Brotherton, Rufus Brotherton, Ohri::;topher Erasmus, Robert Alexander, John Tober, - - - Collins, Henry
:Miller.
I have sent a detachment to Clear Lake for the protection of Mr. Jesse
Applegate's family, and will move the infantry you send me into Langell
Valley and Olear Lake, the only places now threatened. A company of
Klamath Indians, thirty-six in number, commanded by Captain Ferre of
Klamath Indian agency, came in to-day and will go out on the trail of
the Modocs to-morrow to hunt them up and keep them from raiding,
until the troops can move on their hiding-places.
I think it will be necessary to malie a depot of supplies at this point,
as beyond this, in the direction the Indians have gone, wagons cannot
be moved any distance, and the troops will have to depend on a packtrain for supplies.
·
The troop behaved splendidly under fire, although a number of the
men were raw recruits. Dr. McElderry was present on the field during
the fight, and I take great pleasure in commending him and Lieutenant
Boutelle for coolness, gallantr,y, and effi{!ient service.
I am, rqajor, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES JACKSON,
Captain First Oct1xtl1·y, commancling B Troop.
Maj. tTOHN GREEN,
First Cavalry, Oommand·ing Fort Klamath, Oregon.
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[Indorsements.]

HEADQUARTERS Fon,1' KLA:iYIATrr, OREGoN,

December 7, 1872.
Rf'spectfnlly forwarded to department headquarters.
Captain .Jackson is entitled to great credit for making the march he
<lid, and ~o;o completely surprising the Indians. He and the officers under
him, as well as the troop, behaved most gallantl.Y in this affair, and
faithfnlly carried out my instructions .
.Assistant Surgeon Henry McElderry is also entitled to great credit
for his care of the wounded and devotion to them.
Lieutenant Boutelle I know to be a gallant and bra\-e officer deserving
all the praise Captain Jackson giYes bim.
It is gratif.ying to be able to add that during the fight no Inuian
wowen or children were killed, except one child accidentally shot .
.JOHN GHEEN,
JJ1.ajor First Ca.valry, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTn-IENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg, December 21, 1872.
Official copy respectfully furnished the assistant adjutant-general,
l\Iilitary Divi::;;ion Pacific, for the iuformllltion of tlle divi:::;ion commander.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
BTigadia- GeneJ·al, Commanding.

P .A.CIFIC,
Scm Francisco, Jamtary 4, 1872.

HEADQUARTERS l\liLI'rARY DIVISION

Respectfully forwarded to the adjutant-general.
J. C. KELTON,
.Assistant .Adjuta.nt- General.
In ausence of Brig. GPn. E. H. S. CANBY,
Temporarily Omnmanding.

w .A.R

DEP .A.R'l'MENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE.

Washington, Januar.z; 15, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the Headquarters of the Army, before being
submitted to the Secretary of War.
E. D. TOvYNSEND •
.ildj utunt- Ge~m·al.
HEADQUAR'l'ERS OF TilE 'ARMY,

TVashington, Janum·y 16, 1873.
Respeetfully submitted to the Secretary of \.Yar for his information.
At tuis <li::;tance it is impossible to judge of tlle steps neces:sary to
maintain the peace of the frontier; but Gen. B. H. S. Can by is in aetual
et,mmand of all the troops and resources of the country, and will doubtless briug this matter to a satisfactory end.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
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WAR DEPAR'r)iENT,
Washington City, January 27, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transrnit for your information copy of the
report of Capt ..James J·ackson, First Cavalry, of the fight with tbe
l\iodoc Indians, at Lost River, Oreg., November 29, 1872, together with
copies of correspondence between the commanding offieer, District of
the Lakes, and the superintendent of Indian Affctirs for Oregon.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wl\1:. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of Wa1·.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPA.R'l'MENT oF 'l'HE CoLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., Janua1·y 20, 1H73, 6.45 p. m.
ASSISTANT ADJL[TANT-GENERAL,
Headquarters of the Army, Washington, D. G. :
Colonel Wheaton attacked the Modoc stronghold on the 17th instant
with a force of four hundred men, and failed to dislodge them after a
fight lasting from 8 o'clock in the morning until dark. His loss is auout
fort.v, killed and wounded. Two officers, Captain Perry, Reverely, and
Lieutenant Kyle, slightly, wounded. I have ordered two companies
of artillery and two companies of infantry from the Departmeut of Califoruia, and one of artillery and one of infantry from the Department of
the Columbia into the District of the Lakes. A company of cavalry from
the Department of California was ordered into the district for the pro.
tect.ion of 8urprise Valley uu the 18th instant, and will also be available.
E. R. S. CA:NBY,
Brigadier- General Com:mandinq.

[Telegram.]

HE.A.DQU..A.R'l'ERS

DEPAR~rl\fENT

OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., Jam.tary 20, 11.40 p.m .
.ASSISTANT ADJUT.A.NT-G ENERAL,
Headquarters of the Army, HTashington, D. G. :
Heports from interior posts as to the disposition of the Indians are
entirely satisfactory, although they appear to be fully apprised of the
difficulties with the Modocs. The force in the .Mouoc country, when
troops ordered arrive, will be about six hundred regulars, exclu~-;h·e of
the garrisons that have been left, at Bidwell, Klamath, 'Varner, anti
Harney. This lea\7 es some parts of the country inadequately gllar<led,
if other Indians should take part with the Modocs or be disposed to
make war on their own account.
'l'o proviue fur this, I recommend that conditional authority be gireu
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to call upon the governors of California and Oregon for two companies
of volunteers from each State.
I also recommend that authority be given to muster into the service
one hundred Indian scouts.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Omnmanding.
:NoTE.-The detailed reports of the engagement of January 17, 1873,
and of preliminary operations, are inserted here to complete the history
of that affair.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN'l' OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., January 15, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a report from the com-

manding officer of the District of the Lakes in relation to affairs in the
Modoc country, and to the immediate cause of the present troul>les with
those Indians.
A graYe mistake was no doubt committed in attempting their removal
before a sufficient force had been collected to secure that result beyond
the probability of failure; but I think it is just to give, in reference to
the concluding part of Lieutenant-Colonel vVheaton's report, the statement made to me in conversation by the superintendent after his return
from the Modoc conn try.
On his arrival at Link ville be notified Colonel Wheaton, in accordance
with previous arrangements with me, of hi~:; presence at that place, and
the purpose for which he had come. See letter of November 2.3, copy
forwarded December 21, 1872.
The information derived from the officers of the Indian Department,
employed in that part of the count.ry, and from residents familiar with
the circumstances, satisfied him that the Modocs were under evil influences from the unauthorized and illegal interference of interested parties
(whites) who had counseled them to resist removal. The refusal of the
:Modoc leaders to meet him was conclusive to his judgment that evil
counsel had prevailed, and that extended hostilities could only be prevented by the prompt application of force, and before the leaders could
have time to concoct measures of resistance, or bring other Indians to
their aid. From the same source of information, as to the number and
disposition of the Indians with Captain Jack, he was satisfied that the
camp could be surprised and the leaders arrested, and that this accomplished, the matter would be ended without further trouble. From this
conviction he made the suggestion contained in his letter of November
27, 1872, forwarded December 10, 1872, upon which Major Green acted.
If the state of facts, which existed at the time this suggestion was made,
bad continued without chauge, the attempt no doubt would have succeeded, but, in the mean time, the Modoc leaders were not idle, and bad
gathered in all their people that could be reached, and when the troops
arriveu were in greatly snperior force.
The original arrangement should have been carried out. The question
as to the time and manner of applying force rested in the discretion of
the military commander, to whom it had been committed, aud, while I
think that Major Green was in error upon this point, I do not think that
eitliCr he or the superintendent should be judged wholly by the result.
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If the measures had succeeded, the conception and the execntion would
probably have been as highly commended as they are now censured.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Briga.dier- General Cornrnanding.
ASSIS'l'ANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Headqua·r ters Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Val.
rindorsments. j

HEADQUARTERS MILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San F ·rancisco, Cal., ~Tamtary 22, 1873.
Respectfully transmitted to the Adjutant-General, headquarters of
the Army, for the information of the General of the Army.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadim·- General Oornrnanding.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

TV ashington, February 1, 1873.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
[Inclosure.]
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT 01~ THE LAKES
AND OF THE 'l'ROOPS 0PERATI~G IN THE MODOC COUNTRY,

Cwnp near Crawley's Ranch, Lost River, December 26, 18i2.
GEN1WAL: Yonr dispatch of the 19th of December was received here by rue yester-

day. I reacheft this camp after a tedious journey in very severe weather over the
mountain-trail from Waruer, and found the position of the troops as follows: Colonel
Green with Jackson's Troop B, First Cavalry, at Crawley's ranch, a miseraule
shanty on Lost River, north of TuleLake, and twenty miles south of Linkville; Perry,
·with his troop F, First Cavalry, at Van Bremer's ranch, where hay can be procured,
west of TuleLake, on 'Villow Creek, a stream .flowing into Klamath Lake, and about
twelve miles west of the Mocioc camp; Bernard's Troop G, First Cavalry, at the site
of Sandsbreath ranch, on east side of Modoc camp, and about thirteen miles from it.
From Bernard's camp to the Modoc stronghold the trail is entirely through broken
lava-beds, a pedregral. From Perry's camp the Modoc camp can be approached to within
tluee miles l.Jefore this pedregral becomes difficult and very rough.
Mason's battalion of 64 (called two companies) muskets "'as halted and camped here
to be more readily supplied.
Inclosed please find my first field-order issnerl after my arrival here. I found an
unexpected difficulty in the scarcity of ammunition at Klamath, nearly all tlle Spencers having been issued to citi7.ens the clay after Jackson's fight at the Modoc camp,
and the supply of Sharp's and Springfield ntterly inadequate; some of tbe troops today have bnt five and ten rounds apiece. As BidwelL was the nearest point, I have
sent Colonel Bernard to that point for ammunition, and it will be here as soon tts possible, probably by the 2(1 of January. Inforru<tt.ion received yesterday from Lieutenant Stone, at Jacksonville, assures me the section of howitzers will reach there tomorrow. If the amount of ammunition on hand had been sufficient, and 1varmnterl me
in doing so, I would have ordered the attack on abont the 27t.h December, but the
howitzers and ammunition for small-arms will reach us at about the same time, and
we will be prepared to make short work of this impudent and enterprising savage. I
feel confident the gnus will astonish and terrify tllem, and perhaps save much close
skirmishing and loss of life.
The day before the fight I shall move np with the troops on the west side to a point
three miles from the Modoc stronghold and camp; at daylight next day we will
skirmish iuto the lava-beds, and close on the Modoc cave or fortification, differently
named and described, while the troops on the east side close ou tlle ludians simultaneonsl.v from the opposite direction.
Major Jackson's B Troop is now with Bernard's, at Land's Burnt ranch, and for the
following reason : On t.he afternoon of the 22d, as Bernard's wagon, retnruing to him
from Bidwell, was within a mile of his camp, it was driven into an ambuscade, and
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was attacked by about sixty-five Modocs. Lieutenant Kyle immediately rushed out
of Bernard's camp with nearly all the troop, only ten mounted, and succeeded in sa,vin~ the team and its valuable contents. One soldi~r, five horses, and one mnle >vere
killed at the first fire. The Indians continued a skirmish with Bernard until dark,
one other soldier being killed, no other casualties occurring. They were easily driven
from one strong rocky ledge to another, and have not been seen or heanl fi·om since.
Bernard thinks they were astonished at the range of our pieces, and after the fin;t few
shots they did not approach witl;lin :five hundred yards of his camp. A bugler, though
pursued by the Modocs, who were mostly mounted, succeeded in reaching this point,
and Jackson's troop was at once dispatched to Bernard's aid, reaching him at about
11 p. m., the Modocs having retreated some time before.
The camps as now arranged cover the country well: and prevent any large party of
Modocs from depredating.
I do not think the citizens are in danger, and nnless the Modocs crawl off south
through the lava-beds on our approach, we hope to make short work of them very
soon after our ammunition comes up. If they do escape, they have no good place to
pnt their families in, and though some Pit River Indians are reported. to have joined
them, I am confident of soon clearing them out of that country.
I don't think more than one hundred fighting Indians are with Captain Jack, and I
propose to stick to the Modoc band until you are satisfied with the results accomplished.
In my opinion, if Indian Superintendent Odeneal had exercised a little more judgment and discretion in selecting his agents to deal with the Modocs, (he never saw
them himself,) and instead of nrging and insisting on Green's attacking them at once,
bacl notified me of their refusal to come in, at I va.n Applegate's request, all their horrid
massacres would have been prevented, and great expense avoided. At the first information of Modoc Jack's refusal to obey Mr. Odeneal's orders, I could have had Bernard's troop from Bidwell and Perry's from Warner, here, and, joined to Jackson's from
Klamath, would have had a force on hand Captain Jack would never have dreamed of
opposing. But 1\Ir. I van Applegate was sent by Ode neal to Klamath, to insist on an
immccliate movement of Jackson's troop on the Modocs, and the result was a fight,
before I was advised that the Modocs refused to come to the reservation, Mr. Ivan
Applegate insisting that thirty men would be ample force, as the Modocs would not
think of fighting at all.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,
Lient. Col. Twenty-First Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen.,
Commanding District of the Lakes.
~Iaj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Depa1'trnent of the Columbia.

WAR DEPAR'l'MENT,
Washington City, February 7, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for your information, copies of
the letters of the commanding officers of the Department of the Columbia, of the 15th ultimo, and the District of the Lakes, &c., of the 26th
December, 1872, in relation to the affairs in the Modoc country, and the
cause of the present troubles with those Indians.
Very respectfully, your' obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Sec-retary of War.
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

CAMP NEAR VAN BRIMMER'S RANCH,
Siskiyou County, California, January 15, 1873.
GENERAL: I am happy Lo announce that, after all our annoying delays, we are now in better condition than I eYer saw troops for a movement against hostile Indians. Within thirty-six hours after Lieutenant
H.Ex.122-4
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Miller, First OaYalry, reached me with the howitzers, a well-selected
and Yery efficient gun-detachment were handling them to the infinite
delight of the volunteers. They would not have remained a day longer
than January 6, had it not have been certain that the guns were coming.
Now our artillery pack-trai.n and howitzer details are admirably
drilled, we leave for Captain Jack's Gibralter to-morrow morning, and
a more enthusiastic, jolly set of regulars and volunteers I never had the
pleasure to command.
If the Modocs will only try to make good their boast to whip a thousand soldiers, all will be satisfied. We leave our horses here under
guard. rrhey would be a constant source of anxiety in the lava-beds,
and might be difficult to manage. Our scouts and friendly Indians insist that the Modocs will fight us desperately, l.mt I don't understand
how they ean think of attempting any serious resistance, thougll, of
course, we are prepared for their fight or .flight. Rauchmen, far and
near, haye been notified, and the volunteers will probably muster one
hundred and fifty all told. Lientenaut Ross arrived to-day with nineteen men. The infantry battalion will muster ninety-five muskets,
including seventeen of F Uompany, from Klamath. Bernard will take
one hundred men into the hwa to-morrow from the east side. Perry,
here, will take in forty-five men with Spencer carbines. During our
tedious delays, the entire force has been constantly drilled, and practiced
at targets, and they needed. it.
::No effort on our part can prevent the Modocs from crawling out and
scattering; we will do all we can to prevent it, and are to bunt and
pursue them. I hope in forty-eight hours to be able to send you satisfactory information.
From Portland and Jacksonville we hear frightful rumors of Modoc
depredatiOns. No one hears such reports in the section that will really
be menaced if the Modocs should scatter.
I will keep you constantly ad vised, and write by regular mails, and
e.,.:ery other opportunity.
Inclosed please find a copy of the order under which we move to-morrow. I would not have gone into details so fully, but Green asked me to
place and arrange the movements. All works well. The regulars and
volunteers harmonize wonderfully.
I am, general, your obedient,
FRANK WHEATON,
U.S. A.
Maj. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Oormnanding Departrnent, &c., Portland, Oreg.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES

AND OF 'l'HE 'l'ROOPS OPERATING IN THE MODOC COUNTRY,
Camp near Van Bremer's, California, Janua.ry 19, 1873.
GENERAL: We attacked the M0docs on the 17th with about four hundred good men, two hundred and twenty-five of them regulars. We fought
the Indians through the lava-beds to their stronghold, which is in the
center of miles of rocky fissures, caves, crevices, gorges, and ravines, some
of them one hundred feet deep. In the opinion of any experienced officer
of regulars or volunteers, one thousand men would be required to dislo(lge
them from their almost impregnable position, and it must be done deliiJerately, with a free use of mortar batteries. The Modocs were scarcely
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expo:o;en at all to our persistent attacks; they left one ledge to gain another
equally secure. One of our men was wounded twice during the day, but
he did not see an Indian at all, though we were under fire from 8 a. m.
until dark.
No troops could have fought better than all did in the attack, advancing promptly and cheerfully against an unseen enemy, over the
roughest rock-country imaginable. It was utterly impossible to accomplish more than to ~ake a forced reconnaissance developing the
Modoc strength and position. It is estimated that one hundred and
fifty Indians opposed us. The Pitt River Indians are believed to be
with them.
.
The troops have been withdrawn to their camps. The volunteers
will probably go out of service very soon. We will use our force to
endeavor to cut off raiding Modom; and operate against them in every
way possible until re-enforcements arrive. Our loss in killed and
wounded is about forty, among them two officers, Bvt. Col. David
Perry, Troop F, First Cavalry, painfully wounded in left shoulder ;
Lieut. John G. Kyle, First Cavalry, Troop G, wounded in left arm,
not seriously.
·
Please send me three hundred foot-troops at the earliest date. If they
come from San Francisco, they can reach me, via Shasta Valley, at any
time; the road is always open.
We are indebted to Gen. John E. Ross for the gallant co-operation
of the Oregon volunteers. Capt. J. A. Fairchild bronght twenty-eight
bra\Te California volunteer riflemen, who joined us in time to participate
in the attack. I am obliged to move this temporary depot back to a
more central location ou J.~ost River.
Oan the go\Ternor of California send volunteers to protect the threatened portion of his State, which is open to Modoc raids~
I am, general, very respectfully. your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,

Bvt. Maj. Gen. U. S. A., Lieut. Col. Twenty-first Infantry,
Commanding District of the Lakes.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY.

Commanding Dez)a.rtment of the Col'ttmbia, Portland, Oreg.
l Indorsements, covering Colonel Wheaton's two reports.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, California, January 30, 1873.
Respectfully transmitted to the Assistant Adjutant-General Headquarters of the Army, for the information of the General of the Army.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- Generctl, Commanding Division.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

Washington, D. C., February 8, 1873.
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
WAR DEPAR'l'l\f.BjNT,

Washington City, February 17, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to transmit, for your information,
copy of a letter from Lieut. Col. :Frank \Vheaton. Twenty-first Infantry,
of the 15th ultimo, reporting the efficiency and readiness of his com-
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rnand for an attack upon the stronghold of the Modoc Indians, and of
another dated the 19th ultimo, reporting an attack on the same on
the 17th.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
"W~lVI. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF 'l'HE INTERIOR.

CAMP WARNER,

OREGON,

May 5, 1873.
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit herewith copies of reports
forwarded by me to Gen. E. R. S. Canby, commanding Department
of the Columbia, of operations in the lava-beds in January last, and of
the battle of the :Modoc Caves fought January 17th, 1873, by troops operating under my direct,i on.
I also have the honor to submit a c-ertified copy of a letter addrest1ed
to General Canby by his excellency the governor of Oregon, in which
reference is made to my conduct of Qperations in the Modoc country and
the Lake Basin.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON, '
Bvt. JJ!Iaj. Gen. U. S. A., Lieut. Col. Twenty-jit'8t Infantry.
Gen. E. D. TowNSEND,
Adjutant-General U.S. A., War Department, Washington, D. 0.
[Inclosures.]

STATE OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,
Salem, Febnw1·y 6, 1873.
MY DEAR SIR: Allow me to make you acquainted with Gen. John F. Miller.
General Miller was wit.h Lieutenant-Colonel Wheaton during t.he late attack upon the
Modocs, and I desire that he may make some representations to you, touching the difficulties of their position and the services of Colonel Wheaton.
From reports to me of volunteer officers and of reliable citizens, I have become fully
impressed with the opinion that Colonel Wheaton, since he took the field in the Lake
Basin, has so conducted his command as to accomplish all that any officer could have
accomplished in his place.
It is but justice to Colonel Wheaton to say that he has the confidence of the officers
and men of the Oregon volunteers who lately served under him, and of the settlers
whose families are most exposed to Indian hostilities on our southern frontier. As to
his mode of attack on the 17th ultimo, I am able to say that lt was approYed by all
of our most experienced frontiermen who were present. And it is their opinion that
the incident of fog during the most of the day was not an unfavorable circumstance.
It answered the conditions of a night attack with the benefits of daylight; nearly all
losses in killed and wounded occurred after the fog cleared up.
Please permit these suggestions as an indication of my desire to express my appreciation of the services of Colonel Wheaton, and of my confidence in his skill as an
officer.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. F. GROVER.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES AND OF
TROOPS OPERATING IN THE MODOC COUNTRY,
CAMP ON LosT RIVER FoRD,
Jackson, 01·eg., February 7, 1873.
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the accompanying report of Bvt. Col. and
Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, commanding the Modoc expedition and the troops
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cngagerl in the battle of the )1odoc Caves, January 17, 1873, and with it the report of
Bvt. Col. and Maj. Edwin C. Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding a battalion of
two companies Twenty-first Infantry, and also the report of Bvt. Col. and Capt. R. }!..,,
Bernard, First Cavalry, who, in the operations in the lava-beds south of TuleLake, Cal.,
and in the battle of the Modoc Caves of January 17, 1873, commanded the troops
operating east of the Modoc position, viz: Two troops of cavalry and twenty enlisted Klamath Indian scouts.
On the 12th of January, immediately after the arrival of the mountain-howitzer
section that had been forwarded from v~.neouver arsemtl, the order for the movement
of the troops to attack the Modoc position was issued as follows:
HKADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAKES AND
TnooPs OP1CRATING IN THE MoDoc CouNTRY,
CAMP NI<~AR VAN BHEl\nm's RANCH, CAL.,

Jmmm·y 12, 1873.
[General field-order, No.3.]

I. The troops will move from their present camp east n.nd west of the ln.va-beds on
Thursday the 16th of Jaunary, 1873, and take positions for the attack on the Modoc
camp at sunrise on the following morning.
II. At 4 a. m. on Thursday next, Maj. John Green will detach Captain Perry's
Troop F, First Cavalry and order it to clear the bluff southwest of Tule Lake of Indian pickets and scouts, and cover the movement of the main force to a camp some
three miles west of the Modoc position.
III. Maj. E. C. Mason's Battalion Twenty-first Infantry, (2 companies,) C, commanded by Capt. F. H. Burton, and B, commanded by Seconu Lieut. H. D. Moore, and
a dE:'tachment of twenty men ofF Company, under First Sergt. John McNamara.
Geh. John J. Ross, Oregon volunteer militia, A, Capt. Hugh Kelly's, and B, Capt. 0.
C. Applegate's and Lieut. W. H. Miller's Battery or section of mountain-howitzers will
march from Van Bremer's ranch to camp on the bluff west of Tule Lake, in time to
reach the designated camp not later tlla.n 3 p. m. on the 16th instant.
The camp will be so located and arranged as to be secure from observation by the
Modocs, and every precaution taken to prevent the Indians from discovering our numbers and precise location.
IV. District headquarters will accompany the troops.
V. Early on the 17th of January the troops above-named will move into the lavabeds to attack the Modoc camp, and in the following order: Maj. E. C. Mason's Battalion Twenty-first Infantry leading, followed by Gen. John E. Hoss's Oregon militia, the
section of mountain-howitzers packed.
Capt. D. Perry's Troop F, First Cavalry, will follow the howitzer baitery.
VI. When the troops have reached a position ncar the Modoc camp the main
force will be deployed on the right of the infantry battalion in close skirmish order,
and a left half:.wheel of the whole line will be executed in order to enclose the southern side of the Modoc position, and connect the right of the main force with the
left of Captain Bernard's troops, who are simultaneously to attack on the east.
VII. All the troops operating against the Modocs are to move from their camps with
three days cooked rations. in haversacks, two blankets, one hundred rounds of annnunition on the person, and fifty rounds in close reserve. Canteens will be filled at Little
Klamatlt Lake by the troops moving fi·om Van Bremer's rauch, and care taken to
water every horse and pack-mule at that point, as there is no water on the bluff where
the main force will encamp on the night of the 16th instant.
VIII. Maj. John Green, First Cavalry, is charged with tho execution of the movements and the details of the attack.
IX. Lieut. vV. H. Miller, First Cavn.lry, commanding the howitzer battery, will report to Major Green for orders and instructions as to when and. where to prepare his
guns for action in the proposed attack.
X. Tbe troops on the east side of the lava-beds, at Laud's ranch, G, Capt. R. 1!,.
Bernard's, and B, f.'apt. James Jackson's, First Cavalry, and the Klamath Indian
scouts, under Dave Hill, will move from camp on the 16th instant to a point not more
than two miles from the Modoc position. At sunrise on the 17th this force will attack
tbe Modoc Cttmp, with their right resting on or near Tule Lake, and, when sufficiently
uear to render the movement advisable, a right half-wheel will be executed, in order
to connect the left of this force with the troops attacking from the west. In his
advance Capt.ain Bernard will take steps to capture any canoes the l\fodocs may have
near tbeir camp, or at least use every effort to prevent the Indians from escaping by
water. Capt. H. F. Bernard, First Cavalry, will execute these movements under such
detailed instructions as he may receive from Maj. John Green, First Cavalry.
XI. After the first three shots have been firetl from the ho,vitzer battery, as a signal
t.o the troops attacking on the east side of the Modoc camp, firi11g will cease for fifteen
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minutes, and an Indian scout directed to notify the nearest Modocs that ten
minutes will be allowed them to permit their women and children to come into
our lines. Any proposition by the Modocs to surrender will be referred at once to the
district commander, who will be present.
XII. Lieut. W. H. Bayle, Twenty-first Infantry, acting fielcl-ttnartermaster and commissary subsistence, and a guard of ten men, will remain at this camp in charge
of the temporary field-depot until further orders.
XIII. Lieut. John Q. Adams, First Cavalry, A. A. G. District of the Lakes, and commanding detachment of H Troop, First Cavalry, will furnish from his command
such details as may be required for the howitzer battery, and accompany the district
commander. Lieutenant Adams will be prepared to communicate, uy signals, with the
sergeant who has ueeu detailed for signal-duty with the troops operating on the east
side of the Modoc position.
XIV. Asst. Surg. Henry McElderry, U.S. A., will giv~ the necessary <lirections and
instructions to the medical officer with the different commands and detachments in
the field.
By order ofFRANK WHEATON,
Bvt. Maj. Gen., U.S. A., Lieut. Col. Twenty-first Infantry,
Commandin[J District of the Lakes.
JOHN Q. ADAMS,
First Lieut. First Caval1·y, A. A. A. G.
The troops moved from their respective camps east and west of the lava-beds
promptly as ordered, and at 1 p.m. on the 17th, after skirmishing with and fighting
the Modocs over rocky ridges and a very difficult country, reached a position about
three hundred yards from the Modoc stroughold, or Captain Jack's camp.
This position was on an almost inaccessiule ridge, flanked on the east and west by
ravines and gorges, and in tile midst of a mass of boulders and irregulat· fissures, t'ocky
elevations and depressions, evi<lently the result of a volcanic upheaval that had rent
and torn a belt of country ranging iu width north and south from five to eight miles,
and in length from sixteen to t.wenty two miles, aud reported by surveyors who had
partially explored it to cover about one hundred square miles of country, lying between Tnle Lake on the north and the snow mountains on the south.
Though this extraordiuary region had been descriued as being very broken and difficult to operate in by the few 'vhite men who had passed over the narrow trail leading
from the precipitous bluffs three miles 'Yest of the Modoc stronghold to the vicinity of
Land's ranch east of it, a distance of sixteen miles, their descnptions had failed to
convey an adequate idea of the strength of the enemy's camp, or the difficulties to be
overcome in attacking it.
At 1t p. m. Major Green informed me that unexpected obstacles on the right of our
west line had been encountered, and that this portion of his command rested near a
deep gorge occupied by the enemy, that could uot be flanked or carried without au
immense sacrifice, and that up to this late hour in the day, though Bernard bad evidently been warmly engaged on tlte east side since 8 a. m.,. his bullets frequently
passing over us, there seemed little or no hope that we could connect the right of our
west with the left of our east line, thus en\eloping the enemy, as had been intended,
by investing the east, south, and west points of his position.
I moved with Major Green to the right of our west line, and, after consulting with
senior officers and learning the nature of the obstacles encountered, authorized a
change in the original plan. Mujor Green suggesting that as we could not without a
larger force connect our lines south of the Modoc stronghold, we would possibly encounter fewer obstacles by moving our west line by the left near the lake shore, north
of the Modocs, and thus connecting with the right of Bernard's force, assault the
enemy's position from the north or lake side.
This movement was gallantly made, the enemy desperately contesting every inch of
ground and fighting behind t.heir uatnral fortifications, firing only through cracks and
crevices in the rocks as onr troops crawled toward theru, exposing nothing but a puff
of smoke for our men to fire at, and picking off our most advanced with deadly aim. It
was found impossible with the force engaged to carry the enemy's position by direct
attack uuless more artillery was employed, and at 5 p.m. it was determined to withdraw the troops to their camps, send for more men and guns, and renew the attack
as soon as they should arrive.
The invariable fog that almost daily ovorhangs all. or a large portion, of the lavabeds at this season of the year was, dnriug the morning of the 17th, and until 2 p.m.,
unusually dense. It bad been generally remarkerl, after weeks of observation, that
though this region, and often half the Jake, was enveloped in fog long after sunrise,
and frequently until noon, it was ordinarily clear before 2 p. m. At this hour, during
t.he fight, fearing that the continued fog might add to the difficulties Major Grren would
encounter in the proposed attack from the lake side, I authorized him to withdraw the
troops until the fog lifted, unless he felt confident the proposed attack would succeed.
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The difficulties encountered in moving to connect our lines by the lake side were
very great., the troops being hardly able to crawl over the sharp rocks and ledges that
separate them, and at the same t1me fight a well-entrenched and desperate enemy,
proYerbially skillful as marksmen and armed with good rifles.
Bernard had been nnable during the entire day, au!l after hard fighting, to advance
across the gorge in his front; the movement towanl his right was not accomplished
until nearly dark, and snnset found the troops too much exhausted to render a night
attack practicable. It was evident to all that we bad not force enough to invest the
enemy's position, or artillery enough to shell him ont of it.
Major Green withdrew, as be bad been authorized to do, during the night of the 17th
to Land's Ranch, fourteen rn1les east of the Modoc camp, and being unable to connect
with him or communicate with him except by signals, I informed biru, j nst before dark,
that I would encamp on the bluff we bad left in the morning, three miles west of the
:Modocs, with the two companies of Oregon volunteers and Lieutenant Ross's detachment of fifteen regulars, guarding the mountain-howitzer section.
On the following- day, the 18th, ·we remaiued encamped on the bluff until half-past
11 a. m., and then finding that the main force with Major Green bali withdrawn to
Laud's ranch, (Bernard's old camp,) and that au immediate renewal of our attack was
impracticable, we moved back slowly with our wounded to our field-depot at Van
Bremer's mnch, from which point I applied by teleg-raph (via Yreka) for a reinforcement of three hundred men and four mortars; with this addition to our troops and
artillery I felt confident we could take Captain J aek's stronghold and destroy his murderous band.
Our operations in the lava-beds or pedregal, immediately around Captain Jack's camp,
were in such a rough and broken country, and among rocks and boulders varying in size
from a match-box to a church, that it was only with the greatest difficult.y that onr
woun(led (twenty-eight in number) could be removed, audit was found utterly impossible to remove our dead, numbering ten.
The fog lifted at intervals during the day, and, taking advantage of one of these,
Surgeon McElderry went with a stretcher-bearer to our line near our right, in order
to remove for burial Private Hollis, of F Troop, killed. The stetcher-bearer reached
the body only in time to fall, himself mortally wounded, and in a subsequent effort to
remove these bodies, another soldier was shot and painfully injured.
The enemy was so perfect!~- shielded from view, firing only through small boles and
crevices in his inaccessible rocks and caves, that it was only with infinite difficulty
onr surgeon succeeded in removing our wounded after our lines had reached their
most advanced positions.
I have been twenty-three years in the service of the Government, and have been
employed a. greater port.ion of that time on our remote frontier, and generally engaged
in operating against hostile Indians. In this service I hnve never before eocountererl
an enemy, civilized or savage, occnpying a position of snch great uatnral strength as
the Modoc stronghold, uor have I ever seen troops engage a l.letter-armed or more
skillful foe.
We are indebted to Brig. Gen. John E. Ross, Oregou militia, (an experienced veteran
pioneer of '46,) for the heart.y co-operation of his gnlla.ut Oregon volnu teers, two
companies-A, commanded by Capt. Hngh Kelly, of Jacksouville, Oreg., an<l B, commanded by Capt. Oliver E. Applegate, of the Yamos snb-ageucy, both galln.ut aud efficient officers, who did excellent service. Lientena.nts Ream antl Berry, of C, aud
Lieutenant Heizer aud ---,of B, are commeuded for their soldierly coudnct aucl
efficiency.
These troops left their homes hastily, on a moment's notice, illy prepared for the
rigors of a winter's campaign, and expecting to be in the field less than thirty days.
They are entitled to great credit for so cheerfully saerificing personal interests, aud
remaining long over their period of service, aud gallantly participating in the operatious in the lava-beds a.ud the battle of the Modoc caves.
To Capt. James A. Fairchild, of Siskiyou County, Cal., and his twenty-four volunteer
riflemen, (~elected sharpshooters and brave men,) who joined us on the afternoon of
the 16th, and co-opemted on our extreme left in the attack on the Modoc stronghold,
we arc nuder many obligations. Fonr of Captain Fairchild's little band were wounded
in the fight, (one-sixth of his force,) including his lientemwt, George Roberts. These
wounded are being carefully nursed and cared for wit.h our wounded officers and enlisted regulars at Fort Klarnath hospital.
I shall take pleasure in forwarding dctt\iled reports from the commanders of the
Oregon Volunteers and California riflemen wllen they are received.
Maj.-Gen. John F. Miller, of the Oregon militia, a veteran Indian fighter, whose
long and varied experience in t.his region gave his opinion gre~tt weight, accompanied
the troops, and was with the district commander during the a,ttack, as was also CoL
William Thompson, aid-de-camp to the governor of Oregon, and CoL L. B. Bellinger,
aid-de-camp to General Miller. These active and intelligent officers were constantly
under fire and rendered excellent service, as did Ca.pt. Ivan E. Applegate, of Swan
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Lake, Oreg., who, not heing identified with any particular organization, volluntee,r64lt:;
his services as aid during the attack and subserrnent movements.
The conspicnous gallantry and untiring energy displayed by Maj. John Green,
Firf:lt Cavalry, who commanued the troops engaged in the Modoc caves, entitles him to
the highest praise aml commendation.
Maj. E. C. Mason, Twenty-first Infantry, handled his battalion, which in the main
attack was given the arlvance, with great gallantry and skill. The services of Mason's
battalion will he best expressed when it is stated that in the fight it lost in killed and
wounded nearly one-fonr:h the number actually deployed and engaged.
This commancl was eomposcd of t" o companies of the Twenty-first Infantry, viz:
C-Oapt. G. H. Bnrton, who commanded the leading company in tbe advance in
the lava-beds and the attack on the ~Iodoc f:ltrongholcl.
Captain Burton is specially commended by his battalion commander for gallantry
an1l efficiency.
C-First, Lient. W. H. Boyle, of Company C, Twenty-first Infantry, was left with
a small guard in charge of our temporary fielcl-depot at Van Bremer's ranch; he
bas faithfully and efficiently performed the duties of field -quartermaster and commissary.
C-Second Lieut. Edward B. Rbeem, Comp::tny C, Twenty-first Infantry, and Second
Lieut. H. D. ,V, Moore, who commanded~a detachment of Company B, Twenty-fir t
Infantry, are reported by their battalion commander to have behaved iu the most
gallant manner.
B-Lieut. John M. Ross, Twenty-first Infantry, a reliable and efficient soldier, commanded our small reserve during the day and rendered good t:Jervice with the reargnanl on the night of the 17th instant.
The three troops of the First Cavalry engaged were officerecl as follows:
F-Commanderl by Capt. David Perry, who was on the 16th given the advance,
and in the main attack on the 17th the extreme right of our west line, both po~ition
of importance; these several duties he performed in the most soldierly manner, and
was painfully wonudecl on the evening of the 17th while gallantly commanding his
troops.
F-First Lieut . .John Q. Adams, in addition to his duties as acting assistant quartermaster, commissary subsistence, at Camp Warner, Oregon. is ordnance officer
and neti11g assistant adjutant-general District of the Lakes, and in this last capacity
accompanied the district commander, performing the duties of signal officer and aidcle-camp; these varied and important duties be bas gallantly rendered, and to my
entirfl satisfaction.
F-Second Lieut. William H. Miller was detached from his troop temporarily
and given charge of the mountain-howitzer section, and after Captain Perry "·as
wonnded, on tbe evening of the 17th, the command of the troop devolved on Lieutt>nant Miller, who is commended for his soldierly condnct and efficiency.
G-Comrnanued by Cl\pt. R. F. Bernard, who conducted the attack on the east
sirle of the Modoc stronghold with excellent judgment and persistent bravery. In his
ofticial report Second Lieut. John Q. Kyle, of Troop G, First Cavalry, who fell painfully wounded early on the morning of the 17th, is highly praised and commended
for his soldierly conduct and efficiency.
B-Commanded by Capt. James Jackson, co-operated with Bernard's troop, G, on
the east, and rendered efficient service. In his official report Bernard states that Captain Jackson went into the fight when he should have gone to hospital, be being very
sick, bnt remained with his troop all the time, several times falling from exhaustion.
ThiH gallant officer and his second lieutenant, Frazier A. Boutelle, are both highly
comu1ended b~r their squadron commander for their soldierly conduct and efficiency
under the severest fire. After Lieut . .J. G. Kyle fell wounded and was removed to
the field hospital, Lieut. P. A. Boutelle, of B Troop, was assigned to the commanu of
Troop G.
The following-named medical officers were on the field. They rendered excellent
sf'rvice, and generally nuder fire:
Asst. Surg. Henry McElderry, sr., medical officer in charge. I fully concur with Major
Green in specially commending this gallant officer for his good conduct under fire and
his wofessional services iu the fight. He was ably assisted by Acting Asst. Surgs.
I. 0. Skinner aud H. R. Durant.
Acting AHst. Surg ..J. B. White was assigned by Surgeon McElderry to duty with
Bernard's sqnadron.
The following 11ameclnon-commissioned officers and privates are mentioned by their
respective commanders and complimented for their soldierly conduct:
C, T~enty-first Infantry.-First Sergeant W. C. Ronndy. Major Mason states in his
report that Sergeant Roundy's gallantry \vas noticeal>le thronghout the day. l\lajor
Green recommends Sergeant Ronndy for promotion to a second lieutenancy for uravery
and general efficiency. In this recommendation I concur. .
B, Tweuty-tirs1J Infantry.-Tbe good conduct of Acting First Sergeant Josiah H.
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Brown is considered specially worthy of mention by Major Mason, his battalion commander. This non-commissioned officer was painfully wounded early in the day, but
within an hour after his wound was dressed he returned to his company and remained
fighting- with it until incapable of further exertion.
Hospital Steward William Reick is highly praised by Captain Bernard for his soldierly conduct and efficiency under fire.
G Troop, First Cavalry.-Corporal W. H. Smith, Corporal Sheldon F. Smit,h, Quartermaster Sergeant Thomas Kelly, Sergeant Simon Askins, Trumpeter Bartholomew
Keenan, and Thomas Fenton, Private John Anderson, (wounded,) John Alton, John
Ste,·ens, \Varner Jefferson, (wounded,) William \Varner, (wounded,) 'Nilliam Pagram,
James Cooper, F. A. Cuttler, (wounded,) Edward Clark, Charles E. Folmer, Ernst
Grabid, Benjamin Stokes, Henry Vail, James Holland, and Patrick Garvin.
B Troop, First Cavalry.-Sergeant William Connolly, (wounded,) Privates Frank
~IcBride, (wounded,) Michael Hennessey, (wounded,) George Smith, (wounded~) First
Sergeant 'fhomas Cunningham, Sergeant Louis A. Gillet, Privates George Brewer Farrier, William Guesner, Private John P. Doyle, Joseph Glenaman, Adolph Lieber, Joseph
Mason, and Antonio Ober.
The following list of casualties is reported:
Capt. and Bvt. Col. David Terry, First Cavalry, Troop F; painfully wounded in left
shoulder.
Second Lieut. John G. Kyle, First Cava,lry, Troop G; painfully wounded in left
shoulder.

In Mason's Battalion, Twenty-first Infant1·y. Company C, Twenty-first Infantry, Captain
Barton.
Killed.-Private John Branner.
Tronnded.-Private Isaac Miller, Private Simeon Olser, James Murphy.
Cornpany B, Twenty-first Infantry, Lient. J. JJf. Ross.
Killed.-Private Carl Gaerman, Private James Monroe.
Wonnded.-Sergeant Josiah S. Br<;>Wn, Private Ole Anderson.
Detachment of Compcmy F, Twenty-ji1·st Infant?·y.
Killed.-Private John Benson, Private Robert Long.
Wounded.-Private Samuel C. Jones.
FIRST CAVALRY.

Troop F, First Caval?·y, Capt. David Perry.
Killed.-Private George Hollis.
Wounded.-Private Otso Gutermath, Private Patrick Doyle, Private Patrick Maher,
Corporal Julius Eisermann.
Troop G, Fi1·st Cavalry, Capt. R. F. Berna1·d.
Killed.-Private C. W. Laselle.
Wounded.-Sergeant Gerhardt Leicht, Private John Anderson, Private Warner Jefferson, Private .1!-.,rederick Cuttler, Private William Warner.
Troop B, Fi1·st Caval1·y, Capt. James Jackson.
TVounded.-Sergeant William Connolly, Private Frank McBride.
GENERAL JoHN

E.

Ross, BATTALION OREGON VoLUNTEERs, TWO coMPANIEs,

A AND B.

Company A, Capt. Hugh Kelly.
Killed.-None.
Wouncled.-N one.
Company B, Capt. 0. C. Applegate.
Killed.-Two privates; names not reported.
Wounded.-None.
COMPANY TWENTY-FOL'RTII CALIFORNIA VOLUNTEER RIFLEMEN, CAPT.
CHILD.

Killed.-None.
Wounded.-One lieutenant, three privates; names not reported.

F. A.

FAIR-
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Twenty-first Infantry:
Captain .Burton's Company C ..... _.......... _.............. __ ... _ ...... ..
1 ............ ..
Lieut. John E. Ross's Company B._ ....................................... .
2
Detachment Company F ..... _........................................... .
2
First Cavalry:
Capt. D. Perry's Compn,ny F ..... _.... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1
1
1
1
Capt. R. F. Bernard's Company G._.......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Capt. James Jackson's Company B .................................... __ ............. .
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Oregon:
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California:
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From the length of line defended by the Indians, and the strength of their resistance
at Captain Jack's stronghold, it is estimated that at the batt.le of the Modoc caves the
troops encountered a force of not less than one hnndred and :fifty fighting Indians.
Fifty Pitt Rivers were believed to have joined the Modocs for the occasion.
While awaiting thei,arrival of the re-enforcements and more artillery, and making
preparations to renew our attack, I received at my camp on Lost River, on the first of
February, your orders to avoicl war with the Modocs, and next day learned that lleace
commissioners had been determined on and that the Modoc question would be turned
over to them for settlement.
In closing this report I desire to state that in the operations in and around the lavabeds, and in the battle of the Modoc caves, the conduct of the troops was admirable;
and I am convinced that upon the arrival of the re-enforcements and artillery you ha\'e
ordered to our support, the troops will move promptly and cheerfully to snccessfully
renew our attack upon an enemy whose utterly unknown anu almost impregnable position foiled and bailled our first effort to carry it by assault.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK WHEATON,
Lieut. Col. Twenty-first Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen., U.S . ..1.
Brig. Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, U. S. A.,
Commanding Dep. of the Colurnbia and Military Division of the Pacific, Portland, Oreg.

HEADQUARTERS MODOC EXPEDITION,

January 25, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to report that in compliance with General Orders No.3, dated
headquarters District of the Lakes, January 12, 1873, the troops stationed at Van
Bremer's ranch, consisting of Maj. E. C. Mason's battalion, two companies Twenty-first
Infantry, Company C commanded by Capt. G. H. Burton, and Company B commanded
by First Lieut. J. M. Ross; Troop F, First Cavalr.v, commanded by Capt. DaYid Perry;
section of howitzers, commanded by Lieutenant Miller, Pirst Cavalry ; Brig. Gen. John
E. Ross, and two companies Oregon volunteers, Company A commanded by Capt.
Hugh Kelly, and Company B by Capt. 0. C. Applegate, and Capt. John 0. Fairchild in
command of 24 men of Siskiyou County, California, volunteers, (for the occasion,)

MODOC WAR.

59

moved, on the 16th instant, about twfllve miles in the direction of the Modoc stronghold, and encamped for the night within three miles of Captain. Jack's camp.
Captain Perry, with his troop, preceded the column, with orders to clear the bluffs of
Indian pickets, that the movement of the other troops might be coyered.
Capt. R. F. Bernard, with his command, consisting of his own troop (G) and Troop B,
First Cavalry, commanded by Capt. James Jackson, moved the same morning, from his
camp at Land's ranch, to within two miles of the Indian camp, where he encamped
for the night.
I would her"' state that, on account of the dense fog which prevailed, he got nearer
the Indian camp than was intended for that day, and in moving back to the place he
was to occnpy for the nigllt they endeavored to cut biro off. Some sharp fighting ensued, in which he had several men wounded; but not having received Captain Ber·
nard's report I can only give such particulars as I received from him verbally after connecting with his troops the evening of the 17th.
On the morning of the 17th, at 6t a. m., the troops on the west side moved down the
bluff, into what is known as the lava-beds, in the following order:
First. Maj. E. C. Mason, with his battalion. Second. Captain Fairchild, with his
detachment. '£bird. Brig. Gen. John E. Ross, with the Oregon volunteers. Fourth
Lieutenant Miller, with his section of mountain-howitzers. Fifth. Capt. D. Perry,
with his troop. And here I would state that, as the district commander was on the
:field in person and fully cognizant of all that transpired, it is not necessary for me to
enter very fully into particulars.
After reaching the foot of the bluff Captain Burton's company was deployed as
skirmishers and ordered to move forward until his left reached the lake, where the
line was halted until all got water, (the troops having made a dry camp the previous
night,) when the advance was again ordered and tbe skirmish line extended as follows:
The half of Company B, Twenty-first Infantry, commanded by Second Lieut. H. D. W.
Moore, formed on the right of Captain BLlrton's company; the other half, under First
Lieut. J. M. Ross, being kept in reserve, and afterward used as a support to the
howitzer section; the Oregon volunteers were formed on the right of the infantry,
ancl the line was moved forward about a mHe and a half, when I found it necessary to
change its direction nearly to the left to reach Captain Jack's camp. At this point I
ordered Captain Perry, with his troop, to deploy on the right of the volunteers. \Ve
ha(l not moved far iu the new direction when the Indians opened fire, but the line
moved steadily forward and we drove them from point to point over the most difficnlt
couutry any troops ever operated in, and at a disadvantage on account of the dense
fog still prevailing. At about 2 p. m. a point was reached presenting a very deep
chasm, beyond whid1 no advance could be made \dthout great sacrifice of life, and it
was theu doubted whether the place could be taken.
After consnlting with the district commander I concluded to make a flank movement to the left and along the shore of the lake, with the hope that I could dislodge
the Indians from that side, a movement exceedingly difficult to make, owing to the
nature of the conn try, and after successfully performing it it was found that the Indians ·were, if anything, stronger here.
At this time Captain Bernard, hearing our firing, but unable to see us on account of
t!1e dense fog, called aeross a point of the lake to say be was within from four or five
hundred yards of the Iudi<ws' strongest positiou, so I determined to connect my troops
with his, an<l if possible make a charge and take their position that evening. This
was a still more difficult moYement, made along the shore overhung by rocks occupied
hy the enemy, who had to be driven off in order to continue the movement, and at a
considerable loss in killed and wounded to ourselves; and on reaching a certain ravine,
· the enemy's :fire was deadly, a number being killed and wounded, among the latter
Captain Perry, First Cavalry, and four men of Captain Fairchild's small detachment,
w!Jich will give some idea of our severe struggle; and Captain Burton, with a pNtion
of his company, and Captain Fairchild, with his detachment, could not Le extricated
and were ordered to remain under cover till after dark.
It was impossible to make the proposed charge, the nature of the rocky ground preventing men moving faster than at the slowest pace, and sometimes having to crawl
on their hands and feet.
It is utterly impossible to give a description of the place occupied by the enemy as
their stronghold. Everything was done by officers and men that could be done; troops
never behaved better. They contended gallantly with an enemy hidden by rocks, deep
gorges, and fog; we tried it on every side with the sameresult.
On reaching Captain Bernard it was found he, too, bad a deep chasm in front of him,
so thoroughly commanded by Indians he could scarcely move without a loss of a large
number of men. At this time quite a force of Indians was moving down another deep
ravine, I thiuk with a view of turning our left flank. I sent Captain Bernard with his
troop to drive them back, which he did successfully. Just before dark the fog c1earec1,
when a signal was received from the district commander (who was still on the west
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side with the Oregon volunteers, a portion of Captain Perry's troop, and the
reserve under Lieutenant Ross, separated from us by the fog wbile making
movement) signifying he would retire to our camp of the previous night. I had
this received a message stating that if I could not a,ccomplish my mtentions
authorized to retire, but I found I could not return to the command left behind w
another great sacrifice of life, and conclnded to fall back to Land's ranch, or Captai
Bernard's camp, about 14 miles in rear; this I began to do at lOt p. m., but as several
of the wouuded hacl to be carried in blankets, it was 1 p. m. the following day before
the last of the column reached there.
I would here state that Captain Perry's position was changed about 11 o'clock from
the extreme right to the right of the infantry battalion, leaving the Oregon volnnteen
on the rjght.
I must speak in the highest terms of the officers and men for their gallant and cour·
ageous conduct under the most trying circnmstances, having to move on an enemy oocupying the strongest natural position which can be imagined and which is beyond all
descri pt.ion.
Their comrades were shot clown right and left by an unseen enemy, where there was
little opportunity of return.
Of the Oregon volunteers under General Ross I must also ·speak in the highest terms
for their hearty co-operation. Captain l<~airchild, with his 24 California volunteers,
also did most excellent service on our left, and had Lieutenant Roberts and 3 men
wounded; these were excellent marksmen, but could not prevail under the conditions
I have mentioned.
The fvllowing is a list of the officers engaged, and of whom I must speak in the
highest praise :
Twenty-first Infantry: Maj. E. C. Mason, commanding battalion; Capt. G. H. Burton.
commanding Company C~; Second Lieut. E. B. Rheem, Company C; First Lieut. John
M. Ross, commanding Company B; Second Lieut. H. D. W. Moore, Company B.
First Cavalry: Capt. David Perry, commanding Troop F, wounded in the afternoon;
Second Lieut. vV. H. Miller, commanding howitzer section, and, after Captain Perry
was wounded, Troop F.
(I would here state th!tt owing to the natme of the country and the fog the howitz&r
section was of very little use.)
Capt. R. F. Bernard, commanding squadron consisting of his own Troop (G) and
Troop B.
Second Lieut. John G. Kyle, Troop G. This officer was wounded in the arm on the
morning of the 17th instant.
Capt. James Jackson, commanding Troop B.
Second Lieut. P. A. Boutelle, Troop B. This officer commanded Troop G after Lien·
tenant Kyle was wounded.
First Lieut. John Q. Adams, acting assistant adjutant-general to the district commander, did excellent service during the day, and more especially in the eveuing,
as signal officer, the only means of communication between the district commander
and myself being by signal.
Asst. Snrg. Henry McEldery, chief medical officer of the command, is entitled to
every credit, not only for his care of the wounded but for going in person to their
assistance under the enemy's fire.
In regard to the other medical officers I refer the district commander to Asst. Snrg.
Henry McEldery's report, herewith inclosed. I also inclose list of killed and wounded,
also Major Mason's report.
In addition to Surgeon McEldery's list of killed and wounded I would ~:>tate that there
were two men killed of the Oregon volnnteers, whose names I have not received, alsu
one officer (Lieutenant Rheem) slightly wounded.
The following is a list of wounded of Captain Fairchild's detachment of California
volunteers:
1. Acting Lieut. George \V. Roberts, of Port Jones, eighteen miles fl'om Yreka,
Cal., severely wounded in right side of the head. 2. Jeremiah M. Crooks, of Battle
Creek, Cal., dangerously wounded in left thigh. 3. Nathanial Bensunicle, of Hot
Creek, Cal., severely wounded in left thigh. 4. William I. Small, twelve miles southwest of Linkville, badly wounded in right shoulder.
These men are in hospital at Fort Klamath, and receive the same attention as the
regular troops.
. When all of the enlisted men behaved so well it is difficult to make special mention,
but I must say First Sergeant \V. C. Roundy, Company C, Twenty-first Infantry, stood
pre-eminent for his brave and gallant conduct, which frequently ca,me under my own
observation during the day, and it is with pleasure I recommend him for a commtssion
in the United States Army, if otherwise qualified.
In conclusion I would state that there were about one hundred and seventy-five men
of the regular troops, one hundred and four volunteers, and twenty Indian scouts ao-
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tually in the engagement, the others being required as guards for depot and camps and
small reserve.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant;
JOHN GREEN,

Majo1· Fi1·st Caval1·y, Cornmanding.
ACTL'i!G ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

District of the Lakes.
NOTE.- In the body of my report I ha.ve not spoken of the loss of the enemy. It has
been reported to me by individuals that there were losses, but as none of their dead
fell into our hands I am unable to make any statement as to numbers.
It is gratif~7 ing for me to !'lay that Major-General Miller, of the Oregon militia, with
his staff, was in tbe field. He saw all the difficulties under which we labored, and will
no doubt give a correct report to the governor of Oregon.
Since writing the above report Captain Bernard's report has been received and is
herewith inclosed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN GREEN,
Majo1· First Cm;alry, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS BATTALION 21ST INFANTRY,

Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., Janum·y 21, 1873.
I have tbe honor to snbmit my report of the movements of the ba.ttalion
under my command duriug the engagement with the Modoc Indians on the 17th instant. The battalion consisted of Company C, commanded by Capt. G. H. Burton,
aud Company B, commantled by Lieut ..John l\I. Ross; Lieuts. E. B. Rheem and H. D.
IV. Moore were the otber officers with the command. Lieut. W.l\I. Boyle was assigned
to the defense of the depot at Van Bremer's Ranch. The battalion led the advance into
the lava beds. Capt. George H. Burton, Company C, with Lieut. H. D. W. Moore
in command of a detachment of Company B, were immediately ueployed as skirmishers. Lieutenant Ross held the remainder of Company B in reserve, and in support of
the artillery during the engagement.
After advancing about one and a half miles over a broken and rocky country, the
other troops baving in the mean time been deployed on the right of the battalion, the
skirmishing began. The battalion advanced rapidly, occasionally charging in double
time, and driving the Indian skirmishers from t.beir position in the rocks.
The difficulties of the <tdvance now rapidly increased, the country becoming more
broker:., the volcanic rock being piled so as to afford complete shelter and protection
to the Indians, who could thus hold their place until our line was within a few feet of
theru, and then deliver their fire with deadly effect. The difficulties were still further
increased by a dense fog, which prevAnted us from seeing the conn try over which we
were moving. About 2 p. m. I was ordered to move the battalion by the left :flank,
and, if possible, to form a counection with Capt. R !<..,, Bernard's command. This difficult operation was at last successfnlly accomplished, not, however, without considerable resistance on the part of the enemy and consequent loss to us of killed and wounded.
'rhis movement was contlucted along the shore of the lake, overhung by a high
rocky ridge, ~hich was in possession of the enemy. It was necessttry to drive the enemy from this ridge, aud at the same time contiuue the movement by the left flank, a
dense fog at the same time preventing us from seeing the line over which the movement was conducted. At one place a ravine came dow u from Captain Jack's stronghold.
At this point the enemy had concentrated a force, and the fire was so heavy aud deadly
that Captain Burton and a portion of his company were unable to extricate themselves
until after dark from a position they had taken by a gallant charge, and which they
held to protect a movement of the command. On arriving at the right of Captain Bernard's line I found that the movement had not been followed by the remainder of the
troops; consequently, although we were in connection with Captain Bernard's, we had
lost connection with the troops with whom we had been operating during the day, and
the same gap existed between the troops operating on the west and Captain Bernard
as existed before we commenced the movement. The command was not in a position
of are enforcement to Captain Bernard's line. The command having been in motion
since 4 a.m., and in engagement with the enemy since 8 a. m., being without overcoats, blankets, or ration:;, were suffering greatly from exhaustion, hunger, and cold.
At 10.30 p.m. I was ordered to retire with the command to Lad;s Ranch, (15 miles in
the rear,) being obliged to carry part of our owu wounded a.nd that of Captain Bernard's comma.ncl in blankets and on stretchers. On the 19th and 20th the command
marched by the way of Lost River to this camp.
MAJOR:
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The following is a list of the killed and wounded:
Company C. Private John Branner, killed.
Isaac Miller, wounded.
Simeon Oh;in, wounded.
Louis Borer, wounded.
William P. Sullivan, wounded.
Charles G. Micknemau, wounded.
James Murphy, wounded.
Detachment of Company F, attached to Company C:
Private John Benson, killed.
Robert Long, killed.
Samuel Jones, wounded.
Company B:
Private Carl Glaerman, killed.
James Monroe, killed.
Sergeant Josiah S. Brown, wounded.
Private Ole Anderson, wounded.
As there were but fifty-five muskets in the engagement, the above list shows a loss
of almost one-fourth of the command.
Before closing this brief report I desire to express my appreciation of the gallantry
and soldierly conduct of all the officers and enlisted men of the battalion. First Sergt.
\V. C. Roundy, Company C, and Sergt. Josiah S. Brown, Company B, arc especially
worthy of mention. Sergeant Roundy's gallantry was noticeable throughout the day.
Sergeant Brown, after being wounded~ remained with his company until incapable of
further exertion. Capt. George H. Burton and Lieut. E. B. Rheem, Company C, and
Lieut. H. D. W. Moore, commanding detachment of Compa.ny B, behaved in tlw most
gallant manner. They led their men to the attack, and imparted to them that confidence that can only be inspired by the display of tl1e highest soldierly qualities.
Lieut. John M. Ross, being in command of the reserve, was detailecl to cover the
movement of the force on the west side on its retirement to the bluff. This duty he discharged in a very satisfactory manner, as I learned from the commanding officer.
I will leave it to others to find language to convey an adequate idea of the almost
impassible character of the country over which these operations were conducted, and
which make the Modoc position a second Gibraltar.
I am, colonel, very truly and respectfully, yours,
EDWIN C. MASON,
Major Twenty-Fi1'st Infantry, Bvt. Col. U. S. A.
Major and Bvt. Col. JoHN GREEN,
Commanding the Forces.

CAMP LAND's RANCH,

Tule Lake, Cal., January 19, 1873.
MAJOR: I have the honor to report, for the information of the commanding officer
District ofthe Lakes, that, in compliance with General Order No. 3, Headquarters District of the Lakes, January 12, 1873, the command'moved as and at the time directed.
Tbe fog being very heavy we moved much closer the Indian strongholu than was intended. As soon as this was discovered the retreat as skirmishers was ordered. Soon
as the troops started back the Indians opened fire from the rocks, making for our left,
getting possession of some rocks to our rear and left, opening fire upon our pack-train.
The charge was at once ordered to dislodge the Indians, which was done, we losing three
men badly wounded. The command moved about half a mile further, going into
camp about dark. On the morning ofthe 17th the wounded packers and five soldiers
were l!3ft at this point ; the remainder of the command, one hundred men and officers,
moved upon the Modoc stronghold. The fog being very dense, the skirmish-line got
within about 100 yards of a deep gorge, when the Indians opened fire. The charge
was sounded, the men moving forward to the gorge ; finding it impassable under fire,
they fell back about 150 yards, lying clown behinu the rocks. The line was then established, the right about a hundred yards from the lake, the left extending as far
south\Yest as it could lie with safety to every part of it. The line was about one mile
and a half long, well protected from the Indians' fire. On the first fire we lost one
man killed, Lieut. J. G. Kyle, and four men wounded.
The fog remained very dense until one hour by sun when it raised, allowing us to
see and tack to the troops operating on our right ancl operating under your immediat(l
command. In about half an hour this force connected with our right moving around
upon our line.
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In the movement, and when within about 200 yards of our right, the Indians opened
a very heavy fire, keeping it up until the entire column passed. The exact loss in
killed and wounded I do not know, but know they were considerable.
The wounded being carried back to where the wounded of the lOth were, the command feU back to this point under command of Major Green, carrying the wounded
all night and next day until 2 o'clock p. m., when the command reached. this camp,
Majors Green and Mason leaving in the evening with ten friendly Indians for Van
Bremer's ranch.
This evening Capt. G. H.'Burton, Twenty-first Infantry, marched with Major Mason's
command and Mr. Fairchild's sharpshooters for Van Bremer's ranch, the wounded, in
charge of Captain Jackson, with an escort of 20 men, leaving at the same time for I<'ort
Klamath, Oregon.
I have wished, respectfully, to say that the place the Indians now occupy cannot be
taken by a less force than 700 men, and to take the place by an assault with this force
will cost half the command in killed a]J.d wounded. A large force, well supplied,
judiciously handled, moving at night by approaches, piling up rocks to protect themselves, so they can operate during the day, may take the place.
Howitzers could be effectively used on the east side of the lava-beds. I wish to
mention the names of Captain Jackson, Lieutenants Boutelle and Kyle, First Cavalry,
for efficiency in commanding their troop, and especially for bravery in action antl coolness ull(ler the severest fire.
The following enlisted men I wish to mention for bravery in action: Troop G, First
Cttvalry, Corporals William H. Smith, Theodore F. Smith ; Quartermaster-Sergeant
Thomas Kelly; Sergeant Simon Atkins; Trumpeters F. B. Kernan, Thomas Fenton;
Privates John Anderson, (wounded,) .John Alton, John Stevens, \Varner Jefferson,
(wounded,) \Vil1iam \Varner, (wounded,) William Bayram, James Cooper, F. A. Cnttler, (wonudcd,) Edward Clark, Charles E. l<'olmer, Ernest Grabicl, Benjamin Stokes,
Henry Vail, James Holland, and Patrick Garvin; Troop B, First Cavalry, Sergeant
William Connolly, (wounded,) Privates Frank McBride, (wounded,) Michael Hennessey, (wounded,) George Smith, (wounded,) First Sergeant Thomas Cunningham,
Sergeant Louis H. Gillet, Private George Brown, Farrier William Guesner, Privates
John P. DoyLe, Joseph Glamerman, Adolph Lieber, Joseph Mason, Antonio Ober.
The above are specially mentioned, while the troops all did very well. Hospital
Stewanl \Villiam Reick I wish to mention as having meritoriously performed his duty
in caring for and c~trrying the wonnued from under fire, showing himself to be fearlessly brave, and is a valuable man to have to care for wounded men nuder fire.
Lieutenant Boutelle was taken from his troop early in the morning to relieve Lieutenant Kyle (when be fell wounded) from the command of G Troop.
Both of these officers cannot be too highly spoken of, and justly deserve the highest
praise from their superiors. Captain Jackson went into the field when he should have
gone to hospital, he being very sick, but remained with his troop all the time, several
times falling upon the ground from exhaustion.
.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. F. BERNARD,
Captain Fi1·st Cavab·y, Bvt. Col., U. S. A.
Maj. JonN GREEN,
First Cavalry, Comntanding Modoc Expedition.

PART II.
Oorre.Ypondence during the pending of peace negotiations up to the killing
of General Canby and D1·. Thomas.
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJU1'ANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE!
Washington, January 30, 1873.
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you, under instructions from
the Secretary of War, that the President directs General Canby shall
be notified by telegraph that the troops of his command should be so
located and used as to protect citizens, and, if possible, avoid war.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOvVNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
General W. T. SHERMAN,
General-in- Ohief U. S . .A., Washington, D. 0.

64

MODOC WAR.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, Ja~nuary 30, 1873.
General E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Department of Columbia, Portland, Oreg.:
I am instructed by the Secretary of War to telegraph you that it is
the desire of the President t.hat you use the troops to protect the inhabitants as against the Modoc Indians, but, if possible, to avoid war.
W. T. SHERMAN,
Gene'ral.

[Telegram by the Western Union 'felegraph Company, dated Portland, Oreg., January 30, 1873.]

To General W. T. SHERMAN, Washington, D. G.:
Telegram of this date just received; instructions in conformity thereto
will be sent at. once by telegraph and courier.
E. R. S. CANBY,
Brig. Gen. Oom'g.

[Telegram by the Western Union Telegraph Company, dated Portland, 'Oreg.,
January 30, 1873.1

To General W. T. SHERMAN,
Commanding the Army, Washington, D. G.:
I am satisfied that hostilities with the Modocs would have resulted
under any circumstances from the enforcement of the OommisRioner's
order to place them on the reservation. New facts show very clearly
that the,y were determined to resist, and had made preparations to do
so. If the arrangements for their removal bad been properly carried
out, the lives of the settlers who were murdered by them might have
been saved, but hostilities would still have resulted, and their blows
would have fallen elsewhere and later; on the approach of a force too
large to resist they would have betaken themselves to the mountains,
or to their caves, and kept up the war from those points. Since the
commencement they have twice attacked trains, evidently for the purpose of securing ammunition for carrying on the war.
I have been very solicitous that these Indians should be fairly treated,
and have repeatedly us~d military force, lest they might be wronged,
until their claims or pretensions were decided by proper authority.
That·having been done, I think they should now be treated as any other
criminals, and that there will be no peace in that part of the frontier
until they are subdued and punished.
Colonel Gillem acknowledges receipt of instructions of this morning,
and asks if Captain Jack shall be notified that he will not be molested
if he remains quiet. If not inconsistent with the President's desire, I
propose to instruct him to hold communication with Captain Jack, to
prevent his getting supplies of any kind, and to treat as enemies any of
his party that may be found in the settlements without proper authority, but to make no aggressive movement until further notice.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Commanding.
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lVashington, D. 0., January 31, 1873.
Your two <1ispatches of yesterday are reeei Yed, and will be laid before
the President to-da_y, and as positive an answer will be sent as the case
admits of. !Jet all defeusive measures proceed, but order no attack on
the Indians till the former orders are modified or changed by the President, who seems disposed to allow the peace men to tr.r their hands on
Captain Jack.
W. T. SHERMAN, General.
General E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.

DEPARTMENT OF 'L'llE lN'L'ERIOR,

• nTashington, D.

0., January 30, 1873.

SIR: In pursuance of the understanding arrived at during the conversation between the President, yourself, and myself a few days since,

on the snl~ject of the Modoc war, ~w-called, and with a Yiew of stopping,
if possible, the fnrtller effusion of blood ancl ag·ain establishing peaee
Letweeu the Iullians and whites, I llave decided to send to the scene
of difficulties a commission, cousisting of three persons. With this purpose in view, I lutve addressed a letter to the Acting Commissioner of
Indian Afl'<tirs, bearing d~te the 29th instant, a copy of wlJich is herewith inclosed, which is to guide him in the preparation of the instructions for the government of the commissioners to be appointed. So soon
as these instructions are completed and the names of the commissioners
agTeed upon, you will be further advised relative to the matter. In the
mean time I have respectfully to sug-gest, and, as far as proper, to request, that the troops be ~o placed as to give security to the whites ancl
prevent any depre<latious by the ·Modocs should efforts in that direction
be attempted; and further, that active hostilities ag-ainst these Indians bt~
snRpended. until the com missioners shall reach tlw Modoc country ancl
:lscertain whether there is a prospect of obtaining peace without resorting to any further use of the military arm of the Government.
·
I have tlle honor to be, your obedient servaut,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
The lion. vV}!. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
l Inclosure.]
DEPART:\IENT OF Ttm

INTmuon,

Washington, lJ. C., January 29, 187:t.
Sm: Reft>rring to the oifficnlties that have arisen and still continue to exist between
t.he troops of the United States and the Modoc Indi:>-u1s, in Oregon, I haYe to infunr
yon that I have (leterrnined to send a commission to t.he scene of the <lifficnJt.y for t,lu;
purpose of examining iut.o the same. This commission will consi::~t of turee nwiuoer:-<,
whose names will be hereafter furnished to you.
It will he re()nirecl to proceerl to the -:\Iodoc conntry a;; rapi<lly as possiule, ;uHl, beforo entering npou the active discharge of its duties, wtll coufer with Geoentl Canby ,
of the United States Army, and in all subsequent procce<lings of the commission 1t
shonl<l confer freely with that oflieer and act under his ~tuvicc, as far as it may ue pu:.sihletodo so, and always with his co-operation.
'l'he objects to Le obtained by this commission ar<' these: First, to ascertain tl H~
causes which have led to the difficnl ties and hostilities between the troops and tht'.
Mo!locs; and secondly, to devise the most effecti \'O and judicious measures for pre von t,ing the continuance of these hostilities and for the restoratiou of peace.

H. Ex. 122--5
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lt is t.l1e opinion of the Department, from the best information in its possession, tbat
it is advisable to remove the Modoc Indians, with their consent, to some new reserva-tion ; and it is believed that the Coast reservation, in Oregon, lying between Cape
Lookout, on the north, and Cape Perpetna 1 on the south, and bounded on the ca~t by
the Coast Range of mountains, and on the west by the Pacific Ocean 1 will be found to
furnish the hee~t location for these Indians.
The commission will, tberefol'e, be directed to make au amicable arrangement for
locating the Indians on some portion of this reservation 1 provided it is possible for it
to do so, and pro>ided that said commission is not of opinion 1 after fully investigating
the case 1 tbat some other place is better adapted to accomplishing the purpose of th6
Department; in eit.her of which events the commission will, before finally concl n1ling
a.n arrangement ·w ith the ludians, hold communication with the Commissioner of In·
dian Aifairt~ 1 and receive further advice.
The commission will in no wise attempt to direct the military authorities in reference to their movements. It will be at liberty, however, to inform the commanding
officer of t.l1e wish of the Department that no more :force or violence be use(l than in
his opinion sball be deemed absolutely necessary and proper, it being the desire of the
Department1 in this as well as in all other cases of like chara.cter, to conduct its com·
mnni cations with the Indians in such a manner as to secure peace and obtain their
con:fidence, if possible, and their voluntary consent to a compliance with such regnlatious as may be deemed necessary for their present and future welfare. The commis·
sion will be directed to keep the Department advised, as frequently as possihle, of its
Jlrogress, until the work which is assigned to it shall be accomplished, or its fm:ther
progress proveu to be unnecessary.
Very l'e~pectfully 1 your obedient servant1
C. DELANO,

&cretary.
TnE

AcnxG Co:uMI&SIONER OF

W .AR

INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT, AD JUT ANT-GENERA.L1S 0FFIGE 1

Washington, January 31, 1873.
I am instructed by the Secretary of War to inform ~·on
that it is contemplated by the honorable the Secretary of the Interior
to send to t be scene of the so-calleu Modoc war a commission, com~ist
ing of three persons, with a vimv of stopping, if pos~ible, the further
effusion of blocd, and again establishing peace between the Indians
aud the whites.
In the mean time, the Secretary of the Interior requests that, as far
as proper, the troops be so placed as to give security to the whites, and
JH'eveut any depredations by the 1\lodocs, should efforts in that <lirec·
tion be attempted; and, further, that acth·e hostilities against tllese
Indians be suspended until the oommissioners shall reach the Modoc
country, aud ascerta.iu whether there is a prm~pect of obtaining- peace
without resorting to any further use of the military arm of the GO\'ernment.
TlJe President approves the views of the Secretary of the Interior1
and directs that the action he desires be carried out.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TO\VNSRND,
Adjutant- General.
GENERAL:

THE GENERAL OF THE AIU\11:',

WAR DEPAR1'MEN'r 1 AnJ"nTANT-Gm:NmRAL1S 0FF1CI~,

Washington, February I, 1873.

GRNERAL ~

I am instrneted by the Secretary of \Var to inform

yon

that the Presideut approves your telegram of yesterday's date, to Gen·
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eral Canby, in relation to the J\Iodoc troubles, and wishes that officer to
be notified, by telegraph, that commissioners have been appointed with
whom he is desired to confer.
Tlw commissioners have been directed to notify General Canby, from
San Francisco, of the time and place where they can meet him.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
THE GENERAL OF TITE ARMY.

[Telegra~.]
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

February 3, 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Department of theOolU1nbia., Portland, Oreg. :
The President approves my former instructions for you to keep the
troops on the defeusive, and to protect the inhabitants ag·ainst the·
1\Io<loc ludians until the commissioners appointed to confer with them
arrive. He wants you to confer in person with these commissioners,.
who will notify yon from ~an Francisco of the time and place where
they wish to meet you.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.

[Telegram.]
PORTLAND,

Gen. W. T.

Februm·y 3, 1873.

SnEIUIAN,

TVashington, D. C. :
Telegram of this morning just received. I have asked Colonel Kelton to advise the commissioners as to the best route at this season of
the year, and will be prepared to meet them at the place they
appoint.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Br·igad-ier- General, Commanding.

may

[Telegram.]
PoRTLAND, OREG.,

A. .A. G.,

February 4, 1873.

HEADQUARTERS OF 'l'HE ARJ'IY,

Washington, D. C.:
Heports from the J\fodoc country are to tbe evening of the 1st instant.
Under instructions of January 30, offensive operations had been suspended, and troops so disposed as to protect the inhabitants. In late
operations eight l\iodocs have been killed and many wounded, and
nearly all their ponies captured. They seem disposed to make peace,
and have sent messages to that effect, but no other communication. bas
yet taken place. Colonel Gillem probabl.Y reached TuleLake ~esterday.
ED. R. S. OANBY,_ ,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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WAR DEPARTMEN1',
lrashington City, l!'tbr-uary 10, 1873.
SIR: I luwe the honor to inclose for yonr inform.1tion copy of telngram from Brig. Gen. E. U. S. Canby, of the 4th iustaut, relative to the
Modoc Indian war
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wl\1. W. BELK:NAP,
Sec1·etaTy of War.
The Hon. SECitE1'ARY OF ~'IIE INTERIOR.

[Telegram.]

DORRIS RANCII, CAL.,
February 17, 1873, Yia Yreka, Cal., 1St!t.
To Gen. vV. T. SIIER~1AN, TVashington, D. c.:
I reached Link·dlle on the 15tll, and came to this place yesterday, to
be'nearer the Modoc camp. Only two members of the commission are
here. Mr. Meacham bas not yet arrived. I think that if Judge A. )1.
Hosborough, of Yreka., or some other prominent citizen of CalifornLl
f;'Onld be added, the chances of a satisfactory result would be iucreast>cl.
Nothing new iu the situation here.
ED. I{. S. CANBY,
BrigcuHer- General Commandin!f.

vVAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENER.A:r1S 0EFICE,
lVashi-ngton, 1/ebruary 18, 187:).
GENERAL: The Secretary of \v ar desires you to telegraph to Gen.
eral Can by to see the telegram sent by the Secretary of the Interior
this day to ..A. B. 'Meacham, at Yreka.
I have the honor to IJe, general, very respectfully, your obedirnt
servant,

E. D.

TO'\~TNSEND,

Adjutant General.
Gen. vV. T. SHERMAN,
Gcneral-in-Oltief U. S. A., lYa.shington.

[Telegmm.]

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. G., February 18, 1873.
To A. B. 1\IE.A.CHA:.\f, Y1·elca, Cal. :
Have shown your telegram of the lOth tn the President. You art>
directed to proceed with tile commission under ~·our instructions, with<>ut regard to Go,Ternor Grover's protest.
If the authority of the United States is defied and resistetl by Statt•
authorities, the Unitecl States will not be responsible for results, en•n if
the State should be }pft to take care of Indians without assistance from
the United States.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.
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[Telegram. J
llE.A.DQU.A.H!l'ERS ARMY OF THE UNI'l'ED ST.A.':l'ES,

Washington, D. G.~ February 18, 1.20 p. m., 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, Porrtland, Oreg.:
Please see the telegram sent by the Secretary of the Interior this
day, to A. B. 1\Ieacham, at Yreka.
Acknowledge receipt.
By command of General Sherman.
\Vl\f. D. \VHIPPI.~E,
Ass'i stant Adjutant- General.

fTelegram.]
F .A.IRCHILD'S RANCII, CAL .,

February ~o, 1873.
To Col. W. D. WniPPLE, ·washington, D. 0. :
I have received your telegram of the 18th, and have seen the telegram
to Mr. Meacham from the Secretary of the Interior. The com mission
was organized on the 18th, and proceeded at once to business, under
the instruction of the commissioner.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Commanding.

[Telegram.]
FAIR CHILD'S RANCH, CAL.,

Febntary 24, 1873.
Department:
Communication with the Modocs has been opened and the preliminaries for a council will probably be settled to-morrow. The troopf4
here are in good condition, but. the companies are very weak, and if
there are. any disposable infantry recruits, I recommen~d that two
hundred be sent out to till the companies in the field.
E. R. S. CANBY,
Brigad-ier- General Cmmnand,ing.

'l'o Gen. \V. '1'.

SHERJ}I.A.N, lVa~·

[Telegram.]
IlE.A.DQU.A.RTERS AR:i.\IY OF THE UNITED STATES,

lVashington, D. C., JJla't ch u, 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANnY, Commanding
Fairchild's Bwnch, liiodoc County, CaL :
All parties here have absolute faith in you but mistrust the commissioners. If that Modoc affair cau be terminated peacefn11.v by you, it
will be accepted by the Secretary of the IQterior as well as the President. Answer me immediately and advise the names of one or two
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good men with whom you can act, and they will receiye the necessary
authority; or if you can effect the surrender to you of the hostile
liodocs, do it, and remove them under guard to some safe place, assured
that the Government will deal by them liberally and fairly.
W. T. SHERMAN.
Geiwral.

[Telegram.]

FAIRCHILD'S

CAL.,
Mcwch s, 1873.

0.A:i\1P,

Gen. W. T. SHERl\IAN, Washington, D. C.:
I sent word to Captain Jack yesterday that I would send out wagons
to bring in his sick and wounded. The messenger bas just returned
with information that they would come in day after to-morrow-Monday, lOth instant-and requested that the wagons should meet tbem at
a point about half-way between this place and their camp.
If nothing untoward happens to stampede them, I think they will
come; if they do, I propose to send them to Angel Island, to be kept
there until their :final destination is determined upon; if they do not, I
will at once ad vise you.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- Ge·neral Commanding.

[Telegram.]

FAIRCHILD'S CAl\IP, CAL.,
~March

11, 1873.

To Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, Washington, D. C.:
Thl3 1\lodocs failed yesterday at the time and place appointed by
themselves. Some movement of troops will be uecessary in order to
keep them under closer observation, but nothing more until authorized
by you. I do uot regard this last action of the Modocs as decisiYe, and
spare no efforts to bring about the desired result.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Commanding.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., Jfarch 13, 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Fairchild's Ranch, via Yreka, Cal.:
Your di spatch of yesterday (~) was received, and bas been laid before
the Secretary of vVar, and by him transmitted to the Interior Department.
It is manifestly desired by all in authority that this 1\iodoc affair
should be settled amicably, and for that reason I advise you to exercise
considerable patience. The Secretary of the Interior has added the
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name of T. 13. Ordelleal to the

commi~sion,

and authorizes him to select
But should these
Jleaceful measur-es fail, and should the Mo<locs presume too f~H' on the
forbearance of the Government, and again resort todeceita.nd treachery,
I trust you will m~ke such use of the military force that no other Indiau
tribe will imitate their example, and that no other reservation for tlwm
rill oo n.ece&5ary except graves am~mg their chosen Java-beds.
1V.. T. SBERl\1AN,

a reservation that will be satisfactory to tile 1\{odocs.

General.

[Telegra!TI·l
"VAN BREMER'S RANCH, 11lm·ch

en. \:V. 1\

14, 1873.

SHERMAN,

TVashington, D. C. :
Your telegram of the thirteenth. bas just been received. The utmost
patience and forbearance has been exercised toward the Modocs, autl
still it wiU be. But tl1ere is danger that they may escape from tlte la'i:abeds, and renew their hostilitie-s against t.he settlers..
To prevent tllis the troops will be so posted as to watch the places of
.egress, and keep them more closely nuder observation than they have
been pending the negotiation~ ()f the eommission. Apprehending that
their last action was only a trick to gain time and make their escape,
I directed a reoonnaissance to be mad€ around the la\·a-beds, whieh was
comtllt>ted last night.
Tlle ModocR are still at or near tbeit· old camp; the party found and
brought in thirty-three horses and mules, which is an, or nearly all,
that was left of the Mo<locs' band. The Indians guarding it were not
molested, and ran off into the lava-beds.
'While no active operations against them will be undertaken until all
other efforts ha\"'"e failed, I wish them to see that we are fully prepared
tor anything they may attempt, and this may incline them. to keep their
promises in future. Another danger to be apprehended i ', tha,t this
foruearance shown to the Modoes may be regarded as weakness by
the Pah-Utes and Snakes, anrl induce some hostile action by tlwm. To
gnard against this, I haxe ordered Sanford~s troops from Fort !Japwai
to Camp Harney, about which post a large number of Pah-Utes are now
g:atherin g.

ED. R. R CANBY,

Br·iQadier-General Commanding.

[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS ARl\IY OF TllE UNITED 8TATES,

Wa.shington, D. 0., llf((/rch 14, 1873.
Gen. E. R.. S. CANBY,
Omnmanding, Pairchild:s Rand~, Yreka, Gal.:
Secretary Delano addresses the Secretary of War, under date ~larch
13, a letter, thanking him for a copy of yoLlr telegram of the 11th, and
~a~·s it is so judicous and different from one received from 1\fr. Meacham,
that he expresses a hope that the wisdom and discretion of General
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Can by will prevent the further effusion of blood, and bring the unhappy
to a peaceable solution. The whole question now rests with
you.
W. T. SBERi\1AN,
(~ontroYersy

General.
[Telegmm receivecl at Headquarters Army of the United States,
March 22, 187:q

Dated VAN

Washington~

D. C.

BREMER's RANCH, CAL.,

March 16, 1873.
1.'o Gen. W. T.

SHERl\f.A.N~

1Vashington, D. 0.:

The squaw sent into the lVfodoc camp returned yesteruay. The ex.
euse made by the Indians for not keeping their appointment is that the
last moment their hearts failed them, and t.he.v eould uot bring tllem.
~Selves to the point of abandoning their old homes and going to a diSr
tant country. They are evidently not now in a disposition favoral>le to
any arrangement, although they profess a willinp;ness to have another
talk. It will be some time before the commission mm be asseml>led,
and in the mean time tbe troops will be put in positions tbat cover, as far
possible, all points of egress from the laya-beds. 1 think tbat a system
of a gradual compression with an exhibition of the force that can be
used against them, if the commission should again fail, will sath;fy them
of the hopelessne~s of any further resistance, and give the peace party
Rufficieut strength to enable it to control tile whole band. Time is l>ecoming of the greatest importance, as tile melting of the snow will soon
euable them to live in the mountains. This will greatly increnRe the
difficulties we bave to contend with, as they_will then brt>ak up into
1-imall parties, and can more readily make their escape tban from their
present location.
ED. R. S. CANBY,

Brigad1:er- General Comm.anding.
lly courier to Yreka, Cal., 21st.
[Telegram.]
VAN BREMER's, CAL.,
Ma~·ch 17, 1873.
Gen. \V. T. SHER:31AN, TVashington, D. C. :
Telt>gram of the fourteenth jm;;t received. There is nothing new
in the situation of the Modocs. 'l'roops are being remoYed into positions
that will make it difficult for them to Rt~cure egress for raiding pnrposrs;
and in making these mo\ements, the commanders are instrncteu not to
eome in contact with the Indians. I hope by this, not only to secure
the settlers, but to impress the Indians with the folly of resh;tauce; and
by abstaining from firing upon or capturing any of tlleir people to iuspire
a greater dt'gree of confidence in us than they now have. I propoRe to
open communication with them again in the course of two or three
days, and l1aYC:' come to this place in order to prevent interft>renee with
them, lJ)T persous interested in misleading them and keeping up their
fears and distrust.
I have no doubt tl1ey would com;ent at once to go to Yainax:; hut
·that 'Yould not insure us a permanent peace, and it would have a bad
t.~:fl'ect on neighboring tribes, atHl with a little patience I believe tllat a
better arrangement cau be effected.
E. R. S. CA~BY,

B'rigadier-Genera,l Command'i

73

MODOC vVAR.
DEPARTJYIENT OF THE INTERIOR,

lVashington, D. C., JVIcwch 2~, 1873.
SIR: Yonr communication of this date, enclosing a telegram from
General Can by, dated the 16th instant, is received.
1 baYe so much confideuce in the ·wisdom, discretion, and corrrct purposes of General Canby, in regard to the execution, as far ns possible,
of the Presid<'Jlt's policy and the Dspartment's wish to preserye peac~
and preve11t further bloodshed with the Modocs, that 1 deem it my duty
to authorize General Canby to remoYe from the prese11t commission
appointed hy this Department any member whom he thiJJl{S nutit or
illlproper, a11d appoint ]n his place such person as in his judgment
xhouhl be appointed, always expecting him to inform this Department,
through the \V nr Drpartment, or othenvise, immediately on his action.
You \r1ll please iuform General Canby of the snhstauce of this letter,
provided you are \rilling to allow him to use the discrt.-'tion aud exercise
the powers which are herel>y conferred upon him, with your approbation.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. DELANO,
Secretary.
lion. W. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of TVar.

[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARl\lY,

Trashington, IJ. C., llfarch ~4, 1~73.
General E. R. S. CANBY, Commanding,
Van Bremer's Ranch, J'rlodoc Country, via Yreka, Cal.:
Secretary Delano is in possession of all your dispatches np to March
lG, an<l he advises the Secretary of 'Var that he is so impressed with
your \Tisdom all(} desire to fulfill the peaceful policy of' the GoYermueut,
that he authorizes you to remove from the present commission any
members you think unfit, to appoillt others to their places, and to report
tbrongh us to him such cllanges.
Tilis actuall.Y de\·olves on you tbe entire m <:m agement of the 1\Io1loc
qnestioJJ, aud the Secretary of vVar instructs rue to couvey this messnge
to J'OU with his sanction and approval.
vV. T. SHEit:\IAN,
General.

DEP AR'l'MEN'l.' OF 'rilE IN'l.'ERIOR,

Washington, IJ. C., ..~.llarclt 24, 1873.
SIR: I~earing that General Canby bas never seen the instruetions to
the commiR~iou, at the head of which Mr. J\'Ieaeharn':::; mtn1e stauds, I
have dil'ectt>d Mr. Meacham to exhibit these instructions to General
Canby imme<liat<-'ly.
By tbese im;trnetions it was intended that the commissioners should
not insist as a sine qua, non upou the Coast reseryatiou as a place for
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locating tbe Indians. It was intended that their vdslles should in some
respects be consulted and adopted, and hence " Lost Hiver·" was suggested as a place for their location, provided they declined the Coast
reservation.
I wish you to direct General Canby to see the instructions under
which the commissioners are acting, and to consult, as far as practicable, the wishes of the Indians in regard to a location, so that peace
may not be prevented by peremptoril.v insisting that they go to some
place to which they are unwilling to remove.
I do not think they ought to be required to go to " Angel Island" as
prisoners of war, provided their surrender can be obtaiued, on condition they remove to some other place.
I wish also to add that, in my opinion, if the Indians oppose it, it
should not be insiste(l upon that the Modocs who have been indicted
be surrendered to the civil authorities for trial.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DEl;ANO,
Secreta1·y.
Ron. W. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of lVar.

[Telegram receivOLl at

headquarter~

Army of the United States, Washington, D. C.,
March 25, 1873.]
VAN BREMER'S RANCH, GAL.,

JJiarch 24, 1873.
Col. W. D. \V"HIPPLE,
Assistant Adjuta.nt- General, Washington, D. C. :
Accompanied by Colonel Gillem, had an unsatisfactory meeting with
Captain Jack yesterday afternoon in the neighborhood of his camp.
The result confirmed the impression previously reported, that the warfaction is still predominant. Captain Jack's demeanor was that of a
man under duress .and afraid to exhibit his real feelings. Important
questions were evaded, or not answered at all; the substance of all that
could be elicited from him was, that be did not want to fight, that the
lava-bed was a bad place, and that he wanted to go to his home ou Lost
River. He wanted all of the soldiers moved out of the country; if anybody wanted to talk to him they must come to his camp, and if anything was to be done for him, it mm;;t be done there. The meeting of
yesterday was in part accidental, as I had not intended to communicate
with Captain Jack until the troops ~ere in their new po~itious, but the
conference was invited by the Indians, and was accepted as first arranged. Captain Jack and Sconchin John, the second chief, were to
have met Colonel Gillem and myself, but when we reached the place,
we found that the war-faction had substituted their leader for Sconcltiu,
no doubt for the purpose of watching Captain Jack, aud seeing tbat he
did not commit himself to their prejudice. The troops are now moYing into their po~itions, and when they are reached, then communieation may again be opened with the Modocs with the hope of l>etter
results.
ED. R. S. CANBY,

Brigadier- General Commanding.
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[Telegram recci\red at headquarters Army of the "Quited States, \Yashington, D. C.,
1.\Iarch 29, 1~73.]
SAN FRANCISCO, Jlfarch 28, 1873.
Washington, D. C.:
Yonr telegr~m of the twenty-fourth (24th) has been received. The commission is [as ?J at present orgn,nized, will, I think, work well. Yesterday the Modocs again invited conference, and Colonel Gillem, [who~]
with the party examining the lava-beds, had a short interview with two
of the most intelligent, both, however, of the peace party. lie is of the
opinion that tney are more subdued in tone and more amenable to
reasoning than at the last previous interview.
I think that wh en the avenues of escape are closed, anu their supplies
cut o:fl' or abridgetl, they will come in.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- Generctl Commanding.

To General W. T.

SHERl\IAN,

[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS MODOC EXPEDITION,

Carnp South of 1ule Lake, Apr'i lll, 1873.
(By courier to rrelca, Cal., 12.)

To

ADJU1'ANT-GENERAL

U.S. A.

lVashington, D. C. :
General Canby, with the peace commissioners, went out to meet the
Indians about one mile in front of camp at 11.06 this morning. At 1.30
p.m. the signal-officer whom I bad watching the couferrence reported
tiring. Upon reaching the place of meeting I found that General Canby
and Rev. Dr. Thomas had been killed and Mr. l\'Ieachan se,-erely if not
mortally wounded.
The other commissioner, l\fr. Dyar, escaped unlmrt. I shall at once
commence active operations against the III(linns.
ALVlN C. GILLEM,
Colonel First Cavltlry, Commandin,q E:cpeditio n.

HEADQUARTERS I\IODOC EXPEDITION,

Camp South of Tule Lake, April11, 1873.
Sm: It is with the most profound sorrow that I have to inform yotl
of the death of Brig·adier-General E. H. S. Canby, U. S. A., which occurred to-day at 1.30 p. m. about one mile in front of this camp. under
the following circumstances: For a day or twu, communication between
the Indians and the peace commission had been virtuaily suspended.
Yesterday morning an Indian (Bol:lton Charley) came into camp, a11d informed the commission that Captain Jack would ''talk." In orcler to
aroid all misapprebensiou, the com mission sent their interpreter (Frank
Riddle and his 8quaw) into the India11 camp; they returned in the evening and repmted that Captain Jack said he would not meet the commission, uor come out of his stronghold again until the troops were remored fmm his Yicinity. An liHlian returned ·with Hiddle and confil'med his statement. 'fhis morning, however, this Indian (Bogus
Charley) asserted that Riddle (tlle interpreter) had not told all that
Captain Jack had said, and asserted that .Tack had agreed to meet General Canby, msself, and the commission at a tent that had been
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pitche<l about a rni1e in front of this camp.
conflietiug statements, the two Indians (Boston aud Bogus) were ~ent
back to the Indian camp. Tlwy soon returne(l and said that Jack
would meet five of u-s-General Canby, myself, alH1 three commissioners,
at tl.Je tent. AftP-r duly con~idering the subject,, it was determined t6
accept the proposition. I was too ill to accompany the pclrty, a,n<l be·
fore leaving the interpreter bronght the comrnisHioners to my bed-side,
and a8ked me to bear witness that he had warned tllem that there was
danger in g·oing- out; however, it was decided to go.
At 11.06 a. m. the party left camp. I directed the signal-officer to keep
a strict watch on the tent and to inform me of evel'ythiug- that occurred.
At 1.~{0 p. m. the signal-ol'ficRr brought me infol·mation th<tt 1\h\jor Ma·
sou's camp on the east side of the l;ake had been attacked and t\1'0 offi.
cers probably captured. (This afterward proved to be i11eorrect.) ·Con·
Yinced tlw,t treachery was iutended, I sent for Assistant-Surgeon Coburiss, who Yolnnteered to take a. note to General Uauhy. I could not seud
a verbal mPs~mge, as many of the Indians understand Rng·li~h. I had written uut a few words when shots were heard, and offieers from the signalstation brought me information that General Canby ar11l tlw p(mce commi:'sioners bad been murtlered. The troops were UlHler arms at once
and adnmced. I found the bodies of General Canby and the Uev.
Doctor 'rhoma.s auont sevt'nty yards from the tent. Mr.l\Ieacham was
near, sevt>.rely, if not mortally, wounded; all were stripped. 1\lr. Dyar,
one of the cornmis:-;ioners, escaped unhurt, having a small pistol which
he clrew ou his pursuer.
rrhe remains of General Canby and Mr. Thomas will be sent to Yreka
to-morrow, in charge of Lieut. H. H. Anderson, A. D. C. to the General.
Very respectfully, your obedient ~ervant~
ALVAN C. GILLEM,

The

ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Colonel First United States Cavalry,
Commanding Jlfodoc Expedition.
U.S. A.

PART III.
Reports of rwti'De openttions after the failure of peace nr;gotiations, and of
tlte jinctl capture of the Indians; the trittl and punishment of those implicated in the murder <~(the peace commissioners, and the disposition of the
-remainder of the tribe.
[Telegram.]
READQU ARTERS DIVISION PAOIFIC,

.tip'r il12, 1873. (Received vVaslliugtou 1 a. m. 13th.)
·To Geueral W. T. SIIIi;R~IAN, lVashington, D. C. :
The following report of horrible treacher,Y and mnrtler has jnRt been
recei,·e(l. I h~we te1egra.plled Colonel Gillem to let the pnnh;hment of
the l\1:odocs be severe, as their treachery has mented, and hope to hear
soon tllat he has made an end of them.
J. l\L SCHOFIELD,
Major- General, Commanding.
No·rE.-Here follows Colonel Gillem's report, as telegraphed to the
AdjLltant-General April 11, 1873, aud included in foregoing copies.
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[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS AR::\fY OF 'l'IIE UNITED Sr:l'ATES,

lVashington, D. C., .April13, 1873.
General tT. l\I. SCHOFIELD.
Commanding Mili'tary Division, San F-rancisco:
Yonr dispatch of yesterday is this moment received. Last night
Rbont midnight Geueral Townsend came to my house with a dispatch
from General Gillem to the same effect as yours, which dispatch he had
bown to the President, and I an~wered General Gillrm direct., with a
copy of the answ·er to you. The President now sanctions the most severe punishment of the l\Iodocs, a111l I hope to hear that they han~ met
the doom thry so ricllly have earned by tlleir insolence and perfidy.
•
*
*
*
This is Snndny. I will
see the President this evening, and to-morrow will notify yo'n of any
change in the existing comrnauds, if mnde, but you may l>e sure that auy
measure of severity to the s~wages will be sustained.
,V. T. SHERMAN,
General.

[GeneraJ Orders No.3.]

An:;_uy,
lYashington, Azn·il 14, 1873.
It again becomes the sa<l dntJT of the Genl'ral to anuonnce to the
Army the death of one of our mo~::;t illustrious and most honored comIlKADQUARTERS OF TIIE

rades.
Brig. Gen. BU. ward H. S. Canby, commanding the Department of the
Columbia, was, on Friday last, April 11, shot dead by the ell ief ",Jack,"
while he was endeavoring to mediate for tile removal of the l\iutloc~
from their present rocky fastness on the northern ullrder of California
to a reservation where the tribe could l>e maintained and protected by
the proper ei vii ageuts of tlw Goverumeut.
That su.ch a life-should. have l>een sacrificed in such a cause will e,·er
he a source of regret to his rela.tious and friends; yeli tile General trust:5
that all good soldiers will be consoled in knowing that General Q;m by
lost hif; life "on duty" and in tile execution of his office, for he had been
8pecially chosen aud appointed for this delicate and dangerous trust b~~
rea~on of his well -known patience and forl.>earanct:>, his eutire self-abnegation and fi<lelity to the expressed wishet:~ of lJis Go,·ernment, and hi~
larg·e experience in dealing with the savage In<liaus of Americct.
He lla<l alrl'a<ly completed t.he necessar.v military prepara.tion8 to rnforce obedience to the conclusions of the peace com missioners, after
wl..tich be seems to have accompanied tllem to a last coufereuce with the
savage chiefs in supposed fl'ieudly council, aud there met his death by
tl'eachery, outside of his militar;;r lines, but witllin view of the signalstation. At the same time one of tlle peace comn1i~sioners was killed
outright, aud anotller mortally wounded, and the thirll escaped unhurt.
Thus peri~hed oue of the kindest and best gentlemen of this or any
conntrs, wllose socia.l equaled his milita.r.v virtues. To even sketch hi:-;
Army lli story would. pass the limits of a General Order, audit mn~::;t here
suffice to state that General Can by began his military career as a cadet
at \Yest l..,oint in the summer of 1835, graduating in 183!l, since \Yhieh
time he has continuously served tllirt.y-eigllt years, passing through all
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the gra(les to l\l:1jor-General of Volunteers and Brigadier-General of the
Uegular Army.
He served his early life with marked distinction in the Florilla and
JVIexica.n wars, and the outbreak of the civil war found him on duty in
New .Mexico, where, after the defection of his seniors, he remained in
com maud and. defeuded the country successfully against a formidable inroad from the dir8ction of Texas. Afterward tram;ferred east to a more
acti,·e and important sphere, be exercised various bigll commands, and
at. the close of the civil war \Yas in chief command of the Military Dh·ision of tile \Nest .Mississippi, in which he had receive\1 a painful wound,
but had the lwnor to capture Mobile and compel the surrender of the
rebel forces in the Southwest.
Since the close of the civil war he has repeatedly been chosen for
Rpecial command by reason of his superior knowledge of law and civil
government, his known fidelity to the wishes of the Executive, and hiM
ehivalrous deYotion to his profession, in all which his success was perfect.
When fatigued by a long and laborious career, in 1869 he voluntarily
consented to take commantl of the Department of the Uolumuia, where
he expected to enjoy the repose he so much coveted. This Modoc difficult.y arising last winter, and it being extremely desirous to end it hy
peaceful meaus, it seemed almost providential that it shonld haYe occurred in the sphere of General Canby's command.
He responded to the call of his Government with alacrity, aml has
labored with a patience that ueRerved better success; but, alas! the end
is different from that which be and his best friends had. hoped for, aud
he now lies a corpse in the wild mountains of Califomia., while the lightning flashes his requiem to the furthermost corners of the ci rilized
world.
'Ihough dead, the recorcl of his fame is resplendent with noble deeds
well uone, and no name on onr Army Hegi8ter stands fairer or higher
for the personal qualities that command the universal respect, honor,
affection, and love of his countrymen.
General Canby leaves to his country a heart-broken widow, but no
children.
Every honor consistent \Tith law and usage shall ue paid to his remains, full notice of which will be given as soon as his family can be
consulted and arrangements concluded.
By command ot General Sherman:
WILLIAM D. WHIPPLE.
As~istant Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]
WAR DEPAWI.'l\fENT,

AD JUT ANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
TVashington, April14, 1873.

Co1. J . C. DAVIS,
United ~States Army, 1 ndianapoUs, Ind.:
General Orders fifty-nine, (59,) of this date, assigns you to command
Department of Columbia, vice Canby, and directs you to proceed to
your post immediately. Ackno"'ledge receipt.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General. .
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[Telegram.]
WAR DEPAl~TMEN'I',
ADJUTANT GENim.AL's OFPICE,

lYashington, April14, 1873.

•
Mnj. Gen. J. l\I. SCHOFIELD, U. S. A.,
San Francisco, Cal. :
General Or<lers fifty-nine, (59,) of this date, assigns CoL J. C. Davis to
c~ommaud Department of Columbia, viee Canby, and direets him to
proceerl to his post immediately. Communicated to him by telt:graph
to Imlianapolis.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Gene1·al.
[General Orders :No. 59.)

'VAR DEPART:VfENT,
ADJUTANT-GENlmAL'R OFFJcg,

Washington, April14, lt373.
Col. Jefferson C. Davis, Twe11t.y-t.hinl Iufantr.v, is assig;ned to connnauu the Department of the Columbia, Yiee Bng adi <:: r-Gen eral CanlJ,Y,

By direction of th e

Pre~ir1ent,

deceased.
He will proceed without r1e1ay to his poRt.

By order of the Acting Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSE ND,
A djutant-General.

LAVA-BEDS, UAL.,

April

:.w, 1873.

SIR: I baYe the honor to submit the following report of the opera-

tions of this eommand sinee the 11th inst:
On the morning of the 11th, General Canby, with :Messrs. Meacham,
Thomas, and Dyer, members of the peaee commission, met the :Modoc
Indians at a tent pitched about one mile in advance of my camp, at the
:~outh end of Tule Lalre. The tent was in wltat is known as the "htYahe(ls.'' As suspieions of treachery existed, I directed Lieutenant Adams,
J1'ir·st Ca\'alry, Chief Sigual-Offieer, to keep a constant wateb on the tent,
and gi\+e me notice of any suspieious mov-ements in its vicinity. The
general and members oftlle commission \Tent out at about 11.06 a.m. At
1 o'clocK. p. m. I reeeived a message from l\fajor Mason, Twenty-First Infantry, commandiug· the camp on the east side of ti.Je lake, informing me
that his piekets had been attacked, and Lieut. ~ralter Shenvoo<l, TwentyFirst Inf<tntr.v, wouude<l, (mortally.) This confirmed the '"'-'Orst fears of
treachery. To notify General Canby of his danger was the first object
to be attained. As any movement of troops from eamp would have
been in full view of the Indians at the tent, I knew to make an adYance
would but hasten the attack of the Indians. Aeting Assistant Surgeon
O:.tbauiss ·rolnnteered to take a message to the general. As many of the
:Modocs spenk Eng·lish, I llad to write. I had written but a liue when
tbe signal offieer notified me thaVthe Indians were shooting the general
and his p~trty. The time ehtpsing between the attaek on Mason's
pickets and the attack on General Canby and the peace commission did
not exceed ten minutes: showing couelusive1y that the action of the
Indians was premeditated nnd preconcerted.
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'l'he troops in the camp south of the hlke at once spran~ to
arms and ad 'Tanced as ra.pidly as possible to the scene or the traged
lmt the l1Hliau~ had fled. General Can by and Rev. l\lr. Thomas we
dead w!Jen we reached them; .IVfr. l\Ieacbam was snppo8ell to
mortally wounded, but, { am gratified to state, is rapidly illlproving
with eYer,) prouability of early recoYery.
Tlw party which flttacked Major Mason's pickets act,·aHeell nnder
1dzitejlag, aud asked for tile commanding officel'. 'Vhl."n askell if they
wanted to "talk,~' they replied '' IJo." Lieutenant Sherwood, the officer
of the day, then told tltem they could return to tllPir camp, and be
would retnrn to his; turning to go, the parties being about thil'ty yard
from •'ach other, the Indians opened fire, shooting Lientewmt Sherwood
through the arm, and soon afterwards through tlte thigh, inflicting what
pro,·ed to be a fatal wourHl. Ijieutenant Boyle, who was witl1 the officer
of the (b_v, escaped unhurt. The pieket at once opened tire and the
Iutlians fled.
Aft.er sueh perfidy, there rem :-tined bnt one course for me-to a1lmini ..
te1· the pnuisbment so riehly merited-au<} preparations for an adnmce
were at onee madt'. Knowing tile confidenee of the Indians in their
position, autl the g;reat difficulty of taking it by assault, 1 detPrminec.l,
if pos~ible, to surround them, uot only to ::;~we my owu lllt'll bnt to pre·
ve11t tlte escape of the [IHliaus. Ou the l.Jth l\L1jor .Mason, T\rent.r-tirst
ftnltr,v, whose eonnnand cousiste(l ot three eompanies of his reg·iment,
'l'roops "B" and'' G," First Cavalry, McKay'~ company of \Varm 8pring
ludians, aud a section of nlountain-lwwitzers under Lieutenant Uhapiu,
Fourth Artillery, was <lirected to move up as uear as possible to the
Indian vo~ition nuder eover of thP rlarlmess. Captai11 Perry, First
Uavalry, with 'l'roops "F" ar11l ' 4 K,'' First Ua,·alry, was ordered from
tile camp on the ~ontll side of tl.w lake to make a similar move at ~
a. m. on the 15th. Roth movements 'vere sucues:sful, aud the respective
partie::; took their positions without loss. At 8 a. m. ou t 1le 15Lh 1\laj.
John G-reen, First Casalry, who commanded the troops south of the
Jakt>, mO\'ed out with Batteries'' B" "K" and ' 4 .M,'' Ponrth Artiller,v,
}llld companies'' E" aud '' G," Twelfth Iufantry. Thomas's B<lttery ("A,"
Fourth Artille1·~·) remained iu camp with the Uoeborn mortars ready
pa<·ked ou mu1~s, to au vance when 110 shonld receive tlw signal to do so.
'The skirmi:slliug began about a mile in front of the I11dian position.
The ground, or ratber rocks, being exeeedingly difficult to get O\Ter, onr
progress was very slow; the Indians contested e\·ery foot of gronntl,
and ha ,·iug every ad nmtage often succeeded in checking the troop8.
At 1.30 p. m. the battalion of tlle Fourth Artillery and Twel t'th Inf.tntry
made a beautiful charge, driving the Indians baek se,·eml hun<lrecl
~·ards, to a w~r.r strong position near the crest of the hwa-be<L The
mortars were tllen ordered up, and in order to secure a good po~ition fm·
tuem within reach of the caves, Troops F and K, Fir:st Oa,ralr.r, were
ordered to driYe the lndiaus from the northern point of the la\'<t·betl,
and diu so in a handsome charge. The mortars were then placed in
position, aud began shelling t.he ludians. It was now nearly dark, the
lines \\'ere straightened and strengtltened, and operations sn:o:;pemled for
tlle uigiJt,, exeept tliC mortars, which contiuueu tiring during the night,
having secured the range and position of the Indian camp. Tlte troops
ou the east side of the lava- bed ad \'anced as direet.e<l on the nig·ht of
the 14th, aud at daylight ou the 15th the howitzer battl:'ry opened
tire on Jaek's camp, aud the infantry advanced as far as possihle,
euueavoring to unitt-' their left with ~L1jor Green'~ right, and. t!Jn8 iuelos~
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the Indians, but it was found impossible to effect the junction without
weakening the line too m nch. Our loss on this day was one officer
(Lieutenant Eagan, Twelfth Infantry) wounded, three (3) enlisted men
killed, and nine (9) wounded.
Early on the morning of the 16th our entire line advanced, but owing
to the almost impassable nature of the ground, and the stubborn reRistance of the Indians~ the progress was slow; the mortars and howitzt>rs
continued shelling, and one most important advantage was gainedthe left of Major Green's and the right of Major Mason's commands sncceeded in forming a junction, and thus cut o1f the communication of the
Indians with the water. . During this day the command advanced to
within the immediate vicinity of the caves held by tlle Indians; in some
places so near as to render it necessary to fall bade in order not to interfere with the shelling. During the night of the 16th the firing was almost continuous, the Indians endeavoring to pass through our lines in
several places, evidently for the purpose of procuring water. Nontj of
these efforts succeeded.
On the morning of the 17th the troops cautiously advanced. Now
and. then a shell was thrown in, and it was soon evident that the great
part of the Indians had abandoued the place, lea,ring a rear-guard to
keep the troops in check. These were driven away by a charge, and
retreated south among the rocks.
Tile troops at once took possession of the celebrated stronghold of the
l\[odocs. As yet, I have been unable to definitely locate the Indiaus;
a part of them-it is possible all-are in the southern portion of the
lara-bed, and they may make another stand. A. small party was seen
to come to the lake for water.
On the morning of the 18th, all the cavalry and the Warm Spring
Indians were sent to the south of the lava-bed to ascertain whether or
not the Indians had taken that direction. On the return of this force,.
I sball be governed in my movements by the information it brings. If
the Indians are still in the rocks, we will attack them again.
Since actiYe operations were commenced our losses have been as follo'.ls: one officer wounded, not dangerously; six (6) enlisted men killedtwo (2) of E battery, Fourth Artillery; oue (1) of M battery, Fourth
Artillery; one (1) of G Company, Twelftl.l Infantry; one (1) ofF Troop,
and one (1) of K Troop, First Cavalry; and thirteen (13) wouuded-oue
Warm Spring Indian; one G Troop, one F Troop, one K Troop, First
Cavalry; two G Company, 'l'welfth Infantry; tllree E battery, Fourth
ArtiliPry; three of K batter,y, and one of M battery, Fourth Artillery.
\Yhere all have done their duty so well it would seem invidious to
mention any, but I feel it would be injustice not to in 'Tite attention to
the coolness, good judgment, a11d gallant bearing of Major John Green,
Firt-~-t Cavalry, whose conduct commanded the admiration of all.
First
Lieut. J. Q. Adams, First Cavalry, acti11g chief signal-officer, was
of great service in transmitting orders, tlle different parts of the field of
action being widely separated. Lieut. J as. Rockwell, First Cavalry,
acting assistant adjutant-general, was aetive and fearless in transmission
of all duties intrusted to him. Lieut. 0. P. Eagan, Twelfth Infantry,
was wounded while gallantly leading a charge of his company. M~jor
Biddle, Sixth Cavalry, recently promoted from the First Cavalry, volunteered his services and has rendered valuable assista,nce.
The Imlians haYe been discoYered to-day in a new position about four
miles south of their old strong·hold. They remained bidden in tlle rockR
until compelled by want. of water to come out.
H. Ex. 1:22--G
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Arrangements win be made as rapidly as possible to attack, and if
possiule, surround them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALVAN C. GILLEM,
Colonel First Cavalry, Commanding Expedition.
The ASSISTANT ADJU1'AN1'-GENERAL,
llfilitary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

HEADQUAR'fERS CAMP ON TULE LAKE,
Modoc Country, Cal., ApYil 22, 1873.
SIR: I am under the sad necessity of reporting the death of First
Lieut. W. L. Sherwood, Twenty.first Infantry.
Lieut. Sherwood was wounded on the 11th instant, in the arm and
thigh, whiic answering a white flag carried by Modoc Indians; from
tilese wounds he died at 12.30 a. m. on the 14th instant.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN C. J\fASON,
Major Twenty-first Infantry, Commanding.
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U.S. A., Washington, D. C.

[Telegram.]

SAN FRANCISCO, April 29~ 1873.
To General SHERMAN:
The following dist,ressing intelligence is jnst received: ''Lava-Beds,
April 28, 1873; to Major General Schofield, San Francisco. On the 26th
instant, Major Green, commanding the camp on the west side of the
lava-bed, ordered Captain 'J'homas, Fourth Artiller,y, with batteries A
and K, Fourth Artillery, Company E, Twelfth Infantry, and a party of
Warm Spring Indians, about sevent.y soldiers aud fourteen Indians to
make a reconnaissance in a southeasterly direction to a point about four
miles from camp. The party left camp at 7 a.m.; at 12m. the party
reacheu the designated point, and were resting. No Indiansllau been seen.
Suddenly the party was fired upon by Indians, when a portion of the
command seem to have become panic-stricken, and organization seems,
in a great measure, to have ceased. Stragglers arrived in camp at
about half-past 1 p. m. Major Green at once went to assistance of l\lajor
Thomas; arriving on the scene, he found Thomas's command entirely
disorganized and scattered. Upon searching in the htva chasms the
bodie~ of Capt. E. Thomas and Lieut. A. B. Howe, Fourth Artillery,
and I..~ieut. Tilomas F. Wright, Twelfth Infantry, were found; First I..~ieut.
Arthur Cranston, Fourth Artillery, has not been found. He is unc.loubtedly killed. Lieut. George M. Harris and Acting Asst. Snrg. B.
Semig seriously, though I hope not dangerously, wounded. Thirteen
enlisted men killed, aud sixteen wounded. All of the officers and a part
of t.he men remained together, and fought like heroes, but the Indians
had secured the ad vantages of position before being discovered. The remains of the officers go toY reka to· morrow. The bodies of four warriors
han>: been found at or near the scene of the battle. Captain .Mendenhall
reports from Burkettsville, and is expected to join on the 30th. The
Indians occupy a position in the rocks, about four miles south of
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tbeir old caves. It will be impossible to surround. them with the force
at or en route to the place. The circumference of the lava-beds is
about thirty miles; all of it is very much of the same cllaracter. General Davis is expected to-morrow.
"ALVAN C. GILLEM.
"Colonel First Cctvalry, Oonnnariding."
General Davis started from Yreka for the Lava-Beds this morning.
J. n1. SCHOFIELD,
JJiajor- General.
HEADQUARTERS LAVA-BEDS,

111ay 4, 1873.

SIR: For the information of the general commanding the division, I

have the honor to state that I arrived here on the evening of the 2d
instant; have visited all the camps, and find affairs here about as follows : 'l'he troops are in very good llealth, being well located, well fed
and clothed, but owing to the lleavy losses they have sustained in their
recent conflicts with the Indians and the little successes gained by
them, there is a very perceptible feeling of despondency pervauing the
entire command.
lt was m,y intention on my arrival here to make another effort to dislodge the Indians from their stronghold, but the disaster of the 26th
ultimo made such an attempt too hazardous· to be thougllt of for the
present.
Owing to the fact that all the commissioned officers wno accorr panied
the disastrous reconnaissance being killed or so badly wounded as to be
nua,ble to make statements, I cannot obtain a very satisfactory account
of the affair.
The party, consisting of six commissioned officers, sixty-four enlisted
ruen and fourteen Indian scouts, all under the command of Capt. Evan
Thomas, Fourth Artillery, started out on the reconnaissance about 8
o'clock a. m. on the 26th. The object of the reconnaissance was to ascertain the practicability of taking a pack-train and the mortar-batt~ry
through the lava-beu to a saud-hill uear the center of the lava-bed,
about five miles distant from the camp. The objecti \re point was reached
without difficulty by noonday, and tbe party halted for rest and refreshment. No Indians llad been met, no re ~istance seems to have been e~
pected, and a general fe~ling of security seems to h<-tve prevailed among
the officers. The signal-sergeant was preparing to send a message
back to camp, announcing the result of the reconnaissance, wllen a few
shots in close proximity announced the presence of the enemy.
'rhe officers, though surprised, immediately sprang up and prepared
for action. A well-directt'd tire, however, by this time, from the Indians, cam;ed a large number, probably two -thirds, of the enlisted men to
break and run away in the most cowardly manner. The officers, thus
deserted by tlleir men, rallied the few brave spirits-mostly non-commissioned officers-and fought the foe with unuaunted conrage. They
and tlle brave men who stood by them were all found killed and
woulJlled where they so nobly but ineffectually fought.
The reconnaissa,nce was ordered by n1ajor Green, of First Cavalry,
from his camp, with the authority of Colonel Gillem. Its object was au
important one, and I think the party was qmte sufficient in number
autl appointments.
An error was made by the officer in command in not pushing his
skirmish-line further to the front aud on the flanks bPfore halting, but
this mistake could have been easily and quickly remeuied had the men,
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as a few did, stood by the officers and obeyed orders. This they did
not do. The result was conspicuous cowardice on the part of the men
who ran av;·ay, and conspicuous bravery and deaU1 on tile part of the
officers and men who stood. The lesson taught by tllis affair is that a
great many of the enlisted men here are utterly unfit for Indian fighting of this kind, being only cowardly beef-eaters. My recommendation
is, however, that they be kept here, trained, and 'made to fight. I
shall take such steps while here as I t.hink will insure this training.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFJ1-,. C. DAVIS,
B ·vt. Major- Generctl, Commanding.
The ASSISTAN'l.' ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
J1!liUtary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Gal.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l.'HE PACIFIC,
San Francisco, Gal., ll1ay 9, 1873.
General \V. T. SHERMAN,
Washington, D. C.:
The following dispatch from Colonel Davis jnst received.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
11-Iajor- General.
HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD,

Tule Lake, Cal., May 8, 1873.
I sent two friendly squaws into the la,va-bed day before yesterday; they returned
yesterda~y, having found the bodies of Lieutenant Cranston and party, but no Indians.
Last night I sent the Warm Spring Indians out. They find tbat the Moclocs have gone
in a southeasterly direction. This is also confirmed by the attack and capture of a
train of four wagons and fifteen animals yesterday p. rn. near Supply Camp, on east
·side of Tule Lake. The Modocs in this party reported fifteen or twenty in nnml.Jer;
escort to train about the same; escort whipped, with three wounded. No Indians
known to have been killed. I will put the troops iu search of the Indians, with fi\'e
.days' rations.

JEFF.

C. DAVIS,

Col. Twenty-Third Inj'ani1·y, Comcl'g Dept.

HEADQUARTERS AR:l\'IY OF THE UNITED STATES,
TV ashington, .D. 0., J~tne 3, 1873.
'GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to inclose copies of the two
dispatches of June 2 from General Schofield, commanding Military
Division of the Pacific, announcing the capture of the last of the
Modocs, including the chief, Captain Jack. I understand tlJem all to
be now in military custody, and most respectfully ask orders for their
disposition. I inclose also a copy of my dispatch to General Schofield
in reply.
It is so important that some just and lawful rule of action sb.onld be
prescribed in advance for these Indian matters, (which must arise from
time to time,) that I most earnestly beg that the present case shall receive the consideration of the highest law-offieer of our Government,
before some Indian agent makes a fatal promise, sueh as is now urged
for turning loose the convicted inurderer, Satanta, that I most respectfully ask the President to sanction my present orders for General Schofield to hold all the Modoc prisoners in military custody uutil they are
disposed of according to the judgment of some competent tribnnal or
the orders of the President himself. And furt.her, I earnestly recom-
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menu that Captain Jack, Schonchin, and the others who were present at
the peace council when Genera,l Canby and the Rev. 1\Ir. Thomas were
murdered, be tried by a general court-martial as violators of military
law; that such of the other prh;oners as are indicted for murder by the
civil conrts of Oregon and California be surrendered to the sheriffs of
the respective counties on the proper requisition of the governors of
said States; and, finally, that the rest of these Indians be transported
east, and be distributed among a tribe ea8ily guarded, say the Winnebagos of Lake Superior.
Thns the tribe of Modocs would uisappear, and the example would be
salutary in dealing with other Indians similarly disposed and similarly
situated.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
General W. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
[Indorsements.]
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

June 3, 1873.
These papers seem of sufficient importance to be forwarded without
delay to the Secretary of War.
Respectfully,
E. D. TOWNSEND.
Respectfully referred to the President for orders, with General Sherman's recommendations as to disposition of 1\1:odocs approved.
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
WEST POINT, N. Y., June 4, 1873.

[Inclosures.j

[Telegram received at Headquarters Army of the United States~ Washington, D. C.,
June ~,1873, from San Francisco, Cal., 2d.]
Gen. \Y. T. SrrERl\IAN:
Colonel Davis reports, June first, Modoc scouts sent out Tuesday, twenty-seventh
May, from Tnle Lake, reported to him at Applegate's evening twenty-eighth, having
found Jack and band encamped on Willow Creek at crossing emigrant-road, fourteen
miles east of Applegate's; Hasbrouck's and Jackson's squadrons, under Major Green,
immediately in pursuit, came upon them eveningtwenty-niuth, pursued them till eventhirtieth, when fourteen warriors, ten women, and nine children were captured,
slight skirmish, among them Schonsin and Scarfacecl Charley. Jack, with three
warriors, escaped in one direction, remaining nine escaped in different directions, leaving twelve men not captured. He will push them lively until caught; hopes to close
the war in a few days and start the troops to other points.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- General.
[Telegram received at Hearlquarters Army of the United States, \Vashington, D. C.}.
June 3, 1873, from San Francisco, Cal., 2d.]
·
811bsequent dispatch from Davis, elated Applegate's, .June first, announces capture of
Jack and two warriors and families. He expects the few others to come in soon, and.
''OOJaSHILers the war terminated.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- Gtmeral ..
Gen. W. T. SnERM'AN, Washington, D. C.
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[Telegram.]

HEAnQU.ARTERS A"RMY OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES,
Washington, ]). 0., Jmw 3, 1873.
Your two dispatches of June 2, announcing the capture of the
Modocs, Captain Jack included, are received. I will submit them to
the War Offiee for reference to the highest authority, with a view to
what disposition is to be made of the prisoners, according to Jaw and
justice. Some should be tried by court martial and shot; others be delivered over to civil authorities, and the balance <lispersed so that the
name of Modoc should cease. If any promises have been made any of
them notifY me, and meantime distribute the troops employed according
to your better judgment; only be certain that all prisoners are held in
military custody till final orders are received. .Also assure General
Davis and the troops that their labors and patience are fully appreciated at headquarters.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
Gen. J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Commanding Division, San Francisco, Gal.

[Telegram.]

SAN FRANCISCO, June 5, 1873.
Have directed General Davis to hold Modocs where they are till
orders are received for their disposition, and report any promises made
to or special treatment deserved by any. I think those guilty of the
murder of General Can by and the commissioners and Lieutenant
Sherwood should be tried by a military commission; those who
murdered citizens on Lost Hiver turned over to the civil authorities of
Oregon for trial, and the other men to be imprisoned at Alcatras.
The women and children should be placed on some reservation in
charge of the Inuian Bureau. But I shall be glad to have the orders of
the Government on the subject.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Majnr- General.
G{m. W. T. SHERMAN.

[Telegram.]

WAR DEPARTMEN'l', ADJUTANT GENERAL'S 0F:PIOE,
lVashington, J~tne 5, 1873.
The Secretary of War directs me to express the President's and his
own bjgh appreciation of your success, and of the labors of your officers
and men in the Modoc campaign.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
,Col. JEFFN. C. DAVIS,
U. S. Army, Applegate's Ranch, via Yreka, California.
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[Telegram.]

WEST POINT, June 5, 1873.
Inform the President immediately that I have received the following
telegram from governor of Oregon:
SALE:\I, June 4, 18n.
As to the Modoc outlaws, now in custody of the United States military authorities, I
most respectfully request that those now stanuing indicted in the circuit court of Jack80n County, Oregon, for the crime of murder, who are not amenable to military execution, be delivered to the civil authorities of this State for trial and punishment. If
they have a legal defense, based either upon amnesty or upon denial of guilt, let the defense be pleaded before the proper tri buual.
S. F. GROVER,

Governor of Oregon.

W. W. BELKNAP.
Secretary of TVar.

Gen.

E. D. TowNSEND,

Adjuta,nt- General.

[Telegram.]
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJU'l'ANT-GENER..A.L'S OFFICE,

lVashington, June 5, 1873.
Your dispatch received and shown to the President.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Generctl.
Hou. WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War, West Point, N. Y.

SAN FRANCISCO,

June 7, 1873.

Q-ener~l SHERl\f..A.N,

Washington, D. 0. :
The following is just received from General Davis, dated Tale Lake,

June 5:
Your dispatch and General Sherman's, concerning India,n prisoners, is just received·
The [they] are all here under a safe guard; only a few unimportants now out; sha:l
keep tllem as directed, and await your instructions. I hall already made arrangements
to execnte eight or ten of the ringleaders; sca1folcl and ropes were prepared. I was
engaged in determining the exact list, with a view to executing them at sunset to-morrow, when your dispatch was handed me. I have uo doubt of the propriety and the
necessity of executing them on the spot at once. I had no doubt of my authority, as
department comlllander in the field, to thus execute a band of outlaws, robbers, and
murderers like these, under the circumstances. Your dispatch indicates a long de1ay
of tile cases of these red devils, which I regret. Delay will destroy the moral effect
which their prompt execution would have had upon other tribes, as also the inspiring
rtfect upon the troops. Hooker Jim, Shacknasty Jim, Steamboat Frank, a,nd Bogus
Charley, soon after their capture, feeling, I suppose, the halter draw, offered to do me
important service. I accepted their proposition without any promise of reward other
than that implied in the fhct of accepting their services. Their (bring exploits and
nsefuluess in capturing Jack has won the admiration of all. Without their services
we might not have succeeded yet in capturing Jack and his band. It was my intention to exempt them from the death-penalty, at least. Honor on my part requires me to
urge their exemption to this extent, although two of them, Hooker Jim and Frank,
h<Lve beeu among the worst of the baud.
J. M SCHOFIELD,
J!Iajor- Geneml.
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Official copy respectfully submitted to the Secretary of W~.r for his
information. It is to be regretted that General Davis was interrupted
'in his proposerl dealing with the .Modoc criminals, but the dispatch
having been shown to the .Attorney-General, he thinks that no action
should be taken until be bas furnished his opinion on the subject of
their final disposition to the President.
W. T. SHERM:AN,

General.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY, June 7, 1873.

DEP.A.RTMENT

OF

JUSTICE,
June 7, 1873.

To the PRESIDENT :
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from yon of sev·
eral papers relative to the 1\:fodoc Indians now in custody of the United
States Army, with a request for my opinion as to the authority to try
certain of the prisoners by a military tribunal.
The main facts out of which the question arises are these:
ln 1864: the United States made a treaty with these Indians by the
terms of which they were to go, and remain, upon a reservation in ~he
State of Oregon. Late la8t fali, the Indians being away from their re·
Rervation, a military detachment was ~ent to procure tbeirretnrn. Finding them unwilling to go peaceably, the officer indicated his determination to use compulsiou, in consequence of which a conflict ensued between the United States troops and the Indians. Soon after se,·eral
peaceable citizens and their families in the vicinity were murdered by
Indians of this band. They then intrenched themsel\eS in the la·ra-beds
iu the neighborhood. Fighting ensued, and one or more se.Yere battles,
jn which persons on both sirleH were wounded and killed, and the United
States troops repulsed.
Pending lwstilities negotiations were opened for peace, and on the
13th of April last, General Canby, Rev. Mr. Tho111as, and )lr. 1\leaeham,
at a point between the opposing forces, and in pursuance of a mutual
agreement to that end, met Captain Jack, the leader of the Indians,
with some of his chief warriors, to discuss the terms of a treaty, ~md
while so engaged, General Canby and Mr. Thomas were treacherously
assassinated, and Mr. Meacham severely wounded b.) the Indians present
upon that occasion. Battles followed, aud Captain Jack and all or most
of his tribe have been captured, and are now in the bands of the military authorities.
General Sherman, in a communication to the Secretars of VVar, dated
the 3d iustant, recommends that such of t-hese li!dians as have violated
military law be tried by a military tribunal. This recommendation is
approved by the Secretary of War.
"Instruction::;;" were prepared in 1863, by Francis Lieber. LL. D.,
revised by a board of officers of which General E . .A. IIitehcock was
president, and, after approval by the President of tile United States,
were published for the govc:rumeut of Armies of the United States in
the field. Section 13 of these "Instructions" is as follows:
Military jnrisdictiou is of two kinds: first, that which is conferred and drtiuerl by
statute; second, that which is deriYed from the common law of war. Military offenses, under the statute law, must be tried in the manner therein directed, hnt- military offensefl, which do not rome within tho statute, must be tried and punished umler
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the common law of war. The character of the conrts which exercise these jurisdictions
depends upon the local laws of each particular country.
In the Armies of the United Stutes the first is exercisccl by courts-martial, while
cases which do not come within the" Rules and Articles of War," or the jnrisrliction conferred b.v statute on courts-martial, are tried by military commissions. AU the authorities which I have been able to examine upon this subject harmonize with tlwse ''instructions."

According to the laws of war there is nothing more sacred than a
flag of truce dispatched in good faith, and there c~tn be no greater act
of perfidy and treachery than tlle assassination of its bearers after they
have been acknowledged and received by those to whom they are sent.
No statute of the IJnited States makes this act a crime, and therefore
it is not punishable under the "Rules and Articles of War,'7 and if punishable at all, it must be through a power derivefl from the usages of
war. Kindred to the act in question in bad faith is the breaking of his
parole by a paroled prisoner. While the United States were at war
with Mexico, se-veral officers of the Mexican army were tried by a military commission composed of officers of the United States Army, convicted and sentenced to be shot and executed for breaking their parole.
Numerous trials of a similar nature took place during the war of the
rebellion. But there are no statutory provisions whatever upon the
subject, and the whole power of the military authorities in such cases is
derived from the usages of war.
On the 23<1 of August, 1865, a military commission, duly appointed,
assembled in the city of \""Vashiugtou for the trial of Henry Wirz, who
pleaded, among other things, that the military commission had no jurisdiction OYer either his person or over the subject-matter of the charges
and specifications, being a tribunal unauthorized by either statute,
military law, martial law, ur well-estal>lished usage. But this plea was
overruled and he was convicted upon several charges, one of which was
''murder in violation of the laws and customs of war," and, after seutence, he was hung for his crimes. All the proceedings in this case
flerive theit' authority and validity from the common law of war. Certain persons, it will be remembered, were tried and convicted in the
same wav for the assassination of President Lincoln.
Attorney-General Speed, in discussing this subject, (Opinions, vol.
11, 297,) says:
We have seen that when war comes the laws and usages of war come also, and that
during the war they are a part of the laws of the land. Under the Constitution,
Congress may define and punish offenses against those laws, but in default of Congress
defining those laws and prescribing a punishment for their infraction, aud tho mode of
proceeding to ascertain whether an offense has been committed and what punishment
is to be inflicted, the Army must be governed by the laws and usages of war as understood and practiced by the civilized nations of the world.

Again:
If the prisoner be a regular unoffenuing soldier of the opposing party to the war,
be should be treated witll all the courtesy and kindness consistent with his safe custod~~; if be has offended against the laws of war, he should have such trial and be
punished as the laws of war require. A spy, though a prisoner of war, may be tried,
condemned, and executed by a military tribunal without a breach of the Constitution.
A bushwhacker, a jay hawker, a bandit, a war rebel, an assassin, being public enemies,
may be tried, condemned, an<l executed as offenders against the laws of war. * * *
The law of nations, which is the result of the experience and wisdom of ages, has
c1ecided that jayhawkers, banditti, &.c., are offenders against the laws of nature and
of war, and as such ameuable to the military. Our Constitution has made those laws
a part of the law of the land.

See also Vattel, 35!); Wheaton's Int. Law, 406; Woolsey's Int. Law,
220; Halleck's Int. Law, 400 .
.Milligan's case (4 Wallace, p. 2) holds, under the circumstances therein
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stated, a military commission to be illegal. But the facts there are entirely different from those under consideration. Milligan was the resident of a State not in rebellion. The courts were open and unobstructed
for his prosecution. He was neither a prisoner of war, nor attached in
any way to the military or naval service of the United States.
According to the "Instructions" heretofore referred to, no civil tribunal has jurisdiction in the case disclosed by the papers before me.
Sections 40 and 41 thereof are as follows :
40. There exists no law or body of authoritative rules of action between hostile
armies, except that branch of the law of nature and nations which is called the law
and usages of war on Janel.
41. All municipal law of the ground on which the armies stand, or of the countries
to which they belong, is silent and of no effect between armies in the field.

Manifestly, these rules, to a great extent, if not altogether, are correct; for it cannot be pretended that a United States soldier is guilty of
murder if he kills a public enemy in battle, which would be the case if
the municipal law was in force and applicable to an act committed under such circumstances.
All the laws and customs of civilized warfare may not be applicable
to an armed conflict with the Indian tribes upon our western frontier;
but the circumstances attending the assassination of Canby and Thomas
are such as to make their murder as much a violation of the laws of
savage as of civilized warfare; and the Indians concerned in it fully unaerstood the baseness and treachery of their act.
It is difficult to define exactl:v the relations of the Indian tribes to
the United States ; but as they have been recognized as independent
communities for treaty-making purposes, all(~ as they frequently carry
on organized and protracted wars, they may properly, as it seems to me,
be held subject to those rules of warfare which make a negotiation for
peace after hostilities possible, and which make perfidy like that in
question punishable by military authority. Doubtless the war with the
Modocs is practically ended, unless some of them should escape and
renew hostilities. But it is the right of the United States, as there is
no agreement for peace, to determine for themselves whether or not
anything more ought to be done for the protection of the country or
the punishment of crimes growing out of the war. Section 59 of said
''Instructions" is as follows :
A prisoner of war remains answerable for his crimes committed against the captor's
army or people, committed before he was captured, and for which he has not been punished by his own authorities.

My conclusion, thdrefore, is that a military commission may be appointed to try such of the Modoc Indians now in custody as are uharged
with offenses against the recognized laws of war, and that if upon such
trial any are found guilty, they may be subjected to such punishment
as those laws require or justify.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. WILLIAMS,
Attorney- General.
[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,

Washington, D. 0., J~tne 7, 1873.
Attorney-General decides that the acts of the Modoc Indians subsequent to their first resistance, when required to return to their reserva.-
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tion, constituted war in a technical sense; that crimes afterward committed against the laws of war are triable and punishable by military
courts, preferably military commission.
Yon mrty order the commission to be governed by all the rules and
conditions familiar to you in 1864:, and meantime I will send by m::til the
opinion at length of the Attorney-General.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
Gen. J. lVI. ScHOFIELD,
Commanding Division, San Francisco.
[Telegram.]

WEST POINT, N. Y., June 11, 1873.
General Sherman directs me to transmit the following order for your
action:
\VM. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adj~ttant- General.
Gen. J. 1\1. SCHOFIELD,
Sa.n Francisco, Gal.
WEST POINT, N. Y., June 11, 1873.
I am instructed by the President to direct you to instruct General Schofield to have
the Modoc prisoners tried by military commission, the proceedings of said commission
to be sent to President for approval.
Very respectfully, &c.,
WM. ,V, BELKNAP,
Secretm·y of Wa1·.
Genera] SHERMAN,
·w est Point, N.Y.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'fHE PACIFIC,
San Frcmcisco, Gal., June 12, 1873.
Telegram transmitting the President's order relative to military commission received.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Jllajor- General.
Col. W. D. WHIPPLE,
West Point, N. Y.

[Telegram.]

WASHINGTON D. C., June 14, 1873.
The following dispatch, just received, is fowarded for your information
and action.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
BELKNAP,
Ron. W.
Secretary of War, West Point, N. Y.

,V.

SAN FRANCISCO, June 12, 1873.
Gen. \V. T. SHERMAN, Wa shington, D. C.:
The order of the President regarding proceedings of commission has been sent to
General Davis.
Agreeably to your telegram eighth (seventh~) instant, General Davis was informed
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that Modoc prisoners would be triell by militnry commissions, an(l that, as tlw commander of department and troops in the field, he had, under act of Jnly 2, 1864, full
power and authority to appoint the commission. and order the executiou of the sentences in these c·ases. He was informed that the sentence of the commission must be
governed by tlle usages and laws of war, and that he had tlle discretion to exempt from
capital punishment those wllose services entitled them to mercy. I sc})(l you thi:; information, thinking and hoping you may request the President to modify hiH order.
The prisoners will l.>e tried under the act referred to for the crime of murder and as
accessories thereto.
General Davis desires Major Curtis to report to him as judge-advocate of commission.
The trial he says will take place at. Fort Klamath, to which post prisoners are uow e1•
rm~te.

J. M. SCHOFIELD,
-."dajor-General.

[Telegram.]

WEST POINT, (June?) 16, 1873.
Gen. W. T. SHERMAN:
President say he does not think it best to modif.v the order.
·
WM. W. BEI.~KNAP,
Secreta'ry of War.

[Telegram.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, June 30, 1873.
The Secretar.v of War instructs me to inform you that by direction of
the President you will cause no cases whatever to be brought before the
military commission except those of the murderers of the three officers
assassinated by Captain .Tack and his immediate associates-the
three officers being General Canby, Doctor Thomas, and Lieutenant
Sherwood. And further to hold in military custody all the other captured Indians, as prisoners of war, to be disvosed of hereafter as circumstances may warrant.
Acknowledge receipt.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
Maj. Gen. J. M. SCHOFIELD,
San Francisco, Ca.Z.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,
San Francisco, Cal., J~tly 1, 1873.
To Adjutant-General United States Army, VVashington, D. C.:
Instructions as to cases before military commission received and forwarded to General Davis and Major Curtis.
J. C. KELTON,
Lieut. Col., A. A. G.
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FORT KLAMATH, OREGON, J'tt.ly 8, 1873
Lieut.-Col. J. C. KELTON, A. A_. G., J.lfilitary Division Pacific:
CoLONEL: The telegram from you stopping other trials by this commission than that of the assassins of General Canby and tlle peace
commissioners, was received by me t,his morning.
The trial of the Rlayers of lJieutenant Sherwood is not prohibited by
it, bnt that case it is impossible to try, for the reason that of the three
Iudiaus who are suspected of committing tlle murder, one, Curly Headed
Jack, has killed himself. Miller's Charley is not in custody, and the
third cannot be known nor identified.
General Davis, on leaving for Camp Warner and Portland, handed me
a list of the able-bodied 1\iodocs in arrest here, but did not designate
whom I was to try.
Fonr of these Modocs, namely, Steam boat Frank, Rooker Jim, Bogus
Charley, and Shacknasty Jim, are known as scouts. They were emplo~n·d, as you know, in pursuing others of the hostile band, and, according to every testimony, did most efficient and faithful service, and
did Yery mucll toward shortening the war. I decided not to arraign
them for their participation in the assassination of General Canby
therefor, though all were, more or less, concerned in it. I am not awa.re
that General Davis promised them immunity, but I am assured by Captain Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, aml others, that they proved themselves of the llighest efficieney and value, so much so as to earn protection from punishment; and I learn from Mr. Riddle, the interpreter,
that he himself translated to Hooker Jim an assurance from the lips of
Colonel Goern, lately commanding this post, in the following words, or
nearly:

You willuot be hurt-you shall not be hurt.

Additional to this, thelr treatment by General Davis while in his
bands has been such as seemed to me to be virtually a promise of pro·
tection from tll'e puuishment of their crimes, for they are left wholly
free, permitted to go unguar<led abont the post, and might leave the
plaee at any time if they saw fit. I was told by General D~wis that l
might try them if I pleased, bnt he recommended their employment as
witnesses in tlle character of State's evidence. Of the four I believe
Hooker Jim the worst by far. Him I bad intended to use, if possible,
in the t.rial of the _Lost River murderers of citizens in 187~.
Should it be the intention of the Gm-.-ernment to turn over to the
State authorities snch prisoners as were indicted for these murder~, I
believe it my duty to urge that these four men be reserved from that
fate, both because of tlleir scn·ices in ending the war, and of the quasi
promises which would seem to have been made them that they should
be protected. I am informed that the indictmeuts were fouua on the
information of 1\-lrs. V\-.-illiam Boddy, ::tnd that of those indicted several
are known to have had e.o part in the murders referred to, and tllat Mrs.
Boddy made more than one mistake in her designation of the guilty.
l have onlitted to state an ad<litional reason wllich influenced me in
<leeiding not to arraign the four so-caJled scouts. l believe that there
could be no better policy than that of teaching these savages that
treaellery to their race, under such circnmstances as tllose which have
obtained here, woultl meet with its sure reward. I may have beeu
wrong in permitting this consideration to haYe weight, but left to decide the <JIWStion of their trial by my own uwtided judgment, I could do
no ot.berwise than act in accon1ance with "~hat seemed the wisest course.
I tl1erefore respeetfully invite attention to the claims of these rour
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men, all of whom testified to-day at the trial of the slayers of General
Canby and Doctor Thomas.
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge Ad·vocate of Commission.

P. S.-I should, perhaps, more properly haYe addressed tins communication to or through General Davis, commanding tllis depart nent,
but he is now on his march through the country toward Portland, and
the necessity of haste seems to me to require a deviation from the usual
course.

[Telegram.]

w .A.R

DEP.A.RT~fENT,

AD.JUT.A.NT-GENER.A.L'S OFFIOE,
Washington, August 6, 1873.
The President approves course taken in reg::ud to four Indians referred to in Major Curtis's letter of 8t.h ultimo. They will be kept in
custody, and not permitted to escape. Orders for their final di~positiou
will be given hereafter.
By order of the Secretary of War :
E. D. TOvVNSRND,
Adfutant- General.
1\'Iaj or-General SCIIOFIELD,
Commanding Division of Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

w.A.R DEP.A.RT::.\1ENT,
Washington City, August 10, 1873.
Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with your suggestion, the proceedings
in the case of the Modocs sentenced for tl.le murder of General Canby
and others were submitted by me to-day to the Acting Secretary of the
Interior, General Cowan-Mr. Delano being out of town-to the Attorney-General, and the Judge-Advocate General.
The conclusion arrived at, after consultation, was that the proceedings
were regular, and that the sentence should be enforced. As some time
will elapse before the order can reach t!Je post at w hicb the prisoners
are confined, Friday, September 19, is sngg·esteu as the day for the execution of the sentence should you approve the finding.
General Dunn, the bearer of this, will present the proceedings to yon
for your action, and I have requested llim to read to you the report of
the Judge- . .t\dvocate
.
General. in full.
v ·m·y re~pectfully, )·ou'r obedient servant,
WM. vV. BELKNAP,
.
Secretary of TVar,
The PRESIDENT OF TIIE UNITED STATES.
~OTE.-Copy of proceedings of the military commission prepared in
the Bureau of Military Justice and submitted separately.
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[General Court-Martial Orders 32.]

wA.R

DEP A.RTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington,

Aug~tst

23, 1873.

I. Before a military commission which convened at ],ort Klamath,

Oregon, July 1, 1873, pursuant to Special Field Orders No.1, dated June
30, 1873, headquarters Department of the Columbia, in the field, Fort
Klamath, Oregon, and of which Lieut. Col. W. L. Elliott, First Cavalry,
is president, were arraigned and triedUaptain Jack, Sclwnchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, alias
One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Indian captives.
CHARGE I. "Murder, in violation of the laws of war."
Specification 1st.-'' In this: That t.hey, Indians called and commonly
known as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Uok, members of a certain band
of Iudians known as Modocs, which band, including the prisoners above
named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in open
and fl<lgrant war with the U uited States, under the chief command of said
Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet, under
a flag of trnce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby,·
U. S. A., commanding Department of the Uolumbia, and certain peace
commissioners on the part of the said United States, namely, Eleazur
Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyar, citizens of the United States,
all representing the Government of tile United States, for the agreed
and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms upon which
hostilities existing between the United States and tile said band should
cease; and did thereupon, in wanton violation of said flag of truce, and
treacuerously disregarding the obligations imposed by said truce under
the laws of war, willfully, feloniously, and of malace aforetlwugilt, kill
and murder said Brigadier-General Canby. All this at or near the
lam-beds, so-called, situated near Tale Lake, in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
Specification 2cl.-" In this: That they, Indians called and commonly
known as Captain Jack, Scbonchis, Boston Uilarley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band
of Indians known as the l\fodocs, which baud, including tile prisoners
aboYe named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in
open and flagrant war with tile United States, under the chief com maud
of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of the said Modoc band,
meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E.
R S. Canby, United States Army, commanding .Military Department of
the Colnmbia, and certain peace commissioners on the part of the United
States, namely, Eleazur Thomas, A. B. Meacham, aud L. S.D.) ar, citizens
of the United States, all representing the Government of the Uuited
States, for the agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging
terms upon which hostilities existing between the United States ami said
band slwuld cease; and did thereupon, in wanton violation of the sacred
eharacter of said flag of truce, and treacherously disregarding the obligatiom; imposed by such truce under the laws of war, willfully. feloniously,
aud of their malace aforethought, kill and mtuder said Elraznr 'rhomas,
oue of the peace commissioners aforesaid. All this at or near the lavabeds, so called, situated near TuleLake, in the State of Califoruia, on or
about the llt!l day of April, 1873."
CrrARGE II.-"Assault with intent to kill, in violation of the laws of

war."
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Specification 1.-" In this·: That they, the Indians called and commonly
known as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band
of Indians known as the Modocs, which band, including the prisoners
aboYe named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in
open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command
of sa.id Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet,
under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E. R. S.
Canby, United States Army, commanding the Department of the
Columbia, and certain peace commissioners on the }Jart of the United
States, namely, Eleazur r:rhomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens, all representing the Government of the United States, for the
agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms upon
which hostilities existing between the United States and said band
should cease; and did thereupon, in wanton violation of the sacred
character of said flag of truce, aud treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by such truce under the laws of war, feloniously make an
assault with deadly weapons upon the said A. B. :Meacham, commissioner
as aforesaid, with an intent bini, the said Meacham, then and there,
feloniously, willfully, and of malice aforethought, to kill and murder,
and did inflict upon the body of the said Meacham diver:; severe and
dangerous wounds. All this at or near the lava-beds, so called, situated
near Tule Lake, in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of
April, 1873."
Specijica.tion 2d-" In this: tllat they, Indians called and commonly
known as Ca.ptain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain
band of Indians known as the Modocs, which band, including the prisoners above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief
command of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc
hand: meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig.
Gen. E. R. S. Canby, United States Army, and certain peace commissioners on the part of the United States, namely, Eleazar Thomas, A.
B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizen~, all representing the Government
of the United States, for the agreed and professed purpose of dh;cnssing
and arranging terms upon which hostilities existing between the United
States and said band should cease; and did then and there, in wanton
violation of said flag of truce, and treacherously U.h:;regarding the obligations imposed by such truce under the laws of \Yar, feloniously make an
assault with deadly weapons upon the said Dyer, commis:::;iouer as aforecaid, with an intent him~ said Dyer, then and there, feloniously, willfully, aud of their malice aforethought, to kill aud murder. All this at
or near the lava-beds, so called, situated near Tule Lake, iu the State
of California, on or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
To which charges aud specifications the accnsed, Captain Jack,
Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncbo, alias Une-Byed Jim,
and Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Indian captives, pleaded "Not guilty."
FINDING.

The commission, having maturely considered the evidence adduced,
finds the .accused, Captain Jack, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley,
Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, 1\iodoc Indian
captives, as follows:

•
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CHARGE I.

Of the 1st Specification,
Of the 2d Specification,
Of the CHARGE,

"GuHty."
"Guiltv."
'' Guilt:y."

CHARGE

Of the l14t Specification,
Of tile 2(l Specification,
Of the UHAl~GE,

II.

"Guilty."
'' Guiltv."
"Guilty."
SE:KTENCE.

And the commiRsion does therefore sentence them, Cc-tpt:lin Jack,
Sehoncbis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Bctrnelw, alias Oue-Eyerl Jim,
and Slolnek, alias Cok, .Modoc Indian captives, "To be han,qed by the
neck until they be dectd, at swJh time and place as the proper authority shall
direct, two-thirds of the members of the conuni::;sion concurring therein.';

II. The proceedings, findings, and sentences of the Military Commission in the cases of Captain Jack, Scbonchis, Black ,Jim, Bo~ton Charley, Baruclw, alias One-Eyed Jim, and Slo1uck, alias Ook, .Mndoc Indian
captives, were approved by the commanding- officer of the Departmeut
of t~e Uo1nmbia and forwarded to the Sevretary of War tor the actiou
of the President of the United States.

The following are the orders of the President. and of the Secretary of
War:
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, A ugnst 22, 1873.
The foregoing sentences in the cases of Captain Jack, Schonclns, .l3lack Jim, Boston
Charley, Barueho, alias One-Eyed Jim, ancl Slolnck, alias Cok, .Modoc India,n prisoners, <tre hereoy approve1l; and it is ordere1l that. the sentences in the said cases be carried into execution by the proper military authority, nuder the orders of the Secretary
War, on the thinl day of Octouer, eighteen huutlred and seventy· three.
U.S. GRANT,
President.

\VAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, A.ngust 23, 187!~.
The forpp;oing recorrl of the proceedings in the trial, by military commission, of Captain Jack, Schonchis, Blaek Jim, Boston Charley, Ba,rncho, alias One-Eyed Jim, aud
Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Indian prisoners, having been tramnuitt.ed t ·) the President,
and laid before hirn for his orders thereon; and the President having in the foregoing
orders approved t.he seutences, and directed that t.hey be executed nuder t!Jc orrlers of
the Srcretnry of War, the sentences will he duly executed under the direction of the
general commanding t!Je Department of the Colnmbia, at Fort Klamath, Oregon, Friday, October 3, 187:3.

WM. W. BELKNAP,
Stc1·eta1·y of War.

By order of tht~ Secretary of vVar:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
H. Ex. 122--7
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[Special Orders No. 123.]
HEADQUAR'l'ERS DEPARTlVIENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., September 10, 1873.
The commanding officer, Fort Klamath, Oregon, is commanded to
cause the sentences of the military commission, in the cases of Captain
Jack, Scbonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, aliaH One-Byetl
Jim, and Sloluck, alias Uok, Modoc Iudian captive8, to be duly executed
in accordance with the President's or11er, as promulgated in general
court-martial orders No. 32, War Department, Adjutant-General's Office,
Wasllington, August 23, 1873, at Fort Klamatll, Oregon, on the 3d (lay
of October, 1873, between the hours of 10 o'clock, a. rn., anrl ~ o'clock,
p.m., of that d:a y.
The receipt of this order will be acknowledged by telegram, and its
execution by Jetter.
By command of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Jeff. C. Davis.
H. CLAY WOOD,
.A.~ sistant .Adjutant- General.
Official:
H. CLAY \VOOD,
.Assistant Adjut(mt- General.

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, September 12, 1873.
SIR: In transmitting tbe inclosed general court-martial orders No.
34, commuting tl.Je sentence of tbe two Modoc Iudiau prisoners, Barnclw
and Sloluck, the President directs me to instruct ,you not to promulgate
the order until shortly before the time of executi11g the deatll-senteuce
upon Captain Jack and the other three named in general conrt-martial
orders No. 32, of August 23, 1873, when the commutation of their sentence is to be made known to the two prisoners concerned.
Please acknowledge receipt.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
Maj. Gen. J. M. SCHOFIELD, U. S. A.,
Uommanding Military Division of the Pacific,
Scm 1/rancisco, Gal,

[General Court-Martial Orders No. 34.]

vVAR

DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENEHAL's OFFICE,
·washington, September 1~, lf373.

The fo11owing orders of the Presillent will be carried into eif'ect under the direction
of the major-general commanding the division of the Pacific:
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, September 10, 1873.
The Executive order dated Au~ust 22, 1873, approving the sentence of death of certain
Modoc Indi an prisoners, is herehy modified in the cases of Barncho, alias One-Eyed
Jim, and of Slolnck, alias Cok; and the sent.ence in the saicl cases is commnted to
imprisonment for life. Alcatraz Island, harbor of San Fraucisco, California, is designated as the place of confinemeut.
U.S. GRANT.
President.
By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
ddj11tant-Ueueral.
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\VAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, September 13, 1873.
SIR: The following order was received from the President, dateu
August 18, 1873:
"The President also directs the removal of all other M:odocs, inclndi ng "\\onwn,
childrcu, alHl sconts, to Fort D. A.. Russell, as prisoners of war, to be disposed of here-

after as may IJe ordered.

"0. E. BABCOCK,
'' Sec1·etary.''

You will, therefore, giYe the necessary orders for the removal, which
will take place as soon as possil>le after the execution of the prisoners
under sentence.
WM. vV. BELKNAP,
Secretary of W'"ar.
General TOWNSEND,
Adjutcmt- General.

[Confidential.]

\V A.R DEP.ARTMEN'l', ADJUTA.N1'-Gli}NERA.L'S OFFICE,
TFash'irtgton, September 13, 1873.
SIR: The President directs that, as soon as possible after tlle exprntion of Captain Jack anu the other Indians under sentence of death,
~·on can~e all other Modoc Indicms, including women, children, an<l
scouts, to be removed to Fort D. A. Rnssell, \Vyondug Territory, w·here
orders will be sPnt for their futltre disposition. It is desirable tbat tlH:·~ e
orders shonl<l not be made public any sooner than is necessary.
I am, 8ir, very respectfull,y, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOvVNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
MHj. Gen. J. W. SCHOFIELD, U. S. A.~
Commanding Division of the Pacific,
lSan Francisco, Cal.

[Confidential.]

w.AR

DEP A.RTMENT, ADJU1'A.NT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Tr ashington; September 15, 187:3.
SIR: I am directed by the Secretary of War to inform you that, mHl~r
tlle or(lers of the President of the United States, instructions haYe been
sent :Major-General Scllofield, commanding Division of the Pacific, to
remoYe all the Modoc Indians not under sentence of death, inclnding
women, children, and scouts, to Fort D. A. Hassell, Wyoming TerritoQT,
as soon as possible after the execution of those umler sentence. It is
desired that these orders should not be made public any sooner thaa
is necessarv.
These Indians are to be held as prisoners of war· until further orders.
I am, sir, yer~' respectfully, your obedient serYant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.
Lieut. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN, U. S. A.,
Commanding D ,ivision .Jlissouri, Chicago, Ill.
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HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFW,
tian Francisco, CaL, September 25, 1813.-(A. aml P.line.)
To ADJUTAN'l'-G ENERAL,

Washington, D. C. :
SIR: Executi\e orders and instructions in regard to 1\Iodoc I
received. They, with necessary instrnctions from these hea<lquartel1!1:~
were sent by staff-officer to Fort Klamath on 23d instant.
J.l\L SCHOFIELD,

Major- General.
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF TITE MISSOURI,
Chicago, Ill., October 2, 1873,
GENERAL: Since the order directing MHjor-Geueral Schofield to send
the Modoc Indians to Fort D. A. Russell 'vas communicated to me, I
have concluded, on mature reflection, to recommend that the.v be sent
to Fort McPherson instea<l of Fort D. A. Russell. 'rhey can be cared
for there as well, if not better, tl1an at Hnssell, and greater liberty can
be given them without much risk of their eseaping.
Fort D. A. Russell is at the oase of the mountains, near a town, an~
there is no game in the vicinity, and out few privileges can oe given to
e\en the most innocent of these savages, while Fort McPherson is is8!
lated, in the region of game, a11d in an open conntry, and, in my judg.
ment, a more convenient place for us to keep them, and a much better
place for the Indians.
.
vVill you pleaRe submit these views to the proper authority and ask if
jt is agreeable to make the change 1
I am, general, very respectfully, ~·otu obedient servaut,
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieu ten ant- General.
Gen. W. T. SHERMAN,

Commanding United Btates Army,
Washington, D. 0.
[Indorsement. J

HEADQUARTERS OF 'l'HE ARMY,
WashingtCYn, October 6, 1873.
Respectfully forwarded to the Secretary of \Var.
Brady's Island, in the Platte, near 1i'ort McPherson, will be a place
suitable for these Indians, out the quieker they are distributed to other
tribes still further east, the better, as winter is near at hau(l.
vV. T. SHERMAN,

Genm·al.
THE "',.ESTERN UNJON TELEGRAPH COMPANY,
Dated Portland, Oreg., October 5, 1873.
To ADJUTANT-GENERAL, U.S. A.,

Washington, D. 0. :
The fol1owing telegram is respectfully transmitted for the information
of tlw War Department.
JEFF. C. DAVIS,

Brevet Major-General, Commanding.
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To JEFF. C. DAvrs, U.S. A.,

J ACKSONVILLE 1 OREG., October 4, 1873.

Commanding Depm·trnent of Columbia, Portland, Oreg.:
The hour of the execution of Captain Jack and his co-murderers at Fort Klamath, on

yesterday, the sheriff of Jackson County was present with bench-warrants and exemplified copies of the indictments of the Lost River murderers, and demanded their surrender to the civil authorities of this State for trial and punishment. A writ of habeas
corpus bas also been issued by Justice Prime, of the circuit court of Jackson County,
commanding that the indicted murderers be brought before him and cause be shown
why they are withheld from trial. I re~;pectfully ask that you communicate the proceedings to Washington, and tha.t final action in the premises be taken by order from
there.
L. F. GROVER,
Governor! Oregon.

WAR DEPART:l\-IEN'l', ADJU'l'.ANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, Uctober 6, 1873.
Official copy :

E.

D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant- General.
[Indorsement.]

TuESDAY, October 7, 1873.
Shown by the Secretary to the President in Cabinet, to-day. It is
understood the orders to senrl all the Modocs to Fort D. A. Russe11, as
prisoners of war, given the 13th September, 1873, will be executed by
General Schofield, and no further instructions are necessary.
To be filed.

E.

D. TOWNSEND,

.Adjutant- General.

[Telegram.]

WAR DEP.ARTMEN'l', ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

TVashington, October 10, 1873.
Lieut. G-en. P. H. SHERIDAN,
Commanding Division Missouri, Chicago, Ill. :
Your letter of the 2d, in relation to disposition of the Modocs, bas been
submitted to the President. They would only remain at Russell two or
three weeks, but if you think best you can send them to McPherson.

E.

D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant-General.

[Telegram.]

CHICAGO, ILL., October 27, 1873.
Col. vvM. D. WHIPPLE:
Cau the General of the Army ascertain how loug we will be required
to keep the Modoc Indians at Fort McPllerson ~ If we are to have th~m
long, some expense will have to be incurred to make them comfortable.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieu tenant- General.
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WAR DEPARTMENT.
Washington City, October 30, l873.
SrR: I have the honor to send here·with copy of a dispatch reeein'd
from Lieutenant-General Sheridan, i.nqniring· how long we
be required to keep the Modoc Indians at Fort McPherson.
As t.his Department i~ unable, owi11g to a searcity of snpplies, long to
snst<lill them, I would beg that arrangements be made a~ soon as practic;-1ble by the Indian Bureau to relieve this Department of their eare. I
would like to telegraph to General Sheridan to-day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Sem·etary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

'''ill

[Telegram.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, October 31, 1873.
Lieut. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN.
Cornrnanding Division Missouri, Chicago, Ill. :
The Interior Department will take charge of the l\fodocs within a
week or ten days, aud remove them.
By order of the Secretary of \Var:
E. D. TOWNSEND.
Adjutant- General.
.PRESIDIO, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
Nuvernber 5, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with instructions
received from the headquarters of the District of the Lakes, and telegraphic orders from the headquarters of the Department of the Platte,
received while en route, I turned over, October 29, 1873, to the commandiugofficerat Fort McPherson, Nebraska, all the Modoc prisoners intrusted
to me, except the two .sent to Alcatraz Island. The total number of
l\fodocs turned over to me at Fort Klamath, Oregon, was one hundred
and fift.v-:fi ve. Inclosed I transmit receipt of Col. J. J. Re,Ynolds, Tllird
Cavalry, for one hundred and fifty-three.
I am, sir, very respectfully, :your obedient servant,
H. C. HASBROUCK,
Captain Fourth Artillery.
Major SAMUEL BRECK,
Assistant Adjuttmt- General, D epartment Calij~rnia.

fin closure.]
FoRT McPHERSON, NEBR.,

Octobe1· 2!ol, 187::J.
Received of Capt. H. C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, one hundred and iifty-three
Mocloc Indians, viz:
Thirty-nine men, fifty-four women, and sixty children.
J. J. REYNOLDS,
Colonel Third Cavalry, Commanding Post.
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'V

AR DEPART1UE~1',

Wa.shington City, December 2, 187.1 .
.Sn?-: I lHn-e the honor to inclose, for your information, copy of letter
of Uapt. II. 0. Hasbrouck, b"'~ourth Artillerr, dated. the 5th ultimo
rt'porting· the <1 eliver.r of tlte Modoc prisoners to the conunanding office;
at Fort l\fePherson, N ebnn;;ka, on t.he 29th of Octouer 1873 · also copy of
reeeipt of Colonel He;ynolds for one l.J mHlred and' fiJty-three .l\lodoc
Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient serv:mt,
\1\TM_. W. BELKNAP.

Secretary of

lft~r.

The Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPART:;JfENT OF 'l'HE IN'rERIOR,

1Vashington, D. G., October 31, 1873.
I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter of
this datn, from the Ot)lllltlissiouer of Indian Aff<Lirs, recomme.n<liug the
dt:>tail of Lieut. l\Ielville C. vVilkiuson to proceed to Fort McPherson,
and to take charge of the }.Iotloc prisoner~ at that place, aud atteud to
their tramqlOrtation to the Qnapaw agency in the Indian Territory,
and rPspectfully reqne8t that sai<l recommendation be earried into effect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF \V AR.
SIR:

OFFICE oF INDIAN AFJ~Ams,
n 'ashiugion, D. C., October :.n, 1873.
Sm: I have the honor to r<'cornmend that. application be made to the \Var D epartment for the detail of Lieut. l\Ichille C. Wilkinsou to proce<'d to Fort McPher~oo and
take charge of the M:ocloc prisoner,' at that place, and attend to their transportation to
tlw Quapaw agmJCy in the Indian Territor~' ·
Very re:spectfuliy, your obedient servant,
DEPARTMENT OF THE L'TEHIOR,

EDWD. P. SMITH,
Commissionel'.

WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington Oity, Novembe'r 1, 1873.
SIR: In reply to your letter of tlle 31st ultimo, inclosing copy of a
letter of ~ame date, from the Commissionet· of Indian Affairs, recommending the detail of Lieut. Melville C. ' iV ilkinson to proceetl to Fort
l\IcPherso11, and to take charge of the Modoc prisoners at that place,
and attend to their transportation to the (lnapaw agency in the Iudicm
Territory, I have the honor to inform _you that I have approved the recommendation of the Commissioner of I1Hlian Affairs, aud the necessary
orders will be at once issued by the Acljntant-Ueneral.
Very respectfully, 3·our obetlieut servant,
WM. \V. BELKNAP,
Secretary of JV"ar.
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W .AR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTAN'l'-GENERAL'S 0FFWE,
nrashington, November 3, 1873.
STR: In accordance with the recommendation of the honorable the
Seeretary of the Interior, the Secretary of vVar directs that you proceed
to Fort McPherson, Nebr., and take charge of the Modoc prisoners at
that place, and atteud to their tranl'\porta.tion to the Quapaw ageucy in
tbe Indian Territory.
On the completion of this duty you will return to your station in this
city.
Mileage on this order will not be paid by the War Department, it
being understood that the Interior Department will pay the expenses
of ,your journey.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'E, D. TO"\VNSEND.
A.djutctnt- General.
First Lieut. l\'I. C. WILKINSON,
Third Infant-ry, A. D. C. to Brigadier-General Howard.
(Through Brig. Gen. 0. 0. Boward, U.S. A., Washington.)
V\7 AR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, November 5, 1873.

SrR: Referring to your Jetter of October 31, and my reply of the 1st
instant npon the subject, I haYe the honor to iuclose, for your information, copy of the Jettt>r of the Adjutant-General, dated November 3,
directing Lieut. M. C. Wilkinson to· proceed to Fort McPherson, Nebr.,
and take <·harg<' of the Modoc prisoners at that place, &c., mileage to be
paid him by the Interior Departmf'nt.
Very respectfully, yoqr obedient servant,
v"V. W. BELKNAP,
SecTetary of War.
The Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

PART IV.
Pinal report of the comma.nding geneud, Depa1·tnzent of the Columbia.! covering all n1ilitary operations, a·nd copies of orders on the su.bject, issued
by the d·i vision a.n d department commanders .

. HEADQUARTERS 1\fiLITARY DIVISION OF 'riiE PACIFIC,
San Francisco, Cal., November 7~ 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith, to the Gt>neral of the
Army, the annual report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. Jeff. 0. Davis, Colonel
Twenty-Tllird Infantry, commanding the DPpartme11t of the Colnrnbia,
which had not been received here at the date of my report. General
Davis gives a full summary of operations ag-ainst the Modoc Indians,
ending with their capture and the trial and punishment of those engnged in the peaee commission massacre. r:J~he effect of this administration of justice, though tardy, has been most salutary upon other
tribes throughout the department.
I take great pleasure iu expressing m.v high appreciation of the manner in which General Davis couducted the final operations in the .Modoc
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campaign, where the inspiriting influence of his presence, example, and
judicious orders, speedily changed disaster and defeat into complete
success.

*

*

*

*

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. SOHOFIEijD,
2Uajor General.

*

The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL.
Headquarters U. S. A.,· Washington, D. 0.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTffiENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., November 1, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of military operations in this ctepartment during the past year. The last annual report
of the department .was submitted by my predecessor, the late General
Canby, dated October 1, 1872.
From the date of this report no important movements of the troops
took place until the latter part of November, the breaking out of the
Modoc insurrection, or war, as it is generaily designated. It is not
believeu to be within the scope of a report of this kind to enter in detail
into the causes which led to this outbreak, but to confine it as near as
possible to a description of what the: troops have done, and the manner
in which they have performed their duties.
It may not be improper, l.Jowever, to state here, that the 1\tloctoe tribe
of Indians has been known since 1846 as a band of treacherous aiHl
murderous savages. The o1d emigrant road to Oregon, which passes
through the country occupied by them, where it renehes the shore of
TuleLake, is lined with the graves of hundreds of immigrants. Murder Point is a well known spot to all old immigrants to this country.
The Military Department of the Government. does not, so far as the
records here show, seem to have hau mnch to do with these Indians until
about 1863, at which time a military post was built at Fort Klamath,
under the au\'ice of General Alvord, then in command of the district of
Oregon, now Paymaster-General of the Army. He reported the establishment of this post as neceRsary to " protect the emigrant-roads an(l
tlJe frontier. settlements," and further added tllat ''many immigrants
having at different dates been murdered upon that road." 1\Ic:~jor U. S.
Drew, First Oanllr.v, Oregon VoluntPers, report,ing on the necessity of
building a post in Klamath Basin, February 12 and 20, 1863, Rays,
'~Since 1846 one hundred and fifty-one persons have bee1.1 murdered,
and an estimate of about three hunctreu other persons more or less
seriously wounded by Indians in that Yicinity." From that time np to
the present. the records of this office are replete with correspondence
in reference to these Indians; much of it going to show the insolent
and insubordinate ellaracter of the tribe. The naturally strong position
held by these Indians in the lava-beds and vieinity has doubtless, from
time immemorial. enabled them to exercise a powerfnl influence and
control over other neighboring tribes. It also enabled them for many
yem·s to exact heavy tribute from the unwary immigrant to Southern
Oregon and Northern California.
In 186± a treaty was made with these Indians and other tribes, which
required them to give up this portion of the eountry mHl to settle upon
Klamatll resernttion. rrllis particular baud of the Modocs, known as
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Captain Jack's party, ~eem:;; to have gone on the reservation with reluctance, and remained only for a short period. After leaving it, they
g·a\'e as a reason for so doing bad treatment of the agents in clJarge.
vVhether or not their complaints were true, is a question to be deei1lt>d
by the Indian Department. They certainly did not justify the war they
suuseq ucntl.v instigated and waged.
While off the reservation and roaming about the country at large
they ga,ve considerable alarm to the citizens; not witho11t c:tnse, as
events have since shown. I am satisfied Jack and his principal warriors contemplated going to war long before it broke out.
After the Indi<Hl superiutendent in charge had apparently exhausted
every effort to iuduce this refractory band to return, without success,
MHjor John Greeu, First Cava~ry, commanding at Fort Klamath, was
called upon by the superintendent of In<lian aff<:t irs for Oregou for military aid in forcing them back upon the reservation. (See accompany.
ing copy of a letter from Superinten<lent Odeneal, dated Link Hiver,
November 27, 1872, m:-~rked A.)
In compliance with the o·fncial req nest contained in this letter, Capt::tin
James Jackson, a cool and discreet officer, with his troop B, First Oav-.
alry, numbering about thirty-six effective men, was ordered to perform
this duty. The conduct of the Indians toward the citizens of the conn try
for many months previous, the failure of the superintendent to effect a
peaceful return to their reservation, their numbers relatively considered, and their prepareduess for hostilities, all prognosticated war,
and made the duties of the military authoriLies exceedingly delicate.
Complying with his instructions, Uaptain Jackson sought and found
the Indians' camp on Lost H,iver, a few miles above its junction with
':rule Lake, near Crowley's ranch. He came upon them at daylight in
the morning, and demanded their surrender; he also asked a talk with
Uaptain Jack. They would neither lay dqwn their arms nor surrender,
but at once assumerl a hostile attitude, and opened. fire upon the troops.
'l'he fire was returned, and the M0doc war ·was inaugurated. See Captain
J ackson~s report December 2, 1872, of this engagement, marked B.
The hostile Indians numbered about eighty warriors, double Jackson's
force. This was a miscalculation, made no doubt under the belief that
the Indians would, when brought to the test, lny down their arms and go
back to the reservation; at any rate, no provision had been made against
the failure whieb followed.
The lndians retreated to their stronghold in the lava-beds, (the troops
were unable to pursue them.) Separating in different parties, they
murdered the citizens on Lost Ri,Ter and Tule I1ake as they went.
'!'bose citizens bad for months previous believed tbat the Indians meant
hostilitieR, yet when the blow came they were totally unprepared for it.
All were at work at their daily vocations. They fell innocent victims
to savage brutality. Some ten or a dozen were murdered on tlle road.
f' Tile Indians now took refuge in the lava-bed8, and prepa1 ed for their
bloody work. This remarkable formation of rocky upheavals made for
them a serieR of natural fortifications almost impreguable. Tlley are
very difficult to describe.
Lieut. Col. Frank Wheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding tbe
District of the Lakes, at once ordered all the available troops under his
command into the field, and took command of them in person. The
concentration of the necesRary troops and supplies required, in the then
condition of the roads, some weeks of time. By the 17th of J annary,
however, Colonel 'Vheatou had collected a force consisting of regulars,
volunteers, and a few Klamath Indians as scouts, in all auout four hun.
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dred, which be dremed sufficient to justi(y an attack. Tbe fight. lasted
nearly all flay. Tile loss of the troops in killed and \rounded, as well as
the report of Colouel \Vheaton, heretofore forwanle<l, show that they
fought well. The effort, howeYer, faih,d, aud. Colonel \Yheaton wiLhdrew his commaud to a ~uita IJle ea m p 011 Lost HiYer.
The .l\lodoc insurrection had 11ow assumed a Yery formidable aspect.
Colon<:~ Wlleatou at once called for tllree hundred more foot-tro<lps.
The additional troops called for were immediately ordered b_y Gen. E.
R S. Canby, commanding the department at the time, awl temporarily
in command of the l\filitary DiYision of the Pacific. Before, ho\reYer,
the troops called for could be gotten into the field, orders from the vVar
Department were received, indicating a desire on the part of tbe Go\rerument to arrest further prosecution of tlle war, and to again resort to
a more peaceful method of settling the difficulty. (See telegrams of
General ot the Army, dated Wasllington, D. C., January 30 aud. 31,
1873.)

Considerable humiliation was felt by the troops at this time.
Peace commissioners were appointed, and soon reach•~d the vicinity
of the hostiles in tile lava-beds. General Canby was requested to meet
the commissioners, and advise with them in their nt>gotiatious . . He left
his headquarters at Portland on the 8th of l?ebruary, and in a few days
afterwal'd reached the scene of orwrations.
The commissioners at once set to work and opened communications
with Jack, the chief. Those pre~ent, who were most familiar 'Yith this
unwhipped savnge and his uand, had little confidence in good resulting
from these talks. Over tn·o mouths were speut by the cowmissioners
in their fruitless attempts to bring about peace-measures.
The troops, in the mean time, were mad.e as comfortable as the season
of the year and circumstances would permit. Yet tbe man,y tedious
winter weeks spent by the negotiators-experimentalists is, perhaps, a
better expression-were very trying. Various attempts were made to
treat with these Indians, but to get them in a humor to talk at all was
often a difficult matter.
It was manifest from the beginning that they were bent on treachery
and W<tr. Alter they bad successfully fought the troops and m nnlered
citizens at pleasure, tlley believed they could do as they pleased. The
presence of the peace commissioners only confirmed them in this belief,
aud made them more arrogant, if possible.
About tlle 1st of April the chief and some of his leading spirits determined upou a conspiracy to murder the commissioners, General Can by,
and other commanders of the troops. To this end a meeting was asked
for by Captain Jack. It was agreed to. The plaee selectetl was between tlle two camps. The 11th of April was the day appointed. All
parti<-'S were ~o meet unarmed.
vVhen the commissioners reached the ground, it was observed that
tlle ludiaus were armed, while ocher mem lJers of the tribe were seen
lurking among the rocks near by. These actions foreboded evil; yet
tl1e uegotiations proceeded until Jack, the leader, arose from his seat
and attacked Geueral Canby with his pistol. This was the signal for
the general massacre. Gen. E. H. S. Oanby and the Hev. Doctor
Eleazur Tlwmas fell on the field. .Mr. A. B. Me~wham escaped witb his
life, but badly wouuded, aud J\1r. L. S. Dyar saved. llis life iu tlight.
Tile interpreters also escaped in flight.
Tllis diabolical act clepriYed the country of tw·o valuable liYes, the
Army of a veterau officer autl highly re8pected com n1atHler.
At the same time this teniiJle tragedy was being enacted, a similar
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attempt, under cover of flag of truce, was made in front of Major Mason's camp, some three miles distant, to decoy him aud some of his officers into the same trap. Lieut. W. H. Boyle and vV. L. Sherwood,
Twenty-first Infantry, met the flag in front of the picket-line. They
were fired upon, and the latter was killed.
The price of peace with this band of murderers had, before this meeting, beeu very costly, in both lives and mone.v, aud, as before stated,
humiliating to the troops engaged in the expedition. The oft-repeated
proffers of peace and Government bounties were not only spurned by
this act, but the black flag of war was exultingly raised. No quarter
was the issue raised with it, and which had now to be met. Orders authorizing the swift and summary punishment of the outlaws were at
once i:ssued by the vVar Department. It was believed no measure of
punishment could be too great, or too quickly meted out, under the circumstances.
In accordance with his instructions to renew hostilities, Col. A. C.
Gillem, First Cavalry, ordered an attack on the enemy's stronghold on
the 15t.h of April, a few days after the massacre. The fight lasted three
days. The enemy abandoned his position, evidently much exhausted
by the prolonged attack, but his retreat was not followed up with sufficient spirit to keep him so. He took refuge and rest in another similar
stronghold a few miles off. The lava-beds contain many such.
Colonel Gillem's report of this engagement, though called for, ha.s
not yet been received·; it will be forwarded. To it I must re8pectfully
refer for details.
A part of the troops took possession of and occupied the abandoned
camp and works; tlle rest returned to their respective camps.
The next aggressive movement was made on the 26th of April. It
was a reconnaissance under the command of Capt. Evan Thomas, .Fourth
Artillery. The party sent out on this expedition consisted of five commissioned officers. an acting assistant-surgeon, and about sixty-five
enlisted men, and a few (fourteen) Warm Spring Indians. It proved to
be one of the most disastrous affairs our Army has up to this time had
to record. So far as I am informed, no report ·of it has yet been made,
other than a short and hurried one sent by me to the general commanding the military divisio..1 a few days subsequent. It is appended,
marked C.
The object of this reconnaissance was important. It was organized
by Maj. John Green, under the authority of Col. Alvan U. Gillem.
It was, I think, quite sufficient in numbers, and was well appointed for
the st>rvice to make a reconnaissance ou1y. Capt. Evan Thomas, Fourth
Artillery, First Lieut. T. F. Weight, Twelfth Infantry, Lieuts. Albion
Howe and Arthur Cranston, Fourth Artillery, were killed on the field.
Lieut. George M. Banis, Fourth Artillery, was mortally wounded and
died a few days after. Act. A:sst. Surg. B. Semig was severely wounded
but is f5till living, with the loss of a.leg below the knee.
As well as I can get at the facts, every officer in this eng·agement
stood to his post of duty, and fell killed or wounded, and about one
third of tlle men-noble fellows~stood by them. About two-thirds of
the enlisted men became panic-stricken aud ran away. Considering· the
advantageous position held by the IndiaNs, and their superior numbers
relatively to tllose who determined to die, rather than run, the fight was
very unequal.
This command was ordered on a reconnaissance, and there may have
been some slight mistakes made iu the conduct of it; but they who
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stood to the :fight filled true soldiers' graves. The cowards who ran
away disgrlleeJ thewselves a.ml the service.
The onler assigniug me to the command of the Department of the
Columbia was dated .April 14, 1873; it was received at Indianapolis,
Ind. I at once left for the lava-beds, au<l reached tLe calllp of tlle
troops on the 2d of May. I foun<l them laboring under great depression of spirits; their eheerless winter camps, heavy losses, and repeated
failures, Lad doubtless diminished their zeal and confidence to a consirleral>le extent before the disaster to Captain rrhomas's command. Its
effects were very visible upon the morale of the com manu; so much so
that I <leemed it imprudent to order the aggressive moverneuts it was
my desire aud intention to make at ouce, upon my arrival, in order to
watch the movements of the Indians. During the few da_ys reqnired
to examiue into the condition of affairs, and to effect a re-organization
of the command, made necessary under the circumstances: as well as
by the arrival f1om San Francisco of Capt. John Mendenhall's command, I sent a couple of friendl.Y Indian squaws of the Modoc tribe
iuto the lava-beds. After two days tlley returned almost exhausted
from fatigue, having searched the country quite thoroughly. 'fhey reported the Indians gone but recently. A few Warm Spring In<lians
sent out the next <lay confirmed their report.
Hasbrouck's and Jackson's companies, with the Warm Spring Indians, all under command of the former, were immediately sent out in
pursuit, and signs of Indians were foun<l near Sorass Lake, where the
troops camped for the night. On the morning of the lOth the Indians
attacked the troops at daylight; they were not fully prepared for it,
but at once sprang to their arms, an<l returned the fire in gallant style.
The Indians soon broke an<l retreated in the direction of the lava-beds.
~,bey contested the ground with the troops hotly for some tllree miles.
The oiJject of this hasty movement of the troops was to overhaul the
Indians, if out of the lava-beds as reported, and prevent them from
murdering settlers in their probable retreat to another locality. This
object was obtained, and more. The troops have had, all things considered, a very square tight, and whipped tlle lVIodocs for the first time.
But the whole band was again in the rock~y stronghold .
.As soon as tlle result was made known to me by signals, I immediately ordered the troops to be dismounted, and follow the enemy ou
foot, the horses to be sent to a safe place for grazing, aud never lose
sight of him. Water and provisions were ordered up also.
Major Mason, with his own and Mendenhall's foot-artillery, was
ordered to leave behind suitable - camp-guards: and to move <lirectly
through the lava-beds, so as to take a position as near as possible to the
enemy, and opposite the one assumed by Hasl>rouck's commaud. This
scramble (it cannot be properly called a march) of fourteen miles was
exceedingly creditable to the troops and commander, Major l\Iasou.
The IIHliaus were now closely tllreatened with attacks ii'om two sides,
sandwiched but not surrounded.
All the troops by this time were much recuperated and inspirited, and
I resolved to carry out my plan, formed when I first arrh' ed. Tllis was
to move them (the troops) all into tlle lava-beds an<l form a series of
bivouacs from which they could fight when opportunity ofl'ered, or could
rest and take things easy, like the lmlians.
The pack-trams eugaged in supplying the troops already there were
.ordered to be increased with this Yie\v, but the Indians had already become exhausted in watching the forces threatening them so persistently
S1nce their fight at Sorass Lake that a retreat or capture was inevitable.
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The chief could no longer keep his warriors up to the worl\: required of
them, l,ying on their arms night an1l day aud watching· for an attack.
These exaetions were so great, and the condnet of the leader so tyranuical,
that insubordination spra11g up, whiellled to dissensions, aud final separation of the band i11to two parties; they left tlle lava-beds hitter enemies.
The troops soon discovered their dep<:H'ture aud were sent in pursuit.
Their trails were found leadi ug in a westerly direction. Hasbrouck's
com maud of eavalry, after a hard. mat·ch of some fifty miles, came upon
the Cottonwood ba11d a11d had a sharp running fight of seven or eight
miles. The lnd ians scattered in order to avoid death or capture. 'fhe
cavalry horses \Yere completely t>xhansted in the clwRe, and night coming
on he \Yitl1drew his troops a few miles (lisLauce to Fairchihl's ranch for
food and forag·e.
Indians captured iu this engagement expressed the belief that this
baud would like to give themselves np if opportunity 'Yere offered.
When gi,Ten tllis, through the m·edinm of frieudly Indians, they made
an effort to obta.in terms, but I at once refused to entertain anything of
tlw kind; they could only be allowed safe-conduct through the camp to
my headquarters when they arrived at the picket-line. They came in
on the 22d of May a»d laid down their arms, accompanied by their old
men, women, and children; in all, about one hundeed a.ud fifty.
It bad been rumored for a da,y or two that Jack's party had taken a
different direction from this band. These captives coufirmed tlJis report, but from them I could Jearn only enongh to satis(v me that he and
his band had fled in one of two directions: south, in the Pitt River
country, or east, toward Goose Lake, either course endangering the
lives of citizens aud destruction of property.
The mounted troops were all drawn, b.r recent operations, weRt of the
lava-beds, and this band of the marauders were yet at large, probably
about one hundred miles from ns, perhaps on the rampage, enjo;yiug an
Indian's luxuries in tiJe settlements outside of reservations.
In order to meet this ernergene.v, tile ca,-a,Jry force, including Indian
scouts, was divided into three detachments under Oapts. D. Perry,
H. C. Hasln·ouck, and James Jackson; .Maj. John Green commanding
the whole. All were ordered to remlezvous 1 as soon as possible, at
Bo,yle's camp, east of Tule Lake. Tbis movement would require at
least three days. To learn the exact. whereabouts of the Indians was
now very important, and I determined to accept of the offered services
of a Modoc captive; one who, up to the time of their separation, was
kno'\rn to be in the confirlence of his chief, and coulrllcad us to the hiding-place of the hand. He was an unmitigated cut-throat, and for this
reason I was loath to niake any use of him that would compromise his
well-earned elaims to the halter. He desired eight others to accompany
and support him, unrler the belief his ehief would kill him on sight;
but tllree others ou1y were accepted, and these of the least guilty ones.
Tiley were promised no rewards for this service whatever. Believing
the end justified the means, I set t.hem out, thoroughly armed for the
serdce.
After nearly three days' hunting they eame upon Jack's camp on Willow Creek, east of \Vright Lake, fifteen miles from Applegate's ranch,
to which I had g·oue, after separatiou from them at Tnle Lake, to await
their return and the arrival of tl1e eavalry.
The seont.s reported a stormy interview with their angry chief. He
rlenounced them iu severe terms for leaving him; he iuteuded to die
with his gnn iu his hand; they were squaws, not men. He intended to
jump Applegate's ranch that uigut, (the 28th,) &c.

MODOC \VAR.

111

On the return of thrse scouts, I immediately sent Capt. E. V. Sumner, aid-de-camp, uack to the rendez,·ons at 1'nle Lake, with orders to
pnsh forward Uapts. H. 0. Hasbrouck's aud James Jackson's commands to .A.ppleg-ate's ranch, 'iYith rations for three days in haYersaeks,
aud pack-mules \Tith ten days' supply. All al'rin'd a1Hl reported uy 9
o'eloek a.m. the 29th, under command of Maj. John GI'eeu, tlwir veteran cavalry -leader since the commencement of the Modoc war, in excellent spirits. The impenetrable rocky pe<lregal was behind them;
the <lesperado and his baud were ahea<.l of them iu com parath-.. ely au
open eonntry.
After aJlo1ving the animals an hour's rest the pursuit was renewed,
an<l about one o'clock p. m. Jack and utmd were jumpe(l on \Villow Creek near its crossing with tl.te old emigrant road. This stream
forms the bead-waters of Lost Hi ,-er. It ·was a, complete surprise. 'rile
Indians fled in the direction of Langell Valley. Tile pnrsnit from this
time on, until the final captures. J nne 3d, partook more of a chase after
·wild beasts than war; each detachment vying with each other as to
whieh should be first in at the finish.
Lieut. Col. Frank \Vbeaton, 'rwenty-first Infantry, reported to me,
in complianee with his orders, from Camp \Vatner, on the 2~d, at
Fairchild's ranch. He was placed in commaml of the Distriet of the
Lakes, aud the troop~ composing tlle l\1o1loe expe<lition.
After makiug necessary disposition of the foot troops and captives at
Fair<·hild's ranch, be came forward to Olear Lake and joiued me at
Applegate's "·ith Perry's <letachment of ean1lr,v; these troops wt>re at
once sent to join in the htmt. l\lost of the balld had by this time been
rnn <lown and captured, but the chief and a few of his most note<l warri01'S were still ruuning in e\'ery direction.
It fell to the lot of tllese troopers to catch J aek. \Vhen surrounded
and captured he said his ''legs had given out." Two or three other warriors gave themselves up with llim.
Though called for, no reports have been received of these operations
from the different detaehment-commanuers~ hence details cannot Lle
given.
As soon as the captives were brought in, directions were given to concentrate the troops, aud all captives, &c., at Boyle's ~amp on Tnle
Lake. There the Oregon volunteers, who llad been called into the
f.eld by the governor, turued over a few captives they had taken over
on their side of the line. It is proper to meutiou in this connection
that these volunteers were not nuder rny commatHl. They confined their
operations to protecting the citizens of their own State. Yet on several
occasions the.Y offered their services iuformally to report to me for duty
in case I needed them. No emergency arose requiring me to call uvou
them.
By the 5th of June, the \ViJOle band, with a few unimportant exceptions, had been captured, and was assembled in onr camp on Tnle Lake,
wheu 1 received orders from the General of the Army to hold them nuder guard until further instructio1w as to what di~position would ue
made of them. It was my intention to execute some eight or ten of the
ringleaflers of the band on the spot; these orders, howe,~er, relieved me
of this stern duty-a duty imposc<l upon me, as I belieYed, uy the spirit
of the orders issuerl for the gnidanee of the eomrnander of the l\lodoc
expedition, immediately after the munler of the peace counnissiouers;
a~ well as by tlle requirements of tlw case, jndging from my stand-point
of view, a commander in the fielc1. I \Ya:s g-lad to be relie,·e<l frorn this
gnwe respousihility. I only r<.•grette<l not ueiug uetter informed of the
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intentions of the authorities at Washington, in regard to these prison.
ers after capture. In accordance with instructions, as soon as tue At.
torney-General's decision was received, I ordered a military commission
for their trial, and with that view moved them to Fort Klamath, as a
more suitable place to guard and try them. Six were tried ~nd conYicted of murder; four have been executed; two have had their sentences commuted to imprisonment for life by the President.
A few <lays after these executions took place at Fort Klamath, on the
3d ultimo, the remainder of the lland was started to their new homes ·
in 'Vyorning Territory; they are probably there by this time.
'l~he number of officers killed in this expedition is eight; wounded,
three; total, eleYen. Enlisted men killed, thirty-nine; wounded, sixtyone; total, one hundred. Citizens killed, sixteen; wounded, one; total,
seventeen. Warm Spring Indian scouts killed, two; wounded, two;
total, fqur. Grand total killed and wounded, one hundred and thirtytwo. A large number of the killed were murdered after being woundetl
and falling into the hands of the Indians. (See accompanying list of
killed and wounded, marked D.
Duriug the Modoc excitement many of the Indian tribes of Oregon,
Idaho, and Washington Territory showed a very discontented feeling
and strong sympath,ies with the hostiles. The settlers seemed much
alarmed in some localities. To meet this state of affairs I thought it
best to organize as large a force as practicable, and make a tonr through
the couutry en route to the proper stations of the troops. The march
was made through Eastern Oregon and Washington Territory; it was
about six hundred miles. The cavalry was commande(l by Maj. John
Green, the foot-troops by Maj. E. C. Mason. l~he march was well con_ducted b,y these commanders, and well performed by the troops. I was
gratified to see that with the capture of the Modoc band the excitement
ceased. All the tribes throughout tile department are now perfectly
quiet.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The quartermaster's department, at the outbreak of the .Modoc in sur.
rection, was under Lieut. Col. Rufus Saxton, as chief quartt"rrnaster of
the department; but the theater of operations was on the bouudary-line
of the two departments, California aud Columbia. The expenditures
and management were, under these circumstances, divide1 between the
headquarters at San Francisco and Portland, Oreg. This same remark
is more or less applicable to all the other departments of the staff' of supplies. Under these circumstances, however, the troops were in the main
well supplied, and, in general, promptly; but still I am satisfied the
quartermaster's department has paid, or will have to pay, a very heavy
bill in the matter of transportation for the prosecution of the Modoc
war; for want of unity of control, affairs did not always work well, howe\·er zealous aml efficieut the officers might be.
The means of transportation at the different stations, of the troops,
was exceedingly limited at the outbreak, rnerel.v to the wants of the garrisons. Wheu the troops were suddenly called into the field, a large
increase of transportation was 11eeden, and had to be hired from the citizens of the country. These teams were doubtless hired at the best rates
possible to the Go\·ernment, but the demand was great, and the prices
correspondingly large. 'rhe question as to whether it is not better to
keep on Land a greatt>r amount of t.ram;portation~ so as to meet the
demands in departments of this ldnd where Indian outbreaks are likely
to occur at any time, or to economize in times of temporary trauquillit.v
and be compelled to pay such exorbitant prices wbeu the emergeneies
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come-this is a proper problem for the Quartermaster's Department to
solve.
"Vhen General Canby went to the field he uid not take his department staff with him, only an aid-de-camp, doubtless thinking the difficulty
would soon be settled. \Vhen I succeeded him I found only an improYised stafl' in the field. It was efficient, and, under the circumstances,
worked well. These officers deserve mention. Capt. C. H. Hoyt, of
tile quartermaster's department in the field, with his assistant, Lieut.
E. \Y. Stone, at Yreka. Lieuts. W. H. Boyle, Twenty-first Infantry, and
)1. C. Grier, Fourth Artillery in the field, were faithful and prompt in
the performance of all their duties; as acting assistant quartermaster
and acting commissary of subsistence these officers deserve great credit.
Asst. Surgs. H. MeElderry, Edwin Bently, and Calvin De Witt deseiTe
special praise for skill and devotion to the sick and wounded.
I was only in the field a few weeks before the close of the expedition,
and have not yet r~ceived (as before stated) the report of. Colonel
Gillem, which, when received, will no doubt give the details of all
movements that took place while he was in command. It is proper,
lwwever, that I should mention some of the commanuers of detachments
and battalions, whose positions brought them more immediately under
my observation. l\iaj. John Green commanded generally all the mounted
troops and Maj. E. 0. Mason the foot-troops. These commanders were
.always efficient and zealous. They participated in the whole war, and
deserve great credit for the manner in which the,yperformed their arduous and Rometimes perplexing duties. Capts. David Perry, H. C. Hasbrouck, and James Jackson all commanded detachments of mounted
troops from time to time, under MaJor Green, with zeal and ability.
Capt. John Mendenhall, Fourth Artillery, marched his battalion of Fourth
Artillery troops from Hedding, Cal., to the lava-beds, arriving the last
of April, in time to take an active part in the remaining part of the
expedition. The conduct of Captain Mendenhall and command was very
creditable to him and to them.
•
When I went into the field I needed only an aid-de-camp as an assistant, and while at military division headquarters en route I secured the
services of Capt. E. V. Sumner, First Cavalry. He performed the
duties of assistant adjutant-general efficiently and well. Lieut. Col.
Frank Wheaton was placed in command of the Modoc expedition soon
after the insurrection broke out, but had been superseded by Col. Al\an
C. Gillem, his superior in rank. On my arrival at the headquarters of
the exrtedition, I learned that he would be pleased to take a more acthre
part in the field. I at once had Lim ordered to report to me for that
purpose. He did so on the 22d of May; but the closing of the troubles
was so near at band that I was not able to assign him a post e(]_ual to
his zeal and experience. He i~ still in command of the District of the
La.kes.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEF. C. DA. VIS,
Brevet Jiajor- Ger,eral Commanding.

NoTE.-Inclosures A, B, aud C appear in their pr.>pcr plv,ces in the fore.;oing c )rref.pondence, aud are not re-copied llere.
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D.-List of killecl mul woundecl dw·ing the

~Jiodoo

l~i:l.

expedition, 1872 and
Woundt>d.

Killed.

,

~ I si§s a~ s~gs I

Company and reg-iment.

1fl

~

0

~

0

- - - - - - - -Brig. Gen. Edward R S. Canby ..............
Company .A, Fourth Artillery ...............
Company E, Fourth .Artillery .................. .

000000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

OOoOOO

......

.

....

oo.... ..... .
oo...
4
......

~~~§~ U~l:~~B~::L ~::::: : : : : ~:: :~::::::::: : : : : ;

Company G, First Cavalry ....... . ........................ oo•···
1
Company K, First Cavalry............................................
Company E, Twelfth Infantr)T ...... oo . . . . . . . . . . . oo.oo . . . . . . . . . . oo....
Company G, Twelfth Infantry .......................
I
Company B, '.rwenty-first Infantry .............
Company C, Twenty-first Infantry ..................
00 . . . . . . . 00

00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

00

..........

00....

00....

ooooe· ... oo. oooo••
1
5 .::::::
::::::

3

·!
8
2
6
2
3
3

t~~~:~f~~~:~~~;~f:.l~f:::;:;: : : : : : !i::::;:i~. ~~~

:: :::

oo .... •..... .
oooo •. ,.oooo•
oooo .. ,oo .. oo

1

..

4

00 . .

00 00 00

00.00 0

. . . . 00

00 00 . . . . . . . .

::3: ' : :: 1.:::::

RECAPITULATIOX.

Killed.

Total
Wonmlrd. killerl aJH\
wountlerl.

----------------------------------------------------- - - Officers 0....... .. . . . . ... .. . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .
Enlisted men ................... oo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . oo ...... ...... . • • .
Citizens ....................................................... oo ...
\Varm SI't·ing Indian scouts . .......................................

8
39
16

3
GL

1

11
Jr)()
li

_ _ _:_ _ _ _ _ : _ _ _ _ _ :

Total killed and wonnrletl .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. ..

65

67

132

1

Ofiiuial:

H. CLAY WOOD,

.J.ssi8tant Adjutant-Gmual.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., Decmnbe1· 4, 1873.
SIR: On reading my annual report, dated November 1 of this year,
I discover in the copy on file bere two errors, which l desire to correct:
" They came in on the 22d of May, and laid down their arms, accomcompanied by their old men, women, and children, in all about one lwndred ctnd fifty." Should read, in all about seventy-five.
"The number of officerR killed in this expedition is eight, wounded
three." Should read, killed seven, woundedjour, total eleven.
I am~ sir, very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
JEF. C. DAVIS.
Brevet llfajor-General, Commanding.
The

ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY,

Washington, D. G.
(Through headquarters Military Division of the Pacific.).
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[1st indorsement.]
llEADQUAR1'ERS MILITARY DIVISION PACIFIC',

San Francisco, December 12, 18i3.
Hespectful1y forwarded to the Adjutant-General.

J . .1\I.

SCHOFIELD,

.Jl[ajor- Genera 7•

•

[2d indorsement.]

"\VAR DEPART)1ENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
tra~hington, December 24, 1873.
Hespectfully submitted to the Secretary of \Var.

E.

D. TOWNSEND,

Adjutant- General.

COPIES OF ORDERS.

[Special Orders No. 112.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 'I'HE COLU::.v.IBIA,

Portland, Oreg., September 10, 1872.
1. In view of the proposed removal, b.v the Indian Department, of the
)fodoc Indians to the vicinity of Y ainax Station, the post of Fort Klamath will be regarded as included in the District of the Lakes for the
purposes of any military operations that may become necessary in aitl
of this removal.
It is not intended, by this order, to change the present relations between _F ort Klamath and department headquarters, but simply to give
the senior officer the power, in an emergency, to control all the military
force and material at the several posts in that section of the country.
The commanding officer at Fort Klamath will make such reports to
district headquarters as may be useful for the information of the diRtrict commander, or as may be called for by him.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Seconrl Artillery, Aid-de-Camp,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Special Orders No. 164.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portlctnd, Oreg., December 3, 1872.
1. Major Mason, with the effective force of companies Band C, Twentyfirst Infantry, will proceed as rapidly as possible to Jacksonville, Oreg.,
and thence, as the latest information may determine, to Fort Klamath,
or directly to the Link River settlements in southern Oregon, reporting
by courier from Jacksonville to the commanding officer of the District
of the Lakes, and the commanding officer at Fort. Klamath.
The quartermaster's and subsi~tence departments will furnish the
necessary transportation and supplies.
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2. Acting Assistant-Surgeon J. B. White will report in person to
Maj. Edwin C. Masou, Twenty-first Infantry, for duty with his command.
3. The chief quartermaster will transfer to the quartermaster of Major
Mason's command five hundred dollars ($500) from the appropriation for
transportation of the Army, and five hundred dollars ($5UO) from the appropriation for incidental expenses.
4. The chief commissary of subsistence will transfer to the commissary of subsistence of Major Mason's command fi\Te hundred clollars
($500) subsistence fuuds.
•
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
Official:
H. OLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Special Orders No. 167.-Extract.]
lfEADQU ARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., December 7, 1872.
1. The commandiug officer Vancouver Arsen~l will invoice the following ordnance stores to First Lieut. Ebenezer ,V, Stone, Twenty-first Infantry, Jacksonville, Oreg., and transfer them to the quartermaster's
department for transportation, viz:
Eight thousand (8,000) rounds center-primed metallic cartridges, caliber .50; and four thousand rounds cartridges for Remington revolver,
muzzle-loading, caliber .44.
2. A sub-depot is established at Jacksonville, Oreg., under the charge
of First Lieut. Ebenezer W. Stone, Twenty-first Infantry.
All supplies for the use of the troops operating in the Modoc country
will be sent to him for distribution, upon the requisitions of the district
or other commanding officer.

*

*

By command

*
*
*
of Brigadier-General
Canby:

*

*

H. CLAY 'VOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
LSpecial Orders No. 178.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., December 26, 1872.
1. The commanding officer Fort Vancouver will order all the e:ffecth~e
officers and enlisted men at his post, belonging to companies of the
T\venty-first Infantry, now in the field operating against the Modoc InLlians, to join their respective companies without delay. The quarterInaster's department will furnish the necessary transportation.

*

*

*

*

*

*

By command of Brigadier-General Can by:

*

*

*

H. CLAY vVOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
Official :
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant General.
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[Special Orders No. 180.-El tract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., December 28, 1872.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

2. The chief commissary of subsistence will transfer to First Lieut.
John M. Ross, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding detachment of troops
en ro~tte to the Modoc country, tifty dollars, subsistence funds.
3. The chief quartermaster will transfer to First Lieut. John 1\f. Ross,
Twenty-first Infantry, commanding detachment of troops en rmtte to
the Modoc country, fifty dollars, from tlle appropriation for transportation of the Army.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adj~ttant- Genet· a l.
Official:
H. CI.JAY WOOD.
Assistant Adjutant-Ge·neral.

[Special Orders No. 181.-Extract.]
HEADQ.UAR1'ERS DEPARTl\1ENT OF THE COLU~IBIA,

Portland, Oreg., December 30, 1872.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

3. The public exigencies requiring the immediate delivery of the
articles-there being none on band for issue-the chief quartermaster
is authorized to purchase in open market for the use of troops in the
field, operating against the Modoc Indians, two paulins, sixteen pounds
rope, and one ax and helve.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. CLAY \VOOD,
Assistant AdJutant-General.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adj~ttant- Genera 7.

[Special Orders No. 4.j
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, January 9, 1873.
I. Batteries M (Throckmorton's) an<l A, (Thomas's,) Fourth Artillery,
uow at Presidio, will be at once put in readiness for immediate field
service in Oregon. They will be as lightly equipped as is consistent
with efficiency, (the baggage being arranged for pack-~~nimals,) and take
two hundred rounds of ammunition. The post commandBr at the Presidio will see that everything is in readiness for these two batteries to
move as soon as notified, by rail, to Reading, and to march from that
place, via Yreka, to their destination.
The quartermaster's department wm see that the necessary transportation iR in readiness, and the subsistence department that the necessary
subsistence is in readiness.
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Tl10 medical director of the department will prodlle a competent
medical officer to accompany this command.
II. Troop K, (Biddle's,) First Cavalry, will be at once put iu n•adine
for :field-serYice in Oregon~ being equipped as lightly as is consistent
\Tith efficiency, (the baggage being arranged for pack-auimals,) and
provided with two hundred rounds of ammunition. The post commander at Camp Halleck, Nevada, will see that it is immediately put
in readiness to move, as soon as notified, by rail, via Marysville, to
Reading, and marcll from that place to their destination, Yia Yreka,
Cal.
The quartermaster's department will have the necessary transportation in readiness, and the subsistence department will provide the ucc~s~ary su bsisten('e.
BJ,~ command of Brigadier-General Canby:
SAM'L BHECK,
Assistctnt Adjutant- General.

Official:

W'M M·. ~rHERRY.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Special Orc1ers Ko. 10.]
IlEADQVAH/l'ERS DEPAR1'MENT OP UALIPOltNIA,

San Francisco, January 20, 1873.
Batteries l\1 (Captain Throckmorton's) and A, (Captain Thomas's,)
l;'onrtll Artillery, under the command of tlle senior officer, will, as early
to-morrow morning as possible, proceed to report for duty to Lieut. Col.
F. 'Yheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding District of the Lakes,
and now on the eastern side of Link River, Jackson OonntJ', Oregon.
The route to be taken will be by rail to Uedding, and marches yia Shasta
and Yreka.
The arrangements heretofore ordered in regard to medical officers,
transportation, forage, and subsistence will be carried out.
n;r COIUllland of Brigadier-General Canby:
SAM'L BHEOK,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Special Or<lers No. 11.]
llEADQUAI~TERS DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,

San F1·ancisco, J anua'ry 20, 1873.
Company G, Twelfth Infantry, now at Angel Island, California, will
join the batteries of the Fourth Artillery, now under orders to report to
I.~ieut. Col. F. Wheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding- District of
the Lakes, at the Oakland Wharf, to-morrow morning.
The subsistence department will provide the additioual subsistence
necessary for the command en route and at Yreka, and thr. quartermaster's department will furnish the necessary transportat.ion.
The post commanders '"'ill see th:tt the company is properly armed

r
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and equipped, and pro,Tided with shelter-tents, two llmHlrell rounds of
reliable ammunition per man, and three days' cooked rations.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
SAM'.L BRECK,

Ass'i stant Adjutant General.
Official:
WII..~LIAM :1\-f. WHERRY,
Acting A.ssistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Orders No. 1:3.]
HEADQUAl~TERS DEPARTJ\iENT OF

0ALIFOl~NIA,

Sctn Franc,isco, J anua,ry 20, 1873.
Company E, Twelfth Infantry, (Captain Parker's,) with Lieutenants
\Vright and Kingsbury, will proceed, witlwnt delay, to report for duty
to Lieut. Col. F. \Vheaton, Twenty-fil'st Iufautry, commandmg District
of the Lakes, now in tile field on tlle west side of Link ltiver, Jackson
County, Oregon.
The post commander will see tllat the company is provided with ammunition, the necessary subsistence, shelter-tents, and in as ligllt rnarclling order as is cousistent with efficiency. The route taken will be, if
practicable, via Salmon River and Scott Rh'er Valleys to Yreka, and
follow tlle other troops ordered up from San Francisco. Subsistence
supplies and ammunition will lJe at Yreka. If this route is not practicable, and no other in this direction, then the comnany will go via Eureka,
San Francisco, 1\farysville, and Hedding. The necessary pack-animals,
'dth one guide and one packer, may be !tired.
The chief commissary of subsistence of the department will provide
1,600 rations for this command at Yreka, and 10,000 rounds of ammunition will also be provided at that place for this command.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
SAM'L BRECK,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
Official:
vVILLIAM M. WHERRY,

Acting A ssista.n t A.dj1ttant- General.

[Special Orders No. 11.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE CoLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., January 20, 1873.
1. First Lieuts. Ed ward R. Theiler and '~illiam I1. Sherwood, with all
tlle effe.c tive men of Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, will proceed as
rapidly as posRible to the vicinity of Linkville, Oreg., reporting to the
commanding officer, District of the Lakes.
The staff departments will furnish the necessary transportation and
supplies.
2. Uapt. 1\iarcus P. Miller, Fourth Artillery, with the effecti \'e
~trength of Battery E, will proceed, via Portland, as rapidly as possible
to the vicinity of Linkville, Oreg., reporting to the cornma,nding officer,
Dis rict of the Lakes.
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Captain Miller will see that his battery is fully equipped, and will take
two hundred rounds of ammunition.
The staff departments will furnish the necessary transportation and
supplies.
3. The commanding officer, FoTt Cape Disappointment, will send a
detachment of his battery to Fort Stevens to relieve temporarily Battery E, ordered into the :field.
Until First Lieut. Samuel R. Jones joins, Capt. Smith will be responsible for the public property at Fort Stevens, and will receipt for it to
the officers now in charge.
4. The commanding officer, Vancouver arsenal, will invoice to the
ordnance officer, District of the Lakes, for the troops in the field oper·
ating against the Modoc Indians, the following ordnance stores, and
t ransfer the stores to the commanding officer, Company I, Twenty-first
Infantry, for transportat~on to Linkville, Oreg., or its vicinity, viz:
Twenty thousand (~0,000) rounds center-primed metallic cartridges,
caliber .50; :five thousand (5,000) rounds cartridges for Spencer c?.rbine,
and two thousand (2,000) rounds cartridges, caliber .44, for R-emington
and Colt's revolving pistols.
5. The commanding officer, Vancouver arsenal, will invoice to Capt.
l\iarcus P. Miller, Fourth Artillery, commanding Battery E, :Fourth
Artillery, the following ordnance stores, and transfer the stores to the
Quartermaster's Department for transportation to Portland, Oreg., "Viz:
Twelve thousand (12,000) rounds center-primed metallic cartridges,
calber .50.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. OTJAY WOOD,
Assistant A~jutant- General.
Official:
H. CLAY vVOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Orders No. 14.-Extract.]
BEADQUAR1'ERS MILI1'ARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Gal., Jamw't y 21, 1873.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*-

1. Batteries A and M, Fourth Artillery, and Companies E and G,
Twelfth Infantry, ordered via Yreka to the Modoc country in the
Department of the Col urn bia, will report for orders to Lieut. Col. Frank
vVheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, commanding officer, District of the
Lakes. Supplies required by these companies will be furnished from the
division depots.

By order of Brigadier-General Canby:

*

J. C. KELTON,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Official:
W~f. M. WHERRY,
Acting Assistctnt Adjutant· Gene1·al ~
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[Special Orders No. 16.]
HEADQUARTERS MILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, C(d., January 23, 1873.
1. Colonel Alvan C. Gillem, First Cavalry, is hereby assigned to tlw
command of the troops in the Modoc country, and will proceed without
delay to the headquarters of those troops, reporting by letter to the
commanrling officer of the Department of the Columbia.
By order of Brigadier-General Oan by:
J. C. KELTON,
Assistant Adj'tttant-Gmwral.
Official:
~r M. ni. \VHERHY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Orders No. 23.]
.IlEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OI<' THE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Cal., Feb?·'ltary 3, 1873.
1. First Lieutenant Henry N. 1\ioss, First Cavalry, joining his company in the Modoc country, from leave, will conduct to the command of
Colonel Gillem the enlisted men at the Presidio, and at .Angel Island,
and Benicia Barracks, for Battery E, Fourth .Artillery, Companies B
and I, Twent~7 -First Infantry, and Troops B, H, and K, First Cavalr3T.
These men will be armed, equipped, supplied with two hundred rounds
of ammunition per man and with shelter-tents, for service in the field.
Three days~ cooked rations will be furnished from their posts and ten
days' from the depot.
The QuartermaHter's Department will furnish the necessary transportation, by rail and stage, as far as Yreka.
By order of Brigadier-General Can by :
J. C. KELTON,
Ass·i stant Adj'lttant-General.
Offici11l:
WM. M. \\-.,.HERRY,

Acting Ass·istcmt Adjutant- General.

[General Orders No.2.]
IlEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\-IENT OF THE COLUJ\IBIA,

Portland, Oreg., lllarch 4, 1873.
Colonel Alvan C. Gillem, First Cavalry, having reporte<l to tile department commander, in compliance with Special Orders No. 16, current
series, hom division headquarters, is assigned, from the 8th ultimo,
to the command of the troops operating iu the Modoc country, including
the District of the Lakes as extended in paragraph 1, Special Orders,
:Xo. 112, series of 1872, and any sub-depots that have been or may be
established for the ~upply of tile troops in the fielu.
By command of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. CL.AY WOOD,
Ass·istant A({jutant- General.
Official:
LOUIS V. OAZIARC,
_E'in·;l LieullJJtllnl Se(;uwl. Artiller.lJ, ilid-de-Oamp.
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[Special Orders No. 43.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'HE PACIFIC,

San F1·ancisco, Octl., March 11, 1873.

*

*

*

*

*

*

•

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

3. The commandiug officer, Benieia barracks, will arm and equip for
fiehl-service the recruits necessary to fill up companies B, F, G, H, and
K, of the First Cavalry sen~ing in the 1\:f:odoc country, and will di.spatcb
t hem via Sacramento to Redding on the 14th instant, in charge of
Second Lieutenant John Simpson, Fourth Artillery.
The detachment will be furnished with tilree days' cooked rations, and
ten days' rations in bulle
The Quartermaster's Departmeut will furnish the necessary transport ation.
By order of Brigatlier-General Cau by:

J. C. KELTON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
·O fficial:
WILLIAM M. WHERRY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Gen'eral.

[Special Orders.No. 47.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC, .

San Francisco, Gal., 111arch 18, 1873.

*

*

*

*

*

*

J. Tile guard at the quartermaster's depot, Yerba Buena Island will

be rerluced to one sergeant,, one corporal, and ten men, detailed from the
·P ourth Artillery.
First JJieutenant Albion Howe, Battery A, Fourth Artillery, in command of Battery K, of his regiment, will proceed to the Modoc country
· w ithout delay, reporting to Colonel Gillem. The battery will be equipped
for field-service; shelter-tents and two hunrlred rounds of ammunition
per man, cooked rations for three days, and ten days' rations in hulk,
will be issued to the battery. Tile commanding officer of the Modoc
expedition is authorized to attach this battery to Battery A, for temporary duty, if he deems it advisable.
Second Lieutenant George M. Harris, Battery K, will join Ilis command so soon as released from court-martial dnty. ·
The Quartermaster's Department will furnish the necessary traml.port ation.
lly order Brigadier-General Canby:
J. 0. KELTO"N.
A ssistctnt Aclfuta,nt- Gm~end.

[General Orders No. 2a.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMBN'f OF 'l'HE COLUMBIA,

Va,n Bremer's Ranch, Cal., March 19, 1873.
The orders heretofore given by the commanding officers for pro(mring
supplies required by the troops engaged in operations agaiust the Modoc
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Iudiaus lly opcu purchase are confirmed, and in future when the pulllic
exigencies require such purchase to be made, the order will lle gi\·en lly
the senior commander, who will direct the manner and place of purebase. The comllHtuders of the seYeral detachments will see that timely
estimates are submitte(l for the supplies required by their commands.
Estimates fol' funds for subordinate commands will be limited to the
monthly current expenses for each, as prescrilled lly Division Orders,
No. 13 of 1871. All otller disbursements will lle made bv the district
disbursing officer, to wllom the Youchers will be sent aftLer they haxe
been examined and approved lly the immediate commander.
By comnuuHl of Brigadier-General Canby:
H. H. ANDERSON,
Second Lieutenant Fotttrth Art·ille'i·y,
. : lidc-d- Camp, Act,ing Assistant Adjutant-Gene1'al.
O£tkia1:
LOUIS Y. CAZIARC,
Aid-de- C£~mp.

[Special Orders No. 49.1
lil~ADQUAR'l'ERS l\IILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'H.E PACIFIC,
San Francisco, Cal., llfarcl~ 20, 1873.

1. Acting Assistant-Surgeon B. Scmig, United States Army, will report to-(lay to First Lieut. .Albion Rowe, Fourth Artillery, as medical
<>fficer of bis connnand, wllich he will accompany to the Modoc country.
lf the sen·ices of this officer are not requirrd by the commanding offi<·er of tbe l\lodoc expe 'l.ition, he will return to these headquarters and
report for orders.
By order of Bl'igatlier-Geueral Canby:
J. C. KELTON,
Assi~tant Adjutant-General.
Offici<ll :
\VII_JLIAI\-1 1\f. vVHERRY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- Genentl.

[Special Orders No. 44.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPAl~'l'MENT OF UALlFORNIA,

San Francisco, April 13, 1873.
1. Light B tttery B, Captain Hasllrouck, Fourth Artillery, now at the
Pre idio, wili be at once put in readiness for immediate fif'lcl-service
against the .Modoc Indians.
The battery wiU lle mounted and equip1)ed as cavalry, aud prepared
to moYe in ligllt marching order, :with two hundred rounds of reliaule
mnrnunition per man, fifteen days' rations, aud shelter-tents-the baggage being arranged for pack-auima1s.
The post commander at the Presidio wil1 ~ee that everything is in readiness for this battery to move, as soon aH notified, by rail to Redding,
and to march from that place as hereaftPr iustructed.
~- Batter~· G, Fourth Artillery, Uaptaiu Meudeuha11, now at Point S<ln
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.Jose, California, will be at once put in readiness for immediate fieldservice against the :Modoc Indians.
The battery will be as lightly equipped as is consistent with efficiency,
(tlle baggage being arranged for pack-animals,) taking two hundred
rounds of ammunition per man, fifteen days' rations aiHl shelter-tent ,
au<l be ready to move, as soon as notified, by rail to Redding-, and tomarch from that place as hereafter instructed. l.Jigh t. Battery B and
battery G will form one command, under the senior officer, and Captain
l1eu<lenba11, Fourth Artillery, will designate an officer to perform the
duties of acting assistant quartermaster and assistant commissary of
subsistence for the command.
3. The chief quartermaster of the department will sre that the neee~
sary funds, forage, and transportation, and tlle chief commissary or
subsistence of the department that the nece~sary funds and subsistence
are in rl'adiness to make the aboYe movements as rapidly as possible.

*

*

*

*

By command of l\fajor-General Schofield:

*

SA:\IUEL BitECK,
Assistant Adjutant-Gcnerol.
Official:
\YILLIA)'f l\I. vYHERRY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[General Orders No.6.]
HEA.DQUAUTERS J\fiLI'l'A.RY DIVISION

OF

'l'IIE p A.CIFIC,

San Francisco, Unl., April 14, 1873.
It is with extreme sorrow that the eli viRion commander annonnces the
death of one of our most honored and belO\'"ed comrades, Brig. Gen.
Edward R. S. Canby, commanding the Department of the Columbia.
General Canby and his associates the peace commissioners were, on
the 11th instant, making a last humane effort to ayert further hostilities
with the Modocs, when they were treacherously r.ssaulted by the Indian
chiefs. General Uanby and the Rev. Dr. Thomas were killed, and Mr.
:Meacham rlangerously wounded. Lieut. vVilliam L. Sherwood, T'-veut~·
first Infantry, was at the same time treacherously shot aud seriously
wounded while answering a tlag of truce.
Upon the arrival of the remains of Gen6ra1 Canby in Portland, Oregon,
appropriate funeral honors will be paid, nuder the direction of BYt. l\Iaj.
Gen. Robert S. Granger, colonel Twenty-first Inf~tntry. All officers antl
troops on duty in and near San Francisco will join in tlle escort of the
remains of the illustrious dead when they pa,ss tllrougb San Francisco
to their final resting-place .
.As a mark of respect to the memory of the Christian patriot, the Re-L
Dr. Thomas, who at the call of the Government lost his life in the can~e
of peace and humanity in company with our deceased comrade, his
funeral will be attended by all the officers of the division and department
staffs.
By order of Major General Schofield:
.J. C. KELTON,
Assistant Ailjutnnt-Gene ·al.
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[Special Orders No. 45.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART:iiiENT OF CALIFORNIA.

San F-rancisco, Apr,il l 7, 1873.
The moYements for which Light Battery Band Battery G, Fourth Artillery, and Assistant Surgeon Bentley, were ordered to lJe in readiness,
by Special Orders, No. 44, current series, from these headquarters, will
take place at once. The steamer J\icPherson will be at Point San Jose
Landing at 2.30 a. m. to-morrow morning, to take Battery G to the Oakland wharf, where the command will em bark en route to its destination. This steamer will also touch at Yerba Buena Island, to take up all
the enlisted men of the depot guard, who have heretofore lJeeu directed
to be in readiness to go with this battery.
·
Light Battery B, with its horses, will embark on the Oakland ferryboat in this city, taking the boat leaving at 1 o'clock to-Higllt.
By command of l\1ajor-Gcueral Schofield:
SAJ\i'L BRECK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Official:
WII.JLIAM M. WHERRY,
Acting Assistant .Adjutant-General.

[Special Orders No. 47.-Extract.]
HEADQUAR'l'ERS DEP ART:;\IENT OF CALIFORNIA,

San F-rancisco, April 19, 1873.
1. Tlle follmYin~r telegraphic order of to-day is announced :
Captain Henry \Vagner, First Cavalry, commanding Camp McDermit,
Nevada, will move out at once with fifty men of his troop (C, First Ca,·alry,) to observe the Stein Mountain Indians, and collect information in
regard to Indians.
The post will be left in charge of Lieutenant Knox, First Cavalry,
and tbe remaining men, including the last recruits. Communication
with the post "'ill be kept up daily, and Lieutenant Knox will be directed to report daily by telegraph to these headquarters.
Another interpreter, beside the one now on duty at the post, will be
employed, if necessary.
2. The following telegraphic order of to-clay is announced:
Captain John J\lendenhall, Fourth Artillery, commanding detachment
Fourth Artillery, now at Redding, California, will move his command on
the road to Fort Crook as far as practicalJle to-day, moving as rapidly as
possible, to intercept the Modoc Indians, supposed to be bound to the
Pitt River country. A mounted man will be left at Redding to carry
any dispatches that may arrive there for him from Colonel Gillem or
these headquarters. Arrangements will be made for daily communication with l:<,edding. '11lle employment of such guides and scouts (whites
or Indians) as Captain Mendenhall may require for his command, is
authorized.

*

*

*

By command of .Jlajor General Scbofield:

*

*

*

SAM' L BHEOK,
Assistant A.dj~ltant-General.

Official:
\VILLIAM M. WHERRY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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[Special Orders No. 6!>.-Extract. J
HEADQU ARTERS :\fiLI'l'ARY DIVISION OF 'L'IIE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, Gal., Apnl ~2, 1- 73.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

:). Captain Garrett .r. Lydecker, Engineer OorpR, will proceed with·
out delay to the lava-beds, where the recent conflicts with the l\Iotlocs
have taken place, making au itinerary of the route from Hedding:. He
will make a reconnaissanee and sketch the scene of hostilities, and the
country in the vicinity. The commanding officer of the Modoc expedition will afford all facilities for the performance of this duty. Upon
completing which, Captain r-.yclecker will report to these headquarters
by telegraph for instructions.
Captain L.vdecker is authorized to take with him a drang-htsmau for
whom the quartermaster's department will furnish the neceHsary trani;portation.
By order of ~fajor General Scofield:
.T. C. KELTON,

.1issistant Adjntcmt- Ge1ieral.
Official:
\VILLIA"i\I lU. \YHERRY,

.A ill-de- Camp.
[Memorandum. ]
HEADQUARTERS DEPAR'L'l\iENT OF THE COL"C:;\IBIA,

Po't fland, Oreg., ApTil2.3, 1873.
That timely information may be received at department headquarters of any unusual mo\ements or hostile demonstrations npon the part
of Indians, until further orders the commanding officers of Forts Colville, Lapwai, and Klamath, and Camps Harney and ~Varner, will forward
reports weekly, oftener should circumstances render it necessary, to the
assistant adjutant-general, of any changes in the attitude toward the
Government of Indians in their vicinity. These reports should be full
and authentic. Duplicates of the reports from Klamath, Harney. an(l
\Varner will be sent to the commanding officer, District of the Lakel'.
Rece:ipt of these instructions will be promptly acknowledged.
By order of Major-General Scofield:
H. CLAY \VOOD,

Assistant Adhttant-Geueral.
O l'f lcial:
E. It ANDERSON.

Aid-de-Camp.
[ 8pecial Orders No. 59 a.- Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ.\'I:ENT OF THE COLU::.VIBIA,

In tlte Field, .1ll(ty 21, 1 -'73.
1. The Mouocs having during the recent operations been beaten and
driven from their strongholds, and having dispersed into small scattered
bands, the pursuit and capture of the fugitives is now to be the immediate
work of the troops. This duty will especially dm-olve upon the mounted
troops, who will be called on to operate in small detachments, moYing· rapidly, vigorously, and frequently independently from each other.
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The operations of the foot-troops must be made to conform to the
new order of things. The conduct of affairs therefore can more ' conveniently be carried on under the immediate orders of the department
commander while on the spot, than under those of a special commander
of the expedition. Colonel A. 0. Gil1em is therefore relieved from duty
with this command, and will proceed to the headqnartel,'s of his reg-iment at Benicia barracks, California, with a view of his assuming command of, and preparing for the field, the :fi. ve troops of the 1st Caxalry
now en route from Arizona.

*

*

*

By command of Colonel Jeff. C. Davis:

*

*

*

E. V. SUl\INEH,
Captcdn 1st Cavalry, Aid-de-Camp.
Official :
H. CLAY vVOOD,
Assistant Ac(j11tant- General.

[Special Orders No. 98.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC',

San Frcmcisco, Cal., ltlay 30, 1873.
1. The commanding officer Angel Island, will send to their companies in the Modoc country, on the 2d proximo, in charge of Lieut. John
Lafferty, Eighth Cavalry, Yia Yreka, all enlisted men at his post of Company G, Twelfth Infantry, await.i ng orders, of E Company, Twelfth 1nfantry, and B, 0 and 1 Companies, Twenty-first Infantry.
The commanding officer, Presidio, will send to their companies in the
}fodoc country, on the 2d proximo, in charge of Lieut. John Lafferty,
Eighth Cavalry, via Yreka, all enlisted men at his post, of companies sen-ing· in the Modoc expedition.
These detachments will be armed and eqnipped, supplied with sheltertents and other necessary camp and garri~on equipage. Five thousand
ronuds of ammunition will be sent, unissued, with tlw detachmeut from
Angel Island.
The quartermaster's department will furnish the necessary trausportation.
Bor order of 1\!Injor-Geueral Schofiel<l :
tT. C. KEJ_.TON,
Assistc~nt Adj'ntant- Genera 7.
Official:
\Vl\I. l\1. W BERRY,
Aiel-de-Camp.
[Special Orders No. 110.-Extract.]
HEADQU.A.l{.'l'ERS 1\'IILI'l'ARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San F1·mwisco, Cal., Jwne 16, 1873.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

2. Troop K, First Cavalry, in the ·Modoc country, is hereby assigned
to duty in the Department of the Columbia, and will receive Ol'ders from
the department commander.
Companies A, B, G, K, and M, Fourth Artillery, and E and G, Twelfth
Inf~mtry, now in the Modoc country, belonging to the Dt>partmrnt of
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California, will be returne-d to their stations so soon as their serYices can
be spared; Company G, Twelfth Infantry, to be retained so long as required as a guard to Indian prisoners, or ou other duty in connection
with the closing up of the Modoc expedition.
By order of l\Iajor-General Schofield:
J. U. KEI.JTON,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Official:
\VM. M. WHERRY,
Aid-de- Camp.
[General Orders No.14.]

HE.ADQUAU'l'E.RS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUl\1BIA,

ln the field, Fort Klamath, Oreg., Ju.ne 20, 1873.
To the troops composing the JJiodoc expedition:
It is with great satisfaction the department commander publishes for
_your information the following dispatches from the President of the
United States, Secretary of War, General of the Army, and commanding officer, Division of the Pacific :
wAR DEI'AHT.liiENT,
·

ADJUTANT-GF~NERAL'S

OFFICE,
Washington, Jnne 5, 1873.

Colonel J. C. DAVIS, U.S. A.,
.Applegate's Ranch, Cctlifornia:
The Secretary of War directs me to express the President's and his own appreciation
.-of .)'OUr services and the labors of your officers and men in the Modoc campaign.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-Geneml U. S. Arlll!f·

OFFICE GENEH.AL OJ? THE AH:\1¥,
Washiuglou, D. C., Jnne 5, 187:3.
·M ajor General J. M. ScHOFIELD, U.S. A.,
Commanding Division of the Paciflv, San Francisco, Cal.:
GENEHAL:
...
Assnre General Davis and the troops that their labors are fully appreciated at head~ uarters.

W. T. SHERMAN,
General U. S. Army.

HEADQUARTEllS DIVISION OF Tim PACIFIC,
San Fhmcisco, Cal., Jnne 5, 18n.
G eneral JEFJ•'. C. DAVIS,
Commancling Depa1·tmrnt and Troops, Tttle Lake, Ca.lifonlia :
GENERAl.: I send you General Sherman's reply, to which I add my most hearty congratulations and thanks to you and your troops.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Majm·-General U. S. Army, Commanding Division of the Pacific.

In ad<lition to the above congratulations, it is with great satisfaction
the general commanding the department announces to the troops the
termination of the Modoc war, so far as hostility is concerned. The
.Modoc Indians, who have so long baffled your skill while in the strong
position occupied by them in the lava-beds, have by your courage and
-en<lurance at last been captured, and nearly every member of that once
powerful and warlike band, which has for years been the terror of the
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people of Southern Oregon, is at present a prisoner in your hands, awaiting trial by the proper tribunal for the crimes he has committed. For
your service in the late campaign the department commander extends
his thanks and congratulations.
By command of Colonel Jeff. C. Davis:
W. H. BOYLE,
First Lieut. Twenty-first Infantry, A. A. A. G.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Field Orders No. 1.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA.

In the field, Fort Klamath, Oreg., June 30, 1873.
A military commission is hereby appointed to meet at Fort Klamath,
Oregon, on Tuesday, July the 1st, 1873, at 10 o'clock a.m., or as soon
thereafter as practicable, for the trial of the Modoc chief known as Captain Jack, and such other Indian captives as may be properly brought
before it.
DETAIL FOR THE COMMISSION.

Lieut. Col. Washington L. Elliott, First Cavalry.
Capt. John Mendenhall, Fourth Artillery.
Capt. Henry C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery.
Capt. Robert Pollock, Twenty-first Infantry.
Second Lieut. George W. Kingsbury, Twelfth Infantry.
Maj. H. P. Curtis, judge-advocate, U. S. A., is appointed judge-advocate of the commission.
No other officers than those named can be assembled without manifest
injury to the service.
Should any of the officers named in the detail be unable to attend,
the commission will nevertheless proceed to and contmue the business
before it, provided the number present be not less than the minimum
prescribed by law.
The commission will sit without regard to hours.
JEFF. C. DAVIS,
Col. Twenty-tltird Infantry, Bvt. Maj. Gen. Gom'd'g.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Orders No. 79.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEP..A.RTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA.

In the field 1 Fort Klamath, Oreg., June 30, 1873.

•

*

•

*

*

*

*

2. During the session of the military commission for the tricll ot the
Modoc Indians, ordered to convene at Fort Klamath, Oregon, the commanding officer of said post will procure suitable rooms for the commission to meet, and furnish mounte'd detachments, orderlies, couriers,
H. Ex. 122--9

130

MODOC WAR.

and such transportation as may be required for the purpose of tran~·
porting the military mail, witnesses, and officers traveling on duty
between this place and Ashland, Oregon, or in the vicinity of this post.
He will see that the Modoc prisoners are securely guarde~ and held
subject to the orders of the military commission.

*

*

*

*

By command of Colonel Jeff. C. Davis:

*

*

•

W. H. BOYLE,
First ."Cieut. Twenty-first Infantry, A. A. A. G.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Special Orders No. 100.-Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., Au.gust 5, 1873.

*

*

*

*

2. Special Order No. 70, current series, District of the Lakes, Fort
Klamath, authorizing the post quartermaster to issue to the Modoc
Indian prisoners, now in confinement at that post, such small quantities
of clothing as can be spared from the supply on hand, to prevent
unusual suffering among them-damaged clothing to be issued if practicable-is confirmed.
By command of Brevet Major-General Jeff. C. Davis:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Official:
H. CLAY WOOD,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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COPY OF THE TRIAL OF THE MODOC INDIANS.

J. HOLT,
Judge·Advocate General.

PROCEEDINGS OF A MILITARY COMMISSION.

Proceedings of a Military Commission convened at Fort Klamath, Oregon,
by virtue of the following order:
[Special Field Orders No.1.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLU.l\IDIA,

"In the field" F01 t Klamath, Oregon, June 30, 1873.
A M1litary Commission is hereby appointed to meet at Fort Klamath, Oregon, on
Tuesday, July 1, 1873, at 10 o'clock a. m., or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the
trial of the Modoc chief known as Captain Jack, and such other Indian captives as
may be properly brought before it.
Detail for the comrnission.-Lieut. Col. Washington L. Elliott, First Cavalry; Capt.
John Mendenhall, Pourth Artillery; Capt. Henry C. Hasbrouck, Pourth Artillery;
Capt. Robert Pol1ock, Twenty-first Infantry; Second Lieut. George W. Kingsbury,
Twelfth Infantry.
Maj. H. P. Curtis, Judge-Advocate U.S. A., is appointed Judge-Advocate of the commission.
No other officers than those named can be assembled without manifest injury to the
service. Should any of the officers named in the detail be unable to attend, the commission will nevertheless proceed to, and continue the business before it, provided the
number present be not less than the minimum prescribed by law. The commission
will sit without regard to hours.
JEF. C. DAVIS,
Bre:vet Major-General Cornrnanding.

FORT KLA"MATH, OREGON,

July 1, 1873-10 o'clock a. m.
The commisRion met pursuant to the foregoing order.
Present, Lieut. Col. Washington L. Elliott, First Cavalry; Capt.
John Mendenhall, Fourth Artillery; Capt. Henry C. Hasbrouck, Fourth
Artillery; Capt. Robert Pollock, Twenty-first Infantry; Second Lieut.
George Kingsbury, Twelfth Infantry; Maj. H. P. Curtis, Judge-Advocate.
The judge-advocate then stated to the commission that in consequence of the brief period of time be had had since arriving at the
post be had been unable to prepare a case; and suggested au adjournment for some days. The commission thereupon decided to adjourn
until Saturday next, the 5th instant, at 10 o'clock a. m.
Adjourned at 10~ a. m.
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge-Advocate Commission.

SECOND DAY.
FOI~T KLA:MATTI, July 5, 1873.
The commission met at 10 a. m., pursuant to adjournment.
Present, all of the members of the commission, the judge·advocate,
and prisoners.
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The proceedings of the last meeting were read and approved.
The judge-advocate then read before the commission the order convening the commission, (see page 1 of this record,) which is interpreted
to the prisoners.
The commission then proceeded to the trial of the prisoners: Captain Jack, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, (alias OneEyed Jim,) and Sloluck, Modoc Indian captives, who being called before the commission, and having heard ~he order convening it read, it
being interpreted to them, were severally asked if they had any objectiOn to any member present named in the order, to which they severally
replied in the negative.
The members of the commission were then duly sworn by the judgeadvocate; and the judge-advocate was then duly sworn by the president of the commission; all of which oaths were administered and interpreted in the presence of the prisoners.
The judge-advocate asked the authority of the commiRsion to employ
T. F. Riddle and wife as interpreters at $10 a day, which authority was
given by the commission.
T. F. Riddle and wife (Tob,1) were then duly sworn to the faithful
performance of their duty in the interpretation of the evidence and
proceedings as required, in the presence of the prisoners, which oath was
interpreted to the prisoners.
The judge-advocate then presented to the commission E. S. Belden,
the official short-hand reporter, who was then duly sworn to the faithful performance of his duty; which oath was duly interpreteu to the
prisoners.
The prisoners were then severally asked by the judge-advocate if they
desired to introduce counsel; to which they severally replied in the
negative; and that they bad been unable to procure any.
The prisoners were then severa,lly duly arraigned on the following
charges and specifications :
Charges and spec~fications prefert·ed against certain Modoc Indians commonly known and ca.lled as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley,
Black Jim, Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cole.

1. "Murder, in violation of the laws of war."
Specification 1. "In this, that they, Indians called and commonly known
as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias
One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band of
Indians known as the J\iodocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in
open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command
of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet,
under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Geu. E. R. S.
Canby, U. S. A., commanding the Department of the Columbia, and certain peace commissioners on the part of the said United States, namely,
Eleazar Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens of the United
States, all representing the Government of the United States, for the
agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms upon
which hostilities existing between the United States and said band
should cease, and did thereupon, in wanton violation of said flag of truce,
and treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by said truce
under the laws of war, willfully, feloniously, and of malice aforethought,
kill and murder said Brigadier-General Canby.
CHARGE

MODOC WAR.

135

"All this at or near the lava-beds, so-called, situated near Tule Lake,
in the State of California, on or about. the 11th da,y of April, A. D. 1873.''
Specification 2. ''In this, that they, Indians called and commonly known
as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias
One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alic!Js Cok, members of a certain band of
Indians kuown as the Modocs, which band, including the prisoners above
named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in open
and flagrant war with the United States, under tbe chief command of
said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet
under a flag o"!:' truce and suspension of hostilities Brig. Gen. E. R: S.
Canby, U. S. A., commanding Military Department of the Columbia, and certain peace commissioners on the part of the United States,
namely, Eleazur Thomas, A. B.l\feacham, and l.J. S. Dyer, citizens of the
Unite<l States, all representing the Government of the United States,
for the agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms
upon which ho~tilities existing between the United States and said
bands should cease, and did thereupon, in wanton violation of the sacred
character of said flag of truce, and treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by such truce, under the laws of war, willfully, feloniously,
and of their malice aforethought, kill and murder said Eleazur Thomas,
one of the peace commissioners aforesaid.
''All this at or near the lava-beds, so-called, situated near TuleLake,
in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of April, A. D.
1873."

CHARGE 2. "Assault with intent to kil1, in Yiolation of the laws of
war."
Specification 1. "In this, that they, Indians, called and commonly known
as Captain .Tack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias
One Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band of
Indians known as the Modocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged
in open and flagrant war with the United States, under tlle chief command of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band,
meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E.
R. S. Can by, U.S. A., commanding the Department of the Columbia, and
certain peace commissioners on the part of the United States, namely,
Eleazur Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. ::::;. Dyer, citizens, ::tll representing t.be Government of the United States, for the agreed and professed
purpose of discussing and arranging terms upon which hostilities existing between the United States and said band should cease; and did
thereupon, in wanton violation of the sacred character of said flag of
truce, and treacherously disregarding the ouligations imposed by such
truce under the laws of war, feloniously make an assault with deadly
weapons upon the said A. B. Meacham, then and there feloniously, willfully, and of malice aforethought to kill and murder, and did inflict upon
the body of the said Meacham divers severe and dangerous wounds.
''All t.his at or near the lava-beds, so-called, situated near Tule Lake,
in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of April, A. D.
1873."
Specification 2. ''In this, that they, Indians called and commonly

known as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias One Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain
band of Indians known as Modocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, 'vas, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged
in O,Pen and flagrant war with the United States under the chief command of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band,
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meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E.
R. S. Canby, U. S. A., and certain peace commissioners on the part of
the United States, namely, Eleazur Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S.
Dyer, citizens, all representing the Government of the United States,
for the agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms
upon which hostilities existing between the United States and said band
should cease; and did then and there, in wanton violation of said flag
of truce, and treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by
such truce under the laws of war, feloniously make an assault with
deadly weapons upon the said Dyer, commissioner as aforesaid, with an
intent him, said Dyer, then and there feloniously, willfully, and of their
malice aforethought to kill and murder.
"All this at or near the lava-beds, so-called, situated near TuleLake,
in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
To which the prisoners severally pleaded as follows:
To first specification, first charge, "Not guilty."
To second specification, first charge, "Not guilty."
To first charge, "Not guilty."
To first specification, second charge, "Not guilty."
To second specification, second charge, "Not guilty."
To second charge, "Not guilty."
T. F. R.IDDLE, a citizen and witness for the prosecution, being duly
sworn by the judge-ad vocate, testified as follows:
Question by judge-advocate. Were you present at tbe meeting of the
commissioners and General Uanby, referred to in the charges and speci·
fications just read ~-Answer. Yes, sir.
Q. On what day was it ~-A. On the 11th of April, I believe, as near
as I can recollect.
Q. Were the prisoners at the bar present on that occasion ~-A.
Yes, sir.
Q. You identify them all ~-A. Yes~ sir; I identify all but Barncho
and Sloluck. I saw them, but I didn't know them. They were some
75 yards behind me; they came up behind.
Q. Is Captain Jack the principal man in this Modoc band ~-A. Yes,
sir.
Q. What is he~ Describe him.-A. He is a chief amongst them.
He has been a chief since 1861, I believe.
Q. What position did Schoncbis hold among the Modocs ~-A. I never
knew him to be anything more than just a common man amongst them
until, within the last year, he has been classed as Captain Jack's subchief, I believe; they call it a " Sergeant/'
Q. Black Jim ~-A. He has be~n classed as one of his watchmen,
they call them.
Q. Boston Charley ~-A. He is nothing more than a high private.
Q. Barncho ~-A. He is not anything.
Q. Sloluck ~-A. He is not anything.
Q. Are they all Modocs ~-A. Yes, sir ; they are classed as Modocs,
one of them h;: a Rock Indian, or a " Com baterash."
Q. Were they all present at this meeting of the 11th of April ~-A.
Yes, sir. Barncho and Sloluck was not in the council. They came u.p
after the firing commenced.
Q. "'.,.hat connection did you have with the peace commissioners from
the beginning ~-A. I was employed by General Gillem to interpret,
and then from that I was turned over to the peace commissioners; but
I acted as interpreter all of the time-all through their councils.
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Q. Did you ever receive any information which led you to suppose it
was a dangerous matter for the commissioners to intervil"W these men~
-A. Yes, sir; the first that I learned was when I stopped at Fairchild's.
They agreed to meet the wagons out between Little Klamath and the
lava-bed, and all of them come in, women and children. They said
Captain Jack sent word that if General Canby would send his wagons
out there, they would send his women and children in.
Q. Were you present at the killing of General Canby and Mr. Meacham ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Had you received any information which led you to think that it
was dangerous ~-A. Yes, sir, I had; my woman, some week or ten days
before that, went to carry a message into Jack's cave where he was living, and there was an Indian called William-he followed her after she
started from borne back to ca111p, he followed her out.
. How do you know this '-A. My woman told me.
Q. In consequence of some information which you received, what did
you then do ? Did you speak to the commissioners about it ?-A. Yes,
sir; I told them I received information, and then I went to the peace
commissioners and told them it was dangerous to go out there any more
to meet them, aud I advised them not to go. vVhile I was at Fairchild's,
this Hooka Jim, he came there and took me out one side and told me,
"If you ever come with them peace commissioners to meet us auy more
and I come to yon and push you to one side, you stand back one side
and we won't hurt you, but will murder them."
Q. Do I understand. you to say you then caut,i oned the commissioners 0?-...<\... Yes; I tolu them of it.
Q. What did you sa,y 0?-A. I told them what Hooka Jim told me;
an<l I said I didn't think it was of any use to try to make peace with
those Indians without going to the lava-beds, right where they were.
I said, "I think the best way, if you want to make peace with them, is
to give them a good licking, and then make peace."
Q. Did you tell them what Hooka Jim said ~-A. Yes, sir; and at
another time, I believe it was the very next time after we were out in
the lava-beds-after General Gillem had moYed over to the lava-bedswe met, and Hooka Jim came to me after we got to the ground where
we were to hold our council, and he took hold of me and said, '' You
come out here and sit down ;" and he pushed me as he said he would.
I said " No."
Q. When was this ~-A. I don't remember the date; it was some time
in March.
A. The first, or second meeting ~-A. The first meeting after Hooka
Jim had told me this at Fairchild's.
Q. Were they the same, or other commissioners ~-A. It was General
Canby, Dr. Thomas, and Mr. Dyer, and Judge Rosbourgh, I believe, was
along, if I am not mistaken; I won't be positive. Hooka Jim came to
me and caught hold of me, and pushed me one side, and said, " You
stand out here." I told him'' No;" that I had to go and talk and interpret
for them; and my woman here spoke up to him to behave himself, and
not go doing anything while he was there; and he then said, " Well, go
and sit down."
Q. Did you visit the lava-beds before the massacre; and, if so, did
you go alone, or with some one else~-A. The first time I went in there
was with Squire Steele. Fairchild - Q. (Interrupting.) Very shortly before the massacre, did you ~-A.
Well, I was in there.
Q. State why you went jn there.-A. I was in there on the lOth of
0
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April. My woman and me went in there, and took a written message in
there from the peace commissioners. I read and interpreted it to Captain Jack, and I told him then, after I interpreted it to him, that I gave
him a notice; and I told him to bring it the next day when he met the
commissioners, to bring it with him. He threw it on the ground, and
be said he was no white man; he could not read, and had no use for it.
He would meet the commissioners close to his camp-about a mile beyond what they called the peace-tent. He said he would meet them
there and nowhere else.
Q. A mile nearer the lava-beds than the peace-tent ~-A. Yes; he said
that was a11 he had to say then. I could bear them talking around, and
sort of making light of the peace commissioners-as much as to say
•they didn't care for them.
·
Q. What was t,he tenor of this message you say you read ~-A. It was
a statement that they wished to hold a council with them at the peacetent next day, to have a permanent settlement of the difficulties between
the whites and the Indians; tlwy wanted to make peace, and move them
oft' to some warm climate, where they could live like white people.
Q. Wh ere is that note you carried ~-A. It is lost.
Q. Did Captain Jack say anything about arms in reference to the
meeting ~-A. Yes, sir; he said he would meet them five men without
arms, and he would do the same-he would not take any arms with
him.
Q. That he would meet them at the place he fixed-one mile nearer
the Java-beds "? -A. Yes, sir; one mile nearer the lava-beds.
Q. Five men, without arms, and he would also go without arms ~-A.
Yes, sir.
The CoURT. Five, including himself?-A. Yes, sir.
The JuDGE-ADVOCATE. What did be say about the proposition to
move him from the lava-beds ~-A. He said he knew no other country
only this, and he did not want to leave it.
Q. Did he say anything a bout a desire for peace ~-A. Yes; he said
if they would move the soldiers all away he would make peace then,
and live right there where he was, and would not pester anybody else;
he would live peacably there.
Q. Was Captain Jack alone in this interview when you talked with
him ~-A. No, sir; these other men were around witb. him, sitting clown.
Q. Tl1ese prisoners here now ?-A. Some of them.
Q. Did he do all or only a part of the talking ~-A. That eYening he
clone all of the talking-that is, he was the only one that bad anything
to say to me in regard to this affair.
Q. Did you see anything there which led you to suppose that they
intended hostilities ~-A. Yes, sir; I did; I saw that they had forted up
all around his cave.
Q. Did they seem to be well provisioned ~-A. They bad just been
killing several beeves there that day.
Q. Which of these men were there at the time ?-A. Boston was
there-most all of these that are here.
Q. Can't you name them ?-A. There was Boston, Black Jim was
there, and Barnr.ho; I don't remember whether Schonchis was there or
JlOt at the time the conversation was going on.
Q. Did you go back to the commissioners then ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. State the facts about it,. State what followed after your return to
the commissioners ?-A. I went back and went into the peace commissioners' tent with Jack's message that he would meet tlwm five unarmed,
and he would do the same; be would have five men with himself, and
0
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go without arms; and I told him they were forted all around there,
and they had been killing beef; and I thought it was useless to try to
make peace any longer; and if Captain Jack would not agree to meet
at the tent, and if I were in their places I would not meet them a.u.r
more.
Q. What did the commissioners then reply or decille upon ~ \Vhat
decision did they come to ~-A. They held a council betweeu themselves. I was not at their council.
(~. Was your visit the day before the assassination ?-A. Yes, sir; I
seen General Oanb.v that evening; and I told him. I had a propositioLJ
to make to him. He was out, and I met him, and he wanted to know
what it was; I told him that if I was in his place, if I calculated on
meeting them Indians, I would send twenty-fiye or thirty men near the
place were I expected to bold the council, to secrete themselves in the
rocks there; that they would stand a good show to catch them, if they
undertook to do anything that was wrong. General Canby said that
that would be too much of an insult to Captain Jack; that if they
knew of tlJat they n~ight do an injury then; he would not do that.
Q. Did you bear him say that "?-A. Yes.
Q. Did they determine to meet him, or not ~-A. They sent to me
the next morning, then, to come clown to the peace commissioners' tent.
Q. vYas Captain Jack informed that they would not go to that place
one mile nearer ~-A. Yes, sir; Bogus Charley went in that evening before the murder, rigbt ahead of me, into General O·illem's camp and
staid all night. He staid at my camp, and the next morniug the peace
commissioners decide<l that the,y would not meet Captain Jack: in this
place where he wanted to meet them, and sent a mes:::;age out ~y Bogus
and Boston for them to meet him at the peace commissioners' tent, the
peace tent, and they were gone about an hour; and they came back
again and said that Captain Jack was there with five men.
Q. (Interrupting.) You heard it ~-A. Yes.
Q. J <:tck was to meet them where; he was where ?-A. He was at
the peace-tent.
Q. Captain Jack s·ent back a message then by Bog·us and Boston that
he ,vould meet them at the peace-tent with five men ~-A. Yes, sir; but
they were not armed, and he \'..-anted the peace com missioners to go
without arms.
Q. He sent that message, and you heard it ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. \Vhat advice, if any, did you then give the commissioners ~-A.
1.\ly woman and me went down to the peace commissioners' tent and
she went to Mr. MeaclJam; I saw her myself at the first, though I told
him not to meet them.
.
Q. \Vere you at the peace commissioners' tent when you gave them
this advice ~-A. The peace commissioners' tent in General Gillem's

camp.
Q. Not the large peace-tent ~-A. No; the peace commissioners' tent.
He wanted to know why, and I told him they intended to murder them,
and that they might do it that day if everything was not right; and
my woman went and took hold of Mr. Meacham and told him not to go;
and held on to him and cried. She said" Meacham, don't you go !"-I
heard her say so myself-'' for they might kill you to-day; tlJe,y may
kill all of you to-day;" and Dr. Thomas, he came up and told me that
I ought to put my trust in God; tlJat God .~:\..lmighty would not let any
such body of men be hurt tlJat was on as good a missiou as that. I
told him at the time that he might trust in God, but that I (lidu't trust
any in them Indians.
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Q. Did any of the other commissioners make any reply ?-A. Mr. Meacham said that he knew there was danger, and be believed me, every
word I said, and he believed the woman, and so did Mr. Dyer. He
said he believed it; and be said that he felt like he was going to his
grave. I went then to General Canby and asked him if General Gillem was going out. He said "no." I said, I want. yo.ur commissioners
then to go to General Gillem's tent with me.
Q. Did they go ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was Toby with you ?-A. No, sir; she was not with me then;
she was standing holding her horse.
Q. State what occurred at General Gillem's tent.-A. We went down
with Mr. Meacham, General Canby, Dyer, and Dr. Thomas; and General Canby walked down with us. General Canby did not go into the
tent, but the other three went in; that is, Mr. Dyer, Meacham, and
Dr. Thomas, and I went in to General Gillem and said, "General
Gillem, these men are going out to hold council with them Indians today, and I don't belie,Te it is safe. If there is anything happens to
them, I don't want no blame laid on me hereafter, because I don't think
it is safe for them to go, ami after it is over I don't want nothing laid on
me;" said I, "I am not much afraid of the Indians; but I willg·o before
I will be called a coward."
Q. State what followed then.-A. Well, before we got through the
conversation there, General Gillem-that is, there was not anything
more-and then General Gillem gave a big laugh, and said if the Indians done anything, that he would take care of them, and we started
out, and General Canby and Dr. Thomas started on ahead; Mr. Meacham
and he went to Toby, (my wife,) and asked her if she thought the Indians would kill him, and she said, "I have told you all I can tell you;"
she said, "they may kill yon to-day, and they may not."
Q. You heard this ?-A. Yes. "But," says she, "don't go." By that
time General Oanby and Dr. Thomas bad got some one hundred yards
a head of us. Bogus Charley walked out; General Canby and Dr.
Thomas walked; Mr. Dyer, Meacham, and Toby rode horseback.
The CouRT. Did Bogus Charley walk out with you ?-A. Yes; him
and me were behind.
The JuDGE ADVOCATE. Where was Boston Charley at this time¥A. If I am not mistaken, he was with General Canby and Dr. Thomas.
Q. Did you finally arrive at the peace-tent ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And whom did you find there ?-A. I found Captain Jack, Schonchis, and Black Jim, (Ellen's man,) who is dead, they say, Schacknasty
.J im, and Hooka Jim.
Q. Were there any others ?-A. There were no others; well, Boston,
he \vent out with us, and Bogus Charley; there were eight of them
there.
Q. Eight were there in the party ?-A. In the council; yes, sir.
Q. What took place after you met these Modocs whom you ha-ve
named-between the commissioners and they ~-A. Well, we all sat
down around a little fire we had there, built, I suppose, some 20 or 30
feet from the peace-tent. There was some sage-brush thrown on, and
we were all sitting around the little fire, and General Canby gave them
all a cigar apiece, and they all sat around there and smoked a few minutes, and then they went to talking; General Canby, I think, though I
won't be certain, made the first speech, and told them that he had been
dealing with the Indians for some thirty years, and he had come there
to make peace with them and to talk good; and that whatever he promised to givP, them that he would see that they got; and if they would
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come and go out with him, that he wouid take them to a good country,
and fix them up so that they could live 'like white people.
Q. Did you interpret all of this to the Indians ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. So that they understood it ~-A. Yes, my wife and me did together.
Q. Was that the summary of General Canby's speech ~-A. That was
about the substance of his speech, with the exception that he told them
that be bad a couple of Indian names ; that he had taken Indians on to
a reservation once before, and that they all liked him, and bad given
him a name.
Q. General Canby said that ~-A. Yes. They sat and laughed about
it. I disremember the name now.
Q. Do you know who spoke next ~-A. Mr. Meacham spoke next, and
be told them he had come there to make peace with them ; that their
Great Father from Washington had sent him there to make peace, and
wipe out all of the blood that had been shed, and to take them to some
country where they could have good homes, and be provided with blankets, food, and the like.
Q. That was Mr. Meacham's speech ~-A. Yes, sir. Dr. Thomas, he
said a few words. He said the Great Father had sent him there to make
peace with them, and to wipe out all of the blood that had been shed, and
not to have any more trouble, to move them out of this country herethat is the place where they were stopping.
Q. Mr. Riddle, do you know whetl1er the lava-beds are in the State
of California ~-A. Yes, sir; it is. I could not be certain what the
extent of it is; it may be possible a small portion of it is in Oregon.
Q. How near to the la\a-beds was General Gillem's camp 0?-A. It
was about two miles and a half from Jack's stronghold.
Q. How near to the lava-beds was the peace-tent ~-A. It was right
ou the edge of it.
Q. What distance from General Gillem's quarters or camp ~-A. I
think about three-quarters of a mile.
Q. Did any Modocs reply to those speeches 1-A. Captain Jack, he
spoke.
Q. What did he say; can yon remember ~-A. Yes, I can recollect
some of what be said. He said that he didn't want to leave this country here; that he knew no other country than this; that he didn't waut
to leave here; and that be bad given up Lost River; and he asked for
Cotton wood and Willow Creek; that is over near Fairchild's.
Q. Is Cottou wood Creek the same as Hot Creek ~-A. They are two
different creeks.
Q. What did he mean by giving up Lost River ~-A. He said there
was where the fight had taken place; and that he didn't waut to have
anything more to do there. He said he thought that was what the
fight took place about-that country there; he said the whites wanted it.
Q. What fight do you refer to ~-A. The first fight, where Major
Jackson went down to briug them down on to the reservation; that
was in November, 1872.
Q. Did Captain Jack demand Willow Creek and Cottonwood Creeks~.
A. Yes, sir.
Q. That is, the land around this place ~-A. Yes.
Q. To live on ~-A. Yes, sir; he wanted a reservation there.
Q. Then what was said, or what occurred ~-A. Mr. Meacham, then
he made another speech, and he .told Captain Jack: ''Jack, let us talk
like men, and not like children," and be sort of hit him on the knee or
ihoul<ler-probably hit him on the shoulder once or twice, or tapped
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him-he said, "Let us talk like men, and not talk like children." He
said, "You are a man that has common sense; isn't there any other
place that will do you except Willow Creek and Cottonwood~" And Mr.
Meacham was speaking rather loud, and Scbonchis told him to hushtold him in Indian to bush; that he could ta,lk a straight talk; to let
him talk. Just as Scbonchis said that, Captain Jack rose up and
stepped back, sort of in behind Dyer's horse. I was interpreting for
Schoncbis, and I was not noticing Jack. He stepped a few steps out
to one side, and I seen him put his band in his bosom like-Q. (Interrupting) Did you perceive as soon as you got there that
these men were armeJ f--A. Yes, ~::~ir; I did ; I could see some of them
were.
Q. In what way did you observe that ~-A. I saw these sticking out
of their clothes.
.
Q. You saw what~-A. They were revolvers.
Q. Did Captain Jack at this interview' represent this band ?-A. Yes,
sir.
Q. And these other men listened and appeared to concur ~-A. Yes,
sir.
Q. Were they there as representative~ of the band ~-A. Yes, sir; I
suppose they were.
Q. You say Captain Jack got up and went to the rear, and you saw
him put his hand to his breast ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What then occurred?-A. Well, he stepped back and came right up
in front of General Canby, and said, in Indian, "All ready, boys "-At
we-that is, "All ready," and the cap bursted, and before you could
crack your finger he fired.
Q. You saw this ~-A. Yes, sir; and after the cap bursted, before
you could crack your finger, he fired and struck General Canby under
the eye, and the ball came out here, (showing_,....in the neck, under the
chin.) I jumped and ran then~ and never stopped to lookj back any
more. I saw General Canby fall over, and I expected he was killed,
and I jumped and ran with all my might. I never looked back but
once, and when I looked back Mr. Meacham was down and my woman
was down, and there was an Indian standing over Mr. Meacham and
another Indian standing over her, and some two or three coming up to
Mr. Meacham. Mr. Meaebam was sort of lying down this way, (showing,) and l1ad one of his hands sticking out.
Q. You saw General Canby fall, you say ~-A. Yes, sir.
.
Q. Did be continue to lie where be fell ~-:-A. He was not when they
found him ; he was about thirty or forty yards from there. I did not
see him get up.
.
Q. As soon as Captain Jack fired what then occurred ~-A. They
commenced firing all around. I could not tell who was firing except
Schoncbis here; I seen him firing at Mr. Meacham, but the others were
kind of up in behind me, and they were :firing, and I did not turn around
to look to see who it was. I thought it was warm t.i mes there.
Q. Did any other Indians come up ~-A. Just as the firing commenced
I seen two Indians coming up packing their guns.
Q. What do you mean by ''packing their guns 1"-A. They were carrying them along in their arms.
Q. How many had each man ~-A. I could not tell; it looked like
they bad some two or three apiece.
Q. Can you identify those men ~-A. No, sir, I cannot. I did not
stop to look to see who they were. I saw they were Indians.
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Q. Did you see General Canby at any time afterward ~-.A. Yes, sir ;
I seen him that afternoon.
Q. In what condition was he ~-.A. He was laying in his tent, dead,
with his clothing all taken off of him.
Q. Did you see the wounds ~-.A. I seen only one; yes, I seen two
wounds.
Q. Did you see Dr. Thomas afterward ~-.A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what condition was he ~-.A. He was dead, and lying in his
tent.
Q. Describe the wounds upon bim.-.A. I saw a wound in his head,
and I don't recollect-he was kind of covered over-I don't recollect
whether I seen any other wounds.
Q. You knew it to be his body ?-.A. Yes, sir.
Q. You recognized him ~-Yes, sir.
Q. And you recognized General Oanby~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. v""Vhen yon ran were you not pursued ~-A. Yes, sir; there were
three Indians running after me.
Q. How long was that after the first firing by Captain Jack ~-A. It
wasn't but a few seconds. I guess I must have got some--well, I didn't
turn around to see who it was shooting at me. I could see the dust flying ahead of me from the bullets, and I did not turn around until I had
come one hundred yards or more; then I just turned my head around
and seen three, and just as I turned again one ball came by my ear
here and grazed it a little.
.
Q. You cannot say who those men were that pursued you ~-A. No, I
cannot say only from hearsay.
Q. Did you see Mr. Meacham after the massacre ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. In what condition was be ~-A. Be was pretty badly wounded.
He was shot some two or three times. He bad a shot that went up
across his nose like and came out here, (above and between the eyes.)
He had one of his fingers shot about off, and a wound of one of his
arms; I don't remember which.
Q. Was he in good health when he went to the meeting ~-A. Yes,
sir.
Q. He was not wounded ~-A. No, sir; he was not wounded.
Q. Bad you, during your abode with the commissioners, seen any
hostilities between the United States forces and the Indian forces ~-A.
No, sir; I had not .
. Q. Bad there been a suspension of arms, then, while you were
there ~-.A.. Yes, sir.
Q. There was no fighting going on while you was there ~-.A.. No,
sir.
Q. How long were you there ~-.A.. I went there the 11th of February,
and I left there the 11th of May, I believe.
Q. Was there or not a flag sent out by Captain Jack, inviting this
meeting ~-A. There was no flag sent, just merely men came.
Q. Messengers were sent instead of a flag ~-.A.. Yes, sir.
Q. I understood you to say it was Captain Jack himself who told
you that they would go :five in number, without arms ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. And that they expected the commissioners to do the same ~-.A..
Yes, sir.
The judge-advocate then asked the prisoners severally if they desired to cross-examine the witness, to which they replied in the negative.
Question by the CouRT: Did Bogus Charley or not infer to yon that
the peace com missioners were going to be killed that day ~-.A.. No, sir;
be did not.
0
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Q. He did not repeat to you that he wished you to stand aside,
then ~-A. No, sir; he didn't that day. Bogus Charley ne.v er did.
Q. Didn't I understand you that Bogus Charley had told you that
when he pushed you aside --A. (Interrupting.) No, sir; Hooka Jim.
Q. You say that when Captain Jack went behind the horse he put his
hand in his shirt this way, (showing,) and then he came back up before
General Canby. Did you see a weapon in his hand ~-A. I only saw
him have his hand in his shirt-bosom.
Q. You didn't see him have a pistol ~-A. No, sir; not until he jerked
it out.
Q. Did you see the pistol in his hand at any time ~-A. Yes; I seen
it when the pistol snapped, and I seen it when he fired, and I seen General Canby fall.
Q. When General Canby was making his speech, and said that he bad
dwelt among the Indians for thirty years, did he use that term, "dwelt
among the Indians," or that he had been among the Indians at different
times, for some thirty years, as an officer ~-A. That he had been-the
way he spoke was, that he had been engaged in removing Indians from
different places to reservations ; that he bad moved the Indians; that
the Indians sort of liked him; that they hated to leave the country, but
that he had removed them, and they all liked him afterward; that they
all shook hands with him, and gave him a name. I disremember the
name they gave him.
Q. You used the word " dwelt ;?' you now say he had " been" among
the Indians in different countries acting in the capacit.y of an officer~
.A.. Yes, sir.
Question by judge-advocate. Mr. Riddle, was anything done by the
commissioners, or any one or more of them, to give occasion for this attack upon them at the hands of the Indians ~-A. No, sir; not that I
know of.
Q. Did you see anything ~-A. I saw nothing.
Q. So far as you saw, then, it was without justification ?-A. Yes,
sir; it was without justification.
Question by the CouRT. I would like to inquire if Captain Jack is the
only Indian at the bar of trial that you can actually identify now as having discharged a pistol or gun at the peace commissioners at the time.A. Schonehis, here. I saw him shoot, because he was pretty nigh between Captain Jack and I.
Q. Captain Jack and ·Schon chis are the only two men you can speak
positively of, of your own knowledge ~-A. Yes, sir.
Question by the judge-advocate. Can you say what was the purpose
of the peace commissioners in these meetings with the Indians 7-A.
Well, sir, it was to make peace with tbe Indians and remove them off
to some distant reservation, to keep them from spilling more blood.
Q. To negotiate terms of peace ~-A. Yes, sir; and put them on a
piece of land where they could treat them well.
All of the above questions and answers of this witness were duly interpreted to the prisoners by the interpreters.
ToBY, Riddle's wife, an Indian, called for the prosecution, being duly
sworn, testified as follows :
Question by the judge-advocate. What is your name; is your name
.roby ?-A. Yes.
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Q. Are you the wife of Mr. Riddle here ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were you at the meeting of the peace comrn iss ion ers with Captain
Jack and the others, on the daJ7 of the death of General Canby and the
others ~-A. Yes.
Q. What Indians were there ~-A. Captain Jack, t;chonchis, (Ellen's
man, who js dead,) Black Jim, Hooka Jim, Schacknasty Jim, Boston
Charley, and Bogns Charley.
Q. Did you go down there to that meeting with your husband ~-A.
Yes, sir.
Q. Did you stay there after he went away ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. 'Vhat did you see happen there; what did Oaptain Jack do ?-A.
Captain Jack shot General Canby. The first time Schonchis missed 1\fr.
"Meacham.
.
Q. Did you see Scbonchis :fire at Mr. Meacham ?-A. Yes; and he
missed him the first time.
Q. And then what happened ~-A. Hooka Jim was running after J\1r.
Dyer, and shooting at him.
Q. Did Schon chis :fire twice ?-A. I don't know exactly how many
times he shot; he shot several times, though.
(~. At l\'lr. Meacham ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see Dr. Thomas shot ?-A. Yes.
Q. Who shot him ?-A. Boston Cllarley.
Q. Who fired :first ~-A. Captain Jack.
Q. Then when did the firing begin afterward; immediately or some
time after "? -A. They all commenced :firing right after that, then.
Q. Did any other men join the party 1-A. Yes.
(~. vVhen did they join the party of Indians.
How many of them
joined the party ~-A. I saw three men come up.
Q. Do you see any of them here ?-A. Brancho was one; Lolocksalt,
or Schlolox.
Q. Did anybody strike, or wound, or hurt yon ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. vVho was it ~-A. Schlolox.
(~. vVhat did he do to you '?-A. He hit me across the back.
Q. What with ~-A. A gun.
Q. Did you fall off your horse, or sit on your horse ~-A. I was on the
ground.
·
Q. Did he knock you down ~-A. Yes.
Q. Did you see ~'our husband when he ran away ~-A. Yes.
Q. Did anybody fire at him "? -Yes; I seen three men after him.
Q. Can you say who those three men were~-A. Yes; Brancho,
Shackuasty Jim, and Elleuls man-he is dead.
Q. Tlle other 'men who came up, what did they come up for ?-A. I
didn't see them until they got right up in there.
' Q. Did they have anything in their hands ~-A. They were packing
guns.
'Q, How many guns did each have ?-A. I think they bad three
apiece.
Q. Did Captain Jack do or say anything before he began to fire ~-A.
Captain Jack, when he got ready, said '' atuck."
Q. What does that mean °?-A. '' \Ve are all ready."
Q. Did he get up from his place, or sit where he was when he began
to :fire ?-A. Be got up and went out a little piece from there, and then
came back.
Q. vVl1ere were you when he :fired ~-A. I was sitting or laying down,
rather pretty close, sort of between .Meacham and Hiddle.
Q. Did yon see a pistol in Captain Jack's bands ?-A. Yes, sir.
H. Ex. 122-10
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Did you see him fire it ~-A. Yes, sir.
And did you see a pistol in Sehonchis's hand ~-A. Yes.
Did you see him fire that ~-A. Yes, sir.
Did you think they were going to kill the commissioners that
day ~-A. Yes.
Q. What made you think so ~-A. There was one of the other Indians
told me so.
Q. vVllo told you ~-A. 'W illiam; Whim they call him.
Q. How long before the meeting did Whim tell you this ~-A. It was
about eight or ten days.
Q. What did Whim say to you ~-A. He said not to come back any
more ; to tell the peace com missioners not to meet the Indians auy
more in counsel ; that they were going to kill them.
·
Q. Did you tell General Canby not to go ?-A. I did not tell General
Can by ; I told Meacham and Thomas.
Q. Did Mr. Meacham believe you ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. DiU he say he believed you ?-A. Yes.
Q. Did this Schiolox only strike .J' OU once ~-A. Only once.
Q. Why didn't he strike you more than once 1'? -A. Captain Jack and
another Indian told him to let me alone; Black Jim there, anu J ,tek.
Q. They told Schlolox to let you alone ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was he about to strike you again J? -A. Yes ; he was talking to me
and trying to get the horse.
Q. Did you g;o with your husband the day before the meeting into
Oaptain Jack's camp 1-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you carry a message, or what did you go for ?-A. I and lie
went in and took in a message from the peace commissioners; a written
message.
Q. To whom ~-A. To Captain Jack.
Q. Wllat did Captain Jack say; did yon hear him ~-A. Yes.
Q. vvhat did he say '~--A. Jack said he was tired, and he didn't understand no papers. He didn't talk with any papers.
Q. What did Captain Jack say about a meeting; about tbe terms of
a meeting ~-A. He said that the old men made it up with him to have
a meeting; at th'is side of the place Riddle spoke of.
Q. How many men were to go there ~-A. Five men were to go there.
Q. Did be say anything about pistols, guns, or weapons ~-A. He
said he wouid not take any, and did not want the peace commissioners
to take any.
Q. Did you go down from the peace commissioners' tent to the peace
tent the day of tlle meetiug and the murder ?-A. Yes.
Q. Who did :you go with ?-A. I went along with Riddle, Dyer, and
Mr. Meacham.
Q. How near to General Canby was Captain Jack wllen he fired ?-A.
He was right close to him.
Q. .A.s near as you to me ?-.A.. Yes, sir; (about 5 feet.)
Q. Was there a fire there burning ?-A. There was a little fire there.
Q. How did they sit in reference to the fire. Did they sit away from
or around it ?-A. The fire had all gone out pretty nigh, and they
were sitting pretty nigh the fire, most of them.
Q. How did Captain Jack fire; across the fire or over it, or sideways?
A. It was out oue side of the fire ; General Canlly was sitting one side
of the fire, and Captain Jack walked around.
Q. Where did these two men, Sloluck and Brancho, come from when
they came ~-A. 'rhey came up from behind a kind of ridge of rucks
Q.
Q.
Q.
Q.
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about one hundred yards or such a matter from where the peace tent
was.
Q. Had they been hiding behind there ~-A. Yes ; I guess they had
been bid there.
Q. Did you see them at first '-vhen yon went to the meeting 1-A. No;
I didn't see them.
q. "\\There did you go after the deaths; after the firing ?-A. I went
back to the camp then.
Q. You walkeU "back ~-A. Y m~, sir ; I was leading the horse.
Q. What became of Uaptain Jack and the rest of the Indians ~-A.
They all went back to Captain .J aek's stronghold.
Q. Did they offer to do you any more harm ~-A. No; they didn't
offer to touch me a11y more.
Q. vVhat was done with the bodies of Dr. Thomas and General
Canby ~-A. They stripped their clothes off of them.
• Q,. Did ;you see them do that ~-A. I seen them strip Dr. Thomas. I
saw Steamboat Frank taking Dr. Thoma~'s coat. Steam boat Frank was
one of the three that came up.
Q. Who were the three men that came up from behind the rocks~
A. Steamboat Frank, Sloluck, aud Brancho. There were more back
there, but I didn't see them. 1 only know from what the Indians say.
The above questions and answers were duly interpreted to the prisoners by the sworn interpreter-Riddle.
The judge-ad vocate then asked the prisoners severally if they desired to cross examine the witness, to which they replied in the negative.
The comrnission.had no question to put to the witness.

L. S. DYER, a citizen, called for the prosecution, being duly sworu,
testified as follows:
Question by the judge-advocate: State your name.-Answer. L S.
Dyer.·
Q. ~That is ~·our business ~-A. I am a Uuited States Indian agent.
Q. Of the Klamath agency ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Does that include the l\'Iodocs 1-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you recognize the prisoners at the bar ~-A. I do.
Q. Do you recognize them all "?-A. No, sir.
Q. \Vho is that one with a handkerchief on his bead ~-Captain Jack.
Q. Who is the next one this way ~-A. John Schon chis.
Q. And this one ~-A. Boston; sometimes called Boston Charley.
Q. You know tbem to be Modocs ~-A. That is what I understand
them to be; yes, sir.
Q. Did you occupy tbe position of peace commissioner ~-A. I did.
Q. In negotiation with the Modoc ba.nd ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. By wha.t appointment did you hold the position "1-A. I have never
received a commission. I received a telegram from Thomas Benton
Odeneal, informing me that I was appointed by, I won't say whether the
Secretary of the Interior or of Indian Affairs.
Q. Were you appointed by some official in \Vashington ~-A. Yes.
That telegram is lost.
Q. Youuever received a written commission ~-A. No, sir. I receiYed
a telegraphic dispatch from Superintendent Odeneal stating that I was
appointed on the commission to treat with the Modocs, and requesting
me to report the same immediately to headquarters.
Q. Were you recognized as such by the other commissioners ~-A. I
was.
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Q. \Yllat otlier reasons, if any, have you for supposing that that telegram was correct; have you been recognized as such in any other way!
-A. Y cs, sir.
Q. Please state it.-A. At the time after the massacre I telegraphed
to the Commissioner of Indian Aff<iirs, stating the circumstance~ of the
massacre, &c., signing myself as commissioner, and I received an answer as commissioner from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Q. Can you tell wlletller Dr. Thoma~ recei,ed a written commission
or simply a telegraphic notice ~-A. He received a telegraphic appointment; 110 commission.
Q. \Vas that true of :1\lr. Meacham ?-A. I cannot say as to that.
Q. You \Tere recognized as a peace commissioner officially by telegraphic rues:::;ages ~-A. I cannot say as to Dr. Thomas. I was myself.
Q. And Mr. Meacham '? -A. l\ir. Meacham I know \Vas recognized
such.
Q. Did you enter upon any negotiations of peace with the .Modoc
baud f-A. \Ve did.
Q. "\Vith tlteir representatives ?-A. YeH.
(~. vVhom or what tlid yon represent at snch negotiations '? -A.. We
represented the United States; that is my understanding of the matter.
Q. When was the last meeting with the .Modoc tribe "? -A. On tlle
lltll of April, 1873.
Q. Did tbey apply for a meeting or had an application for one been
made by the commissioner? State the facts in regard to that.-A. This
last meeting?
Q. Commencing from your connection with the peace commissioners;
soou after or about tlw time General Gillem moved up tllere ?-A. We
sought an inteiTimv with the commission.
Q. llow long- before tbe 11th of April ?-A. I cannot give the dates.
Something more than a week, I think; perhaps ten days. That is according to my memory. 1 have not the statistics at all, and I have not
the dates at all. It was a day or two after General Gillem moved oyer
to the lava- beds.
Q. \Vas that the first meeting you bad with them ?-A. That was the
first meeting we bad with them. Well, we had s~en some of them before. It was the first meeting we had. with what we considered the
leaders of the 1\lo<loc band.
Q. Did you have a meeting of the whole of the commissioners with Captain Jack soon after General Gillem moved over "? -A. Yes. Boston
and some others had been over to the camp at Van Bremer's before
that, some time about the last of March.
Q. At that time, on the lltb, who were the Indians that you met?A. I cannot give them all. The first meeting after arriviug at Tule
Lake we met Captain Jack, Schonchis, Scarfaced Uharley, aud Boston,
and there were se,Teral others. I have forgotten them, some of them.
Q. After that, did you receive any notice of danger or caution '?-A.
We did.
Q. State it, if you please.-A. Mr. Riddle told us-told me; I tliink the
rest of the commission-Q. (Interrupting.) Who is Riddle ?-A. He was acting as interpreter.
Riddle said that his wife, Toby, as she was called, said that she was
warned by an Indian.
Q. Did Toby herself warn you ?-A. I think I did not hear Toby say
so.
Q. The interpreter cautioned you, then, at any rate ?-.A. Yes, sir.
Q. You must not testi(y to what anybody else said, unless they said
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it to you. You say you did receive caution ~-A. Yes, we receh·ed
cantion.
Q. \Vhat was the character of the caution ; please state that ?-A.
That the 1\Iodocs meant to kill us.
Q. \Vas that after your firRt meeting?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Before the meeting of the 11th of April ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. \Yhat was the result of that first meeting-; did it result in some
agreement or nothiug ~-A. There was very little. A portion of the
commission thought that the prospect was favorable. Some little concessions ·w ere made on the part of the 2\fodom;, and a portion of the commission thought that the prospect was rather favorable for further
coneeRsion.
.
Q. Then was there any request made for another meeting b.v either
party shortly after the first oue ~-A. Yf's, sir; ·an arrangemellt w~\s
made.
(~. \Vbo made the request, the commissioners or the Modocs ?-A.
The commission applied for a meeting, I think.
Q. \Vbo "·ere members of that commission ?-A. 1\Ir. :Meacham, as
chairman, Dr. Thomas, and myself and Judge ~~oseborough.
Q. Did that meeting take place ?-A. A meeting took place.
Q. Did yon go to it ?-A. No, sir; the next meeting did not take place,
I think. I may be in error as to datf's, but a meeting was sought, and a
place appointed by the lVIodocs for the meeting that they did. not deem
it ad vi~ahle to go to.
Q. That was another meeting; that was still a thirrl meeting. IIow
many meetings did ~Ton llave with the 1\Iodocs ?-A. We bad three.
(~. Who suggested the third meeting, then 'f -A. There was a. meeting
suggested in wllich but one of the eommi~siouers was requested to be
present, Mr. 1\Ieacham, and Judge Rosborough, tw·o; no others. That
meeting was requested by the Modocs.
Q. Did that meeting take place "?-A. That meeting took place; yes,
sir.
Q. Dirl you go ~-A. As I understood it we were requesting a meeting, and they sent word that they would like to meet the commission,
or wonld like to meet Judge l{osborough and Fairchilds; and would
like to have l\Ir. l\leacham go to hear what they bad to say, but they
didn't wi8h him to talk. I wish to correct myself. \Ve were negotiating
for meetings with those Indians, and at one time-whether it was after
the secmHl meeting, or after and next to the first meeting-a place was
appointed by them where they would meet us, and we did not deem it
advisable to go there.
Q. \Vhat place was that ~-A. I really cannot tell whether that was
after the first meeting or after the second meeting.
(~. You had three meetings ?-A. A portion of the commission had
three meetings.
Q. \Yhich was the meeting at whi.ch General Canby and Dr. Thomas
were killed ?-A. That was the third meeting ; at the second meetiug
there were only two of the commissioners present.
(~. Then I understand you to say the Indians proposed a place which
you thought unadvisable to go to ~-A. I cannot say whether it was
before this second meeting or afterward. I have not the dates clearly
iu roy mind.
Q.' Where was the place that they proposed ?-A. It was under a
bluff of rocks.
Q. Nearer the lava-beds, or farther from them ?-A. It was nearer the
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lava-beds than we had ever met them, perhaps half or two-thirds of
the way from the camp to the lava-heds, under a large bluff of rocks.
Q. vVhy did you think it was unadvisable to go there ~-A.. I thought
it was unadvisable because we had been warned of danger, and we
thought that that indicated that they did mean treachery; taking us
away off there where we would be entirely in their hands, and where as
many of them could gather together as chose.
Q. vVho warned yon ~-A. Ridule warned us that there was danger.
He warned me.
Q.. \Vbat were the terms proposed for that meeting; how many men
were to go; and were they to go armed or uuarmell ~ State the facts
in a detailed form, if you can. What was the proposition an<l the terms
made for this third meeting that you thought it unad ,·isable to go to~
vVere the Modocs to be armed or unarmed ~-A. Armed; five nwn. I
think they agreed to meet us equal numbers-five of us and five of
them. I would not state this as positive; but if I recollect aright we
were five of us to meet five of them armed.
Q. You think the Modocs proposed to meet you armed ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are you sure of that ~-A. I think I am sure of it.
Q. Who brought these terms over to you~ How did you become
acqnainted with those terms ?-A. I will not be sure; I think it was
through Boston. I am not sure of it. These things I have not kept in
my mind at all.
Q. Now, let us go the meeting on the 11th of April, when General
Canby was killed. Let us get the facts of that. What arrangements
were entered into for a meefing ~ Who undertook them ~-A. Boston.
Q. And anybody else~ Go on.-A. Boston came in that morning to
the c.amp early, and told us that Captain Jack would meet us at the
tent.
Q. Did he state the terms ?-A. Unarmed.
Q. How many on each side ~-A. That they wonld meet five of us
and five of them. I am not sure whether the:v said. five beside Boston
and Charley, who were then in camp. I canriot say positively whet,her
there was to be five besides them or five including Boston and Bogus
Charley, who were in camp.
Q. vVhat was the purpose of this meeting ~-A. It was to come to
some conclusion ; that was the understanding.
Q. A conclusion on what subject ?-A. With regard to what the Mo·
docs would do, or were willing to do, on tbe subject of peace.
Q. Did you receive any warning on that day that there was any danger 0?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know whether some of the other com1.nissioners received
any warning ~-A. I don't know that they did; that is, any positive
warning that there was danger particularly on that day.
Q. I don't ask particularly on that day. Did you receive any notice
on that day that there might be danger on that day u?-A. Yes, sir. I
think it might be considered as a warning there might be danger on
t,hat dav.
Q. Before deciding to go on that meeting did you go anywhere, and
if so, where ~-A. Not before deciding to go.
Q. Before going did you go anywhere else ~-A. Before going, Mr.
Riddle, our interpreter, requested us to go to General Gillem's tent with
him.
Q. For what purpose~ State. in fulL-A. After he got there be told
General Gillem in our hearing-a portion of us; General Can by did not
go into the tent-he told us that he wished General Gillem; the idea
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was tbiR, that be wished General Gillem to understand that be had
w·arned us that there was uanger; that be didn't know that there was
danger that da.v; but he was satisfied that there was danger, and he
wislted General Gillem to understand that he bad warned us of that
danger so that be would stand dear of aU tron ble; lle stated that he
thought tllere was danger, but didn't know whether tllere was uanger
that day or not; but he wished. it understood that he had warned us
that th<.'re was danger, and it might be that day.
Cl Now, 1\Ir. Dyer, who Rtarted first, or did yon all go together down
to this meeting from General Gillem's tent '~-A. Dr. Tllomas aud General Canby started ahead., and _ll.fr. Meacham, myself, and the interpreters followed.
Q. Bow far apart ~-A. I think they had got perhaps one hunured
and fifty ;yards.
Q. \\ras 1\lr..Meacham inclined to be reluctant about going, or disposed. to doubt the truth of the warnings '~-A. Reluctant.
Q. vVcre you also reluctant ~-A. Yes.
Q. \.Vhy, then, did yon two go 1-A. I can't answer for 1\fr. l\ieacham.
Q. For yourself.-A. I tbougllt tltat if I didn't ~;o, and there was
trouble, I would be blamed, perhaps considered a coward, and I llad
rather take the ch<tnces with the rest of them.
Q. \Vhen you got to the peace tent, whom did you find there ?-A. \Ye
found Captrtin Jack, Schouchis, Hooker Jim, Black Jim; Boston and
Bogus went with us; and there were two others. I may be mistaken
in tlleir names, bnt if I recollect aright the other two were Ellen's man
and Shacknasty Jim.
Q. How many did you expect to find ~-.A. I expected to find fi\Te.
Q. How many were there ?-A. Eight in ~t1l.
Q. \Vhat occurred then ~-A. 'Ve talked, shook hands all around.
Q. And smoked 1-A. I don't remember.
(~. Where did you take your seat ?--A. At first very near Captain
Jack and Schonchis, a little one side and behind.
Q. Could you see anything peculiar in their appearance, anything
suggesting danger )?-A. I saw they both had pistols under their coats ;
their coats stuck out, and 1 supposed they had re\·ol vers.
Q. The agreement was they should go unarmed ?-A. Yes.
(~. And you saw what you took to be revolvers under their coats ?-A.
Yes.
Q. And the same appearance in the other men ~-A. I uidn't look at
the others particularly ; I didn't determine that.
Q. How loug did you llave this conversation ?-A. I would like to
state that I changed position after we had talked a few moments. A
gentleman, :Mr. Clark, made his appearance-following us up, in fact,
quite a distance back-and the Indians seemed dissatisfied that there
should be any other person near or in sight; and. by 1\Ir. l\Ieacham's request I went back and requ<->sted him to go back to camp) and then I
returned and stopped a little back from where l was before, and did not
go into the circle. I sat a little reclined on the ground, a little back,
llolding my horse.
Q. Did Captain Jack keep his position all the time ~-A.. Until we
had talked perllaps au hour, and then he got up and said he must go
back and. (in a vulgar way) attend to the calls of nature.
Q. And then did he go back J? -A. Yes.
Q. And what then~ Give a detail of the affair; a picture of it ?-A.
Scllonchis was talking. It was while Schonchis was talking that Jack
went back. He returned in a few moments, aud as he approached the
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circle, a stt'p perhaps or two, a \ery few feet from where he bad been
bitting:, he s11apped a cap; snapped Lis pistol.
Q. You saw the pistol ?-A. I did. He said about the same time, "Attuck," or words similar; me~ming, I mHlerstand, "all ready" or "now;''
something of that nature.
Q. lie snapped a cap, and what else happened ~-A. I looked up tLe
instant I Leard the cap snap, and saw he was aiming his pistol at General Canby; I thiuk he was. \\'hen I first threw my head up be had 11ot
taken it, the pistol, from snapping the cap; then be cocked it immediately.
Q. Did you see General Canby at this time 1-A. No, sir. It was in
General Canby's direction I had seen him.
Q. But you did not look at him at that moment ?-A. I did not.
(.J. Did you see Jack aim at him ?-A. Yes, at where be was sitting,
as near as I could judge. Then I sprang up to run, and at just about the
instant I sprang his pistol went off.
Q. Wh'at else did you see, if anything ?-A. I saw nothing more of
wLat they were doing until I had ran about 150 yards.
Q. \Vere you chased ~-A. Yes.
Q. Did you stop and look around ?-A. Yes, I hearrl some one after
me, aiHl had heard shooting and balls whistling about me, and I supposed it was one of the Indians, aud I turned about and faced him.
Q. Could you see who it was ?-A. Yes, llooka Jim.
Q. How soon after the cap snapping did the ph:tol go off?-A. In a
very few seconds, perhaps two or three. He cocked his pistol and fired
again.
Q. \Vas there more firing after that ~-A. Yes, a good deal.
(.J. What iuterYal occurred between the firing at General Canby and
the other :fi;'ing· which followed ?-A. It was very near together.
Q. Do yon mean almost simultaneous 1-A. Yes, almost, perhaps a
few seconds' interval.
Q. This peace commission interview on the 11th April, did it take
place during a cessation of arms ~-A. Ye~.
Q. Was there no :fighting at, that time ?-A. No.
Q. HaYe you ever seen any fighting since you have been a peace
commissioner ?-A. I had not before this.
Q. llave you any gronnds of learning by whom this 1\-lodoc band was
commanded in the lava-beds ?-A. By Uaptain Jack.
Q. Did this party represent tlle Modoc band "?-Yes, they were the
leaders, perhaps not all of them, but a portiou of the leaders.
Q. General Canby, yourself, Mr. Meacham, and Dr. Thomas represented what ?-A. 'l'he United States.
(.J. Were you injured on the 11th April? Did you receive any personal iujury ?-A. No.
Q. Heceived no wounds ?-A. None.
Q. Have you any doubt the intent was to wound and ~ill you ?-A. I
judge so.
Q. You so judge from the pistol-balls flying about you ?-A. Yes.
Q. Do you know Mr. Odeneal ?-A. Yes.
Q. What position does he hold here ?-A. Up to J nne 30, 1873, he
was superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon.
Q. Who holds the position now ?-A. I don't know. I understand the
superintendencs for Oregon bas been done away with.
(~. Have you ever seen a treaty between the United States and the
Modocs ?-.A. I have.
Q. Have you it in your posssssion ?-A. I have.
0
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Q. Have you read it ?-A. Yes.
Q. What is the provision in reference to the 1\Iodocs and the reservation set apart for them ~-A. The provision is-I cannot give all the
particulars-that they shall reside on the reservation.
Q. IIau this party of 1\Iollocs hea(led by Uaptain Jack adhered to
that agreementt-A. ~-\.ccording to my understanding they had not,
this party.
Q. How long have they been in disobedience ~-A. A portion e\er
since the treaty was framed, a8 I understand it; they have been brought
upon the reservation and ran away.
Q. \Vho was superintendent before Odeneal ~-. ..\_.A.
.
B. l\Ieacham.
Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether l\1:r. Meacham had
ever tried to return them to the reservation ?-A. Yes, he had.
Q. Often, more than once ~-A. Once he brought them back.
Q. \Vhat fol1owed on that ~-A. They remained through the winter,
until they could get a good living off the reservation, and then ran
away.
Q. Did you see the body of General Canby dead ~-Yes.
Q. Hecognzie it ?-A. Yes.
Q. And of Dr. Thomas f-A. Yes.
Q. And knew it also ?-A. Yes.
Q. \Vhat position did General Canby occupy toward the peace commission. I mean was he one of them "?-A. The commission did not
understand it exactly so. They diu not understand that lJe was a member of the commission, but that be bad a superYision of the action of
the commission, aud they were expected always to act by his advice
and were never contrary to it-in accord with him by his advice and
in conjunction with him.
The prisoners, on being severally asked if they desired to put any
questions to the witness, answered in the negath'e.
Question by commission. After :vou were warned of the dangPr in
meeting those leading men of the Mo<.locs, was it your sense of duty as
a commissioner that took you there, or fear that you would be known
in the world as a coward if you had not gone ?-A. Both. I feared
that if I didn't go, or if l\Ieacham and I didn't go, the commission would
be a failure, and there might be a failure through our not going; that
was one reason. Another way was that we would also be branded
as coward, and it would be generally understood that the commission
failed becanse of our cowardice; it was both of these.
Question by commission. I understood you to say that Superintendent
l\ieacbam got these Modocs back into the reservation once or twice before ?-A. Once before.
Question by commission. With or without the assistance of the military 1-A. He had. a few soldiers. I only know this from the records
and reports in the office.
The foregoing questions and answers were all duly interpreted to the
prisoners.
The commission thereupon adjourned to meet on l\fonday next, the
7th instant, at 10 a. m.
H. P. CURTIS,
J1ldge-Advocate of Commission.
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THIRD DAY.
FORT KLAMATH, OREGON,
JuJy 7, 1873.
The commission met pursuant to adjournmeQ.t.
Present, all the members named in the order, the jndge-advocate, and
the prisoners.
.
The proceedings of the previous session were read and approved.
SHACKNASTY JIM, a Modoc Indian, a witness for the prosecution,
having been first cautioned by the judge-ad vocate of the punishment of
false swearing, was then duly sworn.
Question by judge-advocate. What is your name 1?-Answer. Shacknasty Jim.
Q. Do ,you remember when General Canby was killed ?-A. Yes; I
know.
Q. Were you present ?-A. Yes.
Q. Did you know that he and the commissioners were to be killed?..._~.Yes.

Q. How did you know it ?-A. They had a talk at night.
Q. When was this talk? How long before ?-A. ~rhe evening before.
Q. Who talked ?-A. Most of the Indians; the two chiefs were
talking.
Q. What two chiefs ?-A. Captain Jack ~tnd Schonchis.
Q. Did you hear them state the.v meant to kill them "? -A. I didn't
hear them say they were going to kill them.
Q. "\Yhat did you hear them say ?-A. I heard them talking about killing the commissioners; that is all I heard them say. I didn~t hear them
say who was going to do it.
Q. How 1ong before the meeting of the peace commissioners when
General Canby was killed was this talk ?-A. I almost forget. I don't
want to lie. I ha,ye forgotten how many days it was.
Q. \V hat Indians were at that meeting of April 11, when General
Canby was shot ?-A. Schoncbis, Captain Jack, Ellen's man, (dead.) I
was there and Black Jim, Boston, Bogus Charley, and Hooker Jim ;
there were eight.
Q. Did any come up afterward ?-A. After they began shooting,
Barncho and Slolluck and Steamboat Frank and Scar-faced Charley.
Steamboat and Scar.face were still in behind the other two after the
firing .bad commenced, or was about over.
Q. Did Slolluck and Barncho have anything in their hands ~- . .t\...
Packing guns.
Q. Did you see anything done ?-A. Yes; I saw Captain Jack shoot
General Uan by.
,
Q. Did any one else shoot General Canby ?-A. Ellen's man, after
Jack had shot him, shot him once.
Q. Did Schonchis take any part ?-A. He shot at Meacham.
Q. What did Barncho do, if anything ?-A. He ran Riddle, and was
shooting after him.
Q. What did you do yourself?-A. I was running after Riddle.
Q. Who told yon there was to be killing ~-A. I heard them talking
about it.
The judge-advocate then asked each of the prisoHers if he wished to
examine the witness, to which they severally replied in the negative.
Question by commissioner. I would like to inquire what Boston did
at the time of the firing ?-A. He sllot Dr. Thomas.
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Question hy commissioner. And Black .Tim ?-A. He was after 1\feacham.
Q. Di<l you see Black Jim discharge his pistol or gun ?-_._1\, Yes ; I
saw him fire.
Q. Did you see Slollnck do anything ~-A. I saw him close to the
~oman Toby. But the tent was sort between them and me, aud I diuu't
see what they done. But he was there among them.
·
Question b.Y judge-ad vocate. Diu you hear Captain Jack say anything
before the tieing ?-A. I ~as off a good ways from him, and didn't hear
him S<ty an;rtlJiug. I was laying down on my blanket when the firing
commeuced.
STEAMBOAT FRANK, a :Modoc witness for the prosecution, duly sworn,
being duly warned against the consequences of pmjury.
Question by judge-ad vocate. vVhat is your name 1-Answer. I am called
Steamboat Frank.
Q. \Veee you present at the deat.h of General Canby ?-A. Yes.
Q. How did you get there 1-A. I was about as far ::ts from here to
the end of the stables (about four .hundred yards) when the firing commenced.
Q. Whom, if any one, were you with there ~-A. With Scar-faced
Charley.
Q. Who else1-A. No one.
Q. Did you see Barncho ?-A. I seen him before they started in
there.
Q. Any one else ?-A. I seen another, an old man, who has no
English name.
Q. Did you ha-ve anything with yon when you came up ?-A. I had
my gun.
Q. Did yon know that the death was determined on ?-A. I knew
they were going to kill the peace commissioners.
Q. Bow ditl you know it ~-A. I heard the Indians talking about
the killing of General Canby.
Q. What Indians ?-A. Captain Jack and Schonchis talking about it.
Q. Who proposed it ~-A. Captain Jack.
Q. When diu you hear this f-A. The day before and that evening I
heard them.
Q. llo'v did yon come behind the rocks ~-A. I was laying there and
was not doing anything.
Q. vVhy tlid you go there ~-A. I wanted to see if they would kill
General Can by.
Q. Did you go of your own accord ~-A. Captain Jack told me to
come there.
Q. Did you shoot anybody ?-A. No, sir.
The prisoners being severally asked if they desired to examine this
witness, answered in the negative.
The commission had no questions to ask.
L. S. DYER re-examined by the judge-advocate.
Question. You stated yesterday you had the treaty of the United
States with l\fodocs in your possession ~-Answer. Yes.
Q. Do you wish to correct your testimony ?-A. I do.
Q. In what ?-A. I wish to say that I have what I suppose to be a
copy of tbat treaty. I supposed ·when giving my testimony before that
it was the original, as it says on the article "original treaty," &c.
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Q. Do you know it to be a correct copy~ -A. On close examination
I find it is not the original, but that I take it to be a copy. I don't know
that it is a copy.
Q. You stated Saturday, at the last session, that by the treaty the
commission had no right to return the Modocs to their res ervation~
A. I certainly do.
Q. Can you testify as positively to that now, finding the treaty to be
as you say, as you could then "?-A. If this is a correct copy of the
treaty I can, otherwise I cari not.
·Question by commission. By whom is your copy of the treaty authenticated as a true copy ~-A. It is not authenticated as a copy.
The judge-advocate stated to the commission that at the last session
.he had alluded to the treaty in question inadvertently and irrelevantl;y;
but llaving done so, he had intended to attach to the record a verified
copy of it, but finding that Mr. Dyer has no verified copy, and that it
is not the original which he has, it was impossible for him to do so. He
regards it, however, as unnecessary, as the whole subject, is irrelevant
to the issue before the commission.
Question by judge-advocate. Do you know Rev. Dr. Thomas's Christian name "? -A. I have seen it given as Eleazen.
Q. You are a citizen of the United States 1-A. Yes.
The foregoing having been fully interpreted to the prisoners,
The judge-advocate now called BoGus CHARLEY as witness for the
prosecution, who, being first cautioned of the consequence of perjur.r,
was duly sworn, and testified as follows:
Question by judge-advocate. What is your name as commonly called~
-Answer. Bogus Charley.
Q. 'Vere you present at the death of General Can by ~-A. Yes.
Q. Did you know he and the others were to be killed '? -A. I didn't
know it at that time.
Q. \Vhat do you mean by that ~-A. I didn't know they were going
to kill them.
Q. Do you mean on that particular da~~-A. I had heard them talk
a little, but never heard t.hem say but very ~ittle about it.
Q. Whom do you mean by them ?-A. I beard Captain Jack talking
a little about it, and Schonehis.
Q. Did anybody else tell you ?-A. Whim, or William, told me.
Q. What did he tell you "? -A. He told me the.v were going to kill
them men-the commissiOners-while they were talking good talk.
The judge-advocate then asked each prisoner, successively, if be desired to cross-examine the witness; to which they severally answered
in the negative.
Question by judge-advocate. Have you had any quarrel with Jack~
-A. I had a quarrel with Captain Jack at the Dry Lake, south of the
lava-bed.
·
Q. Do you now like or dislike him ~-A. I don't like him very well
now.
The commission had no questions to offer.
HoOKER Jnvr, a Modoc, a witness for the prosecution; and firRt cautioned of the consequence and punishment for perjury, duly sworn.
Question. What is your English name ?-Answer. Rocker Jim.
Q. Were ~rou present when General Canby was killed f-A. I was.
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Q. Diu yon know he and. the commissioners were to be killed. ?-A.
I did.
Q. Are you now a friend to Captain Jack ?-A. I have been a friend
of Captain Jack, lmt I don't know what he got mad at me for.
Q. Ilave you ever had a quarrel or fight with .him ?-A. I bad a
quarrel and a little fight with him over to Dry Lake, beyond the lavabed.
Q. IIow did yon know the commissioners were going to be killed?A. Captaill .Jack and Schoucbis-I heard them talking about it.
Q. \Vhere \Vere they when you heard them ?-A. At Captain Jackis
bouse.
Question by commission. vVhat part were you detailed to take in it,
if any, in mnrdering the commissioners ~-A. I ran Dyer and shot at
l.tim.
Question by commission. Had you agreed to kill one of the parties
before the attack ?-A. I said I would kill one if I could.
Question by judge-advocate. Do yon like Captain Jack now or dislike
him ?-..t\... I don't like him very well now.
The jndge-<Hlvocate then asked each one of the prisoners, successively, if they desired to cross-examine this witness, to \vhich tlle_y replied
in tl1C negati ,.e.
1

'VILLIA~r, (\VnrM,) Mo<loc, called for' the prosecution, and warned
against the penalties of perjury, was then duly sworn.
(~ueRtion by judge-advocate. What is your name ?-A_nswer. 'Yhim,
or \Villiam.
Q. vVere you with tlie 1\iodoc Indians in the lava-bed '? -A. Y er-;.
Q. Do you remember when General Canby was killed ?--A. Yes, I
know that tlley went to kill him.
(-~. Did ~·on kuow that he was going to be killed ?-A. Yes, I knew
tlwy were going to kill him.
Q. Did you know t,b ey were going to kill the peace commissioners?A. Yes.
Q. \Yere you at the killing?-A. No, I didn't go.
Q. How did you know they were going to kill them ~-A. I heard
Jack au<l Schon chis talking about it.
Q. Any one else J?-A. That is all that I heard say anything about it.
Q. How long wa·s tlJis before the killing ~-A. I don't know exactly,
but it was eight or ten daJ'S.
Q. Did ;ron speak to anybody about it ?-A. Yer-;, I tolfl about it.
Q. Whon1 ~-A. 1 told this woman hl.-'re, (Toby Hiddle's wife.)
(~. vVllat Jid yoa tell her ?-A. I told her to tell the peace commissimJCrs not to come, that I did not want to see them killed.
The judge-advocate then asked each prisoner, successively, if he desired to cross examine this witne~s; each answered in the negatiYe.
The commission desired to put no questions.

A. B. 1\IEACHAM, citizen, called for the prosecution, duly sworn, testified as follows :
Qnestion by jndge-advocate. Wlmt is your name ?-Answer. Alfred
B. Meacham.
Q. Are yon a citizen of the United States ?~A. I am.
Q. vVhat position did yon hold in connection with the late war with
the 1\Iodocs J?-A. I was appointed by Secretary Delano as chairman of
tbe peace commissioners, as special commissioner.

t
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Q. At the time of the event now in course of investigation, who were
your associates, if any ~-A Dr. Eleazer Thomas, of Petaluma, Cal.,
and Leroy S. Dyer, agent at Klamath, were the only associates present
who were members of the commission.
Q. vVhat position did General Canby hold ~-A. As an adviser and
counselor.
Q. Was General Canby in receipt of instructions from Washington,
in reference to this matter, to your knowledge ~-A. Yes.
Q. And you were directed to consult with him "?-A. Yes, to consult
and advise, and, as far as possible, to co-operate with him.
Q. Do you recognize any of the prisoners ~-A. I do.
Q. 'Whom of them ~-A. Captain Jack, Schonchis, John, and Boston.
I am not sure of the names of tile others. I recognize the faces of two
others there, but am not sure of their names.
Q. Was Dr. 'l'homas a citizen of the United States ~-A. He waR.
Q. Whom or what did you represent, the commissioners I mean, in
your negotiations with the .Modocs ~-A. I understood that we were
representing the Interior Department of the Government; representing
the Government of the United States through the Interior Department.
Q. Did yon have meetings with the Indians in April last ?-A. Yes.
Q. On what days "?-A. We had two in April; the first was on the 3d,
if my memory is correct; the second official meeting was on the 11th.
Q. \Vas that the last? -A_, That was the last.
Q. When you met these prisoners on the 11th April did you meet
them as representatives of the Modoc band ~-A. Yes.
Q. What was the purpose of that meeting ~-A. To arrange the
details of their surrender, to a peaceful end, as I understood.
Q. To bring the matter to a peaceful end ~-A. Yes.
(,J. Now will you state the circumstances which preceded and led to
the meeting of the 11th April ?-A. · Do you desire me to state the
arrangement for the meeting and its history, or simply the meeting
itself"?
Q. 'flle history of the arrangements for the meeting, and all the events
connected with the homicide, not going back too far.-A. After the first
meeting of the 3d April there seemed to have been some difficulty
about securing a second meeting. On the 6th April I met all of these ·
men, and one or two others, I think, in an unofficial way, at the council·
tent, but made no positive arrangements for a subsequent meeting; failed
to do it. On perhaps the 7th, Mrs. Riddle, who was employed as interpreter, was sent as messenger to Jack's camp to make an effort to
secure a meeting, and came back saying that, no meeting could be
safely had, that assassination had been determined on, and she bad been
so notified. This fact she did not communicate to the board directly,
though she did to me through her husband. I laid the fact before the
board myself. On the 8th Boston Charley-Boston as he is commonly
called-came into camp, as a messenger from Jack's camp, proposing a
meetin~
·
Q. What were the terms of this proposed meeting ~-A. He made
four propositions; the first, to meet them near tl aek's stronghold, to
come five men, and armed if we chose, designating who the men should
be, to consist of General Canby, General Gillem, Dr. 'rhomas, Mr. Dyer,
and myself; if we elected so to do, to bring arms. The alternative
was that they would then meet us next day at the council-tent. That
was the first proposition.
Q. Yon said there were four propositions ; you have stated two.-A.

I
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I intended to state but one, bnt I have really stated two, but not regularly.
Q. Please go on.-A. That proposition, then, was refused. Then, as
a further inducement, that if we would meet them on the first terms
proposed, near Captain Jack's camp, that they would meet us the next
day at the headquarters, General Gillem's camp. That was the second
proposition.
Q. vVere those terms accepted ?-A. Neither one of those terms were
accepted. Then Boston stated that Captain Jack said : "Yon meet us
at the council-tent to-morrow, and next day we will meet you in the
headqnarters." That was the third proposition.
Q. v\"'"as any mention made about arms or numbers ~-A. On the first
two propositions we were to meet armed, if we chose. The proposition
at the council-tent did not suggest that we should go armed.
Q. Did it suggest that you should eome unarmed "?-A. I don't think
it did, sir; I have no recollection that it did.
Q. This was on the 7th, I think, you said ~-A. I think it was the 7th.
Q. About that time ~-A. Yes, sir. The fourth proposition was, that
if we would meet them at the council-tent unarmed, that Captain Jack
and his people would eome into camp and bring all tbe goods he bad
and Jay them down before the general. All of these propositions were
rejected.
Q. What was the place designated in the first proposition~ \Vbat
was the place which Oaptaiu Jack finally designated as the place for
meeti11g, near his stronghold ~-A. Near his stronghold, and, it my
memory is correct, it had reference to the place of the first meeting on
the 3d of April.
Q. What was its character ~-A. The first meeting took place in one
of these large sink-holes. It is all rocky; a bole in the sunken rockR,
which was deep enough to hold a small army almost. It was very
rocky; a place that could be very easily surrounded.
Q. And this was the place he desired ;you to meet him ?-A.. That is
my understanding. He desireu us to meet at the same place we bad
the first meeting.
Q. You rejected these proposals ~-A. These proposals were all rejectrd.
Q. Then what came next ~-A. The proposition sent back by us that
we would meet Captain .Jack on eqne:ll terms at the council-tent, on
even terms. My memory is not good enough to give yon: the whole force
of the p1·oposition. I know that that was tlte substance of it.
Q. vVhat was the meaning of that ~-A. The meaning of that was
that we were always willing to meet and have a talk, but we wanted to
go in a way that we would.feel secure. We did not want them to have
the advantage. Then Captain Jack wanted to bring an armed company
of men with him, and that he would allow us to do the same thing;
that we would agree to the same proposition. That is the substance of
the message that was sent back by Boston in reply to Captain Jack's
overtures for this meeting.
Q. What further occurred after these circumstances you have been
detailing, these propositions being rejected ~-A. I am wrong in my
dates that I have given you, sir. I was trusting to my memory, and I
find by memoranda I was not quite correct in the dates. That this
meeting when the four propositions were made occurred on Sunday, I
am very sure ; and that on 1\Ionday Boston returned.
Q. vVhat day was Sunday "?-A. Sunday must have been the 6th.
Q. And on the 7th Boston returned '-A. And on the 7th Boston
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returned and desirerl that Frank Riddle should go out and give Oaptnin
Jack advice. Frank l~.iddle was sent by the commission with iustructions what. to si:ty to Captain Jack and his people. Captain Jack sent
his reply by Riddle that be would not come to the tent to talk.
Q. Was that the advice that was ghTen to Biddle to convey to him~
A. I believe I have the memoranda. :My recollection is we instracted
Riddle to say we were still willing to meet him at the tent on any terms
that would be satisfactory.
Q. And did be refuse to come~-.._<\... He refused to come to the
teut; but still insisted be was willing to meet us near his camp.
He was unwilling to meet us at the council-tent until the soldiers were
all taken away, after which be would be willing to meet and tallr with
ns at the conucil-tent about a new reservation. That he was unwilling
to talk about any other place than Fairchild's ranch or Cottonwood Hot
Oreek, I believe it is called; he was unwilling to talk about any otller
place. That was the proposition. That was his reply to Riddle.
Q. vVas this place which he first designated near the stronghold a
dangerous place for the com missioners to meet him ~-.A. We considPred
it Yery dangerous then. \-Ve were unwilling to go on account of the
danger. It was too far from the militar.Y camp. It was nearer Captaiu
Jack's camp than ours, and a very rough portion of the lava-bed.
Q. Was it so that men might be concealed there~-.._<\... It was.
Q. Was it a position that could be commanded ?-A. It was a position tllat might be commanded, and men might be concealed to any
number. · 'That was our objection to meeting there.
Q. Then who made the next proposition, and what was it ~-.A. The
next proposition again carne from Captain Jack, through Boston. After
Hiddh"'s visit Boston again came and made a proposition.
Q. vVhat are those papers you are looking at ~-A. :Memoranda taken
b:v me at the time.
Q. Memoranda made by yourselH-A. They are, sir.
Q. Do yon wish to refresh your memory by them '?-.A. I do, sir;· to
be sure I am right.
Q. vYhat was the proposition from Captain Jack then ~-A. To meet
at the council-tent.
Q. In what way, armed or unarmed '?-.A. I am unable to state what
that proposition was.
Q. What action did the commissioners take upon that"?-.A. This
last proposal of ':v hich I am speaking was made by Boston, with the assurauce that Captain Jack and five men were there waiting for ns at
the council-tent. We were informed that such was the fact, and that
in addition to it some twent.y or thirty men were behind them in the
rocks. I don't know through what source this information came; only
it was from the station on the hillside. We refused to go that. day ;
that was Wednesday; it must have been the 9th. On Thurdday Boston
again.came in with the message from Captain Jack, accompanied by
Booker Jim, William, and DaYe. l'be propositions that were made
that d~y I didn't hear; I have only the memoranda and information
from Dr. Thomas. I don't know whether it is proper or not.
Q. We won't take that. Now state what occurred next.-A. During
the day the propositions that were made by Boston, that is, on Thursday, were accepted by Dr. Thomas, and an agreement made to meet
Captain Jack and five men, umirm.ed, at 11 o'clock; all parties unarmed
at. the council-tent on Friday. I knew this agreement to have been
made by Dr. 'Thomas on the evening of the lOth, on my return from
Bo,Yle's camp that night.
L
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Q. Did he g-iye it to you officially ~-A. Yes, sir. Wheu I ~tatted on
the visit to Boyle's camp, I said to Dr. Thomas, if occasion req 11ires my
presence in any business, you will act in my capacity as chairman of
the commission, aml as acting chairman of the commission he made
this arrangement, and so notified me.
Q. After that what followed ~-A. I protested ag-ainst the meeting·,
but subsequently yielded to the opinions of General Canby and Dr.
Thomas, Mr. Dyar and I dissenting. We yielded to their judgment,
and we consented that the meeting should take place. Before starting,
1\Ir. Riddle, our interpreter, asked an interview with the board, which
was granted, at which time he remarked that he thought there was
great danger in going, and that he wanted to be clear of the responsibility; that his wife and he had lived together for twelve years, and
that she had never deceived him; that he believed those Indians meant
treachery. Tllis was made in the presence of General Gillem, Dr.
Thomas, Mr. Dyar, and myself, General Canby being at the tent door,
hut not in hearing. After Mr. Riddle retired, General Canby expressed
his doubts about danger. Dr. Thomas also said that he was still willing to go. Tlle subject-matter 9f lllr. Riddle's communication was gh·eu
to General Canby by myself before starting to the lava-bed. General
Uanby's opinion, or his reply, was pretty nearly in these words: "I
thin~ there is no danger; although I have no more confidence in these
Indians than you have; I think them capable of it; but they dare not
do it; it is not to their interest." With this assurance, and the confidence I had in General Can by, I gave a reluctant assent to the meeting
on my part; and lHr. Dyar, as I then understood, did also. General
Canby and Dr. Thomas started afoot and alone, going past the tent occupied by the peace commissioners. At the door of the tent J\Irs. Rid•lle was holding my horse. She protested against tbe meeting; that
there was danger, or something of that kind. .Mr. Dyar had remarked,
too, that he thought there was danger. I called to General Canby and
Dr. Thomas, who ha<l, perhaps, gone paRt the tent occupied by the commission one hundred yards. They waited until I approached them, and
we had another conversation on the subject, General Canby saying to
me, to allay my fears~ that I was unduly cautious; that with the disposition of the troops, these Indians dare not do it, and he repeated to me
again that he bad no more confidence in them than I bad; but that it could
not be to their interest; tbat they did not dare to do it ; that Colonel
)fason was only a short distance from their stronghold, and before they
could get backtotheircouncil-tent Colonel Mason's force could he put into
the stronghold on to them ; that he had had the road . watched from tbe
signal-station with a glass since daylight this morning-that was the
morning of the 11th; that there was but five Indians there, and they
were apparently unarmed ; that I should allay my fears, for he had none
under the circumstances, or pretty near to that effect.
Q. Do I understand you to say this meeting was brought about by a
messenger from Captain J ~ck ~-A. From Captain Jack; arranged by
Dr. Thomas, with the consent of General Canby, by a messenger sent
l>y Captain Jack, Boston, who remained over-night in the camp. Dr.
Thomas didn't believe there was danger; he told me so. He thought
there could be no danger. General Canby's opinion seemed to be
pretty nearly his: that he felt he was in the line of duty; that he was
Herviug God, and that if God required his life he was ready; that be
was going at all events. I made the proposition, if this meeting must
take place, that we go armed, ai1d that John Fairchilds be allowed to go ·
aloug; that I was willing to go witb John Fairchilds armed and I
.II. Ex. 122--11
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armed, if no one else was. Dr. Thomas strenuously oppo~ed tlli~, b<><~ause it would be a breach of the compact. I inf.listed that l knew these
people better than he did ; that the.v would not keep their part of the
eampaet; that they would be armed, and there would be more thau
five of them there. The tloctor again replied, in a Yery religions way,
that it was a matter belonging to God; that we would ke<·p our part
of the compact and trust to Him. I made one further proposition,
I remember distinctly: that if, when we arrived on the grouud,
things looked dangerous, I would make thCiu any promiRe in the world
rather thau that they should haYe my life or ' theirs. Dr. Thomas says,
''I will be a party to no deception under any circumstances; this matter is in the hands of God." General Can by said, "I have dealt with.
Indians for thirty years, and I have never deceived an Indian, and l
will not consent to it-to any promise that cannot be fulfilled." There
was other couversation that I dou't suppose is pertinent. l wanted that
on record. I abandoned all idea of persuading or dissuading th~m from
going, and I went again to the commission-tent, where .Mr. Dyer was
saddling his horse. John Fairchild was there also, :uid Mrs. Riddle
was then holding my horse, and Mr. Riddle, I thiuk, preparing my
horse to ride, and Bogus Oharle;v was there. I asked Fairchilds what
he thought of the situation, and, without giviug any definite answer,
be said lle would talk to Bogus Charley; that lie coul(l tell by his talk
whether there was danger or 11ot. He had the talk with Bogus Charles,
and came back, and said he thought there could not be danger froru
the way Bog-us talked; that Bogus assured him there was no danger.
Q. You theu went to t.he peace-tent ~-A. Yes, sir. There are one or
two otber points I wish to go on the record. .After that talk with
Bogus, Mr. Faircbilrls and I bad still another conversation, in which we
agreed exactly; we still thought there was danger. I remark-ed to Mr.
Dyer that I saw no reason why he was in honor bound to go; as chairman of this commission, my honor compelled me to go~ that I was not
willing to have Dr. Thomas and General Uanby go alone. I remember
Mr. Dyer's reply was, if I went he was going. I then gave what money
I had to Mr. .Fairchilds, and Mr. Dyer did the same, and we started,
perhaps two hundred yards behind Dr. Thomas and General Uanby;
J\1r. Dser on horseback, Mrs. Riddle riding a horse, I was on horseback,
Mr. Riddle was afoot, and Bogus Obarley started with us, lmt I don't
think he went, all of the way out, along with us; it is my impression
that be did not. vVe went a longer route in going to the couucil-teut
than General Canby and Dr. Thomas did, r~quiring several rniuutes
more to make the journey. '"7 ben we arrived at the council-tent, Boston bad already arrived, and I think Bogus was ahead of us also, making seven Indians who were there present, visible, ·and they were all
smoking; l think all smoking except Dr. '.rbomas, who never smoked;
they were smoking the cigar~ which General Canby bad carried out.
There had been a little fire built fifteen or twenty feet off the counciltent, and on the side directly opposite from our camp, a sage-brush fire.
General Canby and Dr. Thomas were standing nearest to the tent when
we arrived, uearer than the Indians were; and aronud this little fire,
which had nearly burned out, my recollection is, there were either
stones tllere naturall.v, or there had been some stones placed around,
making a kind of half-circle, or three-fourtlls of a circle. Before dismounting from my horse 1 had taken my overcoat off, laying it on the
born of the saddle in front of me. When I dismounted I hung m.v over·coat on the horn of the saddJP, and dropped the rope of my horse on the
ground, witho'ut tsing him; reining him up with t.h e bridle-rein, over
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the coat, holding it to the horn of the saddle. 1\Ir. Dyer rode on to the
f'ast side of the tire before dismounting, my opinion is, and also lVIrs.
Riddle. When we got ready for the talk, we sat down around this fire;
General Canby facing Sehonchin .John, those two being nearest the
tent; Captain Jack sat next to Scbonehin John, and there were other
Indians next to Captain Jack, but I c:annot say who now. I can only
define positively the position of Captain Jack and Schonchin; that I
sat next to General Canby, on his left; that Dr. Thomas sat down on
the ground, not on a stone; and a little behind me, to my left again,
Mrs. Riddle sat down or lay down on the ground, ver.v close to Dr.
Thomas, a little in front of him. Mr. l~iddle, a portion of the time, wa~
between Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Riddle; but, after we had been talking a
few minutes, some of the Indians discovered a mau approaching from
the camp, and, at m,v request, Mr. Dyer monntecl his horse, and rode
out to the man, and sent him back again. On Mr. Dyer's return to the
council, he dismounted from his horse on the side of the fire occupied
by the Indians; to the right, properly speaking, of General Canby, and
a little behind my horse. '.V e had been talking perhaps fifteen minutes, wheu Hooker Jim went to my horse, calling him by name, and
tied the rope either to a rock, or a little sage-brush grub; went to thP
saddle, and took my overcoat off and put it ou, buttoned it up from
bottom to top, and sai1l he was Meacham, or that he would be Meacham.
He turned to Bogus Charley, and asked him if he didn't look like old
man Meacham.
Q. He said he was or he would be ~-A. Yes, sir ; but I cannot say
which way. He said it one way or the other; that he was or would be
Meacham. I am not very pm;itive whether he said, ''I am Meacham
now," or ''I will be Meacham." Bnt. one or the other. I know that he
asked Bogus Charley if he looked like old Meacham, (as I think the Modocs called me.)
Q. Did he say it in English '-A. YeR; that act was, in my judgment,
at that time a declaratory one, and sufficient evidence of what was coming. I sought to get a glance at General Canby's face, and I am Yery
confident, although no words were passed, that General Canby understood. the act and knew what it meant.
Q. That is not material. Please go on.-A. I think we talked fifteen
·or twenty minutes after that before any other demonstration was made
of a hostile nature. DL'. 'rhomas had made a very religious and conciliatory speech to the Indians, General Canby a ver,y friendly one,
aud .Jack bad finished talking, said he had talked all he wished to.
Schonchin John wa..~ making a speech, which Riddle was interpreting.
After Schonchin John bad finished his speech, or made a statement or
declaration, and while Riddle was interpreting it, off on our left and
pretty near in range of the way we were ~itting, two men that I did
not recognize jumped up from ambush with one or more guns under
each arm.
Q. Mr. Meacham, can you not tell the commiAsion what General
Ca.uby said to the IudianR ~-A. Yes; I have a pretty good recollection
of it. The substance I know exactly. After this demonstration of
Hooker Jim's-the taking of the coat:_fully appreciating the peril we
were in, I asked General Can b,y if he had any remarks to make, partly
for an opportunity to look him in the face, anu partly to see whether be
could say something that might avert the peril. General Canby rose
to his feet to talk, anu said, in substance, that when he was a very
young officer in the Army be was detailed to remove two different tribes
of Indians, one from Florida, and one from some other part of the
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southeast, to west of the Mississippi River; that at first they had not
liked him very well, but after they got acquainted with him they liked
him so well that they elected him chief among them. He then gave
the name that each tribe had given him, one designating a tall man or
chief, the other "the Indian's friend," giving the Indian word; that
years after they were located in ·the new home he Yisited these people
and found them prosperous and happy; that they came a long ways
to meet and shake hands with him ; that they greeted him as a friend
and a brotller; that he had no idea but what these Modocs would, some
time or other, recognize him as a friend when they were located in a
home; that his life, or the greater portion of it, bad been spent in the
United States Army, in the Indian service; that be had never deceived
them, bad always dealt fairly with them; that he came here at therequest of the President of the United States; that the President had
ordered the troops here, and that they could only be removed by the
President's order; that they were only here for the purpose of seeing
that this commission did their duty, and performed. what they agreed
to do. That these people (addressing them) should do what they had
agreed to do, and that the citizens ~houhl not interfere. That unles,
the President ordered it, he, .G eneral Canby, "could not take the
soldiers away." This is abont a synopsis of the general's speech.
Dr. Thomas's speech, if you are willing to hear it, I would like to
have on the record.
JUDGE-ADVOC.A'l'E. Certainly.-A. After General Canby had spoken
I turned again to Doctor Thomas, who was a little behind rue; antl
the Doctor in raising foward came npon his knees, and laid his right
band on m~ left shoulder, bringing him nearly mTen with me. In this
position, on his knees, wit,h his hand on my shoulder, be was so close
to me, be said: "Toby, tell these people that I think the Great Spirit
put it into the heart of the Preside1~t to send us here. I have known
General Canby for fourteen years; I have known 1\ir. Dyer for a few
years, and l\Ir. Meacham for eighteen years; and I know their hearts,
and I know they are all your friends ; and I know my own heart and I
believe that God sees us, what we do; that he wishes us all to be at
neace; that uo more blood. should be shed." That is the substance; there
were other little things, but they are immaterial.
•
I would now like to gi Ye a synopsis of the talk on the part of the
Indians.
(Objected to by a member of the court, on the ground that it must all
have been interpreted, and the interpreter was not under oath at the
time. The judge-advocate remarked that no doubt that was the fact,
but that in his opinion it was better to admit Mr. Meacham's account
of what the Indians said in reply to General Canby and Doctor Thomas.
It was thereupon decided to admit it for what it was worth. Objection
withdrawn.)
Q. By judge-advocate. Well, Mr. Meacham, what did the Indians
say ~-A. The substance of Jack's speech was that he wanted the soldiers taken away. That was the main point. Schonchin John's speech
was that he wanted Fairchil~'s ranch, or Hot Creek; these were the
main points.
Q. Then what came ~-A. The reply was that the Presi<lent had sent
the soldiers there, and that they could not be taken away without his
consent.
Q. Who said that ~-A. I think I said that myself, and that Genera 1
Canby repeated it; that they were sent there by the President and
could not be remo,Ted without his consent. Schonchin John said he
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was willing to accept Hot Creek for a home; that he had been informed
that he could have that place. He was asked, " vVho told you you could
have it~ Did Fairchilds or Dorris a~" He replied they did not, but from
other sources he bad learned he could have that place." Then Schonchin
,Tolm said: "Unless the solrliers are taken away and you give us Hot
Creek or Fairchild's ranch, we don't want to talk any more."
The interpreter- had rendered that speech of Schonchin John's, or
pretty nearly, perhaps not quite, fini~hed it, when the two men
sprang up. When the men came in sight, we all rose to our feet except
1\Irs. Hiddle, who, I think, threw herself flat on the ground. While
Schou chin was talking, Captain ,Jack had risen and turned his back and
was walking off a few'steps, perhaps behind l\fr. Dyer's horse, or toward
it; he was coming again toward the circle at the time the Indians rose up;
he was rather facing it, but when the Indians made their appearance I
asked the question of Captain Jack, "vVhat does that mean J?" but he
made no reply to me directl,y; he put his right hand nuder the
left breast pocket and drew his pistol, and sung out some wonl in
Indian that l dirl not then understand.
Q. Had you seen the pistols before ~-A. I hall seen the shape of
them, not .t lle pistols themselves; I became sa,tisfied they were all armed
some time before that.
Q. You think the two men who appeare(l from the rock~ came into
sight before the first pistol was fired ?-A. I kuow it, sir.
Q. You saw them come out ?-..tL Yes.
Q. What next took place '?-A. Captain Jack aud Schouchin John
changed places, bringing Uaptaiu Jack in front of General Can by and
Schonchin in front of me; and Captain Jack drew his pistol aud the cap
bursted but did not discharge.
Q. Whom did he aim at ?-A.. .A.t General Canby, aml within less than
.t hree feet-pointed toward General Canby's head.
Q. Had the commissioners done anything to j nstify Ol' excite the at.t ack ?-A. There had been no angry words.
Q. Or motions ?-A. No acts of any kind · tllat could have provoked
hostilities that I know of; on the contrary~ we were Hetlnlously careful
to avoid it; and 1 believe we all appreciated the necessity of being careful in onr conversation and in our action. But after the assault of Captain Jack with the pistol on General Canby, what I remember most distinctly was that Schonchin John drew his pistol from this (left) side of
him.
Q. You saw it?-.. .\.. Yes; within not to exceed 3 or 4 feet from me; he
discharged it at me, aiming eYidently at my head. After drawing tile
pistol, almost at the same time or Yery nearly, he drew a knife which he
beld in his left hand.
Q. Did he hit you f-_\., ~ot at that time. He subsequently did shoot
me. This ball which struck me in my face (showing) was discharged
from the pistol in the hand~ of Schonchiu J ohu, within 15 or 1() feet of
me~ after I had taken the co,Ter of a rock.
Q. Did you notice whether there was any more firing 1-A.. There
was; the firing was very hot and they were all very active, making hostile demonstrations on the peace-commission party. One man was after
Dyer I know, but I cannot tell who.
Q. You saw that '? -A. Yes; I saw Dyer running aml Riddle running·,
and I saw some men chasing him; but I cannot designate tile men who
did it, only they were of tile party who were in the council.
. Q. Did you still retain your senses after this ball had struck you in
rthe foreheall ~-A. F<!H' <.t '' ery short time afterward. Very soon after-
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ward I received a shot in my wrist, and within a few seconds after I
lost my consciousnes~, probably from the grazing shot on my temple.
I remained unconscious until the skirmish-line of rescuers came up.
Q. What other wounds uid you have ?-A. I received a shot on my
left, hand, my right wrist, my face, the end of my ear and side of my
head, and a knife-cut of four or five inches in length on tlle side of my
head, besides bruises.
Q. Do you say the party of Indians, as soon as Jack fired, sprang
simultaneously up '~-A. Sprang up and commenced firing; all drew arms,
or they were all engaged in it some way. I didn't see General Canby
after Captain Jack had cocked his pistol to shoot the second time-I
have no recollection of seeing him. I did see Dr. Thomas after he had
received the first shot, and my memory is that Boston was shooting at
him. Dr. Thomas got on his right hand without falling entirely to the
ground.
Q. After this did you become unconscious ?-A. Yes. I fell back
thirty or forty steps from where the firing began; I succeeded in run·
ning that distance.
Q. When did yon recover your senses '~-A. "'\Yhen the skirmish-line,.
Colonel Miller's command, came up. I ~mppos~ it must have been the·
time that it required to niarch from headquarters on doub'le-quick. I
came to consciousness when the line came up, hearing the voice of Colonel Miller straightening his line; that is the _first sountll remember.
Q. Do you have any doubt that the Indians intended to kill and murder you ~-A. None.
Q. Did you ever receive this· telegram ?-A. I did.
The prisoners were thfln severally asked if they desired to cross-examine; to which they each replied in the negative.
Q. By commission. Were the Indians armed who were secreted iu
the rocks, and who came forward during the conference '~-A. They wen•,.
with guns.
Q. .By commi:Ssion. Did those Indians who came from the rocksmake their appearance before, or after, Captain Jack left his place and
went to the rear ~-A. After he started to go to the rear.
Q. By corn mission. Do you understand that Jack's going to the rear
was a signal to those I11dians hiding in the rocks to come out with theit~
guns ?-A. I have always so supposed it to be-to have been the signal;.
I believe it to have been.
Q. By judge-advocate. Had General Canby a weapon on his .p erson '?
-A. Not that I am aware of.
Q. Had Dr. Thomas ~-A. I know he had not.
Q. Were there any weapons in the party which could have been seen
by the Indians ?-A. I think not.
All the foregoing testimony was faithfully interpreted to the priRoners ..
~l'he judge-advocate then submitted to the commission the telegram
referred to abm·e and identified by .Mr. :Meacham, and also another attached to the first, both verified under the signature of the Secretary
of the Interior, :;1nd the seal of the Department attached to rec'ord, and
marked A. The judge-advocate stated that he offered them by way of
additional proof of the position, as peace commissioner, held by Dr.
Thomas.
The commif:sion tlereupon adjourned to meet at 9.30 a. m. to-morrow
morning.
.
H. P. CURTIS,
llfajor-, e. F. A., Juilge-.Adt·ocate Commission.
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FOURTH DAY.
FoRT KL.A.}1ATH, OREG., July 8, 1873-!3.30 a. mr
The commission met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: All the members mtmed in the detail, aml the judge-advocate, and the prisoners.
Proceedings of previous meeting were then read and approved.
II. R. ANDERSON, lienteuant Fourth Artillery, called for prosecution,
duly sworn, testified as follows:
Question. By Judge-Advocate. What is your name and rank ~-An
swer. H. R. Anderson ; lieutenant :Fourth Artillery.
Q. \Vbat position did you hold at the time of the death of General
Canby ?-A. Personal aid and acting assistant adjutant-general, on General Uau by's staff.
Q. What position did General Can by occupy at that time ?-A. He
was then-two months' time of tlle negotiations-in command of the
Military Division of the Pacific.
Q. Up to what date 'l-A. I think up to the 6th of April be was in
command of the Military Division ; after that, General Schofield returned
and relieved him of the command.
Q. vVhat command did he hold, if any, at the time of his death ~-A.
Department of the Columbia, and adviser to the peace commission under
telegraphic instructions from Washington.
Q. Was he in receipt of instructions from any source as to the course
he was to pursue; was he receiving instructions from time to time 'f . A.• Yes, sir, from time to time; from commanding General of the Army.
Q. What kind of instructions were they 1 Did you see them yourselU-A. Yes, sir; generally telegraphic instructions.
Q. What was their nature q What did they instruct him to do ?-A
Instructed llim to use his utmost endeavors to bring about a peaceable
termination of the trouble.
Q. \Vhat relation did he bold with the peace commissioners ~-A. He
was ordered down there to consnlt and advise with them.
Q. Do yon remember General UaubyJs initials f-.A. B. H. S.; bis full
name was Edward Riehard Sprigg Canby.
Q. In acting as he did in connection with the peace commissioners,
whom did he represent ?-A. The United States Government.
Q. At the time he was killed what military operations, if any, were
going on 'V -A. None whatever.
Q. He was not alone there negotiating with the Indians '? -A. No,
sir; there were troops encamped within two miles on one side and
about three on the other, of Uaptain ,Jack's stronghold.
Q. vVere there hostile forees on both sides ~-A. I don't know whether
they were eonsitlere<l hostile at the negotiations or not ; they bad been;
no peace bad been made; there were only negotiations going on, and
cessation of hostilities.
Q. How do yon know there luul been ho~tilities '?-A. From official
reports of the officers engaged with the Indians; and the report of killed
and wounued.
Q. How many engagements lut(l there been f-A. There had been
two general eng-agelllent~ wit-h the troops, and one or two skirmishes.
Q. Hau there beeu lives lost aut! blood slled ~-A. Yes, sir; I tllink
some twe\1ty-two or twenty-three killed, anti died from wonnds.
Q. What were the arms of the service, employed on the side of the
United States?-.....-\.. Up to that time the.r were C<t\-alry and infantr)-.
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Q. Where were the enemy ?-A. A part of the time in Southern
Oreg-on, and a part of the time in Northern California, in the vicinity
of the lava-b('ds.
Q. Were they accessible in the hnra-beds ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Could they be got at ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Were they entrenched ?-A. Yes, sir; they had fortified them·s eh·es in the rocks in some places.
Q. How do you characterize the contest that was going on ?-A. An
Indian war.
Q. At the time of General Canby's death, I think you said, a suspension of arms and hostilities were existing?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. What led to the meeting of General Canby and the commissioners
with the Indians-the last meeting "?-A. A message from Captain Jack.
Q. Did he ask that, to your knowledge "?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Do you desire to make any further statement ?-A. No, sir; exeept to say that the troops had moved after the first negotiations of
peace- the peace commissioners; from Fairchilds, they had entirely
broken off, and a movement of troops had taken place during the t.ime
that there was no communication between the Indians and the peace
commissioners, which I think was some eight or ten days. The troops
moved up, and then there were messages sent in from the commissioners
desiring to have a talk; and they had a talk.
·
Q. Did you see General Canby dead ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Or Dr. Thomas ?-A. No, sir.
Q. About bow long bad these hostilities lasted which you speak of,
between the United States force and this tribe; up to the time of the
death of General Canby ?-A. About five months.
Q. Did they terminate with his decease ?-A. No, sir.
Q. Do you know of your own knowleuge that there were engagements afterwards ?-A. No, sir.
The judge-advocate here asked the prisoners, severally, if they desired
to cross-examine the witness; to which they replied in the negative.
The coml:nission had no question.
The above questions and answers were faithfully interpreted to tl.Je
prisoners.

HENRY C. McELDERY, assistant surgeon U, S. A., called for prosecn. tion, sworn; testified as follows:
Question. By judge-:ulvocate. Did you seethe body of General Canby
after his decease ?-A. I did sir; I saw it on the field on the evening of
Aprilll.
Q. 'Vas the General dead ?--A. Yes, sir; be was quite dead when I
saw him.
Q. Please describe his condition ?-A. He bad been entirely stripped
of every article of clothing. He bad three wounds on his body, and several .
abrasions of the face. One of the wounds, apparently made hy a ball, was
about at the inner canthus of the left eye. The edges of that wound were
depressed, as if the ball had entered there.
Q. ·what is your opjnion as to the cl;tuse of his death ~-A. I think the
gunshot wound of the beau caused his death; this ball, which entered in
the eye and came up in the head, and fractured the left parietal bone
and went through the brain.
Q. He died of the wounds received by him, then, on the evening of the
11th '-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you see Dr. Thomas's body ?-A. I saw him. There were sev-
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eral gunshot wounds in his body, but I don't recollect sufficient to swear
to the exact locality of each one.
Q. \Vhat was your opinion as to the cause of his death ~-A. I think
the gunshot wound over his heart was the cause of his death.
Q. Did he die of wounds received on that day ?-A. I think the wounds '
that I saw were suffid~nt to cause his death; yes, sir.
Q. Where were you employed during the war with the Modoc tribe?A.. I was an assistant surgt>on under the United States Government;
and was acting as chief medical officer at that time to the Modoc expedition.
Q. Chief medical officer of the force there ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did the war terminate with the death of General Canby ?-A. No,
sir.
Q. Were there otller subsequent engagements ?-A. Yes, sir.
Q. vVere you present at any engagements wllich preceded the death
of General Canby "? -A. Yes, sir; I was in the affair on Lost River with
Captain Jackson ; the first affair.
·
Q. On what date ~-A. That was on the 29th of November, 1872.
Q. A.ny others ~-.A. I was in the fight of General vv.,.heaton on the
17th of January. I believe those are the only two.
Q. vVere there lh~es lost ?-A. Yes, sir.
The judge-advocate then asked the prisoners if they desired to crossexamine the witness; to which they replied in the negative.
Question. By the commission. Do I understand the witness to say he
saw Geueral Canby's bod,y on the field ~-A. Yes, sir.
The witness then corrected his testimony as follows : The gunshot
wound causing the death of Dr. Thomas was of the heart; not merely
o,·er the lleart.
The above questious and answers were seYerally interpreted to the
prisoners.
The judge-adYocate then offered to the commission extracts from
General Orders .No. 100, of the \Var _Department, Adjutant-General's
Office, \Vashington, April 24th, 1863, entitled" Instructions for the GoYernrnent of armies in the field;" copy of which extracts are attached to
the record and marked B.
The above were interpreted to the prisoners.
The judge-ad,·oeate then annonuced the testimony for the proseeution
.closed.
'l'ES'l'DIONY FOR DEFENSE.

SCAR-FACED CHARLEY, an Indian, calletl for the defense; hwantione<l
against committing perjury, sworu, and testified as follows through the
interpreter:
Question. By Captain Jack, (through the interpreter.) Tell about
Link-River Jack coming and g·h·ing ns powder and stuff.-Answer. The
first time was clown here at Ellen's, at the east end of the lava-bed; we
\Yere attacked there by the soldiPrs, and there were some Klamath Lake
Indian:::; along with .the soldiers there, and they told us not to shoot at
them but to shoot at the soldiers; the Klamaths did. \Ve were all
peaking of the l\lodoc tribe; I and my band. We killed one Roldier
down close to Louis Land's, at the ea1't end of the lava-bed, when they
were coming from Fort Bid well, I belim-e.
Q. WhPn was this ~-A. Tllat was directly after the fight at Lost
RiYer. The Klamath Lake I11dians told me that they did not expect to
be friends to the soldiers all of the time; that they would be our friends
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after a while; after that then they came with the soldiers to our strong·bold in the lava-bed and fought us; the Klamath Lake Indians did.
In the fight there were ten of them came to us, and they gave us most
of the ammunition we bad; we took some of it and some of it was given
to us; the Modocs got it from the Klamath Lakes; one in particulart
"One-eye" or'' Link-River Jack," gave us amrnu~tion and guns. The~
got back one gun from us. They came to talk with us, and Scar-Faced
Charley got eighty caps from one Klamath Lake Indian. They bought
t.hem of the Klamaths. The Klamath Lakes said to us "Dou't shoot us,
shoot the soldiers and let us alone: 'Ye are your friends." The Klamath
Lakes told me that Allen David told them, when they went, to shoot up in
the air. They said," I don't want to shoot any of you; I listened to what
Allen David told me; I held up my gun and I didn't want to shoot at
any of you." That is what the Klamath Lakes said. One-eye Link-River
gave Capta,in Jack twenty caps. One-eye Link-River then gave his powder-horn full of powder to Indian George, a Modoc; he poured it all out
and gave it all to him that was in his born. My tribe took a gnn and one
pistol away from them, and the reason of it was that they bad stolen
our horsets and taken them away; the Klamath r.. akes had. I never
knew of Allen David telling the [ndiaus to murder General Canby. I
came up on the 11th of April, after the commissioners were killed. I
was speaking of the powder and caps. Our tribe caught Little John
and took him to our camp. Little John talked a long time to us and
told us not to fight them; that they never would fight the Modocs.
The day before the fight of January 17th, Little John toltl me to fight
lutrd the next day and whip the soldiers and kill all we could ; that
Allen David bad told him to tell us so, and to shoot up in the air and
not to shoot at the Indians that were with the soldiers; that is Allen
David. We said to Little John, :'Don't you lie to us; you are the first
ones who have tried to-raise a fight and now you come and tell us yon are
our friends, to come and tight the soldiers." LittleJohn said, "1 don't
lie; Allen Dave sent me h'ere with this message." The whole tribe wa8
t.here on one of these occasions. No white men ever told ns to fight.
Little Link-Hiver John told me the Indians on the Yanax reservation
were mad at us and wanted to kill us all. That they never wanted to
see us any more. Schonchis never advised us to fight; Schonchis of the
Yaiuax reservation, I mean; not this one. he would not talk with us.
Link-Hiver John told ns that the Indians at Yanax were all afraid, but
that the Klamath Lakes were not afraid, and advised us to fight. I
have never seen :Modoc Sally. The way we got the most of our amtnnnition was after the fight of the 17th January last; we went round and
picked up the cartridges; and the Klamath Lakes gave us some; and
we opened the cartridges and got out the powder and then made bnllet8
out of the lead in them. We had plenty of caps. In the fight of the
17th the Klamaths laid down, and after the soldiers moved on then [
came to them and asked tllem wllo was their chief, and they told me that
Link-River John was. There is where they gave us this ammunition
and stuff. They said they came there to lay down behind the rocks to
see us so they could get a chance to give us ammunition and powder.
After the soldiers q nit fighting, we were then going home to our stronghold, all going along together, and we saw three Indians lying down
behind the rocks; this was after they had given us the powder. The
Klamath r. . akes told us not to shoot them, tha.t they were our friends;
and I drew my pistol out and told them that they were the cause of the
fight, that they had urged it on; and they said no, that they were
alwa;ys onr friends. 'Ve bad a long talk. I told them then to leave aE

1IODOC WAR.

17i

the ammunition that they lutd and could get; to pile it under a rock
there where we were and I would get it. I told them,'' You say you are
our friends and I want to see whether you are or not." ~'To see whetlwr
you will leave your cartridges and things here for us or not." I went
the next day and found the ammunition there. There was a flour-sack
half full; I got one hundred rounds of ammunition myself that tlley bad
left there. I then asked the Klamaths if they were telling the truth,
aml they said they were; that ..Allen David had told them to tell me that
they would not fight us; that when they went there they \vent to shoot
up _to make the soldiers believe they were our enemies, but tlley ·wen. .
our friends. That is alll know.
Captain Jack said that be had no other questions to ask this witness.
The judge-advocat.e had uo questions to put.
Q. By comntission. Where were yon at tile time of the maRsacre of
the peace commissioners~ Locate your position as near as possible..A • ..At the time they began firing I was m·ourHl at the bend of the lal?e 1
about half a mile awav.
Q. By commission. Which, if any, of these prisoners were JH't' ent
with the peace commissioners at the time of the massacre ~-A. Gt>org~
was oue-lloston, Captain Jack, Hooker Jim, Bogus Charley. There
were se,.·en starteu out from the caYe. Sconchis was there, aud tilmck nasty Jim. After Captain tTack and his band started, llarncho ami
Slolnck started and came out.
Q. By commission. Could you see the Imlians firing on the commissioners 1-.A.. I saw Captain Jack get up and walk lmck, and then after
that I heard firing and ~aw them running.
Q. By commisHiou. 'Yhom do yon mean by" them Y"-A. Captain Jack
and his band.
DAVE, a 'Uiotloe. called for defense, warned of the penalties of lying~
dnly SWOl'll.
Question. By Captain Jack, (through interpreter.) What do yon know
about Lalake, atHl what be uoue '? -Answer. Lalake, 1Gamath sub-chief,
told me at Fairchild's that .ic\..lleu David bad told him to tell the 1\fodoc.;
to tight. and uot to give up to the soldiers-not to make peace. Allen David's Indians all listened to him, and done what he said for them to do. I
~a.w Lalake at Fairchild's. Lalake, anu Modoc Sally and her man, eame
there while 1\Ieacham was there. I went into the bouse where he wast
and Lalake came aud asked me to shake hands. It was a good while
before I would shake hands ·witlt him. lie said, "I came here to see
yon all; I want to talk with you. I have been up to Yanax, and have
had a talk, and tried to get a pass to come here, but 1 could not." Lalake asked me, "'Vhy dou't some of you come over and have a talk ''f
.d.llen David said he didn't know what was the matter tllat we didn't
~ome to have a talk." Lahtke told me that A.llen Da\id said be wanted
to know who was our big chief-Sconchis or Jack- 1 ' that be wa.::;
ashamed that he had not seen anything of them ; that his heart was
with us, and he told us never to give up to the soldiers, but to fight.''
Allen Da\rid sent this message to Jack and his people through Lalake,
that he was ashamed that he had not told the Morlocs before, anti macle
arrangements with them before the Lost River fig·ltt, iu 1872, so that h e
might have been with them and helped them out. Lal<tke told me that
some white man had told the IClamaths that Captain Jack had burn t
one of the Klamaths. Allen David sent Captain Jack a, message theu,
and wante(l to know why he had made hi~, Da\?id's, me~sage known St
soou. lie wa:-; a::;ltametl that alter lw h,td 3.: Ht him HR good talk a~ l•l L:
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bad, that he had tolU it. Why didn't he keep it a secret 1 He said,
•• The Klamaths are your friends and have given you ammunition, and
will give it yon whenever you want it."
Captain Jack had no fnrther .questions to put the witness.
The judge-advocate declined to cross-examine.
The commission had no questions to put.
ONE-EYED MosE, Indian, called for the Qefense, warned of the pena lties of perjury; sworn; testified as follows:
OaptainJACK. Tell about Link River Jack~-Answer. I saw Link
River Jack a little south of where the first fight took place on Lost River; I had two squaws with me. Link River Jack came there and want<1 to see some one; he wa.nte<l, he said, to be a friend to us. After he
seen us he told us the Roldiers were close by, and .for us to leave; this
was the same da~r of the I~ost River fight. Another Indian, Link Biver
One-Eye, came and asked us if we had any caps, and we told him we
didn't have many. He gave me seven; he gave Barncho seven cap~,
.and GeorgA twenty-seven; he then gave us powder that he had.
Captain JACK stated he had no further testimony to elicit from this
witness.
The judge-advocate declined to cross-examine.
The commission had no questions to ask.
The judge-advocate then inquired of each prisoner successively if
t hey had any witnesses to summon. Jack having stated that he had no
more witnesses to summon, each replied in the negative.
Captain JACK thereupon made the following address to the commi~
sion, through interpreter:
I will talk about Judge Roseborough first; he always told me to be
.a g-ood man; he said, ''I know the white man's heart, but not the Ind ian's heart so well." Roseborough, never gave me any advice but good
advice. I have known a great many white people; I have known there
was a great many of them had good hearts ; I don't kt~ow all of the Indian chiefs around, and I don't know what their hearts were. Judge
Roseborough told me to be a good man, and do the right thing by m.r
fellow-man. I considered myself as a white man; I didn't want to have
an Indian heart any longer; I took passes from good white men who
gave me good advice. I knew all the people that were living about the
country, and they all knew I was an honest man, and that I always
acted right, nor did anything wrong. You men here don't know what
J have been heretofore; I never accuse~ any white man of being
mean and bad; I alwa,ys thought them my friends, and when I went to
a.ny one and asked him for a pass, he would always give it to me; all
gave me passes, and told those people who bad to pass through my
country that I was a good Indian, and had never disturbed anybody. No white man can say that I ever objected to their coming to live
jn my country; I always told them to come and live there, and tllat I
was willing to give them homes there. I would like to see the man
t.bat ever knew me to do anything wrong heretofore; I have always dealt
u pright and honest with every man; nobody ever called me mean, except
t he Klamath In<lians; I never knew any other chief who spoke m favor of the white men as lhavedone, and I have always taken their part, and
spoken in favor of them; I was always advised by good men in Yreka,
and about there, to watch over white men when traveling through m;r
country, and I have taken their advice and always done it. ' I would
like to see the man who started this fuss, and caused me to be in the
tro uble I am in now.
·
They scared me wben they came to where I was living on Lost Rh~ er,
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and starteu this fight. I cannot understand why tltey were mad with
me. I llave always told the white man heretofore to come and settle in
my country; that it was his country and Captain Jack's country. That
they could come and live there with me and that I was not macl with
them. I haYe never received anything from anybody, only what I
bought and paiu for myself. I have always lived like a white man, and
wanted to live so. I always tried to live peaceably and never asked
any man for anything. I Lave always li\·ed on wllat I could kill and
shoot with my gun, and catch in my trap. Biddle knows that I llave
always lived like a man, and have neyer gone begging; that what I
have got, I have always got with my own hands, honestly. I should
have tal{en his advice. He has always gh·en me good advice, and told
me to live like a white man; and I have always tried to do it, and did
do it until this war started. I hardly know how to talk here. I don't
know how white people talk in snell a place as this; but I will do tlle
best I can.
The judge-ad,·ocate. Talk exactly as if you were at llome, in a
council.
JACK, continuing. I have always told white men when tlley came to
my country, that if they wanted a home to live there they could have
it; and I never asked them for any pay for living there as my people
lived. I liked to have them come there and live. I liked to be with
white people. I didn't know anything about the war-when it wa.;,;
going to commence. Major Jackson came down there and commeuce(l
on me while I was in bed asleep. When Meacham carne to talk to me.
lte always came and talked good to me. He never talked about shooting, or anything of that kind. It was my understanding tllat I YOU
Applegate was to come and have a talk with me, and not to bring soldiers, but. to come alone. I was ready to have a talk with any man
that would come to talk peace with me. The way I wanted that council with Applegate to come off, was, I wanted Henry .Miller to ue there
and hear it. He always talked good to me and gave me good aclv'ice.
Miller told me he wanted to talk with me, and wanted to be there when
Applegate met me, and wanted to talk for me and with me. Dennis
Crawley told me he wanted to be there to talk with me when Applegate came. He told me I was a good man, and he wanted to see me
get my rights. It scared me wheu Ma;jor Jackson came and got there
just at daylight, and made me jump out of my bed without a shirt or
anything else on. I didn't know what it meant, his coming at that
time of day. When Major Jackson and his men came up to my camp,
they surroundeu it, and I hollored to Major Jackson for them not to
shoot, that I would talk. I told Bogus Uharley to go and talk, until I
could get my clothes on. He went and told them that he wanted to
talk; that he didn't want them to shoot. Then they all got down oft'
their horses, and I thought then we were going to lia,·e a talk; and I
went into another tent. I thought, then, why were they mad with me ;
what had they found out about me, that they came here to fight me. I
went into my tent then and sat down and they commenced shooting.
::\Iy people were not all there; there were but a few of us there. :Major
Jackson shot my men while they were standing round. I ran of:l'; I did
not fight any. I threw my people away that they had shot and wounded.
I did not stop to get them. I ran off, and did not want to fight. They
shot some of my women, and they shot my men. I did not stop to
jnquire anything about it, but left and went away. I went then into
the lava-beds. I had very few people, antl did not want to fight. I
thought I bad but few people, and it was not of any use for me to fight,.

1 74

MODOC ·w AR.

·

and so I went to the lava·beds. While I was on my way to the caye,
t here was a white man came to my camp. I told him the soldiers had
pitcbecl onto me, and fired into me while I was asleep~ but I would not
hurt him-for him to go hack to town, home. I went into the lava-beds
a nd staid there. I didn~t go to any place, I clid not want to figltt, and
I did not think about fig·hting an,y more. I didn't see any white men
for a long time. I didn't want to kill anybody. I went to my cave
and there I stain. J ohu Fairchild came to my bouse, and asked me
jf I wanted to fight, and I said no, I had quit fighting, that I did not
want to fight any more-him nor anybody. The Hot Creek Indians
t hen started for the reservation and got as far as Bob "\Vhittle's, on
Klama.th River, and there the Liukville men scared. them and they ran
h ack. They were going to kill them. Then the Hot Creeks came to my
eamp aud told me the whites were going to kill them all. They got
scared by what the white wen had told them, that they were going
.
t o kHI them all.
There were some of the Indians I left at Fairchild's; they were talkjng about bring·ing them by the way of Lost River. They ran off too.
WhPn tbPv all got to my place I; told some of them to go back to Fair·child's. The Hot Creek Indians came from the other side and came to
my place. Hooker Jim came from this side, the east side of Lost River
or 'l'ule Lake, and they came around the lower end of Tale Lake and
came to my place. ' I didn't k11ow anything of any settlers being killed
until Hooker Jim came with his band and told me. I didn't think that
t hey would kill the whites when they went around that way. I did not
believe it. l did not 'vant them to stay with me. None of my people had
killed any of the whites, and I bad never told Hooker Jim and his party
to murder an.v settlers; and I did not want them to stay with me. I
·don't know who told them to kill the settlers. I always advised them
not to kill white people . . I told Hooker t.hat I never had killed any white
person, and never bad advised him to kill them; that he killed them of
his own aecord, not from my advice. I thought all of the white men
liked me that was living in my country. I always thought they did.
They always treated me well. (To Hooker Jim:) \\That did you kill
t hose people for f I never wanted you to kill my friends. You have
done it on your own responsibility. ·
.
Then I thought that, after bearing that those white people had been
kill('d, that the whites would aU be mad at me. And it troubled me and
made me feel bad. I told them it was bad, and they ought not to have
done it. I knew that the white people woultl be mad at me just on account of this Hooker Jim killing so many white people when he had no
business to do it. After I bad left Lost River, I had quit then, and I had
not fought any, and did not intend to fight any more. Fairchilds told
me that that was bad; that they bad killed the settlers; that it was
wrong; and if they did not quit fighting there, the chances were the
soldiers would all come on ns again and kill us all, if we did not make
peace then. I told Fairchilds that I did not want to fight any more;
that I was willing _to qnit if the soldiers would quit. Fairchilds then
neYer came to my house any more for a long time after the Indians that
were stopping with him bad run off. He was afraid to come then any
more. It was along time that I heard nothing from him. Nobody came
to my place, and I could not get any news. After a great while Fair<~hilds came again with a squaw, and told me I bad better make peace,
for the white people were all mad at us. For a good while then there was
n'otbing going on, and again the soldiers came there. When the soldiers
c ame they came fighting and fought all day. The first day the soldiers
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<rot there th('y fought a little~; the next da~·, all day. The soldiers came
aurl they fought a part of two days and then went away again.
Link Hh·er John came and told me not to be mad at them. I told
them that I never had killed anybody aud never wanted to. vYhen
:B,airehildR came in to see me I told him I was not mad at an.vbody, and
did not want to fight, und did not want any more war. I told li'airchilds I
did not know what they were mad with me about.; that I was williug to quit
fighting; willing for both sides to quit it and live again in peace. I told
him that I did not want the Lost River country an.v more; that as there
had been trouble about that, I wanted to go to some place else and live,
and did not want to live there any more. I told them there had l>een
blood spilt there OU. LoRt River, and that 1 did not want to iive there;
that I would hunt some other place and live; and that I wHs williug to
quit fighting if tlJey would let me alone. I do not deny telling Fairchilds, or anybody else, tllat I wanted to talk good talk. I always
wanted to talk good talk. I wanted to quit fighting. My people ·were
all afraid to leave the cave. They had been told that they were going
to be killed, and they were afraid to leave there; and my women were
afraid to leave there. While the peace talk was going on there was a
Rquaw came from Fairchilds and Dorris's. and told us that the peace
commissioners were going to murder us. That they were trying to get
us out to murder us. A man by the name of Nate Beswick told us so.
There was an old Indian man carne in the night and told ns again.
The lN'l'ERPRETER. That is one of those_murdered in tile wagon
while prisoners by the settlers.
CAP'fAIN JAcK, (continuing.) This old Inclian man tolU me that Nate
Beswick told him that that day 1\ieaclJam, General Oauby, Dr. Thomas,.
and Dyer were going to murder us if we came at the council. All of
my people lleard this old man tell us so. A.nd tlJen there was another
,'quaw came from Fairchilds and told me tbat Meacham and tlJe peace
commissioners had a pile of wood ready built up, and were going to burn
me on this pile of wood; that wllen they brought us into Dorris's they
were going to burn me there. All of the squaws about Fairchilds and
Dorris's told me the same thing. After hearing all th ·s news I was
afraid to go, and that is the reason I did come in to make peace.
Riddle and his woman always told me thetrnth, and advised me to do
good, but I have never taken their advice. If 1 had listened to them
instead of to the squa.ws, tlJat were lying all of the time, I would not
have been in the fix that I am iu now.
The reason that I did not come when the wagons came after me was,
this squaw had come tlJe night before and told me they were going to
burn rue, and I was afraid to come. I can see now that the squaws at
I"i'airchild's and Dorris's were lying to me all the time; and Bob Whittles's
wife lied to me. If I had listened to H1ddle I would have been a beap
better off. Bob Whittles's came to see me and she told me that I was
not her people, and she did not want to talk anything good to me. She
always gave me bad advieP. She told me that if she did uot come back
a gain right straight, that I might know the soldiers would be on to me
t he next day to fight me.
I haYe told you about the advice that I heard and the main cause of
my never coming in and making peace. I was afraid to come. I don't
consider myself, when you came to have a talk with me, the chief then.
When you, and the reporters came in the cave with yon, I didn't know
what to say; I didn't know anything about figllting then, and didn't
want to fight. Your chief makes llis men mind him and listen to him,
a nd they do listen to what he tells them, and they believe him; but my
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people won~t. My men would not listen to me. They wanted to fight.
I told them not to fight. I wanted to talk and make peace and live
right; but my men would not listen to me. The men that were in the
cave with me never listened to what I said; and they cannot one of
them say, and tell the truth, that I ever advised tbem to tight. I have
always told my people to keep out of trouble; that when I met in council I wanted to meet in peace and in a friendly way. I told them when
they would not listen to me, that if they wanted to fight, and would
fight, they would have to fig·ht; but they would not do so from anything
that I told them ; that it was against my will to fight.
By my being the chief of the Modoc tribe, I think that the white people all think that I raised the fight and kept it going. I have told my
people that I thought the white people would think that about me; and
I didn't want to have anything to do with it; that if they war:.ted to
fight they would have to go on their own hook.
Hooker Jim was one that agitated the fighting: that wanted to fight
all of the time. I sat over to one side with my few men and did not :say
anything about fighting. Now I have to bear the blame for him and the
rest of them.
·
~chonchis was with Hooker Jim; he was on Hooker Jim's side. I
was by myself with my few men that I had, and did not have anything
to say. They were all mad at me. Then I would think that the white
people would think that I was the cause of all this fuss ; and. then I
would think again that they surely could not think so, when they knew
that these other men had comwitted these murders. I would talk to
them, but they would not listen to me. I ·told them that I liked my wife
and my children, and I did not want any trouble, but. wanted to live in
peace; but they would not listen to what l would say. I had not done
anything. I had not shot anybody. I nev(~r commenced the fight.
Hooker Jim is the one that always wanted to fight, and commenced killing and murdering. 'Vhen I would get to talking they would tell me
to hush! that I didn't know anything; that I was nothing more than
an old squaw. I and Hooker Jim had a fuss, and I told him that I had
uot done anything mean; that be had been 111urdering the settrl.ers.
And I got my revolver, and if I could have seen him through the canvas
I would Lave killed him. · I thought t.hat I wonld kill him; and I wanted
to kill him, for he is the one that murdered the settlers on 'rule Lake.
I thought that the white people were mad uecause I was living on Lost
River, and that they wanted that land there; that is what I thought when
the fight commenced. ·r then had a fuss with another Indian because I got
mad at Hooker Jim-an Indian called George. George and I had a
quarrel, and he told me I was nothing but an old squaw; that I never
bad killed anyuody; that he had killed white people and had killed lots.
of soldiers-him and Hooker Jim. Hooker Jim said, "You are like an
old squaw; yon have never done any fighting yet; we have done the
fighting, and you are our chief. You are not fit to be a chief." I told
him that I was not ashamed of it ; that I knew I had not killed anybod.r,
and I did not want to kill anybody, and I would have felt sorr.v if I bad
killed. any white people. They told me that I was laying around in camp
and did not do anything, but lay there like a log, and they were traveling around and killing people and stealing things. That they, Hooker ·
and George, were not afraid to travel. They said "What do you want.
with a gun? you don't shoot anything with it. You don't go any
place to do anything. You are sitting around on the rocks." I told
them that I knew and. was not ashamed to be ealled an old squaw; that
I thoug·ht I done my duty by te11ing them to keep the peace; but they
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would not listen to me. I told them t,h at they run around and committed
these murders against my will. Scar-faced Charley told me· that he
would go with Hooker and them ; that he could fight with them ; that
I was nothing but an old squaw. I told them then if that was what
tlley were going to do, why they could go on their own responsibility;
that I did not want to go with them; that I did not want to live with
them. Scar-faced Charley will tell everything that he knows. He don't
wa11t to keep anything back; neither do I want to keep anything back.
Uaptai n JACK then requested to be allowed to suspend further remark!:!,
and to continue to-morrow, which request was granted.
SaHONCHIS being asked by the judge-advocate if he had anything to
say, made the following remarks:
"\Vhen I was camped on Lost River I was scared by the soldiers. I
was living there in peace, killing ducks. I was out ducking, and I
looked over and I could see them fighting. It scared me, and I wondered what was the matter. I looked on each side of me, and I saw the
fire on each side, and I wondered what was the matter; this was the
first fight on Lost River, in November, 1872. I seen the fire on each
side of me, anu I started for the fire. I wondered to myself if the soldiers and Inuians were :figllting, and wondered what it was about; and
wondereu who was the cause of the :fight, and how the fight could take
place there, and wby the soldiers came to kill my children. I wondered
where a chief could come from tlH,Jt was mad with me. I didn't know
why they should come to :fight me and my children. I saw the Indians
putting their guns and their wounded Indians into a canoe. When I
got to where the fight llad taken place, tlle Indians had all gone. I
wondered who had set the grass afire there or the houses. I wondered
what they wanted to burn up my house for. I started then for the
mountains. I went to hunt my family. I overtook Hooker Jim in the
mountain; I told him not to go. Hooker Jim told me that there were
two of our men killed. Hooker Jim was Yery mad, and kept on in the
mountains. I told him not to fight, but to go to the mountaim: and sta,y
there. I told him to make haste and get into the mountains. I followed him for a long ways, and talked to him until I got beyond a little
hill down on TuleLake, and then I quit talking to him there. Hooker
Jim !:!een four white men there. I didn't see them. I was afoot; IIooker
Jim and three or four others were riding. They went on down to tlle
lake. There I left them, and didn't know what they bad done. After
Hoolrer Jim and I had parted, my son then went and followed Hooker
up. I told him not to go. I went out to une side and sat down on a
log, and sat there for a long time. I looke<l over toward Lost River,
and seen the soldiers coming. \Vhen I seen the soldiers coming I struck
out for the mountains. Then I came down off of the mountains antl
went on to the flat of Tale Lake. I met Curly-Headed Doctor down in
the settlement where the whites were living, after he had killed the settlers. I talked to them, and told them not to do it; but they would not
listen to me. I went down toward the east end of TuleLake and saw two
white men. I have no more to say.
The judge-advocate then asked the remaining prisoners severally if
they had anything to say, to which they replied in tile negati\'e.
The court then adjourned. to meet at Uz a. m. the following <lay,
July 9th.
H. P. CUnTIS,
Jllajor, J'ltdge-Advocate U. S. A.,
Judge-Advocaf(; JJ!ilitary Commission.
H. Ex. 122--12
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FIFTH DAY.
FORT KLAMATH~ OREGON, July 9, 1873.
Tbe commission met according to adjournment
Present, all the members named in the detail, the judge-advocate, and
the prisonm·s.
The proceedings of the last meeting were read and approved.
CAPTAIN JAcK, prisoner, continued his remarks to the commission as
follows:
The four scouts have told you they didn't know anything about the
murder of General Oauby; and they advocated the murder of General
Can by with me. The Indians that told that the talk took place in my
bouse about the murder of General Canby, lie. It was their own house
it toolr place in. I don't want to keep anything back. I do not want to
tell a lie about it. I would like to know why they told that they did not
want to fight; or didn't say anything in regard to :fighting. They all
talked to me and were all in with it, because we didri't want to move o:ft
to any country that we didn't know anything about. I would like to
know why Hoolier Jim could not tell who he wanted to kill when he
went out there. He says he went there to kill a man; but he would
not tell the man be wanted to kill. Meacham was the man that he
wanted to kill. Them four scouts knew all about it ; and they were in
our councils when we were holding councils,. and they all wanted to kill
the peace commissioners; they all advised me to do it. I thought
that it would all be laid on to me, anrl I wondered to myself if there
could be any other man that it could be laid upon.
Another thing that made me afraid to meet the commissioners, the
Indians lied to me and told me tbat Dr. Thomas and the other peace
commissioners had pistols with them, and wanted to kill us. I told
them that I didn't see any pistols with anybody, and they surely must
have lied. I told them that I did not want to have any trouble with the
peace commi:ssioners; that I did not want to kill them. Hooker Jim,
he said that he wanted to kill Meacham, and we must do it. That is all
I haYe got to say.
Here the testimony closed.

The judge-advocate then addressed the commission as follows:
I did not intend to say a siHgle word in reference to the evidence, nor
do I intend to now. But Captain Jack has cast some imputatious upon
the military and moral character of Major Jackson, which it seems to me
to be my duty to do away with if I can.
Captain Jack states in his speech, that at the affair on Lost Hiver,
1Vf8jor Jackson came upon him in the early morning and surprised
him, and killed his women, and killed some of his men; that he fired
upon them witbou.t provocation, and so much to his surprise as to compel him to jump out of his bed without his shirt; and be expresHed
great surprise tllat the attack should have been made upon him. He
~;ays he wondered at the time why they should be mad at him . .
It is a perfectly well-known fact that there is a treaty existing between the United States and the Modocs, by which the Modocs are
obliged to remain upon the Yainox reservation; and that this section of
the band had been recreant, to their duty, and had persh;ted in remaining
off the reservation, very much to tlw annoyance, and, I might sa.r, to
the terror of the iubabitants of that region where they Jh~ed; a terror
which has been justified by subsequent eYents. Twice, I tllink, Mr.
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l\'[eacbam was compelled to restore them to the reservation; and I un·
derstand, and I believe it is well known, tllat at the time of the Lost
River affair, they were then persistently refusing to return to the reservation, and Mr. Odeneal, the then superintendent, fonnd be muRt call
upon the military to restore them to the reservation. They were in the
wrong in remaining off the reservation, and in refusing to return.
Major Jackson was thereupon directed, in compliance with the request
of Mr. Ocleneal to the post commander, l\fajor Green, to go with his
force and compel them to return.
·
The following is the orller:
ExmBIT C.
[Orders No. 937.1

OimGoN,
Norember 28, 1872.
In compliance with the reqnest of the snperintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon,
(lated Link River, Nov ember 27, lH72, Capt. James Jackson, First Cava.lry, with all
th e availaule men of his troop, will proceed at once via Link River to Captain .Jack's
camp of Modoc lullia,ns, endeavoring to get there lJefore to-monow morning, and if
any opposition is offered on t.he part of the Modoc Indians to the reqnirements of the
superintendent., he will arrest., if possiule, Captain Jack, Black Jim, and Scar-faced
Charley. He will en<lcavor to do all t.his without bloodshed, if possible, but if the Indians persist in refusing to ouey the orders of the Government, he will use snch force
as may be nece~ s n.ry to compel them to do so, and the responsibility must rest on the
Indians who d efy the authority of the GoYernment.
Captain J ack son 1s authorized to make any expenditures that may u e n ecessary for
th e accomplishment of this object.
The post-quartermaster will send n pack-train with supplies to follow the troop, and
he is authol'lzetl to hire such packers as may be necessary.
The troop will carry three days' rations on their sadllles.
Assist. Surg. Henry McEld erry and Lieutenant Boutelle, acting post-adjutant, will
accompany the expedition.
By order of Mnj. John Green:
F. A. BOUTELLE,
Seconcl Lieutenant Firl:it Uuvulry.
HEADQU.AHTERS FORT KLAi\iA'l'rr,

A true copy:
GEO. B. KINGSBURY,
Second Lieutenant Twelfth Infantry, Post-Adjntant.

This paper shows that the actions of Major Jackson were strictly in
compliance with orders in enforcing the stipulations of the treaty, b.v
compelling these .M:odocs to return to their reservation, whicll tlley had
persistently refused to do.
In order to refute the imputations upon l\fajor Jackson's character,
which have been cast upon it by Captain Jack, as I believe most unjustly
and falsely, I know no better way than reading the official report made
by Major Jackson to l\'[ajor Green, of the First Cavalry, commantling
the post at Fort Klamath, on the 2d day of December, three <lays after
the affair at Lost Ri\er. This is a duplicate of his official report, cor.
rected and signed by Maj. James Jackson, himself, in my presence, a
few da.y s ago, and marked by him as a duplicate. It may lJe relied upou
as absolutely accurate. It is an official report, and is therefore eqni ,~a
lent to a statement under oath, or nearly so. Whatever be says as
coming under his own observation ma.v be relied upon with absolute
confidence, and is open to no possible dispute. l\fuch of it is information received by him from others, it is true; but known to be not in auy
degree the less accurate for that reason.
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ExHIBIT

D.

CAMP AT CRAWLEY'S RANCTT,

Lost River, Oregon, December Z, 18i:l.
I llave
now the honor to snumit a detailed report of my operations since I left Port Klamath,
Oregon. In compliance with your order No. 93, NoYemuer 21'3, lt:li2, I moved from Fort
Klamath, Oregon, at 11 o'clock a.m., with Lieutenant Bontelle, Dr. McElderry, tllirtysix men of B Troop in coh1mn, and four with the pack-train.
Guided by Mr. han Applegate! " ·e marched all day and night thronp;l1 a heavy rainstorm, and arrivetl at the principal camp of the Modoc Indians ahont llayligllt. Forming line, I moved UO\Yn on the camp at a trot, completely surprising the Indians, and
creating great commotion among tllem. Halting just at tlle e<lge of the camp, I 0alled
to them to lay uown their arms and surrender. I also got Mr. Applegate to interpret
to them my intention, and ask them to comply with the orderi1 of the Indirm Department. Some of them seemed williug to do so, but Scar-facecl Charley, Black Jim, and
some others kept their guns, and commenced making hostile demonstrations against
us. After repeated dernauds on them to lay dowu their arms ancl surrender bad heen
uuheel1 ed, :wrl seeing that the hostile Indians were getting m or•3 numerous and (\etermiiled, I <lireeted Lieutenant, Bontelle to take some men from the line, ancl arreHt
the leader, if possible. This order was followed uy firing on Lll'' part of the Indians,
aml a general eugagemcnt ensued. I poured in volley after vo11ey among the worst
men, killing th e won,t of them, captnring the camp, and driving the Intlians to the
refnge of the umsb and hills, from whence they kepL up a uesultory fire for some littl(·
time.
I lost, cluri11g the engagement, and almost at the first :firf', one man killcc1, and seven
wonudcd, and oue bor:se kille(l. After driving the India us ont of rang<>, it became
necessary to take care of the wonnded to prevent the sqnaws remaining iu camp from
killing and mutilating them.
Leaving a ~;light skinnish-line in charge of Lieutenant Boutelle, I took what men
could be Hpared and had the dcacl and wounded carrietl to the rin'r-bank, an1l rarrie1l
to Rawley's ranch, about half a mile uelow. I then cli:sm:wt.lecl the camp, capturing
Jack's three rifles and his two saddles. All Indian gnus found ill camt) WPre l.lrokeu
np or thrown into the river. At the same time that I arrin~d on the main camp of tbe
Modocs, a. smaller camp on the north side of the river was attacked Ly tm1 citizens,
among them Mr. Oliver Applegate, Mr. 0. '1'. Brown. of LinkYillP, Mr .•Tack Burnett, of
IRadburg, :Mr. Dennis Cra\Yley, of Linkville, Mr. C. Monroe, of LinkYille, Mr. Thnrlmr,
Mr. Caldwell, and others; they also demanded the surrender of these Indians, which
was not acceued to, and when the firing commenced on the main camp, they opened
1:fire on the citizens and the citizens ou t.hem. One citizen (Mr. Tbnruer) was killed, and
:it is believed several InJianl:l \vere killed and wounded. The citizens, after the first
.attack, retired to Mr. Crawley's ranch, and kept up the fire at long range, preYenting
the Indians from crossing the river and attacldug my :flank or rear. Two citizens
coming up the road, and not lmowing of the fight, were shot, one mortally aud tlw
-other dangerously 'Youncled. Soon after the fight, Mr. Applegate, l\Ir. Brown, l\!r.
Burnett, and ~ome ot.hcrs, left to warn citizens in other places of danger, leaving bnt a
small force at the house ·w here my wounded had l.leen sent, and where n family resided.
Mr. Crawley rode up and a:sked for protection at the ranch, stating that the Indianii
were preparing for a new attack. I monnted the command an<l moved out at a trot
for the lord, some eight 111iles np the river, sending Lientcnant Boutelle with a skinuish-liue to clear the Indians out of the sage-brush, which he did effectually. It was
bet·wecn 3 and 4 o'clock when the troop arrived at the ranch, where we took post., to
.await snpplies and care for the wonnded. While moving aronnd to the ranch, some
straggliug Indians collected ou the other side M the river and bnrnetl a hay-stack and
bonse belollging to Mr. Monroe; after this they moYed out, down Tnle Lake, for their
refuge in the caves and rocks south of the lake. One band from the north side of tlw
river, wl:o had been fighting the citizens, moved clown on th~t side of the lake during
the fight, atJd commenced killing the unarmed inhauitnnts of Tnle Lake Valley.
It was not nntil the next morning after the :fight, while seudiug the wonu1le<l awar
in charge of the surgeon, that I learned there ·were any inhabitants near tbe sceue of
the conflict, or that they had been uDwurned of approaching danger. I immediately
sent a det,a,chrnent with Mr. Crawl~-'Y to aseertain the con.lition or fate of these people.
He visited the first place, Mr. Boddy's, abont three and a half miles below his (~lr.
Crawley's) ranch, and found the house deserted, bnt everything in order, no sign of
att.ack or wnrder, JJO tracks aronnd the house, a clog tied to the door-step, and animals
in the corral. Tilinking, from appearances, that tlw family mnst have had wamiug
and fled, udieviug that the waruing had been carried down the valley, he came back
.ancl so reported.
That e>ening. November 30, I moved to the ford to meet the snrrl.v-train mHl prevent its being intercepted by l'rowling hands <!f Intliaus. The pack tmin came np at
MAJOH: I sent yon two dayfl ngo a hasty report of operations in tbe field.
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midnight, and the next. morning, December 1, the command was moved back t.o
Crawley's ranch for strttion until such time as supplies snfficieut for a campaign could
be collected. The eveniug of December 1, t\YO citizens, residents of Tnle Lake Valley,
came in and reporterl. that the men of the Boddy family bad been mnrdt~red right after
or dnring the tight by the band of Indians who had escaped, and that the women of
the family had uot been molested, but bad walked across the mountains to Lost Hiver
bridge, and were then at Linkville.
Lieutenant Boutelle with a detachment was sent down with these men this morning,
:mel some of the bodies of the Boddy f<truily found in the timber, quite a distauce from
the house, ·where they had been cutt.ing and hauling wood. The detacLmPnt was proceeding on down t.he valley, when they were met by Mr. Ivan Applegate, Mr. Langell,
and some others ·who bad come up the valley, visiting th~ ranches on the north side of
the lake. They reported the killing of the men of the Brotherton f<tmily, (3,) two
herders, aud Mr. Henry Miller. Mrs. Brotherton antl bt·r two little boys had fonght
the Indians away from the house, wounding some of them; she with her three children, two boys and a little girl, came up "·ith the party of citizens and soldiers, and are
now at this station. Qnite a party of citize11s havt> collected here. To-morrow quite
u larg·e force will move down the valley to bunt up the remains of the mnrderetl inhabitants. I send yon a list of those known or supposed to haYe been killed : Mr.
William Boddy, Rnfus Boddy, William Boddy, jr., Nicholas Sheaver, William Brotherton, W. K. Brotherton, Rnfns Brotherton, Christopher Erasmus, Robert Alexander,
John Soper,-- Collins, Mr. Henry Miller.
I have sent a detachment to Clt>ar Lake for the protection of l\fr. Jesse Applegate's
family, and will move the inf~tntry you send me into Langell Valley and Clear Lake,
the only places now threatened.
A company of Klamath Indians, thirty-six in number, comm:wded by Captain Farre,
of Klamath Indian agency, came in to-day, and will go out on tbe trail of the Modocs
to.morrow, to hunt them np and keep them from raiding until tbe troops can move
upon their hiding-places. I think it will be necessary to make a depot of supplies at
this point, as beyoncl this, .in the direction the Inc1ians have gone, wagons caunot be
moved any distance, and the troops have to depend on a pack-train for supplies.
The troop behaved splendidly under fire, although a number of the men were raw
recruits.
Doctor McElderry was present in the :field during the fight, and I take great pleasure
in recommending him and Lieutenant Boutelle for coolness, gallantry, and efficient
service.
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c.,
JAMES JACKSON,
Captain First Caralry, Comrnandin!J B Troop.
Maj. Jorr:N GREEN,
First Cavalry, Commanding F01·t Klamath, Oregon.

'l'be only portion of this official report upon which I rely is that containing J\'lajor Jackson's statements of what he himself saw. He
touches at some length upon the massacres in TuleLake or Lost River
Valley in 1872, but, certain as it is tllat they took place, of them he
knozcs nothing, as appears from his own account, or knows it only from
information derived from eye-witnesses.
I do not accuse Captain Jack of any participation in those murders.
I acquit him of them entirely. I know almost to a demonstration that
he was ignorant of their occurrence uutil after they ha<l taken place. I
have in-vestigated that matter somewhat since I have beeu here, aud I
do not believe he was concerned in them or knew of them in ad vance.
Nor am I sure there exists sufficient legal testimony to ideutif:V the in·
dividuals of that party by whom that massacre was committed. I
acquit Captain Jack of that. But when he accuses Captain Jackson of
having acted in an unmilitary manner, by opening a fire upon him in
his bed, and killing his women without notice, I deem it my duty, in
vindication of l\tlajor Jackson's character, to submit to this commission
the official report made by :l\Iajor Jackson himself. I submit the case
withotlt further remark.
The commission was then closed for deliberation, and having maturely considered the evidence adduced, find the prisoner, known as
Oaptain Jack, as follows :
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Of the first specification, charge 1, ''Guilty."
Of the second specification, charge 1, " Guilty.''
Of charge 1, "GuiHy."
Of first specification, charge 2, "Guilty.''
Of second specification, charge 2; "Guilty."
Of charge 2, '' Guilty."
And the commission does therefore sentence him, Captain Jack, to be
hanged by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the
proper authority shall direct; two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring therein.
And the commission do find the prisoner known as Schonchis as follows:
Of the first specification, charge 1, "Guilty."
Of the second specification, charge 1, "Guilty."
Of the first charge, ''Guilty."
Of the first specification, charge 2, ''Guilty."
Of the second specification, charge 2, ''Guilty."
Of the second charge, "Guilty."
And the commission do therefore sentence him, Schcnchis, to be hanged
by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the proper authority may direct, two thirds of the members of the commit:lsion concurring therein.
And the comtnission do find the prisoner, Boston Charley, as follows:
Of specification I, charge I, ''Guilty.''
Of specification 2, charge I, "Guilty."
Uf charge 1, ''Guilty.''
Of specification I, charge 2, "Guilty."
Of specification 2, charge 2, "Guilty."
Of charge 2, "Guilty.'7
.And the commission do therefore sentence him, Boston Charley, to
be hanged by the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the
proper authority shall di1~ect, two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring therein.
And the commission do :find the prisoner, Black Jim, as follows:
Of specification I, charge 1, "Guilty."
Of specification 2, charge I, "Guilty."
Of cllarge 1, " Guiity ."
Of specification I, charge 2, "Guilty."
Of specification 2, charge 2, "Guilty."
Of charge 2, "Guilty."
And the commission do sentence him, Black Jim, to be hanged by the
neck until he be dead, at such time and place as the proper authority
shall direct; two. thirds of the members of the commission concurring
therein.
-·
And the commission do find the prisoner, Barncho, as follows:
Of specification I, charge I, "Guilty.~)
Of S(Jeci:fication 2, charge 2, ''Guilty."
Of cllarge 1, "Guilty."
Of specification 1, charge 2, ''Guilty."
Of specification 2, charge 2, "Guilty."
Of cllarge 2, "Guilty."
And the commission do therefore sentence him, Barncho, to be hanged
by the neek until he be dead, at such time and place as the proper authority ma.y direct; two-thirds of the members of tlle commission concurring therein:
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And tile commission do find the prisoner, Schloluck, or Uok, as foliows:
Uf specification 1, charge 1~ "Guilty."
Of specification 2, charge 1, '{.Guilty."
Of charge 1, " Guilty."
Of specification 1, cha.rge 2, '' Guilts."
Of specification 2, charge 2, "Guilty.~'
Of ~barge 2, " Guilty."
And the commission does t,herefore sentence him, Scholuck, alias Cok,
t o l>e banged hy the neck until he be dead, at such time and place as
the proper authority shall direct; two-thirds of the members concurring
therein.
vV. L. EilLIOTT,
Lieut.- Col. First Cavalry, President Jlfil. Corn.
H. P. CURTIS,
..~liaj. U. S. A., Judge-Advocate j}fil. Corn.
The judge -advocate having informed the commission that he had no
furth-er business to bring before it, the commission adjourned s-ine die.
\V. L. ELLIOTT,
Lieut.-Ool. First Cavalry, President ~Mil. Com.
H. P. CURTIS,
Jl[aj. U. 8. A.., Jttdge-.Advocate 11fil. Com.

The proceedings and findings of the military commission in the above
cases of Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black ,Jim, Barncho,
Schloluck or Cok, Modoc Indian prisoners, are approved, and the
s entences ~tre confirmed. In compliance with War Department General
Order No. 72, July 7, 1873, they are respectfully transmitted to the
Bureau of Military Justice, to be laid before the President for his orders.
JEF. C. DAVIS,
. Col. and Bvt. .J.~faj.- Genl. U. S. A., Reviewing Officer.
JULY 29, 1873.
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, August 22, 1873.
The foregoing sentences in the cases of Captain Jack, Shoncllis, Black
..Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck alias
Cok, Modoc Indian prisoners, are hereby approv·ed; and it is ordered
t hat the sentences in the sa,id cases be carried into execution by the
proper military authority1 under the orders of the Secretary of vVar, on
t he third day of October, eighteen hundred and seventy-three.
U.S. GRANT,
President.
WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, .August 23, 1873.
The foregoing record of the proceedings in the trial by military commission of Captain Jack, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley,
Barncho alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck alias Cok, Modoc Indian
prisoners, having been transmitted to the President and laid before him
for !lis orders thereon; and the President having in the foregoing orders
approved the sentences and directed that they be executed under the
orders of the Secretary of War, the sentences will be duly executed
under the direction of the general commanding the Department of the
Columbia, at Fort Klamath, Oregon, Friday, October 3, 1873.
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Becretary of War.

APPENDIX.
A.
DEPARTl\<IENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., June 14, 1873.
I, Columbus Delano, Secretary of the Interior, do hereby certif.y that
the annexed are true copies of the originals on record in this Depart·
ment.
In testimony whereof! have hereunto subscribed my name and caused
the seal of the Department to be affixed, the day and year above
written.
0. DET.JANO,
(SEAL•l
Secreta.r y of the Interior.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

]}larch 18, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Fairchild Ranclt, California :
Your telegram 13th received; Jesse Applegate discharged from cornmission at his request, to date February 26. Reverend E. Thomas, of
Petaluma, appointed in Applegate's place. Inform General Canby, and
call commission together when deemed necessary by you and him.
C. DELANO,
Secretm·y.
[Telegram.]
DEPARTMEN1' OF 'l'IIE INTERIOR,

lVasltington, lliarch 19, 1873.
Rev. E. THOMAS,
Petalumw., California :
You have been appointed a member of the peace commission, in place
of Applegate, to treat with Modocs.
C. DELANO,
Secretar~.

B.
[General Orders No. 100.]
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUT.A.JITT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, April 24, 1873.
The following instructions for the government of Armies of the United
States in the :tieiU, prepared by Francis Lieber, I.L. D., and revised by
a board of officers, of which Major-General E. A. Hitchcock is president,
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having been approved by the President of the United States, he commands that they be published for the information of all concerned:
By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
[EXTRACTS.

J

11. The law of war does not only disclaim all crnelty unci hrul faith concerning
engagements concludeu with the enemy during the war, but also the keeping of stipulations solemnly contracted by the belligerents in time of peace, aud avowedly intended to remain in force in case of war bet,>een the contracting forces.
59. A prisoner of war remains answerable for his crimes committed against the captor's army or people, committed before he was captured, and for which be bas not been
punished by his own authorities.
101. While deception in war is admitted as a just and necessary means of hostility,
and is consistent with honorable warfare, the common law of war allows even cn,pital
punishment for clandestine or treacherous attempts to injure au enemy, because they
are so dangerous, and it is so difficult to guard agtLinst them.
114. So sacred is the character of a flag of truce, and so necessary is its sacredness,
that while its abuse is an especially heinous offense, great caution is requisite, on the
other band, iu convicting the bearer of a flag of truce as a spy.
A true copy:
II. P. CURTIS,
Judge-Advocate U.S. A., Judge-Adrocate Military Comntission.

c.
[Orders No. 93.]
HEADQUARTERS FoRT KLAl\'LA_Tn, OREGON,

Novembm· ~8, 1872.
In compliance with t.he request of the superintendent of Indian affairs
for Oregon, dated Link River, Noyember 27, 187.2, Uapt. James Jackson, First Cavalry, with all the available men of his troop, will proceed
at once, via Link River, to Captain Jack's camp of 1\lodoc India,n~, endeavoring to get there 'before to-morrow morning; and if any opposition
is offered on the part of the Modoc Indians to the requirement~ of the
superintendent, he will arrest, if possible, Captain Jaek, Black Jim, and
Sca-r-Faced Charley. He will endeavor to do all this without bloo<l~hed,
if possible; l>ut if the Indians persist in refusing to obey the orders of
the Goyernment, he will use such force as may l>e necessary to compel
them to do so; and the responsibility must rest on the Indians who
defy the authority of the Government.
Captain Jackson is authorized to make any expenditures that may be
necessary for the accomplishment of this object.
'l'he post-quartermaster will send a pack-train with supplies to follow
the troop, and he is authorized to hire such packers as may be necessary.
The troop will carry three days' rations on their saddles.
Asst. Surg. Henry McElvery and Lieutenant Boutelle, acting postadjutant, will accompany the expedition.
By order of Maj .•John Green:
F. A. BOUTELLE,
Second Lieutenant First Cavalry.
A true copy:
G. W. KINGSBURY,
Second Lieutenant Twelfth Infantry, Post-Adjutant.
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D.
[Duplicate.]
CAMP AT ORAWLEY'S RANCH,

Lost Ri'l.ler, Oregon, December 2, 1872.
~IAJOR: I sent you, two daJ~s ago, a hasty report of operations in the
field. I have now the honor to submit a detailed report of my operations sil1ce I left Fort Klamath, Oregon. In compliance with your order
No. 93, November 28, 1872, I moved from Fort Klamath, Oregon, at 11
a. m., with Lieutenant Boutelle, Doctor McElderry. thirty-six men of B
Troop in column, and four with the pack-train. Guided by 1\Ir. IYau Applegate, we marched a11 day and night through a hea''Y rain-storm, aud
arrived at the principal camp of !the Modoc Indians about daylight.
Forming line, I mo\ed down on the camp at a trot, completely surprising the Indians and creating great commotion among them. Halting just at the edge of the camp, I called to them to lay down their
arms and surrender. I also got Mr. Applegate to interpret to them my
intentions, and ask them to comply with the orders of the Indian Departmeut. Some of them seemed willing to do so. but Scarfaced Charley, Black Jim, and some others, kept their guns and commenced making hostile demonstrations against us. After repeated demands on them
to lay down their arms and surrender had been unheeded. and seeing
that the hostile Indians were getting more numerous and determined, I
directed Lientenant Boutelle to take some men from the line and arrest
the leaders, if possibie. This order was followed by firing on the part
of the Indians, and a general engagement ensued. I poured in volley
after Yolley among the worst men, killing the worst of them, capturing
the camp, and driving the Indians to the refuge of the brm;h and hills,
from whence they kept up a desultory fire for some little time. I lost
during the engagement, and almo::;t at the first fire, one man killed aud
seven wounded, and one horse killed. After drhTing the Indians out of
range it became necessary to take care of the wounded, to preveut the
squa\\TS remaining in camp from killing and mutilating them. Le~wing
a slight skirmish-line in charge of Lieutenant Boutelle, I took what meu
could l>e spared anti had the dead and wounded carried to the riverbank, and from there carried across the river and carried to Crawley's
ranch, about a half mile below. I then dismantled the camp, capturing
Jack's three rifles and his two saddles. All Indian guns found in camp
were broken up or thrown into the riYer. At the same time that I
moved on the main camp of the l\Iodocs a smaller camp on the north
side of the rh'er was attacked by ten citizens, among them 1\fr. Oliver
Applegate, Mr. Brown, Mr. Jack Bennett, Mr. Den11is Crawley, Mr. C.
::\fouroe, 1\Ir. Tlmrber, l\fr. Calwell, and others. They also demanded
the surrender of these Indians, which was not acceded to, and wllen tile
firing commenced in the main camp they opened fire ou the citizens and
the citizens on them. One citizen (Mr. Thurber) was killed, and it i::; believed several Indians were killed and wounded.
The citizem~, after the first attack, retired to Mr. Crawley's ranch all(l
kept up the fire at long range, preventing the Indians from crossing
the river and attackiug my flank or rear. Two citizens coming up the
road aud not knowing of the figllt, were shot, one mortally, au<l t!Je
other dangerously wounded. Soon after the fight Mr. Applegate, 1\Ir.
Brown, Mr. Barnett, and some others, left to warn citizens in other
places of danger, leaving but a small force at the honse where my
wounded had been sent, and where a family resided. Mr. Crawley rode
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up anu asked for protection at the ranch, stating that the Indians were
preparing for a uew attack. I mounted the command and moved out
at a trot for the ford, some eight miles up the river, sending Lieutenant
Boutelle with a skirmish-line to clear the Indians ont ofthe sage-brush,
which be did effectually. It was between 3 or 4 o'clock when the troop
arrived at the ranch, where we took post to await supplies and care for
the wounded. While moving aroun(l to the ranch, some straggling Indians collected on the other side of the river and burned a hay-stack
and house belonging to l\fr. Monroe. After this they moved out down
Tule Lake, for their refuge in the caves and rocks south of the lake.
One band from the north side of the river, who bad been fighting the
citizeus, moved down on that side of the lake during the tight, and commenced killing the unarmed inhabitants of Tnle Lake Valley.
It was not nutil the next morniug, after the fight, while sending the
wounded away in charge of the surgeon, that I learned there were
any inhabitants near the scene of the conflict, or that they had been
unwarned of approaching danger. I immediately sent a detachment
with Mr. Crawley to ascertain the condition of the fate of these people.
He visited the first place, l\1r. Boduy's, about tlHee miles and a half below his (l\lr. Crawley's) ranch, and found the house deserted, but everything in order, no sign of attack or murder, no tracks aronnd the house,
a dog tied to the door-step, and animals in the corral. 'fhinking from
appearances that the .family must have had warning and ile<l, and belieYing that the warning had been carried down the valley, he came
back and so reported.
That evening, November 30, I moved to the ford to meet the supplytrain aml preYent its being intercepted by prowling bands of Indians.
The pack-train came up at midnight, and the next morning, December
1, the command 'IYas moved back to Crawley's ranch for station, until
1-mch time aH supplies sufficient for a campaign could bP. collected. The
eYening of December 1, two citizens, residents of Tule Lake Valley,
came in and reported that the men of the Boddy family had been murdered
right after, or during the fight, by the bau<l of Indians, who had escaped,
and that the women of the family had not been molested, but had walked
across the mountains to Lost River bridge, aud were then at Linkville.
Lieutenant Boutelle, with a detachment, was sent down with these
men this mon1ing·, and some of the bodies of the Boddy famiJy found in
the timber, quite a distance from the house, where they had been cutting and hauling wood. The <letacl.uneut was proceeding on down the
valley, when they were met by Mr. Ivan Applegate, l\Ir. Langell, and
some others, who had come up the valley, visiting the ranches on the
north side of the lake. They reported the killing of the men of the
Brotherton family, (three,) two lwr<lers, and Mr. Heury .Miller. Mr~.
Brotherton and her two little boys ha<l fought the Indians away from
the house, wounding some of them. She, with her three children, two
bo.rs and a little girl, came up with the iJarty of citizens and soldiers,
and are now at this station. Quite a party of citizens have collected
here. To·mOlTOW quite a large force will move down the valley to hunt
up the remains of the murdered inhabitants. I send you a list of those
known, or supposed to have been killed: Mr. \Vm. Boddy, Rufus Boddy,
\Vm. Boddy, jt·., Nicholas Sheaver, \Vm. Brotherton, W. K. Brotherton,
Hufus Brotherton, Christopher Erasmus, Ro!Jert Alexander, John Soper,
- - Collins, and Henry l\Iiller.
I ba\Te sent a detachment to Clear Lake, for the protection of Mr.
Jesse Applegate's famil,Y, and will move the infantry you send me iuto
Langell Valley aud Olear Lake, the only places now threatened. A
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~ompany of Klamath Indians, thirty-six in number, commanded by
Captain Ferree, of Klamath Indian agency, came in to-day, and will go
out on the trail of tlle Modoes to-morrow to hunt them up and keep
them from raiding until the troops can move on their hiding-places. I
think it will be necessary to make a depot of supplies at this point, as
beyoud this~ in the direction the Indians have gone, wagons cannot be
moved any distance, and the tronp will have to depend on a packtrain for supplies. The troop behaved splendidly under fire although
. a number of the men were raw recruits.
Dr. McElvery was present in the field during the :fight, and I take
great pleasure in commending him a11d Lieutenant Boutelle for coolness,
gallantry, and efficient service.
I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient srrvant,,
JAMES JACKSO~,
Captain First Cavalry, Cornrnan&ing B Troop.
Maj .•JoHN GREEN,
First Cavalry, Oomnwnding Fort Klamath, Oregon.

Signe4 by Capt. James Jackson~ First Cavalry, and made by him a.
duplicate of original report.
July 2, 1873.
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge-Advocate of Commission.

FORT KLili.A'l'H, OREGON,
July 8, 1873.
COLONEL : The telegram from you stopping other trials by this commission than that of the assassins of General Canby and the peace
commissioners, was received by me this morning. The trial of the
slayers of Lieutenant Sherwood is not prohibited by it, but that case it
is impossible to try, for the reason that of the three Indians ·who are
suspected of committing the murder, one, Cnrly-headed Jack, has killed
himself. Miller's Cbarlry is not in custody, and the third cannot be
known nor identified.
Lieutenant Davis, on leaving for Camp Warner and Portland, banded
me a list of the able-bodied Modocs in arrest here, but did not designate whom I was to try. Four of these Modocs, namely, Steamboat
Frank, Hooker Jim, Bogus Charley, and Shacknasty J irn, nre known
as scouts. They were employed, as you know, in pursuing others of
the hostile band, and, according t~ every testimony, did most efficient
and faithful service, and did very much toward shortening the war.
I decided not to arraign them for their participation in the assassination
of General Canby, therefore, though all were more or less concerned
in it.
I am not aware that General Davis promised thAm immunity; but I
am assured by Captain Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery, and others, that
they proved themselves of the highest efficiency and value, so much so
as to earn protection from punishment; and I lt>arn from Mr. Riddle,
the interpreter, that he, himself, translated to Hooker Jim an assurance from the lips of Colonel Green, lately commanding this post, in
the following words, or nearly: "You will not be hurt-you sball not
be burt.''
Additional to this their treatment by General Davis while in his hand3
has been such as seemed to me to be virtually a promise of protection
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from the punishment of their crimes; for they are left wholly free, permitted to go n11guarded about tile fort, and might leave tlle place at
auy time if they saw fit. I was tohl by General Davi'3 that I might
try them if I pleased, but he recommendeu tlJeir employment as witnesses itt tlte character of State's evidence. Of the four, I believe
Hooker Jim the worst by far. Him I llad intended to use, if possible,
in tlw trial of the Lost Hiver murderers of citizens in 1872.
Shoulu it be the intention of the Govermnent to turn over to the State
authorities such prisoners as were indicted for these murders, I belie\·e
it my duty to urge that these four men be reserved fi·om that fate, both ·
because of their services in ending the war, and of the quasi promi:ses
which would seem to hai\'e been made them that they t"~honl<l be protectecl. I am informeu tilat the indictments were found on the information of Mrs. \Villiam Boddy, and. that of those indicted sm·eral are known
to haYe had no part in the murders referred to, and that'l\frs. Bo<ldy
made more than one mistake in her designation of the guilty.
I have omilted to state an addition::tl rea8on which influenced me iu
deciding not to arraign the four so-called scouts. I believed tlmt then•
could be no better policy than that of teaching these s~wages that treachery to their race, uu<ler snell circumstances as those which h<:we obtctiueu
here, would meet with its sure reward. I may ha,·e been wrong in permitting this consitleration to haYe weight; but~ left to decide the q Llestion of their trial by my mnt unaided judgment, I could do uo otherwit;e
than act in accordance with what Reemed the wisest course.
I therefore respectfully iu vite attention to the claims of these fonr
men, all of whom testified. to-day at the trial of the slayers of General
()au by <md Dr. Thomas.
Very respecifully, your obedient seryant,
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge -Advocate Commission.
Lieut.-Ool. J. C. KELTON,
.A.. A. G., Military Division Pacific.
P. S.-I should, perhaps, more properly have addressed this communication to, or through, General Davis, commanding this Department,
but he is now on his march through the country toward Portland, and
the necessity of haste seems to me to require a deviation from the usnal
course.
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge-Advocate.
Official copy respectfully furnished Gen. J. C. Da·ds.
J. 0. KELTON,
Lieut.- Col., .A.. A. General.
HEADQUARTEl~S MILITARY DIVISION PACIFIC,
San Francisco, J1tly 10, 1873.
[First indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTn-IEN'l' OF THE COLUMBIA,
·
Portland, Oreg., July 29, 1873.
This communication is respectfully forwarded. to the Bureau of Military Justice, wit,h the proceedings in the cases of Captain Jack and tllP
other :Modoc Indians just tried, with the remarks that when t,he Hot
8pring party of Jack'.::; band was captured near Fairchild's ranch I
soon disco\'ered that the separation had been caused by a feud or qu~r
rel amoug tlwmselYes. Seventeen warriors, with old men, 'Yomen, and
children, amouuting in all to abont seventy persons, had left him. In
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this party were several of llis best and most notorious warriors. Tlte
most desperate one was Hooker, commonly called Hooker Jim. He was
probably the greatest criminal in the whole land, and had Jack's confidence, before he left him. He knew Jack's plans for the future, his hidillg-places, and caclws of supplies, &e.
I positiYely refused to giYe these captives any information or hope of
exemption from punishment \Yhen they surrendered; refused enm to talk
with them about these subjects, until Jack and the whole baud were
captured. Seeing this, these four warriors, Bogus Charley, Hooker Jim,
Steamboat Frank, and Shag-Nasty Jim, asked an inteniew with mr.
It was granted; and the result was that I found out from Hooker tlu~t
he knew Jack's plans, intentions, &c., and that he was willing to colldnct troops in pursuit of him and his band. The other thrPe did not
profess to know so much of Jack's plans or intentions, but they urged
me to accept Jim's services, and offered. me theirs, even their lh'es, to
accompany and sustain him. Considering the hostile ft>e1ing of the soldiers, the citizens, and Jack's band, which he had just deserted, toward
him; iu other words, considering all his surroundings, it was a bold enterprise. I accepted their offers, an<l put them out well armed and
equipped for the work.
ln a few c.lays Jaek's whole band was found, ehased down, and captured by the troops under the guidance of these scouts.
The diff:'erent commanders of detachments have all borne testimony to
their loyalty and eff:icieney, ::ts well as enduranee and courage.
Although I made no promises whatever at the time of aceepting
their services. I have fl:'lt in honor uound to interpose in their behalf to
the extent of seetuing their exemption from the death penalty.
It was a question with me whether or not it would not be better to
haYe them tried an<l interpose after trial for a proper mitigation of punishment. I left this subject, howe,~er, witll the ju<lge-advocate, aml I
see l>y the proeeedings he has used them as State witue~ses in the trial.
'They are still at Fort Klamath with the other eaptives. I hope the
_W ar Department will exempt these scouts from the order should it be
decided to turn any of the Modoc captives over to the State authorities
for trial. Hooker Jim is the only one the local authorities claim.
JEF. C. DAVIS,
Brevet ~Major- Gene'ral, Cornmanding Department.

E.x;tract from a private letter of Jl1a}or Curt-is, judge-advocate of the 1lforloc
rnil,i tary commission, to an o.fficer in the Judge-Advocate-General's offir.e,
lVashiugton.

I would like to have said a word in favor of lenity toward Barncho
and S1olnck. The others were all involved deeply in the plot to murder,
consulted about it with eaeh other, and acted as ringleaders, I have
no doubt. B. and S., however, I regard as common soldiers, who obeyed
orders in being present, or rather within hail, and wtwm it will be an
unneeessary ontlay of national vengence to put to death. They both
took no visible intereRt in the trial, and I doubt if they understood it.
Sloluck sat with his bands over his faee and mueh of the time on the
floor, apparently asleep. He is quite a boy: at least in looks. Barncho
was little better. Neither of them, I believe, con1d have taken auy
prominent part in the \Yar, or in anything. One of them knocked dowu
Mrs. Hiddle and seized her horse, but did ller no injury.
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WAR DEPART:i.HEN'I.', BUREAU OF M:rLITARY JUSTICE,

August 12, 1873.
SrR: I have the honor to Rnbmit the following- report iu the ease of
Captain Jack, Schoncbiu, (or Scboncbis,) Black ,Jim, Boston Charley,
Barnchc,, (alias One Eyed Jim,) and Sloluck, (alias Cok,) .Modoc IrHliaus.
These parties were brought to trial iu July last, before a military
commission of five officers, conYened at Fort Klamath, Oreg., by Bvt.
Maj. Gen. Jet'. C. Da~is, commanding Departmeut of the Columbia, by
Speciallrield-Orders No. 1, of June 30, 187:::~, upon charges and specifice:Ltions as follows :
1. Murder, in violation of the laws of war.

Spec{fication 1. In t.bis, that they, Indians called,and commonly known as Captain Jack,
Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barucho, nlias One-Eyed Jim, aud Sloluck, alia,'J
Colr, mc01bers of a certain band of Indians known as tbe Modocs, which baud, including the p ersons above-nam efl, was, at the time aud place hereiuafter alleged, engage(l
iu open and flagrant war \Yith the United States, under the chief command of said
Captain .Tack. uid, as representatives of Raid Modoc ba11d, m eet under n tlag of truce
and suspension of hostilities Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, U.S. A., comma1Hling Department Colnmbia, and certain p eace commissioners on the part of th e said United States,
uamely, Eleazer Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens of the United States,
all r epresenting the Government of the United States, for th e agreed and professed
purpose o : discussing and arranging terms upon which hostilities existing between the
Uuited States aud snid band should cease; aud did thereupon, in wanton violation of
said flag of truce, and treacherously disregarding tbe obligations imposed by said
truce, under tile laws of war, willfu:ily, feloniously, aud of malice aforethought,
kill ancl murder said Brigadier-General Canby.
All tlJis at or near the Lava Bed, so-called, sit.uatetl near Tule Lake, in t h e State
of California, on or about 11th of April, A. D.1872.
Specification 2. In thiR, that the~r, Indians, called all(l commonly known as Capta.in
Jack, Scbonchis. Boston Charley, Black Jim, Bamcho, alias Ont> Ereu Jim, :uHl Sloluck,
alias Cok, m embers of a cert.a.in baud of Indians known as the l\1odocs, which band, including th e prisoners above-nam ed, was, at the time and place hereinafter allege<l,
en~aged in open aucl flagrant \Yar with the United States, ,mtler th e chief command
of said Captain Jack, did, as representatinlt; of said Modoc baud, meet under a tlag of
truce and suspeus1on of hostilities Brig. Geu. E. R. S. Canby, commltn<ling military
Depart,mcnt of the Columbia, and certain peace commissioners on the part of the
United States, nn.mely, Elea.zer Thomas, A. B. Meacham, an<l L. S. Dyer, citiz<ms of tbe
United States, all revresenting the Government of the United. StateR, for the agreed
and professed purpose of discussing and armnging terms upon which hostilities existing between the United States and sai<l band should cease; and did, thereupon, iu
wanton violation of the sacred character of said flag of trnce, and treacherously disl·eg;anling the obligatious imposed by said trnce nndtlr the laws of war, \Yillfully,
felonionslj7 , and of their maliee aforethought, kill and murder said Eleazer Thomas, one
of t;he peace commissioners aforesaid.
All this at or near the LaYa. Beds, so called, sitnated near TuleLake, in the State of
California, on or about the llt.h of April, A. D. 1873.
2. Assault witb inteut to kill, in violation of the laws of war.
SpecUica.tiou 1. In this, that tbey, Indians, called and commonly known as Ca.ptain
Jack, Schouchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barneho, alia~ One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band of Indians known as the Modocs, which
baud, including the prisoners above named, was, at the time a.nd pla r·e hereinafter
alleged, engaged iu open and tlagrant war with the United. States, uud.er the chief
command of said Captain Jauk, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet.
nuder a flag of trnce aud suspension of hostilities Beig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, U.
S. A., commanding Departmeut of Columbia., and certain peace commissioners on
the part of tho United States, namely, Eleazer Thomas, A. B . .Meacham, and L. S.
Dyer, citizenR, all representing the Government of the Unitetl States, for the ag;reett
and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms upon which hostilities existing between the United States autl S;tid baud should cease; and did thereupon, in
wanton violation of the s:\Crecl character of said flag of truce, aud treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by said truce nnder t.he laws of war, feloniously
make an assault with tleadly weapons upon the said A. B. Meacham, commissioner as
aforesaid, with au intent him, the said Meacham, tben and tlwre, feloniously, willfully,
and of malice aforethought, to kill and murder, and did inJEct upon the body of the
said Meacham divers severe and dangerous wounus.
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All this at or ncar the Lava Beds, so called, situated nea,r TuleLake, in tho State of
California, ou or a bent the 11th of April, A. D. 1B73.
Spec~ficati011 2. In this, that they, Iudians, called and commonly known as Captain
J aek, f:lcllonellis. Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho, alias One-Eyt><l Jim, an(l Slolnck,
alias Cok, mcmten; of a, certain band of Indians known as the Motlocs, which band,
including the prisoueis a.bovc nn,med, was, at the time alHl place hereinafter alleged,
engaged in open and :flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command of
said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said J\1orloc band, meet nuder a 1lag
of truce and suspension of hostilities Brig. Gen. E. H.. S. Canby, U. ::;, A., aml.
certain peace commissioners on t,he part of the United States, namely, Eleazer
Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens, all representing the Government of
the United States, for the agreed and professed purpose of discn~sing twd arranging
krms upon ·wllicll hostilities existi11g "between the United States and said hand shouhl
cease; and did, tllen and tllere, in wanton violation of said flag of trnco and treacherously disreganliug the obligations imposed by such truce nuder the laws of war,
felonion~>ly make an assault witll deadly weapons upon said Dyer, commissioupr as
Hforesaitl, with an intent l!tUJ, said Dyer, then a.ud there, felouionsly, willfully, aml of
their llla]ice nforcthon~~ht, to kill antlruurder.
All this at or 11car the Lava Beds, so called, situateclnear Tnle Lake, in tho State of
• Califomia, on or al.wut the 11th April, ll::l~ 3.

These charges, it may be noted, arp, understood to have been framed
upon tlw autlwrity aml with special referenee to the terms of the recent
opinion of the Attorney-General, to the effect that a military commission might legally take cognizance of this case.
T!Je accused all pleaded 44 not guilty;" and it may here be stated
that at the outset of t.lte proceedings T. F. Hiddle (a citizen) and his
wife (au Indian) were sworn as interpreters, and tllat, through them,
the testimony, as well as all t4e material proceeding~, appear to have
l'eeu duly commuuicated to the accused, and, as it would seem, to their
full undPrstanding and comprehension.
The "-itnesses in the case were Ridllle and his wife, A. n. 1\Ieacham,
and Leroy S. Dyer, two of tlw peace commissioners, Assistant Slll'geou
::\IcEldery, and Lieutenant Anderson, of the Army, and Shackmt~·ty
Jim, Steamboat Frank, Bogus Cllarley, Hooker Jim, \Villiam, (or
"\Vhim,) Scar-faced Charley, Da\-e, and One-e_yecl lVIose, Indians, the
last three a!-; witnesses for the defeuse.
The testimony on the trial was in substance to the following effect:
For about six mouths, certainly previous to the date of the crimes
charged, there had been hostilities between the United States aml the
band of .Modoc Indians, of which Captain Jack was the chief, which,
(as it is stated as a historical fact by tlle judge-advocate, though not
shown in evidence,) had left their reservation in violation of the terms
of a treaty between them and the United States, and had forcibly resisted the means employed to secure their return. Two ge11eral engagements had been fought, on 2!lth November, 1872, and l';'th January,
1873, between the United States troops and these Indians, as well as
several skirmishes, in the course of which twenty-two or twent,y-three
soldiers had beeu killed or had died of wounds, and certain citizens. had
been murdered. The United States forces having rno\·ed toward the
lava-beds, so called, in Northern California, near the Oregon line, the
refuge and stronghold of Captain Jack and his baud, a cessation of hostilities ensued, for the purpose, entertained on the part of the United
States and professed, at least, on that of the Indians, of arriving at
some peaceaule settlement of tlle strife. To efl'ect this, 1\lessrs.
:Meacham and Thomas, with Mr. Dyer, the Unit~d States Indian agent
at the Klamath agency, llafl been duly delegated as" peace commissioners," and ordered to the military headquarters in the field, to advise antl
act in conjunction with General Canby, then command~ng the military
departrne11t. A brief period of quasi negotiations then ensned. One. or
two conferences were had between tile commissioners an<J the l\1odocs;
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the principal one, on .Llpril3, terminating without definite result. Then
followed sundry propositions for a further council, made by Oaptain
Jack, and transmitted to the military headquarters by Indian messengers. These were all rejected, except the last, which was accepted.
This last proposition was that Jack and five of his band, all unarmed,
should meet five persons, also unarmed, on the part of the United
States, for a peaceful conference, or ''good talk," at the "peace te!lt,"
so called, which appears to have been a large tent situated at some distance, (how far does not appear,) from the military headquarters. It is
· clearly shov.--n that General Canby and the commissioners had previously been repeatedly and earnestly warned, by H:iddle and his wife,
on information communicated to them from l\Iodocs, that treachery and
danger to life were to be anticipated at this meeting ; in other words,
that Jack and his men intended · to kill them. Such action, however,
seemed so manifestly against the interests of the Indians, in the imme- •
diate neighborhood as they were of a large force of United States
troops, that it was consiclered, upon the whole, safe to agree to the conference as proposed. At least this is stated to have been the view of
General Canby, l\'lr. Meacham, as he says, consenting to the interview
with great reluctance.
The meeting took place on April 11. On the side of the United
States were General Canby, Mr. :Meacham, ~Ir. Dyer, and Dr. Thomas,
with H:idclle and wife as interpreters. On arriving at the tent they
found awaiting them, Jack, Schonchin, (the second in command,) Black
Jim, Shacknasty Jim, and Ellen's man, (since dead,) six instead of five;
making (with Boston Charley auq Bogus Charley, who, having been
emplo,Yed as messengers by Uaptain Jack, had remained in camp over
night and in the morning accompanied the commissioners to the council,) eight Indians in all.
On meeting, all sat down about a little fire of sage-bush; cigars
were given by General Canby to the Indians, and smoking was generally commenced. General Canby first spoke, in a kind, conciliating
manner; assuring the Indians that if they consented to go peaceably
upon their proper reservation, they would eventually be satisfied and
glad that they had done so, as had been other Indians, whose cases he
cited from his own experience. Mr. :Meacham and Dr. Thomas also
spoke in a similar tone. Jack and Schonchin then spoke in turn; and
to the effect that they demanded Cottonwood or '\Villow Creek, (or, as
Mr. Meacham expressed it, Fairchild's Ranch or Hot Ureek,) for a reservation, and wanted t.he soldiers sent away. Mr. :Meacham testifies
that his party gave no provocation whatever to the Indians in their
language or manner; sedulously, in fact, avoiding anything that could
giYe them occasion of offense. H:iddle te&tifies that Mr. Meacham, in
speaking a second time, after Jack, in order to enforce attention or
give emphasis to bis words, sort of bit. him (Jack) on the knee or shoulders, probably hit him on the shoulder once or twice, or tapped him.
But there is nothing in the testimony to show that this was irritating
to Jack, or that he resented it. After this second speech of Mr. Meacham, and while Schon chin was speaking, Captain Jack rose and stepped
back a few paces. Two Indians armed with two or more guns each,
were then seen to spring up from bellind a rock at the rear, and come
quickly forward. These were Barncho and Sloluck; and the opinion
was expresRed in the testimony that the movement of Captain Jack was
a signal to these concealed Indians to appear. Jack, himself, at once
returned to the council, (where the parts· had all risen to their feet at
appearance of the two Indians mentioned~) and calling out "attack," or
H. Ex. 122-13
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a,ll ready, drew a pistol from under his clothing and fired at General
Canby, who fell. Firing instantly commenced on tlw part of the other
Indians. Ellen's man fired at General Uan bv. Schoncbin shot and
: also stabbed Mr. Meacham, who staggered off short distance, fell and
lost consciousness, ar)(_i was, apparently, supposed to have been killed.
He wa8 also shot at by Black Jim. Boston Charley shot Dr. Thomas.
Hooker tlim gav-e chase to Mr. Dyer, firing at him as be ran. Riddle,
who ran, was also chased and fired at by Barncho as well as by Shacknasty Jim. Dyer and Riddle both testify to bullets whistling by tbem,
while escaping, and Riddle's ear was touched by one. Riddle's wife
was knocked down by Sloluck who struck her upon her back with his
gun; but Captain Jack and Black Jim told him to lea\~e her alone,
and she was not further molested. The bodies of General Canbv and
Dr. Thomas were stripped by the Indians. Steamboat Frank," (who
.states in his testimony that Captain Jack had stationed him in the rear,
and who had come up with Scar-face Charley directly after Barncho and
Sloluck:) was seen by Riddle's wife to take Dr. Thomas's coat; Shacknasty .Jim aucl Hooker Jim, as well as Steamboat Frank, Bogus Charley
and William, (or Whim;) all of whom were allowed to testify on the part
of the prosecution, besides corroborating the other testimony in identifying the particular Indians who fired at the different persons, also
leave no doubt by their testimony but that the killing of the peace commissioners had been previou~ly discussed between Jack and Schonchis,
and determined upon, and that the scheme of assassination originated
with them. Biddle, Dyer, and :Meacham all state that, on arriving at
the council, they disco-vered the Indians to be armed with revolvers
imperfectly concealed under their clothes.
Mr. Meacham received four shots and one severe cnt with a knife.
General Canby had .t hree wounds, one bullet passing through his ere
and penetrating his brain. The mortal wound of Dr. Thomas appears
to ha-ve been in the rf>gion of the heart. Assistant Surgeon McEldery
testifies to the character of the injuries received, and the cause and
fact of death in each instance.
The testimony introduced on the part of the defense, though admitted without objection, was wholly irrelevant. It seemed to have
been intended to show that Jack's band were set on or encouraged to
fight by the Klamath Lake Indians, who were stated to have largely
supp'ied them with amn;mnition.
'
A statement of considerable length was made to the court by Jack
and a brief one by Schoncbin. The other Indians declined severally
to offer any. Jack's address was to the effect that before the fight at
Lost River in November, 1872, be had been a good Indian, treating the
whites well and being treated well by them in return; that the attack
on his band by :Major Jackson's force at Lost River was causeless and
criminal, and eonstituted the provocation which dro-ve him into hostility; that he bad nothing to do with the Tule Lake massacres, which
were committed by Hooker Jim and a separate part of the band; that
prior to the council he bad been assured, chiefly by certain Indian
squaws, that General Canby and the commissioners intended to take
his life; that it was Hooker Jim, however, who mainly instigated the
assassination, Schoncllis and George siding with him, and all reproach-ing· him with his peace tendencies.
Scbonchis's statement refers to the attack at Lost Rh'er as tbe
original provocation, bnt is otherwise wholly irrelevant.
The judge-advocate presented no argument upon the law or facts of
the case, but offered a few remarks with a view to \indicating the
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character of Major Jackson, whom he showed to have been acting
under proper orders in marching upon the Indian camp at Lost River.
He referred, also, to the treaty by which these Indians consented to
remain upoll the Yainax reservation, and which they had violated, and
read Major Jackson's report of the fight at Lost Riv·er, which went to
show that he did not attack the Indians until (as be was ordered) after
using peaceful means to induce them to return to the reservation, and
until he had been attacked and fired upon by the Indians themselves.
At the same time he expressed the opinion that Captain Jack was not
in fact personally responsible for the Tule Lake murder ''. But these
statements were all immaterial to the case on trial.
In closing the case, the judge-advocate introduced from Lieber's well,
known " Instructions for the government of the armies of the United
States in the field" certain extracts relating. to the amenability to
jnstice of prisoners of war for crimes committed before their capture
and remaining unpunished, and to the criminal character of those violations of the laws of war which are consummated by means of deception
and treachery.
The court find all the accused guilty npon both charges, and their
specifications, and sentence them to be hanged, at sach time and place
as the proper authority may direct.
The term occurring, in the pleadings, of a "flag of truce," was e\idently intended to express the fact that there was a subsisting truce between the parties. The obligation of such a truce is, indeed, no less
sacred, and its violation no less criminal, whether or not a flag, its usual
symbol, is actually employed. Here, it appears, indeed, from the testimony that no flag was made use of, and the court might well have excepted to the word " flag" in their findings. Their omission to do so was,
howe\er, immaterial, since the specifications irrespective of tlJis term,
fully and sufficiently set forth the existence of a truce, or suspension of
hostilities, and the fact of its violation.
Having thus redewed these proceedings, this Bureau "ould report
that they are regular and without legal defect.
The accused were not supplied with counsel, but there appears no
reason to believe that, on this account, their rights were iu any degree
less guarded upon the trial. As has been remarked, the proceedings
were rendered apparently perfectly intelligible to them throughout, by
means of two interpreters, both well known to and long conversant with
them, one of whom was an Indian. There is nothing in the record going to indicate that full justice was not done the accused, or that such
defense as they had deemed themselves to have was not fully brought
out. Five of the witnesses for the prosecution testifying directly upon
the merits, were Indians of the same band; and their evidence, so far
accords with and is confirmed by the testimony of the commissioners
and of Riddle and lJis wife, that its substantial verity can hardly be
doubted. In their 8tatements neither Jack nor Sehonchin attempted to
deny the commission of the crimes charged.
It is the conclusion, therefore, of this Bureau that a full and just trial
has been had; and as all the accused are shown in lega,l contemplation
to have participated in the murders charged, no doubt is entertained
that the finding in tbe case of each one is entirely warren ted by the testimony. As accomplices anu joint actors, each is severally responsible,
not only for his own act, but for the act of every one of his associates ;
and those not shown to have actually taken a life are guilty, equally
with the rest of the murders committed, as are the latter of the criminal
assaults committed by the former. The commission could not have done
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otherwise tllan to arrive at the same finding and to impose thE:' same
sentence in the case of each separate accused.
And the punishment adjudged by them for the treacherous and daRtardly assassination of unarmed men, engaged in the peaceful discharge
of a high public duty to whicll they had brought the purest motives and
the most humane intentions of the Christian and patriot, was certainly
the only one which justice and the usage of civilized war would regard
as adequate.
The question of tlte jurisdiction of the commission and the amenability of the accused to trial by it, afier being made prisoners of war,
is understood to have been affirmatively detenuined and disposed of by
tbe Executive, in approving the late opinion upon that question of the
Attorney-General, and thereupon authorizing the convening of the
commission by the department commander.
Maintaining that opinion. and there being no further question arising
in the case, the proceetlingR and sentence are respectfu11y submitted for
the action of the ExecutiYe.
tT. HOLT,
Judge- Adrocate-General.
H.o:n. "\Y. "\V. BELICN AP,
Secretarr·y of lrar.

SAN Fl~ANCISC0 1 Au,qust 30, 1873.
'l'he followiug is a correct trauseript of the entire evidence gi,·en iu
trial of Modoc prisoners before a military commission convened at Fort
Klamath, July, 1873, directly or indirectly referring to the two of said
prisoners, commonly known as Barncho aud Sloluck:

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The JUDGE-ADVOCATE:
Question. Have ~·ou any objection to any of these officers present
trying ;you~
BARNCHO. I will take them.
SLOLUCK. None.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Barncho and · 8loluck plead '• Not guilty" to cnch and all of the
cllarges and specifications.
In the testimony of T. F. Riddle.

The JuDGE-ADVOCATE:
Question. ~rere the prisoners, now at the bar. present at the meeting
with the commissioners on the 11th of April ?-Answer. Yes, sir. 1
identify all but Barncbo and Slolnck. I seen them but didn't know
them. They were seYenty-fiye yards behind me; they came up bebind.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. '\\ hat position did Barncho nnd Sloluck hold among the l\fodocs ~-A. They are uot anything. At the meeting of the 11th of April,
Barucho and Sloluck were not in the council; they came up after the
firing commenced.
7

*

*

*

Q. Which of these men were there on the lOth of April, when you
went with tbe note !-A. There was Boston; Black Jim was there; Dave
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was there, and Barncho; I don't remember whether Schonchis was.
there or not at the time the conyersation was going on.

*

*

*

*

'*

*

*

Q. At the meeting of Aprilll, did any other Indians come up ~-A •.

Just as the firingcommenced,I saw two Indians coming up, packing their
guns. The,y were carrying them along in their arms. I could not tel1
how many each man had; iL looked like they had some two or three
apiece. I cannot identify those men; I did not stop to look to see who
they were; I saw they were Indians.
In the testimony of" Toby," ( Jlrs. Riddle.)

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The JuDGE-ADVOCATE :
Q. Did any other men jGin the party '~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. \Vhen, and who were the men ?-A. I saw tllree more come upBarncbo and Slolnck and another.
Q. Did any bod),. strike, or wound, or lmrt you ?-A. Yes, sir;
Sloluek.
Q. \Vhat did be do to you ?-~t\. He hit me across the back and
knocked me down. I was on the ground.
Q. Did you see your husband when he ran awny ?-A. Yes, sir; and
I saw three men after him.
Q. Did anybody fire at him ~-A. Yes, sir.
Q. Can you say who those three men were ~-A. Yes; Barncho,
Shacknasty Jim, and Bllen's man. Bllen's man is <lead.
Q. What were they doing or bringing~ vVhat <lid they come up
for ~-A. I didn't see them until they got up right in there. They were
packing guns. I think they had three apiece.

*

Q. Did Sloluck only strike you once ~-A. Only once.
Q. Why didn't be strike you more than once 1-A. Captain Jack and

another Indian told him to let me alone. He was about to strike me
again. He was talking to me, and trying to get the horse.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Where did these two lllen, Sloluck and Barncho, come from when
they came ?-A. They came up from behind a kind of ridge of rocks

ato:.1t one hundred yards, or such a matter, from where the peace-tent
was.
Q. Had they been bid behind there ~-A. Yes, sir; I guess they bad
been hid there.
Q. You didn't see them at first when you went to the meeting 1A. No ; I (lidn't see them.

*

*

*

*

'*

*

Q. Who were the three men that came np from behind the

*

rocks~-

A. Steamboat Frank, Slolnck, and Barncho.

In the testimony of L. S. Dyer.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Do yon recognize all of these prisouers at the bar ?-A. No.

I

recognize Captain Jack, John Schonchis, and Boston Charley.
ln the test-imony of Shacknasty Jim,.
Q. Did Slolnck and Ba.rncho have au.rthiug in their bauds at this
meeting of Aprilll 0?-A. They were packing guns.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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Q. What did Barncho do, if anything !-A. He ran Riddle, and was
shooting after Rilldle.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Did you see Sloluck do anything ~-A. I saw him close to the

woman Toby, but the tent wa·s sort of between tllem, and I didn't see
what he done; but be was there among them.
In the testhnony of Steamboat Frank.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Did you see Barncho there '?-A. I seen Barneho before they

started in there.

*

*

In tlte testimony of A. B.

*

*

*

*

~Meacham.

*

Q. State which of the prisoners you recognize, if you please.-A.

Captain Jack, Scboncbis John, Boston. I am not sure of the names of
the others. I recognize the faces of t'iro others there; . but I am not
sure of their names.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. You think these two men that appeared from the rocks came out

into sight before the first pistol was fired ~-A. I know it, sir.
Q. You saw them come out ?-A. I did, sir.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Did you notice whether there were any more firing Y-A. Tllere

was. The firing was very hot, and they were all very active making
hostile demonstrations on the peace commission party, and one man
was after Dyer, I know, but I cannot tell who be was.
Q. You saw that ?-A. I saw that; I saw Dyer running, and I saw
Riddle running, and some man chasing him; but I cannot designate
the man who did it, only they were of tlle party who were in tlle council.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Q. Were the Indians armed who were secreted in the rocks,

*

d who
came forward during the conference ~-A. They were, wit lt an
Q. Did the Indians who came out of the rocks make their apPearance
before or after Captain Jack left his place and went to the rear ?-A.
After he started to go to the rear.
Q. Do you understand that Jack's going to the rear was a signal to
those Indians hidden in the rocks to coD?e out with their guns ?-A. I
have always supposed it to have been the signal; I beliAve it to have
been.
I hereby certify tllat tlle foregoing is a correct transcript of a portion
of my short-band notes taken in tlle trial.
E. S. BELDEN,
Official Sho-rt-hand Reporter.

JuDGE-ADVOCATE's OFFICE,
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA,
San Francisco, September 2, 1873.

GENERAL: It is ::;tated that efforts have already been made, and it is
probable that many efforts will yet be made, to induce the President to
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modify his action in the cases of the Modoc assassins now under sentence of death.
Having helU the position of judge-advocate of the commission before
which these six prisoners were tried, I am somewllat qualified from my
official connection with the trial, and as a daily eye-witness of the
appearance and demeanor of the prisoners referred to, to form an opinion on the question of the degree of responsibility for which each of
them should properly be held accountable, and I shall, I am persuaded,
be accquitted of intentional intrusiveness, if I deem it my duty to lay
that opinion before the Executive tllrough you.
For the four principal criminals, Captain Jack, Sc.llonchis, Boston,
and Black Jim, I do not desire to speak. But of the other two, Barncho
and Sloluck, I could not r~sist the conviction that they were merely
tools in the hands of other and abler men; that they exercised, and
were capable of exercising, no influence upon the deliberations of their
leaders; and that in being present as they were at the massacre of the
commissioners~ they were acting in obedience to orders and with no
adequate understanding of the magnitude of the crime. Barncho appeared to me to be <>f a low order of intelligence, and to have imperfectly understood the purpose of the trial, or the danger in which he
stood. Sloluck is quite young in years; is apparently extremly ignorant and obtuse; anu, to all appearance, stands in mental capacity little
above the level of the brute. During the entire course of the trial he
sat by preference on the floor of the court-room, with his bead buried
in his arms, his face sunken upon his chest, maintaining a perfect silence,
asking no questions, taking no visible interest in the proceedings, and
much of the time seeming to be asleep. Barncho listened with somewhat more attention, but yet showed a degree of stolid :fndiffereuce so
surprising as to compel a doubt of llis comprehension of what was taking
place, as well as of his ability to appreciate in any degree either the
ernormity of llis crime or the justice of its punishment.
The other four named abo\e I believe to have well understood from
the first moment of the conception of tlle conspiracy the infamous nature
<>f their act, the baseness of its treachery, and the deservedness of the
severest pnnislnuent. I cannot, however, avoiu the feeling that Barncbo
and Sloluck knew little of all this; and that they obeyed the oruer of
their chief in the same spirit with which an enlisted man obeys the
orders of llis officer; but wit.h far less intelligence, aud with little conception of tlle atrocity of tlle rleed which they were required to take
part in.
I respectfully submit these conclusions for what they may be worth,
solely in the belief that the President, in deliberating upon his response
to the pressure to which I assume he will be exposed, will be glad to be
assisted by every ray of information, coming from whatever source,
·which may throw any light upon the question he will be expected to
decide. As the object of tlle execution of the prisoners is doubtless, in
part, its salutary effect upon other hostile tribes, it may well be that
clemency toward any of them, no matter what their degree of intelligence or of influence, would be a dangerous error.
I submit with this a copy of all the evidence laid before the commission which bore in any way upon the two prisoners referred to.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. P. CURTIS,
J~tdge-Advocate, United States Army.
:Maj. Gen. J. M. ScHOFIELD.
Commanding ]}filitary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco~ Cal.
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[First indorsement.]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,
·
San Francisco, September 4, 1873.
Major Curtis having thought lt his duty to submit this communication, it is rrspeetfnlly forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the
Army.
J. l\1. SCHOFIELD,
Jl1ajor- (}ene'ral.
[S econd iudorsement .]

'y AR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, Octobe1· 8, 1873.
Respect(u11y referred to the ,J ndge-Ach"ocate General.
E. D. TOWNSE:ND,
Adjutant- General.

[Gener al Court-Martial Orders No. 32.]

W .AR DEPAR'l'MEN'l', ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, August 23, 1873.

I. Before a military commission which con\ened at Fort Klamath,
Oregon, July 1, 1873, pursuant to Special Field Orders No. 1, dated
June 30, 1873, Headquarters Department of the Columbia, in the Field,
Fort Klamath, Oregon, and of which Lieut. Col. V\l. L. Elliott, First
Cavalry, is president, were arraigned and tried-Captain Jack, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston \.Jharley, Barncho, alias
One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Uok, Modoc Indian captives.
CHARGE I. "Murder, in violation of the laws of war."
Specification 1. "In this: that they, Indians called and commonly
known as Uaptain Jack, Schon chis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band
of Indians known as the Modocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, was, at the time 'and place hereinafter alleged, engaged
in open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Morloc band,
meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E. R.
S. Canby, U.S. A., commanding Department of the Columbia, and certain
peace commissioners on the part of the said United States, namely,
Eleazur Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens of the United
States, allrepresentingthe Governmentofthe United States, fortheagreed
and professed purpose of discussing and arrangillg terms upon which
hostilities existing between the United States and said band should
cease; and did thereupon, in wanton violation of said flag of truce, and
treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by said truce under
the laws of war, willfully, feloniously, and of malice aforethought, kill
and murder said Brigadier-General Canby. All this at or near the laYabeds, so called, situated near Tule Lake, in the State of California, on
or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
Specification 2. "In this: that they, Indians called and commonly
known as Captain Jack, Schoncbis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain band of
Indians known as tbe Modocs, which band, including the prisoners
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above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged
in open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief
command of said Captain Jack did, as representatives of the said
Modoc band, meet, under a flag of truce and suspension of hostilities,
Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, U. S. A., commanding l\filitary Department
of the Columbia, and certain peace' commissioners on the part of the
United. States, namely, Eleazur Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S.
Dyer, citizens of the United States, all representing the Government of
the United States, for the agreed and professed purpose of discussing and
arranging terms upon whichhostilitiesexistingb.etween the United States
and said band should cease; and did thereupon, in wanton Yiolation of
tlle sacred character of said flag of truce, and treacherously disregarding
the obligations imposed by such truce under the laws of war, willfully,
feloniously, and of their malice aforethought, kill and murder said
Eleazur Thomas, one of the peace commissioners aforesaid. All this
at or near the lava-beds, so called, situated near TuleLake, in the State
of California, on or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
CHARGE II. "Assault with iutent to kill, in Yiolation of the laws of
~ar."

Specification 1. "In this: that they, Indians called and. commonly
known as Captain Jack, Schonchis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed .Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, members of a certain .band
of Indians known as the 1\tiodocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in
open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command
of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet,
under a :flag of truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E. R. S.
Canby, U.S. A., commandingtheDepartmentoftheColumbia, and certain
peace commissioners on the part of the United States, namely, Eleazur
Thomas, A. B. Meacham, and L. S. Dyer, citizens, all representing the
Government of the United States, for tlle agreed and professed purpose of
discussing and arranging terms upon which hostilities existing between
the United States and said band should cease; and did thereupon, in
wanton violation of the sacred character of said flag of truce, and
treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by such truce under
the lavi'S of war, feloniously make an assault with deadly weapons upon
the said A.' B. Meacham, commissioner as aforesaid, with an intent him,
the said ·Meacham, then and. there, feloniously, willfully, and of malice
aforethought, to kill and murder, and did inflict upon the body of the
said Meacham divers severe and dangerous wounds. All this at or near
the lava-beds, so called, situated near TuleLake, in the State of California, on or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
Specification 2. " In this: that they, Indians called and commonly
known as Captain Jack, Schon chis, Boston Charley, Black Jim, Barncho,
alias One-Eyed .Tim, and Sloluck, alias Cok,. members of a certain band
of Indians known as the l\fodocs, which band, including the prisoners
above named, was, at the time and place hereinafter alleged, engaged in
open and flagrant war with the United States, under the chief command
of said Captain Jack, did, as representatives of said Modoc band, meet,
under a flag uf truce and suspension of hostilities, Brig. Gen. E. H. S.
Canby, U. S. A., and certain peace commissioners on the part of the
United States, namely, Eleazur Thomas, A. B. l\feachan, and L. S.
Dyer, citizens, all representing the Government of the United States,
for the agreed and professed purpose of discussing and arranging terms
upon which hostilities existing between the United States and said band
should cease; and did then and there, in wanton violation of said flag
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<>f truce, and treacherously disregarding the obligations imposed by
such truce under the laws of war, feloniously make an assault with
deadly weapons upon the said Dyer, commissioner as aforesaid, with an
intent him, said Dyer, then and there feloniously, willfully, and of their
malice aforethought, to kill and murder. All this at or near the lavabeds, so called, situated near TuleLake, in the State of California, on
or about the 11th day of April, 1873."
To which charges and specifications the accused, Captain Jack, SchonchiR, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim, Sloluck,
alias Cok, Modoc Indian captives, pleaded "~ ot Guilty."
FINDING.

The commission, having maturely considered the eYideuce adduced,
finds the accused, Captain Jack, Schonchin, Black Jim, Boston Charley,
Barncho, alias One-eyed Jim, and Sloluckt alias Ook, Modoc Indian captives, as follows:
CHARGE I.

Of the first Specification ''Guilty."
Of the second Specification, "Guilty."

Of the charge, ''Guilty."
CHARGE II.

Of the first Specification, "Guilty.''

Of the second Specification, ''Guilty."
Of the charge, "Guilt.y."
SENTENCE.

And the commission does therefore sentence tllem, Captain Jack,
Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim,
and Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Indian captives," to be banged by the
11eck until they be dead, at such time and place as the proper authority
shall direct-two-thirds of the members of the commission concurring
therein."
II. The proceedings, findings and sentences of the military commission
in the cases of Captain Jack, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley,
Barncbo, alias One-Eyed Jim, and Sloluck, alias Cok, .Modoc Iodin captives, were approved by the commanding officer of the Department of the
Col urn bia, and forwarded to the Secretary of War for the action of the
President of the United t::;tates.
The following are the orders of the President and of the Secretary of
War:
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, August 22, 1873.
The forPgoing sentences in the cases of Captain Jack, Schoncis, Black Jim, Boston
Charley, Barncho, alias One-Eyed Jim. and Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Indian prisoners
are hereby approved ; and it is ordered that the sentences in the said cases be carried
into execution by the proper military authority, under the orders of the Secretary of
vVar, on the third day of October, eighteen hundred and seventy-three.
U.S. GRANT,
P1·esidcnt.

vVAR DEP.\.RTMENT, Wa shingto11, August 23, 1873.
The foregoing record of the proceedings in the trial, by military commission, of
Captain Jaek, Schonchis, Black Jim, Boston Charley, Barncho, alias One-eyed Jim, and
Sloluck, alias Cok, Modoc Iu<lian prisoners, having been transmitted to the President,
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and laid before him for his orders thereon, and the President having iu the foregoing
orders approved the sentences, and directed that they be executed under the orders of
the Secretary of War, the sentences will be duly executed nuder the direction of the
general commanding the Department of Columbia, at Fort Klamath, Oregon, l!,riday,
October 3, H373.
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Se01·eta1·y of Wa1·.

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D.

TOWNSE~D,

Adjutant- General.

[General Court-Martial Orders No. 34.]

W .A.R

DEPARTMENT, ADJUTAN1'-GENERAL's OFFICE,

Waskington, September 12, 1873.
The following orders of the President will be carried into effect under
the direction of the major-general commanding the Division of the
Pacific:
EXECUTIYE OFFICE, September 10, 1873.
The executive order dated August 22, 1873, approvin~ the sentence of death of certain Modoc Indian prisoners, is hereby modified in the cases of Barncho, alias Oneeyed Jim, and of Sloluck, alias Cok; and the sentence in the said cases is commuted to
imprisonment for life. Alcatraz Island, harbor of San Francisco, California, is designated as the place of confinement.
U.S. GRANT,
P1·esident.

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Genm·al.

PAPERS
P'ROl\1

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. .

PAPERS FRO}! DEPARTlVlENT OF TI-IE INTERIOR.
DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. 0., Febr·uarry 3, 187 4.
SIR: I ha\·e the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from
the Executive, under date of the 8th ultimo, of a resolution of the
House of Representatives, in the following words, viz:
Resol1;ell, That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, requested, if
not incompatible with the public service, to furnish the House of Representatives copies of all the correspondence between the different Departments of the Government
and the peace cotbmissioners during the war with the Modoc Indians in Southern Oregon and Northern California during the years 187.2 and 18i3; also, copies of all the correspondence with and orders issued to the military authorities engaged in said war, up
to the perioll of the removal of said Modoc Imlians from the States of Oregon and
California.

I transmit herewith copies of all papers on file or of recoru in this
Department in relation to the subject of said resolution.
I haYe the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretarry.
The PRESIDENT.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRIC1' OF THE LAKES,

Camp Warrner, Oregon, .1liarch 10, 1872.
SIR: I ha\·e the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following
communications, viz:
1. Confidential letter with reference to :Modoc Indians, headquarters
Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg., February 17,1872, signed
E. R. S. Canby, brigadier general commanding.
2. Headquarters Department of Columbia, Portland, Oreg., February
16, 1872, Louis V. Caziarc, first lieutenant Second Artillery, A. A. A.. G.
Gives commanding officer District of the Lakes certain instructions
with reference to :Modoc Indians.
3. Office superintendent Indian affairs, Salem, Oreg., January 27,
1872, A. B. 1\feacham, superintendent Indian affairs in Oregon. Copy
of letter to Ron. F. A. "\Valker, Commissioner of Indian . .<\.ffairs,
.
Washington, D. C., with reference to l\Iodoc Indians.
4. Toucalla, Oreg., February 1, 1872, Jesse Applegate. Copy of letter to A.. B. l\feacham, superintendent Indian affairs, Salem, Oreg.,
with reference to l\Iodoc Indians.
5. Office superintendent of Indian affairs, Salem, Oreg., February 8,
1872, A. B. :Meacham, superintendent Indian affairs in Oregon. Copy
of letter to General E. R. S. Canby, commanding Department of Columbia, witb. reference to l\fodoc Indians.
6. Extract of report of chief commissary Department of the Columbia,
showing amount of commissars supplies on hand at Fort Klamath, Oreg.
7. Tracing of plot of Klamath Indian re~ervation.
Action will be taken at once under my personal superintendence, a
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report of which will be made from time to time as circumstances may
seem to require.
From report of Major Eggleston, who bas recently been through this
country of tbe Modocs, fl,nd others, I do not anticipate any serious
trouble.
The original package came via Fort Klamath, and arri\ed about 12
o'clock m. About ten minutes previous a copy of same arriYed via
Camp Harney.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMEl"t OTIS,
.lJf,ajor First Cal'alry, Commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJU'l'ANT-G ENERAL,
Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oreg.
[Indorsements.]

liEADQUAR'l'ERS DEPARTMEN'.r OF THE COLUMBIA,
Portland, Oreg., Jfarch 30, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the r-ssistant adjutant-general Military
Di\ision of the Pacific, for the information of the major-general commanding.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS .MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,
San Francisco, April 6, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Jlajor-General Commanding .
.ADJUl'ANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, April16, 1872.
Official copy :

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

]'or the

Co~IMISSIONER

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

WAR DEPARTMENT 1
Washington City, March 1~, 1872.
SIR: This Department is in receipt of reports and a voluminous correspondencP, in relation to apprehended and reported trouble with the
Modoc Indians, forwarded by the commanding general of the Department of the Columbia, in which arises a question as to their removal
from their present location to another and more permanent one.
Copies of all the papers bearing upon this matter have been prepared
and are herewith inclosed for your information, and with a view to enabling the proper officials to tak~ intelligently such action as seems to
be demanded in the interest of the Government and of the Indians.
Very respectfully 1 your obedient servant,
'VM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of lVar.
The Ron. SECRE'l'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.
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HEADQUAR'l'ERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., February 20, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the majorgeneral commanding the division, copy of the instructions given the
commander of the District of the Lakes, in relation to the apprehended
trouble with the Modoc Indians, and also of the correspondence upon
the same subject with the superintendent of Indian affairs for this State.
I have considered this necessary in order to prevent collisions between
the settlers :tnd the Indians, and the presence of the troops will allay
the apprellensions of the whites (often the cause of the trouble we wish
to aYoid) and will exercise a salutary influence over the evil-disposed
of both classes.
It will be seen by the papers transmitted b,Y the snperiuteudent that
the question of providing a new location for the Modocs has been submitted by him to the Commissioner of lndiau Affairs, and, as l am fully
satisfied that the Modocs wm gladly settle at any point where tht>y cau
he protected from the hostilities of the Klamaths, I consider it very important that all proper means to pt'event a collision should be adopted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-General Oommandin[J·
ASSISTAN'l' ADJUTAN'L' GENERAL,

.Military Di·vis-ion of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.
l Indorsement.]
HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'HE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, February 28, 1872.
Respectfnll.v forwarded to the Adjutant-General, approviug the action
t aken by the general commauding the Departmeut of the Columbia.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- General Commanding.
[Inclosure

l.J

OFFICE SUPEIUNTI!~NDENT INDIAN AFFAIH~,

Salem, Oreg., January 27, 1872.
Sm: I wonld respectfully call attention to matters pertainin~ to Modoc Indians iu
my third annual report. Previously a full history of the trouble had been subruittecl
t o your Office.
The case now stands that the Modocs, numbering three hundred souls, belong by
t reaty to Klamath, but have not resided within the limits of the reservation except
perhaps three months, being in 1870.
They were ill-treated and abused by the Klamath Indians, and the sub-agent failing
to protect them, they vacated. Peace has been disturbed aud danger seeuis imminent,
and on a strong petition of the white settlers of the Modoc country I have made a
requisition on the commander of the Department of the Columbia for assistance, copy
-of which is herewith transmitted.
If my action is not approved, it wonld seem necessary to countermand by telegraph,
otherwise the attempt to arrest the leaders will be made and war may ensue.
I have suggested in my annual report an alternative, but it has not recciYed any attention known to this office. I should regret bloodshed, but I am powerless to prevent
it without I am authorized to locate these people on a new home.
They steadily declare their determination to resist any effort to remove them.
I had a consultation with Ron. F. R. Brandt on this subject, and bad hoped to arrest
any serious action until the whole matter could have been adjusted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent Indian Ajfai1·s in Ot·egon.
Ron. F. A. WALKER,
Cormnissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

H. Ex. 122--14
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YONCALI,A, OREG., February 1, 1872.
Sm: I presume npon the urgency of the case as my excuse for again troubling;
yon about t.he Modoc Indians now living on Modoc Lake.
I am, as you know, mneh in favor of treating Indians with forbearance and humanity,
and as there were some jnst grounds for the discontent of this baud of Modocs, I fnlly
approve of your purpose last snmmer to place these Indians on a reservation t.o themHelves. But. it seems such an arrangement has even more difficulties in, and objections
to, its execution than was then considered.
If these Indians were of the quiet orderly description that the majority of Oregon
Indians are, these difficulties woulc1 not exist, there wonld be less opposition to the
measure from t.he white settlers of that. country, and they wot1ld in the enJ bec •Hne
reconciled to it. But that they are not obedient, quiet, and ordel'ly is proven by their
ahf'<Pnce from the reservation assig11ed them.
Having broken away from the reservat.i on in defiance of t.he agent and the military'
and conciliatory meaus alone resorted to to induce them to return, they have mhf
understood your forbearance and humanity, and think your policy dictated by weak·
11ess ancl fear, and the impunity with which the~' commit aggressions and levy" black
mail" upon the settlers encourages and confirms that belief.
From ad vices from that quarter their arrogance and impudence have been greater
t.han ever before, and the patience and forbearance of the settlers most inclined to
peace is well nigh exhansted. The Indians help themselves to what they want, when
Ly intimiclat.ion they fail to obtaiu permission. Instead of a more friendly feeling
growing up between t.he races, the hat,red of the one and assurance of th e other is uy
this. conduct continually intensified, and open hostilities may at any day commence between them. This state of things discourages new settlers and keeps those in the
country in a feverish state of uneasiness and alarm, and instead of their increased
numbers driviug the Indians into better behavior, the numbers of the Indians are uein~
constantly recruited by the bad and discontented fleeing to them from the neighboring
reservations, and they, being concentrated in a "body, they actually hold the settlements on Lost and Link Rivers at their mercy, and being perfectly aware of M1is fact
they use it to their own advantage.
Those Indians sold the country they now forcibly occupy, and years ago received
their part of the pa.yment. If the humanitarians who now control Indian affairs have
DO regard for the lives of white men, women, and children, there are reasons for the.
removal of these Indians to their reservations, which may be in accordance wit.h their
tender sympathy for the welfare of the Indians themselves. While a body of imlependent and defiant Indians nJa,k es a" city of refuge" within a days' travel of two
reservations, it will scarcely be possible to introduce or enforce the discipline so necessary and proper a prelimmary to the pious and innocent life the Indians are to live
nncler their auspices.
"Moral suasion" may not be a sufficient restraint upon the vicious red, no more
than upon t.he vicious white man; some kind of physical punish•nent must be the
penalty of crime, at least until the moral lessons have bad time to bear fruit. Such
impious characters, until they learn to be" meek under chastening," will fly to the
"city of refuge" rather than quietly submit to be banged, whipped, or otherwise punished for their crimes; hence those most in need of the lessons of the moral teacher
will be out of his reach.
Poets and moralists agree that the "untutored savage" is also a "wild-man," a.ncl,
like all other wild animals, they chafe and fret nuder any kind of restraint. They will
prefer the liberty and license of the "cit.v of refuge" to even the mild restraints of a
pious life on the reservation, and the consequences will be that the "city of refuge"
will overflow with inhabitants and the reservation desolate.
The people of the city of refuge, like those of other cities, mnst be fed and clothed.
The white settlers in its vicinity having, by their stock and farming operations, diminished the sponta.neous productions of the land, will have to pay tribute to the city.
The collectors of the tax may be made rough men, (red though they be,) who are
not likely to observe those formalities which reconcile " tame" people to be robbed in
the name of the law .
Some settlers, not having the fear of God before their eyes, no~ appreciating t.he just
right of the reel man to rob them, may try to prevent the tax-collector from driving
off their horses, or butchering their cattle. This will cause strife between the red
man and tJ1e white, and both wicked white and innocent red meri also may come to
grief in the scuffle.
In tenclemess, therefore, to the poor Indians, they bad better be removed out of
harm's way, and the city of refuge or Modoc Lake broken np. If this is not done
before spring opens, it cannot be done this year. As well expect to collect the coyotes
out of that region of rock, mountain, and morass a.s the Indians in the summer
&eason.
No kind of force can pursue as fast as they can retreat, and the ,:nilitary force on the
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Pacific is insufficient to bunt th\jm out and route them from their fastnesses. And, as it
would be for the red man a struggle for life and libert.y, many of their valuable live:;;
might be unavoidably taken in the struggle, and some white men may be kil1e(l who
are not deserving of our sympathy, or in as much neecl of being uncler the benign
influence of the gospel of pflace as the Indians themselves.
Very respectfully, yonrs,
JESSE APPELGATE.
Hou. A. B. MEACIIA":'II,
Snperintendent Indian Affairs.
[Inclosure 3.j
OFFICE SUPEHINTEXDEXT lKDIAN AFFAIHS,

Salem ·Oreg., I!'ebruary 8, 1Bi2.
Sm: I haYe the honor to acknowlellge the receipt of your letter of 5th instant. In
reply in part, submit herewith copy of letter to Comlllissioner on this snbject.
Further, wonld state that I had, in my annnalreport for 1871, recommended that a
small reservation be macle for the Modoc Indians at the north end of Modoc Lake. K o
action has bel'n had by the Department that I am a\Yare of. My reasons for asking assistmlce are set forth, or rat,her suggested by the petition fonvanled to yon ; otherwise, I wonl!l have tleferred action until sucb. time as instructions might, be forwa.rtled
from \Vashingtou City. Siuce my letter to yon, I have received a letter from Ron. J essl:'
Applegate on this ~1odoc question, a copy of whicil please find inclosed ilerewith. I
have also learned from J.D. Appelgate, c0mmissary in charge of Yainax, and from
J. N. High, Indian subagent at Klamath, that host.ilities were imminent. I am of the
opinion that any attempt to arrest the chief and his "body-guard" will be resisted b~
them, and serious cousequences may result. Nevertheless, the white settlers must bl:'
protected.
In yonr letter yon refer to the agreement made with the commissioners sent by thiR
Departmeut last Jnly, a.ncl suggested that uo actiou be had until they were noti tied to
place themselves on the reservation, &c. That. conuc:il was held at Clear Lake, somL·
sixt.y miles southeast of Modoc Lake, where they are now located. Hence yon perceive they have not kept their part of tho agreement, and haYe forfeited any claiu1 they
might have bad to forbearance .
. I do not realize that t.here is any justifiable breach of our part of the compact of
July last, by compelliug them to go on the reservation. Had t.hey behaved honestly.
and on their part maintained peaceable relations with the white settlers, they might
h:we Modoc Lake undisturbed. Such has not been the case. and much as I regret the
necessity for forcible arrest and return to the reservation, I can see no other way to
secure peace and mete out justice.
I would respectfully recommend tbat. the commander at Fort Klamath be instructed
to arrest the chief and five or six of the head-men, and hold them in confinement until
some fnrther orders shall haYe been received from Department at Wal:!hington.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
·
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent Indian .d.ffai1'8 in Oregon.
Gen. Eo. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding Department of the Columbia, Portland, 01'egon.
rrnclosure 4.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., February 16, 1872.
Sm: The relations between the settlers on Link and Lost Rivers and the Mo<luc Indians are, as yon will see by the papers heretofore and herewith transmittetl to you, of
such a character as to lead to serious apprehensions of collisions that may result in
hostilities, aud in order to avert this result, and to give protection to the settlers, the
commanding general directs that you at once establish a force of fifty or sixty cavalry
at the point in that section of the country which you may consider best calculated to
secure these ends. He desires that yon will take this force, in nearly equal proportions,
from the cavalry companies at Fort Klamath and Camp 'Varner, in order to avoid delaymg the movement of the companieR .of the Twenty-third Infantry, or the alternatin'
of leaving these posts without garrisons, if orders for their movement should be received bPfore the dut.y now directed is completed.
The point to be selected should, of course, be the one most convenient for any military operations that may become necessary, but all possible consideration must also be
given to the question of sheltering the men and animals of the command employed
on this duty. Yainax Station, on Sprague River, is suggested by t,he superintendent
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of Indian affairs, in his communication of the 23d ultimo, and if there be unoccnpie'U
bnilclings at that station it is possible that anangernents may be made with the Indian
Department for the necessary storage and shelter, if that point be suitable in other
resp ects.
The supplies for the use of thi s command will be drawn either from Camp Warren or
Fort Klamath as may be most economical and convenient, but preferably from the latter po:>t, as the surplml on hand is greater at that post than at Camp Warner.
It will probably be more economical to purchase the forage for the animals than to
transport it from either post, ana if you find it expedient to adopt this course, you
will cause U1e necessary arrangements for the payment to be made in accordance with
the provisions of Genflral Order No. 13, Military Division of the Pacific, 187L
A statement of the quantity of subsisteuce stores on hand at Fort Klamath by the
last, return is herewith transmitted.
You will of conrsH limit tile snpplies to what is indispensable for the health of the
commaud and efficient service iu the field.
As the command will probably be obliged to operate by detachments, it should be
as fully officered as possible, and you will select them from those of known energy and
cliscretioJJ,
Yon will be careful to impress upon the commanding officer that the objec'; in view
is not to make war upon the .ModocR, but, if possiole, to avert war "by preventing collisions bet.ween them and the set.tlerR, and taking such other measures as may be
necessary to keep the peace and secure the settlers from depredations and hostilities.
The knowledge that troops are in the neighborhoods, and to be employerl for these
purposes, will restore confidence among the settlers and impress the Indians with t.he
importance and necessity of good conduct.
The inclosed paper will show you that the question of selecting a new locat.ion for
the Moclocs has been submitted to the Commissioner of Indian Atl'airs "by the superintfmd ent for Oregon, and until that question is determined it is not intended that forcible measures should "be resorted to, unless the hostile attitude of the Indians shoul<l
leave yon no alternat,ive, out you will co-operate with the agents of that department
in th eir efforts to "bring t.hese Imlians in, and establish tbem at the point that has or
may be selected for that purpose, and it is believed that, by proper communication and
representation, this may be done qnietly and peaceably, and that the Modo<:s will be
very willing to remain at that place until the question of their ultimate location is
determined. The commanding general considers this point of so much importance
that be desires that yon will, as far as possible, give it your personal attention, as be
relies greatly upon your experience and your knowledge of these Indians to bring
about so desirable a result.
In conclusion, be desires me to say that a depredation or robbery committed by an
individual Indian is not to be taken as evidence of the hostility of the entire tribe,
although all proper efforts will be made to arrest the offenders and bring them to trial
and punishment; but if hostilities should actually be commenced or be inevitable, the
most prompt and energetic measures must be adopted to suppress and punish them,
and to t.his en~l, all the resources in men and material at the posts in the District of the
Lakes will be at. your disposal, taking the precaution, if it should be necessary to use
the infa ntry at any of rhoRe posts, that they should not be committed to any duty that
would interfere with the contemplated transfer.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieut. Second A1·tille1·y, A. A. A. G.
The CoMMANDING OFFICER,
District of the Lakes, Camp Wm·nm·, 01·eg.

[Inclosure 5.]

Ext1·act j1·om; statement of subsistence stores in rations 1·emaining on hand at posts in the
Department of the Colwrnbict, Decernber 30, 1871.

~:~~n-

FORT KLAMATH, OREG., December 31, 1871.
1

-_ -_ ·_ ~ ~ ~ -_ ~ ~ ~ -_-_ -_ ~ -_ ~ ~ ~--: ·. - ~ ·.·. ~ -_ ~ ~ -_-_ :-_-_ ~~ ·_ ~ ~ ~ -_ ~ -_·_ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~ ~:: ~ ~~:

i; ~~~

1<-,resh beef.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Contract.
Flour ..... -·-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .
58, 777
Hard bread .......•..........•..... - .. _ ..• - . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . .
3, 081
Beans .......................................•. - .......... -... • . . . . . . . . .
44, 959
Rice ... _........ _.......................•.... - . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • .
14, 428
Co.:ffee .•••.••• ---- •.•.•.•.•••••••••••.•••••.•• - - • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
63, 842
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Tea ............. _................ _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
16, 000
Sugar ................................................ . . ·---- ...... ....
'il, :526
Vinegar ......................... _.......... _...................... . . . .
45, 700
Candles.................................................................
77,Gtl0
():~, 100
Soap ................................... ·.................................
Salt ................... _..... _ . _. _..... __ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
~l2, 05:1
Pepper ............. _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
75, 000
W. H. BELL,
Captain mzd Commi1:1sa;·y of Subsi~:~tencc, U. S . .J.

[Inclosure 5.-Confiden tial.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPAHTl\fE;\'T 01<' THE COLUMBIA,

Portlancl, Oreg., Febmary 17, 1872.
Sm: Although yon are probably aware of the general facts, I think it proper to invite
your attention to the complication in the affairs of the Modoc and Kla.math Indians,
growing ont of the attempts that have been or will be made to Recnre a portion of the
lauds reserved for them, under claims for settlemfjnt, grants for mili t.ary an<11 ai !roads,
or as swamp lauds. The treat.y was made on the 14th of October, V:l64, but was not
finally ratified until the lOth of December, Hlo9, and proclaime<l by the Presitltmt on
tbt\ 17t.h of .January, ~870. In this interval a portion of the reservation (in Spragne
River Valley) was surveyed, opened for sale and settlement, and grants for military
autl railroad purposes were made by Congress. It is claimed that these ~tre operation:,;
within the limits of the reservation as well as elsewhere, because the grants were madt'
before the tinal ratification of the treaty. It. is also nnder:,;tootl tllat tlraiuiug operations are in contemplation, which, alt.hough they are to be carried on outsid e of
its limits, will have the effect of dest.roying the value of large portions of tlte mservatiou for tlle pnrposes for which it was reserved.
The determination of these questions does not in any way belong to the military authorities, and they are brought to your notice as giving a vossihle motive for :-;ome of
the complaints against these Indians, and as an additional reason for careful investig~ttiou before ta,king any positive action against them.
It appears to be conceded that the Modocs and Klamaths cannot ltve togetller in
peace, and the superintendent bas suggested a new location for the Motlocs. Pendi11g
tlle action upou this suggestion, this difficulty has come up, and while it i:-; clearly
the duty of the military to protect the settlers from the depredations or hostilities of
the Indians, it is equally their duty to avert any collision that may prevent or tlelay
the quiet and peaceable settlement of this question. Our duty is, if possible, to keep
the peace until it is settled.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-General, Cornrnancliug Depa1'imcnt.
The Co~DL\.NDING OFFICER,
District of the Lakes, Carnp Warne1·, Oreg.

[Inclosure 7.]
HEADQUARTBRS DEPARTi\IEXT OF THE COLU:\IHIA,

Portland, Oreg., Febntary 17, 187~.
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnnication of the 8tb
iustant, and to state for your information, that these papers will be submitted to the
division commander, in connection with the correspondence wllich preceded it, and
which bas already been forwarded. In the mea.ntime I have im<tructed tbe comm;mder
of the District of the Lakes to establish a cavalry force of fifty or sixty men at some
point in that section, which is most suitable for the protection of the settlers. Yaina.x
Station bas been suggested, and will probably be selected by him for this pnrpol'ie, and
I have to request that you will instruct the agent to give the commanding officer any
facilities in sheltering and supplying his command, that ma.' be given withont embarrassment to the operations of your department; aml, if there be any forage or otlwr snpplies not needed for your own use, you will authorize its transfer, to be paid for by thP
proper departmeDt of the Army.
The commanding officer has been advised that the question of new location for the
Modoc Indians bas been submitted by you to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and
that, pending the decision of this question, force will not be used by the military to
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<'0111pel the return of the Moclocs to t.bc reservation, but that be will co-operate fullr
with the agents of your depart.mPI'lt in auy efforts that may be made to establi:,;h them
peaceably at any p0int that way be selected, and to keep them there until the quest.ion is Rettlecl. He bas also lwen i11strncted to give as complete prot.ection as possible to
the settlers, and that while robberies a.ud depredatious committ,ed by individual Indiaus are not to be taken as det,ermining tl1e hostile at.titnde of the tribe, every proper
effort will be made to arrest and punish the offenders.
Tlw present duty of the military is to protect the inhabitants, and, i~ possible, to
keep the peace until these questions haYe been decided by the authority to which they
have been snbmitted. If tltis cannot be done, the commanding officer is instrnct.ell to
nse all' the means in hi::; district for the prompt suppression of hostilities and punishment. of the guilty.
Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,

ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-Gcneml, Commaucliug.
The

SuPEIHNTEXDEXT oF INDIAN" AFF.\IHS.

State of Oregou, Salem, Oreg.
AD.JCTANT-GENEBAL~S 0Fl~ICE,

Washington, March 14, 18i2.
Officia 1 copies:

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Geueral.
For the

COMMISSIO:\'ER OF J:\'DIAX AFFAIRS.

B.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTlVIEN'l' OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., February 7, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the majorg·eneral cornmaudiug the division, a copy of the correspondence in relation to the reported troubles with the Modoc Indians, referred to in
my report of the 3d it1stant.
The first is the eomplaint of J. M. True and Andrew J. Barrett, transmitted by the commanding officer at }"'ort Klamath, with copies of the
' letters to the superintendent of Indian affe:tirs, and to t,he commanding
officer Fort Klamath ; and the second is a communication from the SU·
perintemlent of Indian affairs, inclosing a petition from citizens of
Jackson County, Oregon, and asking for a force to compel these Indians
to return to the reservation, with copies of letters to tile superintendent
and to the commanding officer at Fort Klamath.
The treaty with the Klarnaths, .Modocs, and Yahooskin Snakes was
made on the 14th of October, 1864, and approved by the Senate, \Yith
certain amendments, on the 2d of July, 1866, but not finally ratified
until the lOth of December, 1869. This long delay made the Indians
who were parties to the treaty very suspicions, and I have been informed
by the superintendent th<tt when the treaty, as amended by the Senate,
was interpreted aud explained to them, Captain Jack, the present leader
of the troublesome Modocs, protested that it did not represent what
they had agreed to. He was, however, convinced by the testimony of
the other chiefs, and finally assented to it. ~Then they were established
on the reservation, they went to work with a good deal of interest to
build cabins and inclose ground for cultivation, but were so much annoyed by the Klarnaths that they complained to the local agent, who,
inl'!tead of protecting them in their rights, endeavored to compromise
the difficulty by removing them to another location. At this point the
same difficulties recurred, and a, third selection was made. The Modocs
then abandoned the res~rvation, alleging tha.t the last point selected
was a trap to place them in the power of their enemies, the Klarnaths.
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These changes were made without the concurrence of the superintendent, and, I believe, did not come to his knowledge until after the Modocs
had fled from the reservation. All subsequent attempts to induce them
to return have failed.
In the summer of last year, and in consequence of complaints against
these Indians, the superintendent sent commissioners to confer with
them, (see my reports of September 2 and November 3, 1871,) who
authorized tlw Mo<locs to remain where they then were, until the superintendent could see them. This has been understood as a settlement of
the questions, until some permanent anangement could be made for
them, and unless they have violated some :::;u bsequent agTeement, I do
not think that. the immediate application of force as asked for would be
eitller expedient or just. They should at least be not.ified that a new
location has been selected for them, and provision made for their \vants.
They should also be allowed a reasonable and definite time to remoYe
their families, and fully warned that their refusal or failure to remoYe
to the re:::;ervatiou within the appointed time would be followed by such
measures as may be necessary to compel them.
I am not surprised at the unwillingness of the Modocs to return to
any point of tile reservation where they would be exposed to the hostilities and annoyances they have heretofore experienced (and without
a,(lequate protection) from the Klamaths! but they have expressed a
desire to be established upon Lost Ri,Ter, where they would be free from
t his trouble, and the superintendent informed me last sumnlf~r that he
would endeavor to secure such a location for them.
I u no other respect are the Modom;· entitled to much consideratiou,
and although many of the complaints against them haNe been found
t o be greatl.v exaggerated, t.hey are, without being ab8olute1y hm;ti1e,
sufficiently trou ble~ome to keep up a conrstaut feeling of appn~hension
among the settlers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. R. S. CANBY~
Brigadim·-Genera,l Commanding.
The ASSISTANT ADJUTAN'l'-GENERAL,
llJilitary Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, GaL
[Indorsement.]

llEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF 'l'IIE PACIFIC,
San Francisco, Febructry 21, 1872.
l{t>spectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, concurring in th"
opinion of General Can by that no action should be te;tkeu toward a forcible removal of the Modoc Indians until the question of their permanent location is settled.
J. l\L SCHOFIELD,
lliajor- General Oommandin{f·

Linclosure 1.]
LINK RIVER, OREGON, Jetllllfl1"y 2, 1872.
Sm : Tlle bearer of this is :Mr. Charles True. Mr. True resides on Lost River, near
the Modoc rendezvous, and owns a land-claim, with stock. The Modoc Imlians tha t
have been formerly so troublesome to the settlements iu that vicinity, have of ver~' r ecent date attempteu to impose on Mr. True, and also otbers in that immediate neighborhood, to my certain knowledge. If you can render us any service in having those
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threatening marauders removed, we would be under great ouligations. We all feel
an equa.l interest in having these Indians remove<.l from our settlements, and placerl
upon the reservation where they belong. Any statement that Mr. True makes I will
Youch for, as I am personally acquainted for several years with him, and know him to
lJc a man of his word.
Very respectfully, yom obedient servant,
ANDREW J. BURNETT.
Mnjor JACKSON,
Commanding Fort Klanwth.

tlnclosure 2.]
STATE OJ<' OREGON,

County of Jack8on, 88:
Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, this 3d day of January, A. D. 1872,
ODe J. M. True, of Lost River, Oregon, who deposes and says that certain Indians, of
the Modoc tribe, came to his (True's) bouse, and knocked down the fences which inclosed his bay-stacks, and turned t,beir ponies on to the hay, and also took hay away
to t,heir wigwams, and also fed hay to their ponies, carrying it a>vay night,Jy for several
nights. They also stole household utensils from Mr. Doten, antl halters from Mr. Whitney ; both of the aforesaid parties living near Mr. True. They also ordered Mr. True
not to take away any hay belonging to him, (True,) and demanded money from Mr.
True. Captain Jack, chief of the Modocs, threatened the lives of several white men,
among others Messrs. Ball and Blair, living Dear Lost River, Oregon. Mr. True also
uelieves that there is a likelihood of those threats being carried into effect.
J. M. TRUE.
Sworn to and subscribed before me at Fort Klamath, Oregon, the 3d day of January,
1672.
W. L. CLARKE,
Fit·8t Lieutenant Twenty-third Injant1y, Adjntant.

[Inclosure 3.J
HEADQUAitTERS, FORT KLAMATH, OREGON,

Janum·y 10, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith inclosed affidavit of Mr. True, in relatjon to Indian disturbances ; also letter of Mr. Burnett.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. G. HUNT,
Major Fi1·st Caval,·y, Commanding Post.
ACTING ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

DepaTtment of the Columbia, Pm·tland, Oregon.

[Inclosure 4.1
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Ore!J., Janua?:IJ 25, 1872.
SIR: The commanding general instructs me to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of the lOth instant, transmitting affidavit and letter relative to deprecbtions committed by Captain Jack's band of Modoc Indians, and to ask if you have
any furtller information regarding the report. The commanding general desires that,
in forwarding papers of this character, yon add such informa_tion as you may have as
to the reliability of the statements, and all facts connected with them.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
LOUIS V. CAZIARK.
Fit·8t Lieutenant Second Artillm·y, A. A. A. G.
The COM:\1ANDING OFFICER,
Fo1·t Klamath, Ot·egon.
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rrnclosme 5.)

HE.\.DQUARTEHS DEPARnmNT OJ•' TITE Cou.::\JBIA,
Portlaud, Oreg., Jcwnary 25, 1~72.
Sm: The commanding general instructs me to inclose for yo!u imfon!n,tion a c~pr
of a letter fi'om the commanding officer, Fort Klamath, forwardmg statements relatn'e
to depredations committed by Capt.ain .Jack's band of Modoc Indi~ns, and to ask yon
to please furnish him, if you can, a tracing of the recent survey of the Kla,math reserYation.
Very respectfully, your obetlient servant,
LOUIS V. UAZIARK,
· Fi1·st Lieutenant Second Artillay, .J. . .:I. A. G.
The SuPERINTEXDENT OF INDL\X AFFAIRS,
State of Orego11, Salent, Oreg.

[Inclosure 6.j

OFF'ICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIHS,
Salem, Oreg., January 25, 1872.
Sm: Inclosed please fi ud petition from citizens of Jackson County, Oregon, for removal
of Modoc Indian:-:.
I would respectfnlly ask t.hat the said Indians be removed to Yainax Station, IGamath reservation, by the military force now at Fort Klamath. I would also snggest
that sufficient force be sent on t.his mission to insure success, say fifty men. I ha7e
ordered arranO'ements to snbsist the Modocs at the place above named, and have instruct.ed E. D~Applegate, commissary at Yainax, to confer with commander of post,
and to accompany said expedition, if agreeable to your department.
Now, if it is not cogsistent with your views on this subject to comply wit~ the aboYe
request, I would respectfully ask that a military force of the number designated be
11laced subject to requisition of Commissary Applegate for the purpose above stated.
\Yinter is the only time to succt ssfully operate against these Indians.
.
I regret very much the nec£'ssity of 1his action, but the peace and welfare of wh1te
settlers and Indians rlernnnd that it be done promptly.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent Indian Affairs in Oregon.
General CANBY,
Commanding Depa1·tment Columbia, P01·tlctnd, Oreg.

[Inclosure 7.]

Hon. A. B. MBACHAM,
Snpe1·intendent of Indian Affairs :
General CANBY,
Commanding Depa1·tment Columbia:
We, the undersigned citizens of Lost Link River, Klamath, and TuleLake country
after suffering years of annoyance from the presence of the Modoc Indians, who,
through the delay of the Indian and military departments, have not been removed to
the reservation, as required by the treaty stipulations of 1865, entered into by the authorized agents of the Government and the chief of the Modoc Indians, by which all
their lands were ceded to the United States, except those embraced in the reservation,
as stipulated in said treaty; but notwithstanding all the conditions of said treaty have
been faithfully performed on the part of the Government, it is a well-known fact that
a factious band of the Modocs, of about three hundred, who were parties to that treaty,
have, through the influence of citi~o~ens of an adjoining State, who have been engaged
in an illicit traffic with them, been instigated to set the authority of the Government at
defiance, and to ut.terly refuse compliance with their treaty stipulations by not going on
the reservation; and since there is no longer any conflict between the Indian and military departments, such as prevented Sub-agent Applegate from bringing these Indians
on the reservation, we therefore make this earnest appeal to yon for relief, knowing
you have the cavalry force we petitioned to have sent to Fort Klamath two years ago
for this specific purpose at your command. We ask you to use for the purpose for
which it was procured, that the departments, both civil and military, have not been
kept ignorant of the fact that we have been repeatedly on the verge of a desolat-
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iug Indian war with this band of outlaws, wlw, by ~~our delay to enforce the treaty,
have been led to despise rather than respect the authority of the Government; their
long-con tinned snccess in defying its authorities has emboldened them in their df\fiant
and hostile bearing, until further forbearance on our part, too, would cease to be a virtne; that in mauy instances onr families have become alarmed at, their threats to kill
an1l burn, until we were compelled to remove them for safety across the Cascade
.J1onntains, thereby suffering great loss of time and propert.y. That the agent at Klamath and commissary at Yainax, during this long delay growing out of this unfortunate conflict of departments, have clone all they conld to prevent war and bring about
an amicable adj11st.ment of our troubles, we have no reason to doubt; but we ask no,Y,
since so much conflict exists, shall a petty chief, with twenty desperacloes and a Hqualid
band of three buudred savages, any longer set at defiance the strong arm of the Governwent, driving out citizens from their homes, threatening their lives, and destroying
their property~ Their removal to the reservation in the winter season may be easily
accomplished by any one acquainted with them and tlleir country, and will not require
more force tllan can be furnished from Port Klamath. We recommend Commissary A. D.
Applegate, of Yainax, to the consideration of the Department as a suitable r:uan to take
charge of any forces or expedition looking to their removal. His long connection with
the Indian Department, and thorough kno\vledge of them and their country, and all
fa,cts connected with this whole Modoc qnestion, and, as a stock-raiser, equally interested with ns in their removal, point him out to us as the right man in the rigllt placr
in charge of this much-needed expedition for the removal of this band of Modocs to
their reservation, for which we, your petitioners, will ever pray.
Signed b:,'Frank He:fling.
W. H. Miller.
J. N. Shook.
Isaac Harris.
George Tllomas.
Samuel Clover.
James H. Callahan.
Willis Hall.
David P. Shook.
E. Hall.
I. J. Brattam.
H. Hall.
I. T. Heart.
C. A. Miller.
James Vinson.
I. C. Tnrindge.
G. B. Van Ripser.
G. S. Miller.
Ed win Crook.
P. H. Springer.
A. C. Mo1lic.
J. V. Kulrn.
H. Berlmann.
0. H. Swingle.
Joseph Seeds.
Thomas Callar.
John E. Naylor.
G. M. Rambo.
George Vuen.
Drury Davis.
Ed ward Overton.
H. Duncan.
William Roberts.
D. C. Eilgor.
John Gatbrad.
Joseph Lonyell.
W. Hicks.
Simpson Wilson.
0. A. Stea.rns.
Thomas Wilson.
0. L. Steams.
w·. Dingmau.
John Fu1kersou.
John Clear.

[Inclosure 8.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART:\mNT OF THE CoLTJMBIA,

Po1'tland, 01·eg., February 5, 1872.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of Jan nary
25, in relation to the Modoc Indians, and also of tlw sketch of the Klamath reservatiou
as recently surveyed, which reached me on Saturday.
Referring to the report of the commissioners appointed by yon to confer with the
Modoc chiefs, and transmitted in your letter of August 2t3, 1871, I find it stated as the
result of that conference: "Under the circumstances we did not think in advisable to
talk very much with them, further than to advise them not to do anything that woulcl
have a tendency to cause any collision between them and t.he settlers; to remain
where they were until they saw you, and not to resist the military under any circumstances, and to pay no attention to the talk of irresponsible parties." This has been
understood as a temporary settlement of the question, and as authorizing them toremain for that time at the point where they were found by the commissioners. Unless
some different arrangement has since been made, I think that it would not be expedient or politic to send. a military force against these Indians, or at least until notified of
the determination of the Government of the point at which they are to be established,
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and fully warned that they will be trcate(l as enemies if withiu a reasona:ule and speci1ied time they do uot establish t.betnsdYes as r«>quired.

I shall be pleased to hear from yon fnlly npou this snhject, :mel as early as may Itt>
convenient, and in the m<·an t.ime will send a copy of yonr conllllllJJicatiou to the coinman ding ofliccr at Fort K\ama th, to take all necessary measures to prott'ct the settlen;
against lwstilities from the Mo<locs, and to be prepared to aid in their removal to tlw
point indicated in yonr commnnication, should forcible means become necessary.
Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-GeMn·al, Commandiny.
Hon. A. B. MK\CHA:'II,
.Supl'l'inte11dent of Iudian A.tfairs for Oregon, Salem, Oreg.

,Iuelosure D.]

CoLU:'IIBIA,
Po1·flaud, Oreg., Fcbnw1·y 6, 18i2.
Sm: The commanding general iustrncts me to inclose for yonr information a copy of
a comnmnicMion from the supcrintendeut of Indian affairs for Oregon, in relation to the
::M:odoc Indians, and of the general's letter t.o him in reply thereto. He is not. <lisposell
to use military force, aH desired by the superinteudent, until satisfied of its full necessity, aud :1i'ter all other proper means haYe been nsorted to, and failed to aceomplbh
the desired result, and iu relation to which yon will hereafter be instructed. In th('
mean time he directs that a.ll necessary measures be taken to protect the settlers in tht>
Yiciuit~' of yonr post froru the hostilities of these Indians, if any such are threatened,
aud t.hat any con• plaints of depredations, or other acts of hostilities CO!lllllitted by thes<'
Indians, be at once, and as fully as possible, in ,·estigate<l, and the results reported.
Very respectfnlly, your obedieut servant,
LOUIS V.· CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Seco11d .d.Tlilery, .1. ~1. ..1. U.
The CO:'II:\fANDING 0FFICtm.,
Fort Klamath, Oregon.
HEADQuAHTERti DEPAWL'Im:-:T oF THE

ADJUTANT GEJ~;EJUL'R

OFFICE,
Washington, .Jlw·cl! 11, 1872.

Official copies :
E. D. TOWNHEND,
.ddjulant- G-eneml.
For the Col\niiSSIONER

OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

W.AR DEPAR'J'MENT.
lVashington City, J1farch 27, l872.
SIR: ln connection with predous papers ou the subject, transmitted
to yon on the 19th instant, I have the honor to inclose herewith, for
your information, copies of further papers received at tl1is Department
1n relation to tlle threatened difficulties with the Modoc Indiaus.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
vVM. vY. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
Tl1e Hon. SECRETARY .OF THE INTERIOR.
[Indorsement.

I

DEP.AR1'l\1EN1' OF

INTERIOR,
JI,Jarch 29, 1872.
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
J. IJ. DELANO,
THE

Chief Clerk.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE UOL1JMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., llfctrch 5, 1872.
SIR: I bave the honor to forward herewith copies of communications

from the governor of Oregon, the superintendent of Ir;Hlian affairs, and
the commanding· oftieer Fort Klamath, having reference to the threatened difficulties with tbe .Modoc Indians, for the information of the
division commander.
Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
.
E. R. S. CANBY,
Br·igadim·- Genera.l, Commanding Department.
To ASSISTANT ADJUTAN'l'-GENERAL,
11filitary D 'i'IYision of the Pa,cific, San FranC'isco, Cal.
[First indorsement.]
HEADQUAR'l'ERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San Ilrancisco, Jvlarch 12, 1872.
Respectfully forwanled to the Adjutant-GetH'ral.
.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
.1'J!Iajor- GeneTal Oomrnanding.

'Inclosure.]
HEADQUARTEHS FoRT KLAMATH, OnEGO"''",

February U3, Ul72.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of February 6, 1872, inclosing copy· of letter of Hon. A. B. Meacham to General Can by, and t.he
general's reply, relating to the Modoc Indian:-;.
At present these Indi.ans are not disturbing the settlPrs, or giviug: any tronble. The
iustructious as given in your letter I will make every effort to carry out. If any complaints of depredations or 0tber acts of hostility are committed by these Indians I
will at once fully invest,igate them and report the result.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. G. HUNTT,
Majo1· Fi1·st Cavalry, Commanding Post.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,

Department of the Colkrnbia, Portland, Oreg.

OFFICE SliP.ElUNTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIHS,

Salem, Oreg., February 19, 1872.
Sir: Governor Grover has this day called on me and is very solicitous about Modoc
matters. I have no further official information, but, from private letters, learn that
the white settlers are making preparations for self-defense. I cau only renew my recommendation that the Modoc chief and its head men be placed under arrest at Fort
Klamath.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Super-intmldtnt Indian Ajfai1·s in U1·egou.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Commanding, g"c., Portland, Oreg.

STATE OF 0It EGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Salem, Pebntary 20, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a petition from the citizens of the Link
River country in Jackson County, Oregon, referring to the disturbed condition of the

:JfO DOC

221

\V AR.

Indians in that ngion, a11d asking nty in:fineuce to as~;ist them in procuring relief from
threatened Imliau hcH;tilifit·s.
It appears to me that t~wre is gronucl of st>rious dift:icnlty with the Indians in that
quarter, and I confi1h·ntly trust. yon will Le itupres~ed with a like view of the Jflatter.
The superintendent of Indian affairs at this place agrl'eS with me that somethittg
should h e done to arrest. tlte pn~::>ent tendency to di::>turl>auce, aucl to let the Iudi:ws fl-'el
that a r est.raiuing haml is oyer them.
I therefore solicit ~· onr attention to lie given to the snbjeet of this petitiou, vd1ich is
composed, to my knowledge, of uames of repnt, ahlt~ citizen~;.
I am, sir, ruo::,t. respectfully, yom obedient servaut,
L. F. GROVER,
Got'l:I'IIOI' of Oregon.
Maj. Gen . ED. R. S. CAXBY,
Commanding Department Columbia.

DEPAHTi\IENT OF TilE COLUMBIA,
Portla11d, Oreg., Febnutry 21, 18i2.
Sm: I have tlw lto11or to acknowleclge the receipt of yonr communication of p·stt>rday, inclosing a 1wtition from citizens of Jackson Connty for protection against rlte
:Jiocloc Indians, an1l to state, for yonr information. that on the Hith instant in~trnl'tio118
'"ere fwnt to tbe collllll:11Hling officer, Di~trict of tl10 Lakes, to establish tl ·mfficit"nt
cavalry force in that ltl'ighl10rl.wocl to give protection to the settlers. Instrnctions hacl
previously he<>n sent (Ft•hrnar.v 6, 18i2) to the commanding officer at l''ort Klamath
to take all ltecessary nH•asnres for the protectimt of the settl<>rs iu Jack~;on Connty.
lt is believecl that the presence of the troops will be sufficient to reston~ contidencPancl restrain tho evil-dispo~Pfl among the Indians until arrangelllcnt::> can he nuule for
c arrying ont tb n determina.riou of the Indi;tn Department in relation to t,helll. Until
the qtwstions wllieh haYe been snbmitted hy the superintendent to tlw Commissioner
of Indian Aft:tirs have heen decided, it is obviously onr duty while giYing protpct,ion to
the !:'wrtlm·s to prt· vPnt a war if possible. If that cannot be done, all t.h e force that
may lw JH•e<lPd j(n· its ~<npprl-'ssion and for the protection of the inhabitan t A will bt>
applied, and the cotnmmHler of t;he district bas been so instructed.
Very resp~ct.fnlly, yonr obedient servant,
ED. R.. S. CANBY 1
Brigadier-Geucral CommaudiHg.
His Excellency the GOVERXOH OF OREGON,
Salem, 01'e(f·
HEADQC'ARTERS

OFFICE SuPl~HINTEXDENT

or

IxDIA .~.T AFFAlRS,

Salem, Oreg., Febl'uary 2~, 1872.
Sm: Inclosed herewith find copy of correspondence wit.h the military department,
from which yon will learn the p1esent ~<tatns of thiugA in general.
If the commander of tbe District of the Lakes shonld decide to locnte a cavalry
station at Yainax, ~· on will furnish sueh sltelter, sripplief', ancl forage as may lw at yonr
command without doing injustice to thH department or Indians, and otherwise co-operate with the military depa,rtmeut. My opiniou as to 1he proper location of a eavalry
station has been expressed to General Canoy, and reasons giv«'n therefor.
Very respectfully, your obedient ~ervaut,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent Indian Ajf'airs in Oreyou.
I. D. APPLEGATE, Esq.,
CommisRary in Charge, Portla11d, 01·eg.

0FI;'JC]1J SUPERINTI<~NDEN'l' INDIAN APFAIRS,

Sale-m, Oreg., 'Februal'y 22, ltl72.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the r~ceipt of yours of 17th instant.
In reply would respectfully snggest Linkville or Langell's Valley as a more eligible
point from which to operate witl1 caval.·y against. the Modocs than Yainax.
Reason 1. The first two named places are sitnated within fonr or five hours' ride of
the Modoc Camp, without mountains or other impecliment.s to trasel. Yainax is distant some fifty or sixty miles from the Mo<loc Camp, with monutains intervening.
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2. I doubt whether shelter, supplies, or forage can be furnished at Yainax, while
doubtless all these indispensables can be readily obtained at Linkville or Langell's
Valle:v.
No· protection is asked for by Commissary Applegate, at Yainax, and I believe the
presence of a cavalry force at Linkville or Langel's, would intimidate and hold in subjection the Modocs, and give assurance to the white settlers of protection, which it
would not if stationed at Yainax.
Having only a sincere desire to preserve the peace, and to do equal and exact justice
to all interest~d parties, I -venture the suggestion founded on personal knowledge of the
conntry and Circumstances.
If, however, it shall be decided to establish a cavalry station at Yainax, the Indian
Department will co-operate with and furnish such shelter, supplies, and forage as may
be available.
A copy of communication to Commissary Applegate on this subject i~herewith transmitted.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Superintendent of Indian Ajfai1·s in Oregou.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY,
Comrnanding Department of Columbia, Portland, 01·eg.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Washington, March 23, ltli2.

Official copies :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjntant-Geueral.

For the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN A:FFAIRS,

April12, 1872.
SIR; I inclose herewith copies of papers received by this Department
by reference from the honorable Secretary of vVar in reference to the
hostile attitude of an apprehended trouble with the Modoc tribe of
Indians.
You are instructed to have the Modoc Indians removed, if practicable,
to the reserv<1tion set apart for them under the treaty concluded with
said Indians, October 14, 1864, and, if removed, to see that they are
properly protected from the Klamath Indians.
If they cannot be removed to or kept on the reservation, you will
report your views as to the practicability of locating them at some
other point, and if favorable to such location, you will give a deReriptioll
b,y natural boundaries, if no other can be given, of the reservation that
should be set aside for t,hem.
Very respecttnlly, your obedient servant,
F. A. WALKER,
Commissioner.

T. E. ODENEAL,
Superintendent Indictn A.tfairs, Salem, Oreg.

\V AR DEPARTMEN1',

lVa,shington City, May 2, 1872.
SIR: Yonr attention aml that of the Indian Burt'au is respectfully
inYit.;d to the iuelose<l copies of a report of tlw. COillmalHliug general of
tile Department of tlw Uolum bia, ofapprelwuded trouble with the Indians
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in Southern Oregon, unless they are permanently settled on rtservations
clnring the pre~ent season.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
vVM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR • .
DEPAR'I'l\fENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Jill ay 4, 187~.

Respectfully referred to tlw Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
A. S. H. \VI-liTE,
Acting Chief Clerk.

HE.\.DQUAHTERS DEPART.1\IENT OF THE COLU::\IIH.\.,

P01·tland, Oreg., ..1pril13, 1872.
SIR: Major Otis, commanding the District of the Lakes, and the snperinten1lent of
indian affairs fin· this ~tate, are of the opinion that there will be some trouble with the
Indians in 1-:;ontlwrn Oregon unless they can be collected and permanently established
on a resenatiou clnring; tlle coming season. The former superiuteudeut (Mr. :Meacham)
also concurs in this opiuwu.
It is presumed tllat appropriations will he made by Congress to carry out, the recontmendatious heretofore made for the establishment of these Indians upon a reservation
\Yithin the Territory reserved for that purpose by the Executive order of March 14,
1871, but tlte Ruhject is rrgarded as of so much importance that I have the honor to
recommend that it be again brought to the notice of the War Department.
If this arrangeuteut can be carried ont, it will not only give grealer secnrity against
Indian tronbl<~~, but will materially dimiuish the expenses of the military est.abli;;llment
in that pan of the con11 try.
Very respectfully, ;your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-General, Cmnmanding.

The ASS!ST.\NT An.JUTANT-GRNEIUL,
Military Division uf the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.
(First indorsement.j
HEADQG.\.HTEHS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE P~\.CIFIC,

San Francisco, .dpril17, 187;2.
l{espectfully forwarc1P<1 to the Al1Jutant-General, concurring with General Canhy in
his opinion of the importance of this subject.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
JJiajo1·-General, Commanding.
ADJ"CTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,

Trasltin[Jton, April 29, 1872.

Official copy :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

The

Co~nnssiONJ•; n OF INDLL- AFFAIRS.

0F.FICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Salem, Oreg., June 17, 18;~.
SrR: In answer to your letter of the 12th of April last, inclosing
copies of papers from the honorable SecretarJ7 of War in rcl'ereuce to
tlH" hostile attitmle of, and apprehended trouble with, the Modoc JndianR,
I have the honor to report that, in pnr~nance of ~·our in~trnctionR
therein conta,ined, I at once directed Ag-e11t Dyar, of Klamath ~tgPncy,
and I van D. Applegate, cornmiRsaQ' in ebarge of Camp YainHx, to
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mt>et the chief8 and head men of said tribe of Indi>~.. ns, an<l endeavor to
persuade them to go. upon the Klamath reservatiou, authorizing the
asRuranee to be given that they Hhonld be fully protPcted .
.A council was hel<l with said Indians on the 14th ultimo, and the
result thereof is contained in the report of Mr. Applegate, a copy of \Vhich
is herewith inclosed. I referred the matter to the g·entlemen named
for the reason that Mr. Applegate has for many yea~s been intimately
acquaiuted with these Indians, speaks their language fluently, and
possesses their confidence to an extent greater th<:w auy one else.
The leaders of these Iudi<HlS are desperadoes, brave, daring, and
reckless, and their superior sagacity enables them to exercise full and
complete control over the reHt of the tribe. They have for so long a time
been permitted to do as they please, that they imagine they are too
powerful to be controlled by the Government, and that they can, with
impuuit,r, <lefy its authority. This, iu my opinion, is the whole secret
of t!Jeir insnbordiuation. They must in some way be couvinced of
their error in this respect,, b~r such firm, decided action as will leave no
doubt in their minds in regard to the fact that we intend tlley shall be
obedient to law aud faithful to their treaty obligations. This need not,
a11d with proper management will not, require t.lle nse of foree. When
they shall have been thus convinced, we can with reasonable hope of
succe-ss commence the work of civilizing and chrh;tianizing them, and
trausforming them into peaceable self-controlling and self-supporting
inen and women.
UBless the leaders shall in some way be restrained from pursuing the
l'eckless, defiant course they have heretofore been permitted to pursue,
all theories in regard to thmr ad,·ancement in ci rilization must fail, and
tllere is reason to apprehend serious trouble, and perhaps war, at no
distant day.
As well might we expect our own youth to grow up in the practice of
Christian virtues under the tutorship of the "road-agents" of 1\Iontana,
or the guerrillas of Mexico, as to think of instilling an.v goOtl into the
minds of the ::Vlodocs while under the exclusive control, as they ha,·e
been, of their present leaders.
I think the most e1fectual way to bring about a solution of these
troubles, an<l maintain peace, is to take the bead -men iuto custody, aml
hold them at some poiut remote from their tribe until they shall agree
to behave themselves. We deprive white men of their liberty as areformatory measu-;:·e, an<l it certainly could not be considered less hnwaue to adopt the same course with these chiefs.
Not long since I had a conversation with .Yiajor Elmer Otis, who was
in command of the troops in the district including these Indians, in
which he expressed the opinion that all trouble with them could be settleu by arresting· the leaders, and compelling the others to go upou
Klamath reservation. His opinion, as well as that of Messrs. Applegate and D,yar, is, that Camp Yaiuax, on Klamath reservation, is the
best place in that whole country for the Modoc Indians_; that they will
be as \veil contented and as easily kept there as at any other place that
could be selected. I agree with them in t,his, and therefore respectfully
report against the propriety of locating them elsewhere~
I do uot believe it practicable to remove them to the Klamath reser·
vation at this season of the J ear without using the military for that
purpose, and then, if they should resist, I doubt whether there is sufficieut force in the vicinity to compel them to go. Major Otis, stated in
the conversation I had with him, that the peremptory order for them to
go upon the reservation should not be made before the last of Septem-
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ber, for the reason that it would be difficult to enforce such order before the commencement of winter.
It is the opinion of MHjo~· Otis, and other military officers and citizens,
that a reservation should be selected. on the head-waters of .l\falheur
River, or in the Stein Mountain country, on which tile Pi-Utes (or
Snakes) should. be located. I believe this practicable and au visa..ble,
OUt await Orflers from you in regard to it. It is estimated that there
are five hundred. Pi-Utes on the head-waters of the Malheur River who
ha,. . e never bee.n on any reservation, and two hundred more at Yainax
who desire to go back to where their people are in the M<tlheur country.
Very respectfully, your obedient sernwt,
T. B. ODENEAL,
Super-intenden,t Indian AffaiTs, Oregon.
Ron. F. A. WALKER,
Commissione1·, &c., Washington, D. C.

[Inclosure A.]
CA:\IP YATNAX, Ma!J 8, 1872.
Sm: Yonr communication of April 2i relative to the Modocs and their permanent, location has been received, and I reply with no little embarrassment, for this is an old
and vexed qu estion, and one npon wbieh there is much difference of opinion; in fa,ct
any solution of the question will have its opponents.
In regard to removing the band to Klamath reservation, and protecting the m from
the KlamatlH' , I give it as my opinion that the plan is not only practicable but is really
the only polic.v tbat can be adopted with any hope of succe::;s; but it is rea soua,ble to
b elieve that they will not come on to the reservation peaceably while their present
leatlen; are in power; at any rate not until they are convinced that the military will be
used against tllen1 in case of refusal. I feel confident that in winter they could be
moved qnite easily by the troops stationed at Fort Klamath, but at thb season an a,ttempt to bring- them by force might be attended with considemble danger to the settlers now in that connt,ry. Yet I am inclined to the opinion that a positive order to
remove to the reservation made when a force of fifty or sixty cavalry C<"Ln be at hand ju
their country ready for immediate act,ion would have tlw desireLl effect, and that
most if uot all the Modocs ·w ould obey; and even this plan of action might lead to a
very destruct,i ve war, for the Indians, of whom there are at least fifty active, wellarmed warriors, might go into the mountains adjacent to the scattering settlements,
do a great deal of damage, and really be almost invincible until hemmeu in again by
the SUO\VS of next wiuter. They are well armed and clothed, \vell supplied with anHnnnition, and are nndonbtedly encouraged by certain white men in Siskiyou County, who
perhaps profit by their trade.
The proposition to arrest the leaders is one worthy of serious consideration, and in
this plan may lie the solution of the problem, bnt nuder the present understancling
between the departmeuts, both Indian aud military, aml the chief, Captain Jack, the
arrest wonltl 110 Lloubt be rega,rdecl by the Indians a:'l an act of treachery on our part,
and mig·ht h ereafter destroy their confidence in the Indian Departrnflnt to a great extent; mul th e ruilitar.v might he averse to t.aking any action while they consider the
agreement made with Captaiu Jack by the late superintendent, A. B. Meacham, is still
in force, the uatnre of which agreement was, as yon will see by records in your office,
that until the matter of setting apart a separate reservation for them should be adopted
or disapproverl, and the matter of their permanent location be positivel.r determiued
by the De partment, they should remain unmolested in the Modoc conn try; they, ou
their part, "doing not,hing that would have a tendency to cause a collision between
them and the settlers."
In a, commnnication addressed to Snperintendent A. B. :Meacham, under date February, 17, Hl72, Gen. E. H.. S. Can by t,;ays: "The commanding officer bas been ach-isecl
that the f1nestion of new location has been by yon submitted to the Commissioner of
Iudian A1l'airs, and that pending the decision of th1s question force will not be used by
the military to compel tbe return of the Modocs to tlle reservat.ion." lJ nless assurecl
that the new-location idea is abandoned, perhaps the military would not give the order
to arrel'lt those men.
If it could he arranged it is my opinion that the arrest of Captain Jack, Black Jim,
Scar-faced Charley, Boston, and Euchoaks, the medicine- .nan, would settle all trouble,

H. Ex. 122--15
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and I am satisfied that if properly planned and managed wit.h great caution it can ba
done with no very great risk and with a comparatively small force. Only for the appearance of being a breach of faith on the part of the Department, it could haYe no
bad influence on the other Indiaus.
As to their location elsewhere than on the Klamath reservation, I must say in all
candor that I cannot consider such plan is either right or practicable. Allow me here
to give a few reasons for so thiuking.
The Modocs, as parties to the treaty of October 14, 1R64, ceded to the United States
the very country over which they are now roving. Their right being thus extinguished, the country was thrown open to settlement. Much of it bas been located as
St.ate land, and nearly every foot of it fit for cultivation bas been taken up by settlers,
whose thousands of catt,]e, horses, and sheep are ranging over it. The country where
these Modocs are is a pastoral region, not an agricultural country, and to undertake to
maintain them on a small reservation there would probably cost more than to provide
for them and the Klamaths on thiR reservation, which is so well fitted by its various
resources as a home for them.
These Modocs really are only a fragment of the Klamath Nation, having common
sympathies, speaking the same language, and being closely intermarried with the seY~
eral bands on the reservation, and if located on a new reservation a constant aud anHoying intercourse would be the effect, aud their success in being located there in violation of treaty stipulations would have a demoralizing influence on the other Indians.
The white settlers are very much opposed to establishing a new reservation for this
hand of desperadoes, and their determined opposition would keep up a continual conflict, even though the location should be made, and likely would be sufficient to make
the thing a failure in the end.
Chief Skurtian, formerly recognized as chief of all the Modocs, now an old man, still
remains llere witq over a hundred of his tribe, still faithful to his obligations, and still
anxious and hopeful that llis people who have been led away by Captain Jack will be
brougllt back where they belong. Through Skn·rtian's people I shall immediatel.v send
word to Cuptain Jack, asking him to meet Mr. Dyer and I without delay on Lost River,
and the result of the council will he reported to you as soon as possible after it occurs.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. D. APPLEGATE,
CommissaTy in Charge.
Hon. T. B. ODENEAL,
fiupel"inteudent Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg.

[Inclosure B.]
YAINAX,

May 16, 1872.

SIR: Under date of May 8 I wrote you; in answer to your letter of inquiry in regard
to the Mocloc matter, and I now would most respectfully report further that on the
14th instant, in company with Mr. L. S. Dyar, agent at Klamath, I met the chiefs ancl
head-wen of all the Modocs, both those under Skeurian and Captain Jack, at the military camp on Lost River. I used every argument to indnce them to return peaceably
to the reservation, telling them that this was the desire of the Department, that such
action would insure them all the rights and privileges now enjoyed by the other Indians on this reservation, and that they would have perfect protection againsL the
Klamaths.
I did not think it warranted by my instructions, nor was it in my judgment prudent,
to demand of them to return, or eveu to say to them that, they would have to come, considering that at this season hostilities would .certainly result in great loss of lite aud
property. I was not willing to make any issue, but thought it best to leave the matter
of their final settlement still open, feeling satisfied and still hoping for success based
on their good conduct. They will be now likely to remain peaceable. I asked Captain
Jack if he would obey the orders to come on the reservation, but he did not answer
pointedly. While be hesitated: Black Jim and several others told him in their own
language that it might be dangerous to say no. · Jack then said that he would
not answer the question, for it would make a "dispute." Considering all things, I did
not think it best to press the question further. Jack's speech was substantially as
follows:
" We are gootl people and will not kill or frighten anybody. We want peace and
friendship. I am well known and understood by the people of Yreka, Cal., and am
governed by their advice. I {lo not want to live upon the reservation, for the Indians
there are poorly clothed, suffer from hunger, and even have to leave the reservation
sometimes to make a living. We are willing to have whites to live in onr country: but
do not ·w ant them to locate on the west side, and near the month of Lost River, where
we have onr winter camps. The settlers are continually lying about my people and
t1·yiug to make trouble."
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I feel quite 8afe in saying, "bhat there is not much probability of any Rerious trouble
from these Inclians ns matters now stand, bnt if the cavalry force is ordPre<l away before winter there will be great danger of open hostility. Any action against them in
the summer will be attended with more or less danger.
One very bacl feature in t,be ma,tter is the fact that there is a very bitter feeling
among the settlers against these Moclocs. The delay in moving them hal'! made some
of the settlers almost desperate, and it is hard to reason with such people, and keep
them from doing some act that might bring on a general massacre, and yet it w<Yuld
perhaps he safest to risk this and let t.he matter rest till winter.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. D. APPLEGATE,
Commissary in Charge.
Ron. T. B. ODENJUL,
Snperin.tenllrnt Indian .A.ffairs, Salem, Oreg.

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN1'ERIOR,
0FFI0E OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

J 'une 21, 1872.
SIR: I transmit, herewith inclosed, official copies of papers furnished
this office uy the Adjutant-General of the United States Army, on the
13th instant, pertaining to the Modoc and other tribes of Indians in
the State of Oregon.
You are directed to consider these papers in connection with those
transmitteu to you on the 12th of April last relative to the Modoc Iudians, and rep01;t your views in reference to the recommendations of
Major Otis aud others with as little delay as possible.
Return tbe iuclosed papers wHh your report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. WALKER,
Commissioner.
T. B. ODENEAL, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg.
OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Sa,lem, Oreg., July 3, 1872.
SIR: I l1ave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 21st ultimo, inclosing official copies of papers (which I herewith return to you) in reference to the Modoc and other tribes of Indians in
Oregon.
In addition to my report of the 17th ultimo, relative to the same subject, I ha,~e to say that I fully concur with Mnjor Otis in his views and
opinions, aud indorse the recommendations contained in the aforesaid
papers in regard to the selection of a new Indian reservation in Southeastern Oreg·on.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ODENEAL,
Superintendent Indian A.flairs, Oregon.
Ron. }1.,. A. WALKER,
Commissioner, &c., Washington.
rrnclosure A.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

P01·tland, Oreg., ApTil 17, 1872.

Sm: I have the bon or to transmit a copy of Major Otis's report in relation to the
Modoc Indians, with au abstract of the proceedings bad at a eonfereuce with Captain
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Jack, and also of the testimony collected by him in relation - to the conduct of the8e
Inrlians . .
I propose to bold the Modocs under quiet supervision for the lJresent, by keepinrr a
detachment of cavalry at the point selected by .Major Ot.is, for the purpose of exercis~w
a salutary restraint upon the Indians, aml preventing any collision between t!Jem aud
the settlers. The temper of both parties is such, that a very slight cause may giYe
rise to serions consequences.
The reservation wl.Jich tllese Indians desire, and which the former superintendent
promised that lw would en deaver to secure them, is out,side of tl.Je limits of the present
xeservation, and the project of establislling them there will meet with scrions opposition from the settlers in t,hat neighborhood, and. under present circumstances probauly
will not be advisable.
~~ If, however, the Pih-Utes, who are now on Sprague Hiver, can he gratified in their
wish to be established on a reservat,i on in their old country, it would leave au openiu~
that would be acceptable to the Modocs, and far enough from the Klarnaths to secure
thew from the annoyances they have heretofore experienced.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Bl"igaditw- General, Cvrwmancling.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GE~ERAL,
Military Division of the l'acific, San Francisco, Cal.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF THE LAimS,
Portland, OnJg., AzJrU 1:~, 18i2.

SIR: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with heac1quartors Department
Columbia, dated Portland, Oreg., February 16, 1872, I have starte1l from Camp Warner,
Oregon, .March 15,1872, with a detachment of two officer!', Capt.. D. Perry, Pirst Cavalry,
and Secoud Lient. J. G. Kyle, First Cavalry, st.ationed at Camp Bidwell) California,ActiugAssistant Surgeon L. L. Door, Chief Packer Mason McCoy, Gnide an1t Interpreter
Donald McKay, twenty-seven enlisted men, and a pack-train of twent.y-five mules, en
route to the Modoc country, via Fort Klamath, Oregon, at which point I arrived on tlJe
24th ultimo, after a most tedious march.
The roads were in a ntast horrible coudition from mud aml snow. The whole country to four miles west of Yainax agency a.ppeared to be perfectly soaked with water,
making it necessary to frequently unpack the pack-train and. carry the cargo by band.
From the bead of Drew's Valley to Round Grove, a distance of ten miles, we encountered a heavy snow, partially melted and frozen, with a crust on top sufficient
to bear a ma,n but insufficient to bear a horse, most of the way. \Vbere the horses did
not break throng h the pack-train oic1, which ren<lered the ad vance exceecli ngly tedious.
From Yainax bridge four miles west across Sprague River the road was solid and good.
On my arrival at Klamath, our animals of the pack-train were so woru out and
jaded, that I thought it advisable to remain there a week for recuperation.
On t,be 20th of March I started Guide and Interpreter Donald McKay, wit.h four Indians wllom I harl employed temporarily, to invite the Moclocs to a confenmce ten
miles from Link River lach, on Lost Hiver, at a place called" the Gap,•: without any
troops on my part.
On the 1st of Apt>il, the command started for Link River, consisting of a detacb·ment for Camp Warner, except Acting Assistant-Snrgcon L. L. Dorr, who was detached to accompa-ny the company moving from Camp Harney to the Central Pacific
Railroad, in compliance with instructions from headquarters Department of the Columbia, dated Portland, Oreg., March 8, ltl72. The detachment taloon from Fort Klamath
consisted of Lieutenant .Moss, Acting Assistant-Surgeon C. W. Kuight, twenty-three
enliRted men, and ten pack-mules.
The command arrived at Link River on the 2d instant, where I met the scouts returned from the Modoc band. They reported that Captain Jack bad sent to me a mes~en
ger who accompanied my sconts; also a second rnessengeT who h::ul overtaken the first
:a few miles out. I informed these messengers in snl,st.ance, that I was very sorry that
·Captain Jack would not come to see me; that I had sent for him for his own benefit;
that, I should move my troops immediately into his country, and that I should go to
·see Captain Jack. The second messenger, flfter some talk, then informed me that Captain Jack was very much afraid, bnt that he would come aud see me to-morrmw (t'he
3d instant) at the Gap, if I would not take my troops. These were my first conditions,
and I accepted them, and accordingl,y took with me Mr. High, sub.Indian agent, Kl:tmatb agen1~:v.• and Mr ..J.D. Applegate, cornrnissary at Yainax agency, Guide and Interpreter McKay, and the Indian scouts, and p-roceeded to the Gap.
Abont, noon Capt.ain Jack, with some thirty-five or forty Iudians, made his ap-pearance, all armed. He left some of his arms on the opposite side of the river, and we
proceeded to council with him, and about thirty-five of his warriors. Some of the ad-
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joining neighbors-settlers of the vicinity-also made theh· ar>pearance. The report
of the council is herewith inclosed. It may not be worded exactly as uttered, but it
is in substance.
The white settlers in the neighborhood of the Modocs appear to be considerably
alarmed, aud cousider that both their lives and property are in danger.
In the report of the council it will be seen that Captain Jack denies many of the
allegations against him, and promises good belJavior in future. This certainly will be
assured as long as the troops are in their vicinity, and probably his conduct will be
much improved by the visit of the troops~ as he was much friglltened when he heard
that the troops were coming. He had apparently been of the opiuion tllat uo troops
would be sent against him, or any number sent in his country.
Captain Jack and his baud are now occupying the country at the north. end of Tule
Lake, at tlle place proposed by the superintendent of Inllian affairs as their future
reservation, but scatter all thr<>ngh the conutry from Yreka to t,he Yaioax agency.
At the end of tlle council I considered that l had matters of suflieient importance to
jn~tify my journey to tllis place, and lay the whole before the general commanding,
which will be made the subject of a future report.
Vcry respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMER OTIS,

Major Fi1·st Caval1'y, Cormnancling.
The AssiSTANT AD.JUTANT-GEXERH.,

Dr>partrnent of the Columbia, Portlancl, Oreg.
Official copy:
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
Fi1·st Lieutenant Second Artillery, A . ..d.. A. G.

[Inclosure B.]

A.bst;·act of proceulings of conference between com11Wncling o.fficer District of the Lakes, m1d
Captain Jack, chief of the JJJocloe Indian8, 3d April, ltl72, and of testimony taken at the
conference and at Linkville, Oreg., 1·egarcling the conduct of tltese Indians.
On the 3d of April, 1872, Major Elmer Otis, First Cavalry, held a talk with Captain
Jiack, chief of tl.Je Modoc Indians, at "the Gap," on Lost River, Oregon. Mr. High,
sub-agent of the Klamath agency, and Mr. Applegate, commissary at Ya,inax Station,
and about thirty-five men of the Modoc tribe, were present.
Major Otis informed Captain Jack that settlers complain that his bawl frighten
womeu and children at their homes during the absence of the meu, by going about
armed and demanding food; that the Modocs have stolen cattle and hny fur their ponies, have broken down fences and turned their animals in to gTaze, or have trampled
down the grass in hay-fiel<ls while in the pursuit of game; that these acts are charged as
committed during the past wiuter and still continued.
Captain Jack was warned that he must restrain or punish his men, or tl1e whites
would do it. He was reminded that the country in which he livetJ does not belong to
his tribe, having been ceded by the Klamath treaty which the Modocs signed ; that his
band were only suffered to remain where they are until the President can determine
tbe propriety of giving them a suitable portion of land to live on apart from tho
Klamaths, and he was warned that he must control his men thoroughly, and prevent
their further molesting the settlers, and tlJat troops would for the present be kept in
'the neighborhood to secure their quiet and good order.
Major Otis demanded of Captain Jack that he keep his Indians apart from tlle settlers, except when they desirecl to work; that when in need of food they should go to
Camp \Varner for supply, but under no circumstances go armed among tlle settlers to
demand food or to steal it.
Captain Jack at first denied these charges, anil. throughout the talk evaded as far as
possible direct answers to specif-ic charges against his band. He endeavored to convey
the impression tllat if these thefts bad been committecl at ::~11, they were the acts of
the Klamaths (to which tribe the 1\fodocs are hostile) or of other Indians, and that
his own disposition and that of his tribe was friendly.
The evidence collected by Major Otis consitJts of the testimony of Messrs. Poe, Bull,
G. S. Miller, Charles Monroe, George .Monroe, George Munse, Drury Davis, Joseph
Seeds, Hudson, Applegate, Forcythe, and Tripp.
These witnesses now reside in the vicinity of Linkville, Oreg. They assert that in
1870-'71 they were either settled or seeking suitable sites for ranches in the LostRiver
country, or in the neighborhood of Tnle Lake. That, after leaving the Klamath reservation in 1870, the Modocs claimed the entire country in that locality, and demanded
compensation for ranching or for hay cut from off it. That their constant visits, their
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thefts of provisions and cattle, their demands for compensation, and their gencra,lly
hostile att,itude, excited such fear for the 'safety of their property, and in a few cases
for life, as to drive them from the country.
This testimony is opposed to Heury Miller and Mr. Bail, who now reside respfctively
ten and six miles from Captain Jack's headquarters. Both of these witnesses accompanied Captain Jack to meet Mnjor Otis, and to testify to the peaceable attitude of the
band.
·
Mr. Miller has resided over two years in their country as a stock-raiser. He employs
Indians of this band as herders. He bas never paid. for his right to settle in their
country, and does not believe such demands are made of other settlers. He believes
that Captain Jack wants a reservation set apart for his tribe of about 1,000 acres
only. He testifies that the Indians are not more insolent to whites than whites are to
whites. He was absent from his ranch from July, 1870, to February, 1871, because of
rumors that Indians were destroying cattle, and that troops were out after tllem, rendering it imposible for him to get herders. He bas beard that cattle were killed by the
Indians, but fi·om their pony-trails believes the Klamaths guiHy. He has no family.
His testimony is based upon the Indiaus' conduct toward him and his observation of
them.
Mr. Ball has resided for ten years near this tribe, and, since last October, 1871, within
six miles of them. He does not apprehend. any danger to settlers from Captain Jack's
band. He resides about six miles from Charles Monroe's ralncb. Monroe bas had
trouble with the Modocs regarding some bay. Has beard :Monroe's and the Indians'
stories, and believes that Monroe by special agreement settled upon land claimed by
Captain Jack, and was to compensate him for hay; but, failing in the full payment, the
Indians fed a portion of the hay to their animals to make up the deficiency.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland Oreg., Ap1''i l18, 1872.

Sm: I have the honor to submit for the consideration of the major-general commanding the division, a communication fi·om Major Otis, First Cavalry, in relation to the
Iudians in Southern Oregon.
So much of the subject of this report as relates to the Modoc and Pi-Ute Indians, of
OrP,gon, has for a long period been under consideration, and the sugg·cstions and recommendations made therein are fully approved. The disposition to be made of the
Modocs and Pi-Utes, as recommendeJ, I regard as tlle only solution of that question
without tlle application of force. Of so much of the report as relates to the Pi-Utes of
Nevada and California, I have only to remark that the proposition to embrace them
in the arrangement for their kindred in Oregon seems reasonable and proper, and that
any plan of concentration that will diminish the cost of maintenance, supervision,
and control, will be to the interest of the Indians, and to the advantage of the Government. Major Otis's knowledge of the Indians, and an experience of several years in tha,t
section of t.he country, entitles his opinions to weight, and they are respectfully cornmended to the favorable consideration of the commanding general.
In my opinion the Indians of the Payette aud Weiser Valleys of Idaho should also
be included in the same general arrangem·eut. They belong to the same family, and
will affiliate with the Pi- Utes. The country and its resource of food is similar to that
which they now occupy, and it will snit them much Letter than the Fort Hall reservation. The lands on the Payette and Weiser have been surveyed and brought into
market. They are being rapidly occupied by settlers, and the end of another season
will probably fiud them without homes and without food. The same considerations'
apply to some otller fragmentary bands wllich have no direct relations or intercourse
with each other, but as they are more or less intimately connected with the Shoshone
family, and speak the same language, t,here will be no difficulty in collecting and
establishing them upon the same reservation.
The recommendations made by Major Otis, looking to changes in military posts in
that part of the country, should be considered in sulljection to the changes tllat may
be made by the Department of the Interior in the location of the Indians. Anticipating, however, that the action indicated by the Executive order of March 14, 1871, would
be taken at an early period, a good deal of information has been collected in relation
to the country embraced in the proposed reservation. This information points to the
country drained by the Malheur River as supplying the requisites for an Indian reservation more fu]]y than any other part of the tract specified in the Executive order,
and the forks of the Malheur as t,he llest point for a military post for the supervision
and control of the Indians that may be established on the reservation.
If the Indians are collected, as has been proposed and is recommended, Camp \Varner and Fort Boise in this department will be unnecessary, 2.nd may be abandoned.
The question with regard to Camp Harney should be deterruwe<l after the comparative
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advantage of the two points have been determined by careful reconnai~san.ce ~n~l a
careful examination of the cost of making the change :tnd the expense of matutammg
the post in the new location. In view of the anticipated change in the station <?f the
First Cavalry, I wish to avail myself of the experience of the officers of that regtment
to make this reconnaissance before they leave the department, and had proposed to
employ Major Otis upon that duty as soon as the season is sufficiently advanced to
permit it to be done thoroughly.
.
.
I an."l of tb.e O\)inion now that if t"b.e \H:O\)osed. rese-rvatl<nl sbou1d. be e~tab1\sbe\l on
the head-waters of the Malhenr, (and our present information points to that locality as
the best,) Camp Harney \Yill be near enough, and no change in its location will be
necessary or desirable.
The proposed concentration of these Indians will permit the concentration at one
post of three companies of infantry anu two of caYalry, without any addition to the
force now in this department, and the abandonment of two posts (in this department)
which will then be unuecessary. .Any arrangement which admits of the concentration
of troops diminishes the cost of maintaining them, increases their efficiency, and improves their discipline, and, with the present reduced strength of companies, these considerations are of more than usual importance.
I transmi~ herewith copies of some papers that may be of interest from their bearing
upon this question, aud also a sketch of the country in which tlte proposed resen·ation
is located.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Briga(lier-General, Commanding.
The AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GmmRAL,
Military Division of the Pacific, San Francisco, Cal.

!Inclosure C.]

LAlmR,
Portlancl, Oreg., April 15, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to make the following statements and recommendations with
reference to the Indians included in the District of the Lakes and vicinity:
I have been stationed ·where I have had intercourse witlt a large portion of these Indians since October of 1867. The Pi-Ute baud of Sna,ke Indians are now scattered al l
tlte way from the hea.d-waters of the Owyhee River to the west end of Klamath reservation, on an east and west line; and on a north and south line from the ltead-waters of
John Day and Malheur Rivers on the north to the Truckee River on tlte south. I do
not mean that they occupy the whole of this country, but that they range tltrough it.
The principal bands are as follows:
First. We-ah-wa's band, principally roaming on the head-waters of the Malheur
River and Stein's Mountain country. This is the largest of all the banos, probably
numbering from five hundred to eight hundred souls. We-ah-wa I consider the ltead
of the Pi-Ute Nation.
Second. 0-clle-ho's band, numbering a little over two hundred souls.
'fhird. Choc-tote's band, numbering a little over one hundred souls.
The last two bands are now on the Klamatlt reservation. 0-chc-ho's hall(l is very
much dissatisfied where it is. Last fall I bali to order 0-che-ho back to his reservation, or he would. not have gone, and I do not believe that he will go another
winter without serious trouble. In the fall of 1869 he weni; on the reservation williugly; but the promises held out to him by Mr. Meacham, superintendent of Indian
a1birs for Oregon at that time, in council, have not all been fulfilled. This lias rendere<l them dissatisfied, and they would much prefer coming back to their old country
in the vicinity of Warner Lake.
Choc-tote's band are, as far as I know, tolerably well satisfied wltere they are. They
are near the country they formerly inhabited, have intermarried more or less ''·ith the
Klamatbs, speak tlte same language, and it migltt be well to allow this band to ltave
their choice to stay where they are or go with the remainder of the Pi-Utes, in the recommendations and final disposition I am about to recommend, provided they could obtain their pro-rata of the appropriation of tlte Klamath reservation.
Fourth. There is a hand of Pi- Utes at Camp McDermH, in Nevada, within tltree milf's
of the Oregon State line. This band numbers, probably, within the vicinity of two
hundred souls, and formerly ranged on the head-waliers of the Owyhee River aml
Quinn's River country, and a ltundred miles each side of McDermit; of t.his band an<L
"\Ve-ah-wa's band are small scattering banos through the country about Stein's Mountains, the country of the Owyhee, and in constant iuterconrse witlt tho Pi-Utes on the
Truckee reservation.
HEADQUARTERS DrSTRTCT OF THE
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:Fifth. On the Truckee reservation is a band of Pi-Utes numbering about three hundred
souls. This band are certainly not satisfied where they are, jtLdging from t.l10se that I see
at Camp Warner. They are having constant intercourse with the Indiam; of 0-che-bo's
band, and many of them are scattered through Surprise Valley, creating more or less
difficult,y wit,h these settlers.
.
It will be seen that at least one-half of these Indians are on no reservation, but are
allowed to scatter through the country as they please. There are certain signs that
would indicate that they are far from being satisfied with their present situation. It
is well known that Indians wllen once dissatisfied do not get better, bnt worse. This
condition of things may and is likely to lead to serious difficult,y in time, and it is
wy opinion that unless something is done for them they are not likely to remain on
their present friendly terms much longer. They may break ont wit.hin a year, perhaps
it may be two years. Besides, it is not the policy of the Government to leave them in
this condition, but put them on a reservation and keep them then~, instructing them
to cultivate the soil, raise stock, and in time become self-supporting.
In view of these facts I wouM strongly recommend that all of these different bands
enumerated above (except, perhaps, Choc-t.ote's band) be established on a reservation
S)mewherc on the bead-waters of the Mallleur River, the Stein's Mountain country, or
the country allout either Wamer or Harney Lakes, and that the reservation be tolerably large, as much of the country is a barren waste, and must necessa,rily be large to
obtain sufficient ln.nd for tillable purposes.
The waters of the :Ma1heur contain at times of the year plenty of fish, and there is
much land capable of tillage in that vicinity. In the country about Stein's Mountain,
and Harney and Warner Lakes, are spots capable of tillage. Besides, this is a country
which these Indians have inhabited, that they know, and where the majority desire to
stay. ·w e-ah-wa's band, in council witll the superintcodent of Indian affairs for Oregem, in the fall of 1869, at which I was present, peremptorily declined to remove from
that country, and I have no idea that they could be removed without a strong force of
troops, involving a war. This country is also taken out of market until tl1e 16th of
September next, as I am informed by ex-Superintendent Meacham. To take advantage of tllis country before it relapses into market, it is necessary to act at once, in
order, if possible, to have at least a portion of the Indians on the reservation by the
coming fall, satisfy them and prevent serious difficnlty.
The immediate point necesRary to act at once is to have an appropriation made of
about $2,000 to locate the reservation. This information I have from the superintendent of Indian affairs, Ocleneal, at Salem. He gives it his hearty co-operation. It is in
fact the only solution of the Indian affairs that will ever be accomplished in the country spoken of, without much trouble and bloodshed. This also has the merit of being
able to concentrate five military posts into one, from the fact that the Indians will be
removed from the vicinity of the posts, and consequently avoid their neces.sity, viz,
Camp \Varner aml Harney, in Oregon, Camp Bidwell, in California, and C:1mps :McDerwit and Winfield Scott, in Nevada. It will probably also do awa:v,;with the nec~ssity
of an Indian reservation on the Truckee River in the vicinity of PJTamid Lake; also
by removing the two bands of Pi-Utes from the Yainax agency, on the Klamath reservation, or removing only 0-che-ho's band, will give plenty of room for the Modoc Indians. They signed a treaty in October, 1864, to go on the Klamath reservation. They
came on the reservation in the fall of 1869 ; a portion of them, under the old chief,
still remain. But Captain Jack, (Indian name not known,) who signed the treaty in
18li4, became dissatisfied soon after coming on the reservation, and in February of
1870 formed a ba.ncl numbering now probably about sixty warriors, and left the reser-vation, going to Lost River and Tule Lake. Last fall Superintendent Meacham promised to allow them to remain where they are until he coultl see if a small reservation
could not be set aside for them on tlw nort.h end of Tule Lake. These Iudians are
still in this country and are insolent and insulting in many instances to the wbite settlers, ancl the latter gf'nemlly deem this band of Modocs unsafe to both life and property. If a military force was present they could probably be removed peaceably to
the Yainax agency on the Klamath reservation, and by removing the Pi·Utes now
there, would leave them houses and a farm for their cultivation. I am of the opinion
that if left where they now are it will probably lead to serious outbreak in time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMER OTIS,
Majo1· First Cavalry, Commanding District.
ASSISTANT ADJU'L\.NT-GENERAL,

Department of the Colurnbw, Portland, Oreg.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBI.\ 1

Aprill9, 1872.

Official copy:
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Second Artillery, A. A . .J.. G.
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PAY DEPARTl\iE~T UNITED STATES AHl\fY,

Carnp War·Jw1·, Oregon, .Februa1·y 12, 1872.
MAJOR: Having jnst retmnNl I find yours of January 19, in regard to timber, &c.,
at the north fork of the Malheur River. This timber is of the finest qnalit,y, and
extends in a belt, for the distance of sixty or sixty-five miles, toward Calllp Harney.
As for a post directly at the north fork where we cross, it is not :1 desira.ble point;
that is, if you take into consideration laud for hay and grazing; but there are points
ten or fifteen miles from this timber, in valleys, where, in my opiniou, is coutained all
any person could ask for a post. As for a reserve, that depends, of course, npon the
size of the same; but to take in a distanee, say, sixty miles square, the reserve would
i.usnre the finest country for that purpose, so far as ruy knowledge extends, in the department; plenty of fishing, hnutiug, and a good cammas conn try, as auy person familiar with tlle forks of the Malbeur is avmre of its being the favorite resOl't of Indians,
both winter aud summer. This reserve would not be of any cost to the Government
as far as having to pay for improvements made by settlers, as it would not take in anything in value to wbicll tllat class have claims. I make the center point of this reserve,
in this statement, on the main fork of the l\Ialhenr, embracing a long distance of the
north, as well as the middle fork of the same river. This reserve would embrace the
timber mentioned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. EGGLESTON,
Paymaster D. S. A.
Mnj. E. H. LUDINGTON,
AsEJistant Inspector-General TJ. S. A., Portland, Oreg.
liEADQUAHTERS DEPART:;\1ENT OJ!' THE COLUMBIA,
April 19, V:l72.
Official copy :
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Sec(md .Artillery, A. A . .A. G.

HEADQuARTERs CAMP vVAnNER, OREGoN,
Jtuw 8, 1871.
Sm: In reply to a letter from yonr office, dated April 2, 1871, with reference to the
location of a military post in the central paTt of the pr. posed 11ew In(1ian reservation,
I have the honor to report that from my own knowledge, and from what information
I can obtain from other officers, that I am of the opinion the reservation will include
Stein's Mountains and the country thereabontB, extending north aYHl incltHling the
headwaters of the 1\lalheur with most of its branches. In view of this supposition I
am of the opinion that neither Camp Harney or \Varner will be within the reservation. Possibly Camp Harney may be included, but I do not think it will be centraL
There arc two places t.IJat I ·w ould recommend f(n' examination, viz, Dumler and
Blitzen Creek, running from the north end of Stein's Mountains, and the sonth and
middle fork ot the Ma.lhcnr River. Both places possess good, large valleys for grazing,
hay, and for post-gardeus. Bnt both are deficient in timber for building purposes in
their immediate vicinit.y as far as kno\Yn. The only timber about the former place
known is jnniper, which might be made available for fuel. The nearest timber for
building purposes known is the north fork of the Malheur, some seventy-five miles
distant. With this exception the post would be an excellent one, being in the heart of
the Indian country. It is possible that building material may be foun1l in its immediate vicinity after a more careful examination of the locality. I have never been there
myself, :md get this information from officers who have scouted through the country.
The nearest mail facilities is some point on the route from Fort Boise, Ind. T., and
Canon Cit.y, probably eighty miles. Supplies can be transported from \V"innemucca on
the Californi~t Pncific Railroad, some two hundred miles good road. Shonld the Union
Pttcific Railroacl Company make their proposed extension now noticed in the California
papers, the road woulcl pass probably not more than twenty or thirty miles from the
post.
The middle fork of the Ma1heur bat~ all the advantages of good locality for a post except timber for bnildiug purposes, which is some twenty miles distant, as f:tr as my
recollection now serves me. Possibly, timber may be found nearer. The nearest mail
facilities is the route from Fort Boise to Canon City, probably thirty miles distant.
Supplies wonld probably come from Winnemucca in the vicinity of two hundred and
fifty miles distant; roads could be made good. As to choice between the two posts of
Camp Harney and \Varner for controlling the Indians there is but litt.le choice; both
will be in striking distance of the Indians; probably Harney a little the nearest . . But
I consider \Varner the most desirable post, and the new railroad if completed, will
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pass probably within twenty-fiye miles of it. The bnildings I consider better, and the
accommof1ations of the post better, particularly with reference to water and timber.
In other respects it is in every way the equal of Harney. With reference to interruptions of the roads from snow and other causes, there is little or no choice. either in
Harney, ·warner, or the two locations above named.
Troops can move as a general thing at all times of the year, except in winters when
a large quantity of snow falls, which has only occurred once since the country bas
been occupied, viz, in the winter of 1867 and Hl68.
Floods may occur in either of the above localities in May or June. As to theresources of the country above named I consider that it. meets every requisit.e reqnirefl.
There is good tillable land, particularly in the valleys of the Malheur and Dnnder and ,
Blitzen Creek.
This country is the exact country where the Pi-Utes are desirous of remaining. At an
Indian council held by Mr. Meacham, superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon, the
Indians d~clined to move from this country to the reservation on Spragne River, except
Ochehoe's and Sarcoxie's bands, probably about one-third of all the Pi-Utes. Ochehoe's
baud, much the largest of the two, moved at the request of Mr. Meacham, bnt wonltl
rather have gone t,o the country above mentioned, and are now not at all satisfied with
their locality, making complaints to me frequently.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELMER OTIS,
Major First Cavalry, Commanding.
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAl.,

Department of the Colttmbia, Portland, Oreg.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT COLUMBIA.

Po1'tland, Oreg., June 21, i871.

Official copy :
LOUIS V. CAZIARC,
First Lieutenant Second ArtUler;IJ, A. D. C., and A. A. A. G.
[Inclosure E. I
HEADQUARTERS CAMP HARNEY, OREG.,

July 29, 1871.
Sm: In regard to the two ch:ef points upon which information is required, viz: the
resources of the country, designated for the reservation, for maintaining an Indian
pOJ u l:.ltion, and the selection of a post of sufficient strength and Ruitably located for
snpe1 vising and governing the Indians to be collected in the reservation, I have the
ho1 10J 1o report that the conntry designated, lying between the forty-second aucl fortyfom tl parallels of north latitude, and the one hundred and seventeenth and one hnudred and twentieth longitude,, is a part of a great platean, of considerable elevation,
brolH n l y the southern extremity of the Blue Mountains, which extend to Harney
ValJ, ~, 2nd by several independent ranges; Stein Mountain range, in which the
soutL f01 k of the Malheur rises, and extending nearly through the middle of the
resen ation to near the Nevada line; Warner Mountain, along the line of which
are U ristmas or ·warner Lakes; Cedar Mountain, supplying a portion of the Owyhee.
It is watered in the northeastern and southeastern portions by the Malhenr
and 1l~ e Owyhee, containing almost the entire basin of the Malheur, and the greater
part of the Ow~rhee. It contains, also, the head-waters of the south fork of the
John ray's River, t.hose of the Crooked River, one of the supplies of the Des Chutes
ancl th • se of several creeks. Near the center are the large lakes Harney and Malheur,
sur pli d by Sylvas and SilvAr Creek, and by several smaller streams '.vhich together
conRti1 nte an interior basin of the plateau, surrounded on all sides by the water-sheds
of the Malheur, Owyhee, Crooked River, and John Day. In the southern portion is the
divide between the Nevada Basin and that of the Columbia River. This country, were
its elevation less, would certainly support an agricultural population somewhat nnmerous. There are several portions, especially Harney Valley and the valleys opening
into it, White Horse Valley in the southern part, and other localities adapted from the
richness of their soil for agricultural pursuits. Wild rye and oats grow freely, and the
latter in very high portions of the reservation; and there seems to be no reason why the
cnhivated varieties as well as other varieties of grain could not be grown; still, the
fitness of any portion of the reservation for these growths is matter of theory mtller
than of experiment. The greater portion of the reservation is certainly not adapted to
successful agriculture, but can support a large population which should devote itself
to grazing. A large number of cattle are now herded in the southern part and the
horses and cattle of the garrison find ample subsistence.
The Indians depend at present upon the salmon which ascend the tributaries of the
Snake River lying within the reservation, upon hunting, ancl camas. These sonrces
of subsistence are not sufficient for a large Indian population. Game is not very aJJun-
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dant. althongh not wanting, consisting mainly of antelopes, deer, several varieties of
bear, an(l grouse. The streams contain trout, large and small. Bnt, as a matter of
course, these sources of supply must gradually diminish. The supply of salmon is considerable but sometimes nearly fails. Camas is quite abundant. There are also
some fur-bearing ammals, beaver, some otter, and a few mink, and the Indians can exchange their furs and skins for money and in trade.
If an Indian population, much exceeding that which now lives upon the reservation
is to subsist upon it, and if they are to be civilized, they must praotice grazing. Stock
might subsist during the severe months of winter without feeding, but provisions of
bay forth~ winter will be generally reqnired.
As regards the location of a post suitable for supervising and controlling the Indians
over the whole reservation, nonfl could be selected more eligible than the present site
of Harney. It is so located, at a point toward which all the mountains converge, as
easily to command every part of the reservation without any formidable crossing of
mountains, requisites of fuel, timber, water, and grass, and facilities of access an!l
egress are admirably met. Wood can be supplied for fuel at the expense of about $5
per cord, and Harney Plain is a meadow of great extent. The water supply is adequate
for all purposes from the creek and wells. No point could be selected which would
contain so many advantages as the present post. A few miles farther south would be
more central, but would not afford the advantages of wood and water, and ·would be
less accessible; more isolated during the wet season, which extends late into the spring.
\Vere there a locality exactly in the center, which would combine all the natural advantages of the present post, the distance of a few miles would be of small account, and
would not counterbalance the great cost of new erections and the greatly increased
cost of supplies. The Be\Y commissary building is on the line with the company quarters, symmetrical with them, and could l)e used as quarters, rendering the post fitted
for .four companies, with the addition of a new corumiss~uy building and a few other
strnctures of little cost.
Roads in good condition extend from the post to several impodant points, affording
faciiities also for rapid communication with various parts of the reservation. There is
road communication to Bear Valley, thirty-five miles; to Canyon City, seventy-five
miles; to the Dalles, ten hundred and fifty-five miles; to Grande Ronde, one hundred
add seve11ty-five miles; to Camp McDermit, one hundred and seventy -five miles; to
Winnemucca, two hundred and forty miles; and to \Varner, one hundred anti forty
miles. The post is equidistant from the Columbia River and the Central Pacific Railroatl. The new railroad passing through southeastern Oregon to Snlt Lake will, as at
present designed, run through the reservation, and bring the post much nearer to railroad communication. A new wagon-road from the \Villamette to Owyhee, now in
process of survey, runs by the post. The whole country, especially the uplands, is obstructed by deep snows, generally rlnriug a few months in winter; and, in the spring,
the lowlands are softened by the melting of the snow and the overflows, an<l movements must be made along the foot bills to avoid the soft ground. In short, the reser' 'ation is cap:tble of maintaining a greater population than now lives upon it and, as
regards the selection of a commanding post, no position could lie selectetl com biuing
so many atlva,utages as Harney.
I am, respectfully, your 9bedient servant,
G. G. HUNT,
Major First Cavalry.
ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENEllAL,

Depm·tment of the Columbia, Portland, Oregon.
HEADQUARTEHS DEPARTME~T OF THE COLUMBIA,

August 9, 1871.

Officinl copy:
H. R. ANDERSON,
Second Lieutenant Fourth .Artillm·y, A. D. C, ancl .d. . .d. . .d. G.
[Indorsement on foregoing papers]
HEADQUARTEHS MILITARY DIVISION OF TilE PACIFIC,

San J!'rancisco, Cal., April 26, 1872.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, and recommended to the favorable
consideration of the Interior Dcpartrneut.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major-General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE,

Washington, D. C., June 13, 1873.
Officia,l copies respectfully furnished for the information of the Commissioner oflndian
Affairs.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
.Acljutant-General.

236

MODOC WAR.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

January 14, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to be in receipt, by reference from the Depart
nwnt, of Senate resolution of the 8th instant, the same being in terms
as follows:
Resolred, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to fnrnish the Senate snch
information as may be in his Department touching existing difficulties with the Modoc
and other Indian tribes in Northern California and Southern Oregon.

In compliancp, with your instructions to submit a report upon the
su"hject-matter of this resolution, I have the honor to state that no serious difficulties are known to exist with any tribes in tbe sections
named, other than 'Yith the Modocs. This tribe bas been known to this
Office since 1853 as generally unfriendly to the whites. It :first eiitered into friendly relations with the Government by a treaty, to which
the Klamath and Yahooskin band of Snakes were also parties, (16 Statutes at Large, p. 707,) made on the 18th of October, 1864, ratified by
the Senate, with certain verbal amendments, July 2, 1866, and after the
Indians h1d consented to these amendments in December, 1869, proclaimed by the President ·February 18, 1870. Umler the provisions of
article 1 of this treaty, and of the Executi\e order of March 14, 1871,
issued thereunder, a tract of land, estimatt>d to contain 768,000 acres,
was set apart for the Indians, parties to the treaty, in the southern portion of Oregon.
ln September, 1865, while this treaty was pending before the Senate,
Mr. Lindsay Applegate, subagent in charge of Klamatbs and Snakes,
commeuced operations for their benefit. The Modocs, presumedly acting
under advice of certain interested whites, bad previously withflrawn
from the country to their former home, near Clear Lake, sixty miles
southeast of Klamath. They, however, informed JVIr. Applegate, by
messenger, that tbey would conform to his wishes, and, in the event of
the ratification of their treaty, would come on the reservation.
During the ensuing year, a part of this tribe, under their high chief,
Scbonchis, or Skin-tian, were induced to settle quietly at the agency;
Captain Jack's band, however, preparing to stay at their old homes,
where, without serious outbreak, they remained until1869. In the latter part of that year, the amendments of the Senate to said treaty were
presented for their acceptance, when Captain Jack made strenuous objections to the whole affair. He was, however, finally induced by tbe
other chiefs to withdraw his opposition to the treaty, and in December
of that year settled with his immediate followers upon the reservation.
Within three months trouble rose between the Modocs and the
Klamaths, due in a great measure to the unfriendly disposition and
conduct of the latter. The Modocs, under orders from Captain 0. C.
Knapp, U. S. A., who, in October, 1869, had relieved .Mr. Applegate,
subagent, &c., moved to another part of the reservation. Here disturbances were soon renewed, which resulted in the departure of the
Modocs, who refused, as they said, to go into any traps for the benefit
of their enemies, the Klamaths. Mr. A. B. Meacham, the then superintendent of Indian affairs for Oregon, attempted to sett.le the difficulties
by establishing at Camp Yainax, in a distant part of the reservation, a
subagency for the Snakes and others, leaving the Klamaths alone at
the regular agrncy. But this measure, so far as it concerned the seceding and more turbulent portion of the tribe under Captain Jack's leadership, failed of its object. In his annual report for 1871, Superintendent Meacham recommended the establishment of the band. on a reserva-
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tion to be set apart for them near their old home, where they could
he subjected to go\Ternmental control, and receive their share of the
benefits of the trf'aty. The tract indicated by him was six miles sr1uare,
lying partly in Oregon and partly in California. No action on this
recom rnen(lation was en~r taken hy this Department.
To avert an outbreak, which the superinteudent deemed imruinPnt, two
commiRsioner~, acting under instructions, held consultations ''ith these
Indians in the summer of 1871, as the result of which it w~"ts understood that tlw.v should be permit.ted to n~main at their present location,
awaiting definite action by this Office in regard to their reservation,
prodded always that they refrainecl from theft and. distnrhauce.
By referen ce from the lwnor<tble the Secretary of vYar, this office
was ou the 2l~tof :\'larch last placed in possession of copies of an extended
correspo1Hlence which had been conducted between tlw milit<try offieers,
the Oregon State anthorities, and the superintendent of Indian affairs in
that State, in which the danger of serious troubles \\'ai::i set forth and acknowledged by all these officials, and from which it was appare11t that
the military, while di:;;posing the troops to insure the gre,ttest protection to the citizens, yet felt restrained from active orwration against
the defi:mt Indians under the agreemeut made by Superintendent
Meacham in regarcl to the reservation; altlwngh Snperinte!l(lent
Meach:uH'~ R1wce::~sor, l\lr. T. B. Olleneal, held that Captain Jack h<ld
forfeited, ~)y his maratHling~, all claims to consideration nuder that
agreement.
A letter of instructions relath·e to the whole snbject at issue, ~md cov·eriug copi f'R o f these papers, was forwarded to Supt->riutendent Odeueal
on the 12th of April last. Upon the receipt of his r e ply of June 17,
1872, and its iuelosures, he was ordered, nuuer d<tte of July G, to effect
the removal of the~e Indiaus, hy force if necessary, to the Klamath
reservation.
Copies of these three communications, and of Snperintende11t Odeneal's com m nnication of the 23d ultimo, in which he reports at length
in regard to these ditliculties, are here,,ith forwarded for the iufol'ruation of the Senate. 'rhe papers referred to this otlice from the War
DPpartmeut, with other papers bearing upon this subject also on file in
this Office, are voluminous, and as their substantial illlpol't has been
shown above~ it has not been thought ad dsable to delay this report for
the purpose of making copies of tllem. Such copies will, lwweYer, be
fumished if desired..
Tile resolut ion of the Senate is herewith returned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
Ron. C.

DELANO,
~ec retary

of the Interior.

DEPAR'l'MEt~-T OF TIIE lNTERlOR,

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAin.s,

July G, 1872.
SIR: I haxe received your report, dated the 17th nltimo, inclosing
copies of lett Prs from ,J. D. Appleg}tte, elated respecti 'ely the 8th an<l
16th of l\fay last, in reply to a communication from this officP, date<l
April 12, 1872, relative to the removal of the Modoc Indians to tile
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lCiamath re~erYation, or the propriety of baYing a new reservation set
apart for them. In your report :you state "that it is the opinion of
:Mrtj. Elmer Otis, as well as that of .M essrs. Applegate and Dyer, that
Camp Yainax on Klamath reservation is the best place in that whole
country for the Modoc Indians; that they will be as well contented and
as easily kept there as at any other place that could be selected," and
:you agrc:>e with them in their opinion, and report against the propriety
of locating them elsewhere.
·
You further state that the leaders of the Modoc Indians are "desperadoes, brave, daring, reckless," and de(y the authority of the Government with impunity; and that it will be necessar~r to arreRt these leaders, and convince them of their error, before any civilizing influences
can be brought to bear upon the tribe.
..
Your recommendations, so far as the Modoc Indians are coneerned,
are approved, and you are directed to remove them to the Klamath
r«~servation-peaceably, if you possibly can; but forcibly, if you must-at
the time suggested in your report, in September next. Yon will exereise your discretion about making arrests of the leaders, avoiding any
unnecessary violence or resort to extreme measures.
You also re.port that "it is the opinion of Major Otis, and other military officers and citizens, that a reservation should be selected on the
head-waters of Malheur River, orin the Stein Mountain countr.v, on which
the Pi- Utes (or Snakes) should be located." You believe this practicable
and ad\'isable, and e~timate that there are five hundred Pi- Utes on the
lJead-waters of the Malhenr River who have never been on an:v reservation, and two hundred more at Yainax, who desire to go back where
their people are in the Malheur country.
In reply to this part of your report, you are directed to examine the
country at the head-·waters of the Malheur River, and report, by natural
boundaries, a sufficient quantity of land for a suitable reservation for
said Pi-Utes or Snake Indians. You will be careful not to embrace any
more territory than is necessary, and not to interfere with white settlements, if there are any m that locality. Upon receipt of such report,
the matter will receive proper consideration by this Office.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. vV ALKER,
Cmnmissioner.

T. B.

ODENEAL,

Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg.
SACRAMENTO, CAL., Jam'btary 15, 1872.
SIR: Allow me to call the attention of your Excellency to the inclosed
article from the Sacramento Union, a leading and influential paper of
this State, on the subject of the Modoc war, and the provocations received by and the frauds and injuries inflicted upon tllem and other
Indians by white men. This is not the isolated expression of a single
newspaper; I have heard elsewhere the same charge of ill-treatment
receive<) by the Modoc Indians, and I regard it as due to those Indians,
as well as to our own Government, to inform your Excellency of this
sentiment among people on the Pacific coast and in the vieinity of that
tribe, that sueh action may be ta~en as may be needful to prevent in·
justice being done them.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,
JOHN H. JA:MES, JR.
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

MODOC \YAR.
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JUSTICE AND FAIR PLAY.

Before the Modocs are finally exterminated in war, and at some proper jnnctnrP, the
Government shonld order an inveRtignhon to nf'lcertain whether these Indians h:we
heen fairly treated by the agents who llave had t.hem under t.heir charge, and by others.
There are tolerably well-founded reports that they have not received such treatment
as was guaranteed by treaty, N snch as they were entitled to, or led to expect from
promises held out. If it shoulcl be found that injustice has been doue in this case, it
will not be the tir~:;t time iu the history of the country that the appropriations of Congress have not been devoted to the purpose for which they were asked and granted. It
is on record that appropriations have been asked and votAd for a tribe of Indians which
have no real distinct existence, and the money went into the bands of speculating
agents. Last year the arnonnt appropriated for the benefit of what is called an apocryphal tribe, or the Teton Sionx, which have not had a tribal organization since the
Minnesota war, or Ul63, but haYe become merged au<llost their identity in other tribes,
was $900,000, and this year $200,000 is set apart in the Indian appropt·iation bill for
their support. As an exchange says, it will be interesting to know who ha.s pocketed
the mo11ey, and who are the agentH that have betrayed t.he confidence of the administration, which Las been laboring so earnestly to re-orgamze the Indian Depart.ment, anfl
to free it from the thieves and plnmlerers who have been so long engaged in .fleecing the
Government and cheat.ing the Indians. An investigation into the particular case mentioned is demanded by parties in the East at the hands of Congress, and it is contidently expected that the suhject will be soon taken np at Washington and the iniquity
practiced inquire<l into. While this ma.tter is undergoing ventilation, it will do no
harm to see whether there is an.Y gronu<l for the compla,ints of bad treatment. which
are reportecl to be made by the Modocs, a.nd which ha.ve enraged them against the
white settlers, au<l got the country into further Indian troubles.

DEP AR'l':i\1ENT OF TilE INTERIOR,

January H:i, 1873.
SIR: For the information of the Senate, I have the honor to transmit
herewith a copy of a report., dated the 14th iustant, from the Acting
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and accompanying papers, in answer
to a resolution of the Senate dated the 8th instant, in the followiug
words, viz:
Resolred, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed to fnrnish the Senate such
information as may be in his Department touching existing difficulties with the 1\Iodoc
or other Indian tribes iu Northern California ancl Southern Oregon.

It appears from the report of the Acting Commissioner that there are
on file in the Indian Office other papers bearing upon this subject that
are volumit1ous; and as their su • antial import is exhibited iu those
presented, it is uot deemed advisable to delay an answer to the resolution for the purpose of copying them. Such copies will, however, be
furnished if desired.
Very respectfully, your obedient serv-ant,
B. R. COWAN,
Acting Secretary.
The PRESIDENT OF TilE SEN ATE.

DEP ARTl\IENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Jan-u ary 27, 1873.
SIR: I have thr. honor to inclose herewith a copv of a communication
of this date, addressed to this Department lJy E. L. Appleg·ate, esq.,
commissioner of immigration for Oregon, and others, in relation to the
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Rituation of affairs in the Klamath and Modoc country, in Southern
Oregon, upon which suuject I desire to confer with the President and
yourself at the cabinet meeting to-morrow, the 28th instant.
I have tbe honor to be your obeG.ient servant,
C. DELANO, Secretary.

Ron.

vVILLIA:iVI

W. BRLKNAP,
Secretary of War.

DEP ARTl\IENT OF 'l'HE IN'l'ERIOR,

1Vashington, D. 0., January :m, 1873.
Referring to the difficulties that have arisen atHl still continue
to exist bet\veen the troops of the United States and the Modoc Indians,
in Oregon, I have to inform you that I have determined to send a commission to the scene of the difficulty, for the purpose of ~xamiuing into
the same.
This commission will con~:;ist of three members, whose names will be
hereafter furui~lled to you. It will be required to proceed to the Modoc
t•ouutry a s rapidly as possible, and before entering· upon the active discharg-e of its dnties will confer with General Canby, of the United
States Army, and in all subsequent proceedings of the commission it
should confer freely with tllat officer and act nuder his advice, as far as
it tllCI.Y be possible to do so, and always with his co-operation.
The ol dect s to be attaiuetl by this commission are these: first, to ascertain t he causes wbich llave led to the difficulties and hos t ilities between tl.le troop s a nd tlle Modocs; and secondly, to deYise the most
effeeti ,.e and j ndicious measures for preventing· the continuance of these
hostilities, mHl for the restoration of peace.
It is the opinion of the Department, from the he8t information in its
possession, that it is advisable to remot-e the Modoc Indian s, with their
consent, to some new reserYation; and it is believed that the Coast resen~atiou in Otegou, lying between Oape Lookout on tbe north and
Cape Pt'rpeties on the south, and bounded on the east by the Coast
Range of mountains, and on the west by the Pacific Ocean, will be found
to furni8h tile best location for these Indian~. The commission will
therefore be directed to make an amicable arrangement for locating the
Indians on some portion of tltis reservation, provided it is possible for
it to do so, and provided that sahl commission is not of opinion, after
SIR:

i'ully inT'estigativg the case, that some other place is better adapted to
accr:m plishing the purpose of the .Department; in either of which events
the eommission ·will, before finally concluding an arrangement with the
Indians, bold eommunicat.ion with the Oommissioner of Indians Affairs,
a.nd reetive further advice.
The commission will in no wise attempt to direct the military authorities in refe rence to their movements. It will be at liberty, hO'IYever,
to inform the commanding officer of the wish of the Department that no
more force or violence be used than, in his opinion, shall lw deemed
absolutely necessary and proper, it being the desire of the D epartment,
in this, as well as in all other cases of like character, to couduct its
comm unicatious with the Indians in such a manner as to secure peace
aml obtain their confidenee, if possible, and tlleir voluntary consent to
a compliance with such reg·ulations as may be deemed ueeessary for
their present and future welfare.
The commission will be directed to keep the Department athised as
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frequently as possible of its progress until the work which is assigned
to it shall be accomplished, or its further progress proven to be unnecessary.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Becretary.
The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN1'ERIOR,

Washington, January 30, 1873.
SIR: In pursuance of the understanding arrived at during the conversation between the President, yourself, and myself, a few da~ys since,
on the subject of Modoc war, so called, and with a view of stopping, if
possible, the further effusion of blood, and again establishing peace between the Indians and the whites, I have decided to send to the scene
of the difficulties a commission, consisting of three persons. With this
purpose in view, I have addressed a letter to the Acting Commissioner of
Indian Afl'airs, bearing date the 29th instant, a copy of which is here
with inclosed, which is to guide him in the preparation of the instructions for the government of the commissioners to be appointed. So
soon as these instructions are completed, and the commissioners agreed
upon, you will be further advised re1ative to the matter.
In the mean time I have respectfully to suggest, and as far as proper
to request, that the troops be so placed as to give security to the whites
and prevent any depredations by the Modocs, should efforts in that direction be attempted ; and further, that active hostilities against these
Indians be suspended until the commissioners shall reach the Modoc
country and ascertain whether there is a prospect of obtaining peace
without resorting to any further use of the military arm of tile Government.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
0. DELANO,
Secretary.
Hon. WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of VVar.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., January 31, 1873.
SIR : Referring to my letter to you of the 29th instant, in relation to
the affairs of the Modoc Indians, I have to inform you that A. B.
Meacham, esq., Superintendent T. B. Odeneal, and Agent J. H. Wilber
have been selected by the Department to constitute the commission
wbieh I desire to send to the Modoc country for the purpose of examining
into and reporting upon the causes of the existing difficulties, with a
view to a peaceable solution of the same.
For their services in the discharge of the duties devolving upon them,
Mr. Meacham will be allowed compensation at the rate of $10 per day
and his actual expenses; and Superintendent Odeneal and Agent Wilber will be allowed their actual expenses.
Agent J. H. Wilber will assume exclusive charge of the accounts and
details connected with the expenses of the commission.
H. Ex. 122-16
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You are respectfully directed to noti(y the parties of their appointment and prepare the necessary instructions for their guidance, which
shall be in conformity with my letter to you, already referred to, and
which you will be pleased to submit to the Department for approval.
A copy of these instructions, after being approved, will be furnished
to each member of the commission for his information.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
February l, 1873.
SIR : In accordance with the directions contained in Department letter of the 31st ultimo, I have the honor to submit herewith, for your
approval, a draught of the instructions proposed to be issued by this Office
for the guidance of the commission appointed to visit the Modoc Indians
in Oregon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commisi:wner.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPAR'l'MENT OF THE IN1.'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF .AIRS,
Februwry l, 1873.
SIR: In accordance with Department letter of the 31st ultimo, you
are advised that you have been selected by the Hon. Secretary of the
Interior to act, in conjunction with A. B. Meacham, esq., and Agent J.
H. Wilber of the Yakama agency, Washington Territory, as a commissioner for the purpose of examining into and reporting upon the
causes of the existing difficulties with the Modoc Indians in Oregon,
with a view to the peaceable solution of the same. You will hold yourself in readiness to enter upon the discharge of these duties without
delay, full instructions in regard to which will be forwarded as soon as
possible.
You will be allowed your actual expenses while engaged in the performance of your duties while under this appointment. Agent Wilber
will assume exclusive charge of the accounts md details connected with
the expenses of the commission.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
T. B. 0DENEAL, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg.

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN1.'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS,
February l, 1873.
SIR: In accordance with Department letter of the 31st ultimo, you
are advised that you have been selected by the Bon. Secretary of the
Interior to act, in conjunction with A. B. Meacham, esq., and Superin-
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tendent T. B. Odeneal, of the Oregon superintendency, as a commissioner
for the purpose of examining into and reporting npon the causes of the
existing difficulties wir.h the Modoc Indians in Oregon, with a view to
the peaceable solution of the same. You will hold yor rself in readiness
to enter upon the discharge of such duty without delay, full instructions
in regarll to which will be forw:trded as soon as possible.
You will assume exclusive control of the accounts and details connected
with the expenses of the commission, and forward the same to this Office
for examination and settlement.
You will be allowed your actual expenses wbile engaged in the performance of your duties under this appointment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. ULUM,_
Acting Oomntissioner.
J. H. WILBER, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent,
(Care R. H. Milroy, Superintendent Indictn Affairs, Olympia, Wash.)

GRANT COUNTY, OREGON,
February 3, 1873.
DEAR SIR: I beg leave to trespass on your time for a very short time.
I will come to the point at once. You doubtless know of the war now
going on with the Modocs. What I have to say is this, there is little
doubt if this war lasts two months longer that all the Snakes will join
in the conflict. There are now at Oamp Harney only troops enough to
guard the Government property, say tort,y effective men; there are estimated to be three hundred Indian braves immediately around Camp
Harney. These Snakes are wild Indians; have positively refused their
agent to go on any reservation ; they are very vicious and warlilre.
You recollect, doubtless, that no officer ever gained any advantages over
them for years of war until General Crook took command. There are
nominally two companies of men stationed at Camp Harney. These companies have dwindled down to thirty-five or forty men to the company.
Thirty-five of these men arA now with the troops around Captain Jack's
camp. Now you can see what will happen in case the Snakes break
out. The few troops we have will be powerless to protect the defenseless
settlers in all the Suake country. The Indians will destroy vast herds of
stock in every direction; they will not lack for provisions, for they will
subsist on the vast herds of stock in their own country. I hope you
will be so kind as to lay this matter before the proper authorities and
the President. It may save the lives of many women and children· if
this matter is attended to at once. It would be well to force these Indians
on to reservations, and made to stay there; and then when they left the
reservation people would know that there was something wrong, and be
on their guard. But no, they roam at will where they like, and people
have no apprehension of danger until it is too late.
Very respectfully, yours,
WM. LUOE.
Ron. GEo. H. WILLIAMS.
MARCH 1, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
A. G. H. WHITE,
Acting Chief Clerk.

244

MODOC WAR.

PORTY-SECOND CONGRESS, THIRD SESSION, CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA'l'IVES,
February 3, 1873.
On motion of Mr. Shanks:
Resolt,ed, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
instructed to inform the House at his earliest convenience of the cause
of the present difficulties with the Modoc Indians.
Attest:
EDW. McPHERSON,
Ole'rk.
[Telegram.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, January 30, 1873.
Ron. FELIX R. BRUNOT, Pittsburgh, Pa.:
Commission of three to the Modocs is agreed upon. Important that
one of your board shall be one of the three. Do not fail to detail one.
Immediate action important. Answer.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
WM. WELSH.
DEP AU.TMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. 0.~ February 5, 1873.
SIR : The draught of the instructions proposed to be issued for the
guidance of the commission appointed to visit the Modoc Indians in
OrAgon~ which was inclosed to the Department with your letter of the
1st instant, is hereby approved and returned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. DELANO,
Secretary.
The ACTING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
DEP.ARTMENT OF THE IN'l.'ERIOR,
Washington, D. 0., Febr'ltary 5, 1873.
SIR : Referring to my communication to you of the 31st ultimo, designating A. B. Meachem, esq., T. B. Odeneal, superintendent of Indian
affairs, and Agent J. H. Wilber as a commission to treat with the Modoc
Indians in reference to existing difficulties between them and tbe military authorities, I have to inform you that the appointment of said commissioners is hereby modified as follows : for J. H. Wilber and T. B.
Odeneal substitute Samuel Case, subagent at Alsea, and Jesse Applegate, of Yon calla, Oreg.
The compensation of Mr. Applegate will be $10 per day and actual
expenses, and Agent Case will be paid his actual expenses.
You will be pleased to notify the parties designated of their appointment without delay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
The ACTING COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE IN~ERIOR,
Office Indian Affairs, February 5, 1873.
SIR: Referring to office letter of the 1st instant, you are advised that
the Ron. Secretary of the Interior has appointed Samuel Case, esq.,
United States Indian agent for the Alsea subagency in Oregon, and
Jesse Applegate, of Yoncalla, in said State, members of the commission to treat with the Modocs, in place of yourself and Superintendent T. B. Odeneal.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
J. H. WILBER, EsQ.,
United States Indian Agent,
(CareR. H. Milroy, Superintendent Indian Affairs, Olympia, Wash.)

[Telegram.]

PORTLAND, OREG., February 5, 1873.
The Secreta1·y of the Interior, Washington, D. C.:
Your telegram of to-day has been received.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General.
Official copy respectfully furnished by mail.
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF.AIRS,
Febt·ua,r y 5, 1873.
SIR: Referring t,o office letter of the 1st instant, you are advised that
the Hon. Secretary of the Interior has appointed Samuel Case, esq.,
United 8tates Indian agent for the Alsea subagency, and Jesse Applegate, esq., of Yoncalla, Oreg., members of the commission to treat with
the Modocs, in place of yourself and Agent J. H. Wilbur.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
T. B. ODENE.AL, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Salem, Oreg.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
February 5, 1873.
SIR : In accordance with Department letters of the 31st ultimo and
3d instant, I have to advise you of your selection, by the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, to act, in conjunction with Jesse Applegate, esq.,
of Yoncalla, Oreg., and Samuel Case, esq., United States Indian agent
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for the Alsea subagency in that State, as a commissioner for the purpose of examining into and reporting upon the causes of the existing
difficulties with the Modoc Indians, with a view to the peaceable solution of the same.
Full instructions for your guidance in the discharge of your duties
under this appointment are inelobed herewith.
You will be allowed compensation at the rate of $3 per day and your
actual expenses while engaged in the performance of your duties devolving upon you by virtue of this appointment, of the acceptance
of which you are i·equested to notify this office.
Very respectfully, your obedint servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
A. B. MEACHAM, Esq.,
Chairman of Commission, Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Febnwry 5, 1873.
SIR: In accordance with Department letters of the 31st ultimo and
5th instant, I have to advise you of your selection, by the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, to act, in conjunction with A. B. Meacham, esq.,
and Jesse Applegate, esq., of Yoncalla. Oreg., as a commissioner for
the purpose of examining into and reporting upon the cause of the existing difficulties with the :Modoc Indians, with a view to the peaceful
solution of the same.
Full instructions for your guidance in the discharge of your duties
under this appointment are inclosed herewith.
·
You will be allowed your actual expenses while engaged in the performance of your duties under this appointment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
.A.ct,ing Commissioner.
SAMUEL CAsE, Esq.,
United States Indian Agent, Newport, Oreg.
(Per A. B. Meacham, Esq.)

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
February 5, 1873.
SIR : In accordance with Department letters of the 31st ultimo and
5th instant, I h'a ve to advise you of your selection by the honorable
Secretary of the Interior to act in conjunction with A. B. Meacham, esq.,
and Samuel Case, esq., United States Indian Agent for the .Alsea subagency, in Oregon, as a commissioner for the purpose of examining into
and reporting upon the causes of the existing difficulties with the Modoc Indians, with a view to the peaceable solution of the same.
Full instructions for your guidance in the discharge of your duties
under this appointment are inclosed herewith.
You will be allowed compensation at the rate of $10 per day, and
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your actual expenses, while engaged in the performance of the duties
devolving upon you by virtue of this appointment, of the acceptance
of which you are requested to notify this Office.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
JESSE APPLEGA'fE, Esq.,
Yoncalla, Oregon.
(Per A. B. Meacham, Esq.)
[Telegram by the Western Union Telegraph Company, dated Portland, Oreg., February
5, 1873. Received February 6.]

To the Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C.:
Your telegram of to-day has been received.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General.
[Telegram.]

DEPAR'l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 5, 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, Portlctnd, Oreg.:
Messrs. Meacham, Applegate, and Agent Case have been appointed
commissioners to visit tbe Modoc Indians. Provide for them a suitable
reservation, and prevent further hostilities if possible. They are directed to meet and confer with you at Linkville, Oreg., on the fifteenth
instant.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
[Telegram.]

DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR,
TVashington, February 5, 1873.
T. B. ODENEAL, Salem, Oreg.:
Direct Agent Case and request Jesse Applegate to meet General
Canby and Mr. Meacham at Linkville, Oreg., on the 15th instant, to
treat with the Modocs for settlement of difficulties, for which purpose
these men are commissioners.
U. DELANO,
Secretary.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 5, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
copy of a telegram this day sent to Gen. E. R. S. Canby, Portland,
Oreg., notifying him of the appointment of commissioners to Y"isit the
Modoc Indians; said commissioners to meet and confer with him, at
Linkville, Oreg., on the 15th instant.
Very resvectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretctry.
The Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF WAR.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 5, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
copy of the instructions issued by this Department to the commission
appointe<l to visit the Modoc Indians for the purpose of prodding a suitable reservation for, and preventing further hostilities with, said
Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Sec'retary.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR.

WASHINGTON, D. C.,
Feb'ruwry 6, 1873.
I have the honor of acknowledging receipt of letter of 5th instant,
appointing me a commissioner to Modoc Indians, and hereby signify
my acceptance of said appointment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM.
Ron. H. R. CLmi, Acting Oomrn·issioner.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
February 6, 1873.
SIR: A. B. Meacham, esq., having been appointed by the Secretary
of the Interior a special commissioner to treat with the Modoc Indians
in Oregon, you will please advance to him the sum of $1,000, to enable
him to defray his expenses, charging the appropriation "Incidental
expenses Indian service in Oregon." Mr. Meacham's receipt for said
sum will be considered a sufficient voucher in the settlement of your
accounts, and he will be held accountable for the proper disposition of
said funds.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
R. JosEPH, Esq.,
Disbursing-Clerk, Department Interior.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, February 8, 1873.
SIR : For the information of t.he House of Representatives, I have the
honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report, dated the 7th instant,
from the Commissioner of Indian A:fl'airs, together with Sen. Ex. Doc.
29, Forty-second Congress, third session, in answer to a resolution of
the Honse, dated the 3d instant, in the following words, viz:
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be is hereby, instructed to inform
the House, at his earliest convenience, of the cause of the present difficulties with the
Modoc Indians.
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I will remark that, as stated in the communication to the Senate of
the 16th ultimo, in reply to a similar resolution of that body, that there
are on file in the Indian Office other papers, bearing upon this subject,
that are voluminous, and it has not been deemed advisable to delay an
answer to the resolution for the purpose of copying them, as their substantial import is exhibited in those now forwarded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
Hon. JAS. G. BLAINE,
Speaker of the House of Rep1·esentatives.

YREKA, CAL., February 16, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor of reporting my arrival at this place. Telegraphed you this p. m. Will proceed to headquarters to-morrow.
From telegram you will learn something of the coming difficulties.
Things look very much mixed. Everything said since my arrival has
been discouraging. Evil prophecy. I am sanguine of success, unless
State authorities intel'fere. Inclosed find protest of Governor Grover.
Will keep you informed of progress and events.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Commissioner.
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.

YREKA, CAL., February 16, 1873.
COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, lVashington :
General Canby, Applegate, and Case at headquarters near Modocs.
I will be there to-morrow. Governor Grover files with commissioners
protest against any terms but surrender of Indians to authorities.
Grand jury of Jackson County, Oregon, have found bills of indictment
against Modocs. A conflict of authority seems inevitable. People
indignant at any other place than Go"ernor Grover demands.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Commissioner.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1873.
Gen. E. R. S. CANBY, Portland, Oreg.:
Please see the telegram sent by the Secretary of the Interior this day
to A. B. Meacham, at Yreka. Acknowledge receipt.
By command of General Sherman:
WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant A.dj~ttant- General.
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FAIRCHILD'S RANCH, CAL.,
February 20, 1873.
Col. W. D. WHIPPLE, Washington, D. C.:
I have received your telegram of the 18th, and have seen the telegram
to Mr. Meacham from the Secretary of the Interior. The commission
was organized on the 18th, and proceeded at once to business under the
instructions of the Commissioner.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Bt·igadier- General, Commanding.
By courier to Yreka, Cal., 22d.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, February 24, 1873.
Official copies respectfully furnished for the information of the Secretary of War.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.
WAR DEPARTMENT, February 25, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the honorable Secretary of the Interior for
his information.
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
February 28, 1873,
Respectfully referred to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
A. S. H. WHITE,
Acting Chief Clerk.

[Telegram.]

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D. 0., February 18, 1873.
To A. B. MEACHAM, Yreka, Cal. :
Have shown your telegram of the 16th to the President. You are
directed to proceed with the commission under your instructions without
regard to Governor Grover's protest.
If the authority of the United States is defied and resisted by State
authorities, the United States will not be responsible for results, even
if the State should be left to take care of Indians without assistance
from the United States.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.
Charge Interior Department-C. DELANo, Secretary.
Respectfully referred for the information of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.
A. S. H. WHITE,
Acting Chief CleYk, Department of Interior.
FEBRUARY 18, 1873.
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[Telegram.]

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, February 18, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM, Yreka, Cal. :
Have shown your telegram of the 16th to the President. You are directed to proceed with the commission under your instructions without
regard to Governor Grover's protest.
If the authority of the United States is rle:fi.ed and resisted by State
authorities, the United States will not be responsible for results, even if
the State should be left to take care of Indians without assistance from
the United States.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

FAIRCHILD'S RANCH, CAL.,
February 19, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of my commission
to act as peace commissioner for the settlement of the Modoc war.
I hereby accept said commission and proceed, in connection with A.
B. Meacham and Jesse Applegate, to settle peaceably, if possible, the
difficulties now existing between the people of Oregon and California
and the Modoc Indians.
Your most obedient servant,
SAMUEL CASE.
Bon. H. H,. CLuM, Acting Commissioner, Washington, D. 0.

[Telegram.]

DEP AR1'MENT OF THE INTERIOR,
February 19, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM, Yreka, Cal. :
Judge A. M. Rosborough, of Yreka, is added to your commission.
Notify him.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

FAIRCHILD'S, CAL., Februa.r y 19, 1873.
DEAR SIR : Owing to your non-arrival at Linkville on the 15th instant,
Mr. Case and myself, having neither commissions nor instructions, were
left to our own resources.
Among other things to be met was the celebrated "protest" of Governor Grover, which, as it bad already been in print, I thought it best
to reply to in "an open letter," a copy of which I herewith inclose.
Having years ago become intimately acquainted with Governor Grover,
when I saw his private secretary at Linkville I felt at once that some
cunning advantage was being sought by the inveterate enPmi~'S of the
Federal Government. Like a President's message of the olden time,
this "protest" of Governor Grover appeared in the newspapers of Oregon
before the date of its proposed delivery to the peace commission. As
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the Modoc imbroglio is now in the hands of the military, which must
enforce an unconditional surrender of the rebellious Indians, Governor
Gro,er naturally concluded there would be no occasion for a peace commission, unless the Government was disposed to grant the Modocs more
liberal terms. By embodying public opinion in the form of the protest
the governor hopes to gain a political advantage to himself and party,
should the commission exact terms less rigorous than strict justice and
public sentiment require; and he was in such hot haste to present his
protest in order to forestall the action of the commission, in order to
appear to have influenced it, or at least to claim for himself to have suggested or influenced its popular measures, and leave those unpopular to
be borne by the administration.
You will perceive I have been mild and courteous toward the governor. You know, as well as I, .Mr. Grover is not entitled to such treatment at your hands or mine.
Truly your friend,
JESSE APPLEGATE.
A. B. MEACHAM, Ohairrnan Peace Oornrnission.

An open lette'r to Governor G1·over.
LINKVILLE1 February 16, 1873.
To his excellency, 4"c. :
Your communication of the lOth instant, addressed "To the commissioners to conclude peace with the Modoc Indians," was handed to Mr. Case and myself yesterday,
and as we are uot a board of commissioners at this time, we can only receive and hold
your paper until such a board as you address is convened, and then lay it before jt,
which we propose to do.
It is therefore as an individual, not as a member of a board, that I address you, and
for what I here say I am myself solely responsible.
Without reference to the contents of your letter, to which I will hereafter refer, I
think you have shown undue haste in seuuing it, if indeed you should at all address
officially a board so constituted as the one of which you suppose us to be members.
The Modoc war is and has been exclusively under the direction of the United States.
Though beginning in Oregon it is now removed to the State of California, aml the citizens of both States must suffer equally by its continuance and derive equal benefit
from its speedy and successful close.
It is rumored that the commission would (and as yet we have nothing more definite) be constituted of citizens of both States, but whether this be true or not: it
is to be hoped, whoever it may bo that constitutes it, that in carrying out the
duties imposed upon it that the interests of the people most concerned will be
cared for, no matter on which side the State line they may reside. The power
which created this commission is the one to which the citizens of both California and
Oregon look for protection and redress. It is now at a heavy expense in extending to
them protection, and if ever the losses or sufferings of any one injured by this unfortunate war is redressed, that redress must come from the Federal Government. Such
being the case, and the powers of the commission being derived from the Federal Government, from it alone must the commission receive its instructions, either State
having no right whatever to interfere in the matter.
As the instructions to the commission are as yet unknown, even to its supposed members, it is unfair and unjust to the Federal Government to suppose, as you seem to do,
that those instructions will not secure the best interests of the people concerned, and
your letter does equal injustice to the personnel of the commission, those now reported
as forming it being all of them citizens of Oregon, two of them experienced in Indian
affairs, who have gained honor to themselves for faithful public service-have given
you no reason to infer that they contemplate, under any circumstances, to do wrong
or injury to their own native State.
While your letter contains some suggestions valuable for their wisdom, which will no
doubt receive due attention and respect from the commission, I cannot think they will
derive any additional weight from your official position. For though the theater of
war is in the States of Oregon and Califomia, the commission will be the creature of
the Federal Government and derive all its legitimate powers therefrom. It cannot
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therefore obey instructions from the executive of either State that in any way militates
against or is inconsistent with those of the Federal Government.
Though many of the facts stated in your letter will be doubtless known to the commis~ion from other sources, and receive clue consideration, they lose none of their importance from repetition, and should his excellency Newton Booth, governor of California, see proper to enlighten ns with his views upon the Modoc difficulty, I hope that
what he says will be courteously received and have just such weight with the commission as its wisdom may merit.
Very respectfully, &c.,
JESSE APPLEGATE.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE COMMISSION,

Fairchild's, twenty-jive miles from Jlfodoc Camp.
SIR: I have the honor to report my arrival here on yesterday, 18th
instant. Found awaiting me, Ron. Jesse Applegate and Samuel Case,
of peace commission, also Gen. E. R. S. Canby, of military department.
Messrs. Applegate and Case having accepted their appointment, the
commission held an informal meeting at Linkville, on the 15th instant,
and organized with 0. C. Applegate, of Yainax Station, Klamath
agency, as secretary.
The commission have made arrangements for opening a talk with the
Modocs, by sending forward au Indian woman to notify the Modoc
chiefs of the readiness of commission to send a messenger to them to
arrange for a council.
There are two things that loom up now as prominent obstacles to an
early-accomplished peace. First, it is the unanimous opinion of military
commanders, also of citizm.~s~ that nothing short of unconditional surrender of the band who murdered the citizens of Lost RiYer, after the
first fight. This band numbers eight desperadoes. Now, it is believed,
for good reasons, that Captain Jack, the head chief of the Modocs, took
no part in that massacre, in fact deplored the bntchery, aiHl, if he dared
to, would surrender the murderers, but that this band of eigllt control
the Modoc8111! or at least that Captain Jack would lose his life if he
should entertain the proposition to surrender them. This i::; the worst
feature now before us in this incipient hour of our labors.
The second great embarrassment is what springs from the same cause,
and made into a formidable obstacle by the universal indorsements of
the people and of the gov-ernor of Oregon, L. F. Grover, in his protest
of which you were notified l>y telegraph, also by mail from Yreka.
While it is true that we are acting under Federal authority and
responsible to your Office for our action, it is nevertheless trne that the
voice of'' the people" has, and will continue to have, weight. This is now
manifest in the opinions expressed by Commissioners Applegate and
Case, who realize fully the great honor of their appointment and also
the responsibilities attaching thereto, but will, without doubt, stand up
fairly and squarely between Indians and whites. I think the selection
of these commissioners as good as could have been made, and I doubt
not we will act in harmony.
It is also gratifying to feel that General Canby is disposed to give
the benefit of his counsel freely and in the kindest manner, extending
the accommodations of his department to forward the great object for
which we labor-a peaceful and honorable adjustment of the troubles
now banging over this country. We are confident of the harmonious
co-operation of the Army.
No communication has been had with the Modoc camp for eight days,
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and it is not known whether they have intimation of the existence of
the commission.
The military department has established a line of couriers to Yreka.
and tendered its services t.o our commission.
·
Allow mP; to suggest that Superintendent Odeneal be notified that
Samuel Case is only on detached duty; 0. 0. Applegate, secretary of
the commission, is also on detached duty, he being commissary for
Yainax.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Modoc Peace Ommnission.
Hon. H. R. OLuM,
Acting Commissioner.

MILITAI~Y HEADQUARTERS,

Nea.r Prhett Lake, February 19, 1873.
SIR: Your lettor of the 5th instant, notifying me of my appointment
as one of a commission to treat with the hostile Modoc Indians, has
been received.
I accept the service. But as a successful discharge of the duty may
require some time, and I am to receive a per diem compensation for my
serviceH, I prefer to render them without pay.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JESSE APPLEGATE.
Hon. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

February HI, 1873.
Gen. En. R. S. CANBY,
Dorris Ranche, Gal., via Yreka:
Have just sent to :Meacham at Yreka the following telegram: Judge
A. M. Rosborough, of Yreka, is added to your commission.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, February 19, 1873.
SIR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by your reference
of to-day of a copy of a telegram, from General Canbs, suggf'sting the
appointment of Judge A. M. Rosborough as one of the commission to
visit the Modocs, and to inclose for your information copies of the telegrams which I have this day addressed to Ron. A. B. Meacham and
. General Canby, informing them of the addition of Judge Rosborough to
the commission.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF WAR.
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FAIRCHILD'S RANCH, CAL.,
February 21, 1873.
Hon. H. R. CLUM,
Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. 0.:
Commissioner furnished with instructions to Odeneal of April 12,
1872; not with those of July 6. Why this omission first messengered to
Modocs returned~ .Anxiety for peace manifested. Wilrarrange to morrow for meeting·. Results still uncertain. Rosborough appointment
good.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Modoc Peace Commission.
By courier to Yreka, Cal.
HEADQUARTERS PEACE CoMMISSION,
Fairchild's Ranch, February 21, 1872.
SIR: We respectfully report that our first messenger to Modocs sent
out yesterday returned this evening and brings this intelligence: That the
Modocs were expecting somebody to come and talk with them; that
they were tired of living in the rocks; tired of war; desired peace; were
glad to bear good words from Washington. Did not want to talk with
any one who had been in the war. Had no faith in small officers. Would
be willing to meet Case and Meacham outside the rocks; that we should
not be harmed; that they were not afraid, and did not want white men
who had come a long distance to be afraid. They remembered Ben.
Wright's treachery, but would come out and talk. No indications of
anything like terms of peace was made. We feel encouraged now that
negotiations are opened and Indiansjwilling for peace.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Modoc Peace Commission.
Hon. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian A.ffairs, Washington, D. G.
F .A.IRCHILD1s RANCH, CAL.,
February 22, 1873.
Ron. Col. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian Affa.irs, Washington, D. 0.:
Your telegram of 18th received. Commissioners will obey instructions;
send messengers to Modocs this morning; is unratified treaty between
ex-Superintendent Steele of Northern California and Modocs, June 1864,
on file~
A. B. MEACHAlVI,
Chairman Peace Commissions.
By courier to Yreka, Cal.

Universal peace union.
PHILADELPHIA, second month 22, 1873.
RESPECTED FR.IEND: I take sincere pleasure in transmitting to
you, and through you to the President, the high gratification of the
Peace Society for your masterly movement in reference to the Modoc
Indians. The timely and doubtless judicious appointmen~ of the com-
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missioners, and the clear and pacific instructions issued to them, meet
the wishes of the true friends of the Indian; and if the spirit which
actuated our Government in the appointment and inspired those strong
words of fair and equal justice will be patiently and faithfully carried
into the proposed council, we have no apprehension but the desired
object will be accomplished. We have very little to suggest, after reading
the instructions of the 5th instant to A. B. Meacham, chairman of the
special committee, and which I presented last evening to a public meeting of our citizens and asked for a vote as to the proposed course, and
received a unanimous affirmative; but we are somewhat startled by the
published dispatch in the morning papers that "the commissioners will
insist upon surrender and removal to a distant coast reservation;" and
then the warlike preparations scarcely look like the meaning of the
instructions, especially the concluding paragraphs, for there seems to
have been undue haste. Please understand we do not wish to dictate,
we only trust the dispatch is not true, and as Henry E. Alvord, in whom
we feel great confidence, has stated that both you and our President
would appreciate our hearty interest in this great work of your administration, and would properly understand the commendation that our
hearts are filled with, I have been free to present them, and am,
Very respectfully, your assured friend,
ALFRED H. LOVE.
COLUMBUS DELANO,

Secretary of Interior, Washington, D. 0.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE COMMISSION,

Fairchild's, Gal., February 23, 1873.
SIR: We have to report that our second messenger to the Modocs

has returned, and e-v-erything is progressing finely for a ""talk." Nothing of terms has been intimated.
.
Our last messenger reports the Modocs as being well supplied with
breech-loading arms, and an abundance of ammunition; he also reports
the number of Modoc warriors to be less than sixty, and they deny
having lost any men in the late battle of the lava-beds; anxious for
a full, long talk, and willing to receive the commission; also desire
Judge Rosborough and Judge Steel present. We have dispatched a
messenger for them. We will send another messenger to-morrow, and
will probably arrange for the council-talk for Thursday next. We are
hopeful for good results, but of course this is uncertain.
The appointment of Judge A. M. Rosborough gives general satisfaction.
Very respectfully,
A. B. MEACHAM.
Chairman Commission.
H. R. OLUM,
Acting Commissioner.

DEPARTMENT OF TI-lE INTERIOR,

Washington, February 24, 1873.
I inclose herewith a letter which I have to-day received
from Albert H. Love, Philadelphia, inclosing a newspaper dispatch in
reference to the commission recently sent to the Modoc country.
DEAR SIR:
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This letter was evidently intended for the perusal of the President,
as well as my own, and I therefore send it to you for that purpose. Please
return it after it has been presented to the President.
Very truly yours,
C. DELANO.
Gen. 0. E. BAncocrc,
Executi'oe 1lfansion.

HEADQUARTERS, FAIRCHILD's, CAL.,

February 25, 1873.
Hon. Co:MMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS:
We have the honor to report that we are progressing hopefully, and
will be able to report definitely very soon.
By misunderstanding mail short; not giving time to make further
report.
Very respectfully,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Commission.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE lN'l'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Febr~tary 25, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAL\I, Esq.,
Chairntan ]Jtodoc Conunission, Fairchild's Ranck, Cal. :
Copy unratified treaty of March, 1864, by mail.
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
Charge Indian A:ffairs.-H. R. CLUM, Acting Gormnissioner.

DEPARTMENT OF TilE 1N1'EtttoR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

February 25, 187 3.
A. B. 1\IEACHA:M, Esq.,
Special Com1nissioner, Fai1·child's Ranch, Gal., via Yreka:
Instructions to Odeneal, of July 6, not deemed necessary for commis·
sion. Follow instructions to commission appointed by Secretary, and
effect a peaceable settlement of difficulty if possible. Have shown
your telegram to the Secretary.

H. R.

CLUM,

Acting Commissioner.
Charge Indian Office.-H. R. CLU:\:t, Acting Commissioner.
H. Ex. 122-17
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DEP AR'l'MENT OF THE INTERIOR 1
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

February 25, 1873.
Referring to my telegram of this date 1 in answer to your dis·
patch of the 22d instant, I transmit to you herewith a copy of the unratified treaty of peace with the Modoc and other Indians, inclosed to
. this Office by late Superintendent Steele, with his letter of March 21
1864, a copy of which is also transmitted herewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SIR :

H. R. CL UlVI,
Acting Commissioner•

.A. B. MEAOHAM 1 Esq .,
Chairman llfodoc Commission, Fairchild's Ranch, Gal.
[Telegram

bs

the W estern U nion 'felegraph Company.
ruary 26, 1873.]

Dated Fairchild Ranch, Feb~

To Ron. C.

DELANO, Secretary of Interior, Washington:
Modocs positively reject every proposition as to terms and place of
meeting of council. Offers such as we cannot accept; their objection
to personnel if condition could be obviated.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman CommisBion.

FAIRCHILD'S RANCII 1 CALIFORNIA,

February 26, 1873.
S!R: While feeling duly sensible of the honor done me by being made

a member of the commission to bring to a close the war with the Modoc
In dianE:, and to \Yhicb end my services are cheerfully given, I think I am
not a fit person to investigate the causes leading to the war, if ·t hat investigation is to extend to the remote causes of the outbreak, and to the
official acts of those in the service of the Indian Department.
Though I have not myself held office in, or had any interest in, a con·
tract with the Indian Department at any time, and would endeavor to
do strict justice to all parties concerned, yet, as two of my nephews have
been em ploy eel in subordinate places on the Klamath reservation for the
last five years, and the press has charged them with having a personal
interest in securing the return of the rebel Modocs to the reservation,
(which was the immediate cause of the outbreak,) as their near relative,
I am not a proper person to sit in judgment upon their conduct, or be a
member of a tribunal charged to make investigations that might im·
pugn it.
I therefore request to be excused from serving as a member of the
commission longer than the conclm;;ion of the negotiation for peace with
the Modocs.
Your reply by telegraph is earnestly solicited.
VerJr respectfully,
JESSE APPLEGATE.

Hon. H. R.. Ct.UM,
Acting Cornrnissionm• Indian Affairs.
[ Inclorsemen t.]

Please write to Mr. Applegate, saying his resignation accepted to date
February 26, 1873, and that Meacham bas been notified thereof.

C. D.
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[Telegram.]

DEP AR1')1ENT OF THE INTERIOR,
February 27, 1873.
A. B. ME.A.CIIAM,
Fairchilrl's Ranch, California, via Yreka:
Telegram of 25th received. How can the objections to the personnel
of the commission be removed~
C. DELANO,
Secretary ojthe Interior.

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington~ March 1, 1873.
DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 22d ultimo, inclosing a printed slip in
relation to the Modoc Indian commission, reached me in due time, and
was sent by me to the President for his perusal.
·
I desire to express to you my thanks for the kindly sentiments conveyed in your letter, and to assure you that the feeling that promptH
them is duly appreciated by me.
Very truly ~·ours,
C. DELANO.
A. H. LovE, Esq.,
Philadelphia, Pet .

. [Western Union Telegraph Company.]

HEADQUARTERS PEACE COJ.\11\HSSION,
Fairchild's Ranch, Cal., J.l1arch 2, 1873.

0. DELANO,
Secretary Interior, Washington, D. C. :
l\fodoc objections to personnel of commission entirely removed, and
is satisfactory to them. We have proposed surrender as prisoners of
war, to be removed by General Can by to Angel Island, protected, fed,
and clothed, and a permanent home found in Arizona. They are favorably considering; we think will accept; will kno'\v definitely in a feW'
days. Commissioner Case asks to be relieved on account of official d uties at Alza.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Peace fJommissionors.

[Telegram.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
March 4, 1873.

A. B. MEACHAM,
Fairchild's Ranch, Cal:
If Modocs leave Pacific Coast, remove them to Indian Territory, not
Arizona. This is important. Discharge Case, if deP.rned advisable.
0. DELANO,
Becretary.
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HE.ADQU.ARTEI~S PEACE COMMISSION,

Fairch-ild's Ranch, Cal., Jfarch 3, 1873.
SIR: Negotiations necessarily progress slowly, but very hopefully, a
great amount of time being consumed in negotiating for a meeting;
Modocs in small numbers return without messenger.
On 28th ultimo sent Judge Steele and John Fairchild with the proposition to surrender as prisoners of war to General Can by ; to be temporarily removed to Angel Island, protected, fed, and clothed; a new
home in some warmer country, perhaps Arizona.
Tbe intimations and expressions from the Modocs indicate prospects
of an early peace and on honorable terms. This proposition seems to
meet with favor from all parties in the Modoc country, except a few
persons whose friends were killed immediately after the battle, November 29. It is not known whether Governor Grover and tbe grand jury
of Jackson County will make a demand for the Indians indicted.
But we are acting with the belief that as prisoners of war the Modoc~
will not be surrendered. Commissioner Applegate has sent a letter of
resignation, to take effect as soon as peace is proclaimed. His reasons
are set forth in the communication.
Commissioner Case writes by telegraph on account of official duties.
Both requests are reasonable. The matter of inquiry into ''cause of
war" is a very embarrassing one to your commissioners, owing to facts
set forth in Commissioner Applegate's letter. Also by reason of Modoc
statements to our me:ssenger in regard to their treatment on Klamath
Teservation during Commissioner Meacham's administration as superintendent of Indian affairs.
Although they do not set forth any charges against ex-Superintendent l\ieacham, they and their friends do charge Subagent Knapp and
Klamath Indians with failure to observe and maintain terms agreed on
between superintendent, subt:tgent, and Klamaths on the first part, and
Modocs on the second part. These failures may be found recited l>y exSuperintendent Meacham in special and annual reports, 1870-'71.
The commission, howm'er, are determined that so far as investigation
proceeds that both sides of the causes that led to the war ought to and
shall be beard. And, if thought necessary by the Department, each
member will withdraw, and ask tllat some one entirely disconnected and
uncommitted be appointed to take testimon.v in the case. The commission, however, is of the opinion that the main facts in the case may be
set forth, and a statement filed with Department, that will enable it to
arrive at a just conclusion.
At present we are ·bending eYery nerve to accomplish peace on fair
and honorali>le terms, and any investigation as to "cause of war" would
embarrass and possibly frustrate and defeat the main object. But iu
eitlwr event, peace er renewal of war, a fair, just, and impartial statement as is possible with our limited powers to compel attendance and
obtain evidence on both sides will be made, without fear of the terrible
storm of opposition to peace in Oregon, or to the hope of approval by
the special friends of thle Modocs on this side (California) of the line.
We have sufficient reasons for believing that within a few days more
we will be able to report to you an honorable and permanent peace, and
yet we are aware that a slight blunder would defeat the whole mission.
Very respectfully,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Commission.
Ron. H. R. CLUl\I,
Commissioner Indian Affairs.
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[Western Union Telegraph Company.]
HEADQUARTERS PEACE Cmvr::_\nssroN,

Fairchild's, .March 4, 1873.
COLUMBUS DELANO,

Secreta'ry lnt6rior, Washington, D. C.:
Modocs emphatically reject all offers and propositions. They propose to meet, in full force, Meacham and _r\.pplegate with six men, unarmed, in hH·a-beds.
This undoubtedly means treachery. We are still willing to meet them
in conference, but not upon their terms. They have an accession of
twenty-four warriors, not :J\1odocs, without doubt. We will send message
of protection to all who come out. The mission is a failure. Instruct
immediately; time is of most importance; courier awaits.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chwnuer Commission.
[Telegram.]
DEPAR'l'MENT OF TilE INTERIOR,

iiiarch 4, 1872.

A. B.

MEACHAM,

Fairchild's Ranch, Cal.:
If Modocs lea-ve Pacific coast, remove them to Indian Territory, not
Arizona. This is important. Discharge Case if deemed ad·dsable.
C. DELANO,

Secretary.
DEP ARTJ\-IENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, March 5, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM,

Fairchild's Ranch, via Yreka, Cttl.-:
I do not believe :J\fodocs mean treachery. The mission should not be
a failure. Think I understaad now their unwillingness to confide in
vou.
· Continue negotiations. \Viii consult President, War Department.
Confer with General Canby to-morrow.
C. DELANO,

Secretary.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Jlarch 5, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
copy of a letter without date, received from A. B. Meacham, esq., chairman of the special commission appointed to negotiate peace with the
Modoc Indians, reporting the difficulties in the way of an easy and satisfactory adjustment of the troubles existing between the Indians and
the United States.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Anting Commissione'r,
Ron. SECRETARY OF TilE INTERIOR.
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[Telegram.]

FAIRCHILD'S RANCH, March 5, 1873.
Gen. W. T. SHERn:IAN, Wa,shington, D. 0. :
The report from the Modocs just received indicates treachery and a
renewal of hostilities. This is the opinion of Mr. Steele, who was sent
for at the request of the Modocs as their friend and adviser, and probbably better acquainted with them than any other person, and has just
returned from their camp.
·
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General Comrnanding.

Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Secretary of War.
W. T. SHERMA~,
General.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

March 5, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Fairchild's Ranch, via Yreka, Cal.:
I do not believe the Modocs mean treachery. The mission should not
be a failure. Think I understand now their unwillingness to confide in
you. Continue negotiations.
Will consult President and have War Department confer with General Canby to-morrow.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

DEP ARTMEN1' OF THE IN'l'ERIOR,

·
1Vashington, March 6, 1873.
Hon. WILLIAM W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War :
SIR: I haye the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
copy of a telegram, dated the 4th instant, from A. B. Meacham, esq., in
,relation to the progress which is being made by the commission recently
sent out by this Department to negotiate with the :Modoc Indians, together with a copy of the Secretary's dispatch, dated yesterday, in reply
thereto.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
B. R. COWEN,
Acting Secretary.

STATE OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Salem, March 6, 1873.
SIR: I herewith inclose, for your information, a copy of a communication transmitted by me to the commission appointed by the General
Government to conclude peace with the Modoc Indians, which, by the
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fljll.nd of my private secretary, was delivered to said commission on the
day of their organization, at Linkville, Jackson County, Oreg., on the
Hith day of February, 1873.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. F. GROVER,
GO'i)ernor of Oregon.
The OonnfiSSIONER ·OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. 0.
linclosure.]
STATE OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Salem, Februw·y 10, 1R73.
As the State of Orflgon 'is deeply interested in the results of the pending
Indian peace eommission, I desire to express to you a few suggestions he&ring upon the
:subject about to engage attention.
From official reports made to me, and from other reliable information, it appears conclusively established that the massacre of eighteen citizens of Oregon, on the 29th a.n1l
30th of Novemb-er last, was committed without provocation, and without notice, cntting and shooting men down in cold blood at their homes and in their fielrls, one by
one as they were found by Indians, who had not been attacked lJy the soldier.v, nor
otherwise molested, and who could speak our language and were personally acqnainte(l
with their victims. The homes and farms of the slaughtered settlers were upon
lands to which the Indian title had long since been extingnishecl by treaty. These
acts I hold to be deliberate and willful murder. 0\rer such offenses I conceive the civil
authorities of the State constitute the only competent and final tribunal. I desire
therefore to protest, on behalf of the State of Oregon, against any action of the commission which shall purport to condone the crimes of the Modocs or compound their
felonies.
The people of Oregon desire that the murderers shall be given up and be delivered
over to the civil authorities for trial and punishment.
As to the land ou Lost River, which some have suggested should b e snrrenrler ed to
the Modocs as a peace offering, allow me to say that tllese lauds lie wholly within the
State of Oregon, and within the jurisdiction of the superintendent of Indian affairs for
Oregon; that the Indian title to these lands was extinguished bv treaty fairly matle
through the Oregonsnperintendencybetween theMJdocs and the General Government,
on the 14th day of October, 1864. They have been surve,yed under the direction of the
surveyor-general of Oregon, ancl the surveys were long since approved by the General
Land-Office. 'rhese lands have been extensively taken and are now occupied by bona
fide settlers under the homestead and pre-emption laws of the U)litecl States. The commission will therefore have no more power to declare a. reservation on Lost River,
including these settlements, to make the same a basis of peace with these Indians, than
they have to provide for their establishment upon any other settled portion ofthis
State.
For the interests of Southern Oregon and for the future peace of our southern frontier, I will express the hope and confidence that the project of a reservation on Lost
River will not be entertained by the commission: and that the Modocs will either consent to return to their own reservation or to be assigned to bounds beyond the settlements.
With great respect, I am, your obedient servant,
L. F. GROVER,
Governo1· of Oregon.
To the COMMISSIONERS appointed to conclude
peace with the Modoc Inclians.
GENTLEMEN:

[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS PEACE COMMISSION,

Fa.i 'rchild's Ranch, Jlfarch 7, 1873.
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner· Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.:
The Modocs have reconsidered, and, by their message, have accepted
terms offered by the commission on 3d instant, to surrender to General
Canby as prisoners of war, to be fed, protectetl, and clothed, aml re-
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moYed to a distant country. They ask that a delegation be allowed, in
connection with Government officials, to look out new homes ; meanwhile, the remainder subject to General Canby. Commission send message of acceptance of terms of surrender, and propose General Canby
to complete the details. Commissioner Case excused. Captain Jack's
sister came as messenger from him yesterday, and returned to-da.r, with
the understanding that the Modocs would come in to-morrow. \Ve
will have a permanent peace if no treachery intervenes. If all right,
shall commission confirm the terms above ?
.A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Commiss,ion.

[Telegram.]

COMMISSION,
Ranch, March 8, 1873.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE
Fairchild~s

H.

R.CLUM,

Commissioner IncUan Affairs, Washington, D. C. :
Modocs have named Monday to meet our wagon near the lava-beds.
They remain to-morrow to bury dead. We believe now that peace will
. be permanent. Shall any of commissioners remain after surrender of
Modocs to General Can by~ Instruct. Is it your desire that hereafter
that management of 1\iodocs be left entirely with the military department~

.A. B. MEACHAM,
Cha,irman Commission.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE Co:iY[MISSION,

Fairchild's Ranch, Cal., ~JJ1arch 8, 1873.
SIR: Since our last report by letter, Judge Steele and Interpreter
Hiddle have returned from the Modoc camp with the reply of the Modocs to the effect that they would not accept the proposition repeated
i n several telegrams, but that they would meet Commissioners Applegate and Meacham only with six men unarmed ; they to be in full force;
the meeting to transpire in the lava-beds. It was then and still is
the opinion of the commission, General Canby concurring, that treachery was intended.
It is believed that the change in tone of Modocs was owing in part or
wholl~y to the interference of certain white men; one especially, named
Charles Blair, a man of disreputable character, and violently opposed
to peace commission. Said Blair is a resident of Linkville, Oreg. It
is capable of proof that by Indian testimony that he visited the Modocs
who came from Modoc Camp, and endeavored to make them believe that
the object of the peace commission was to get possession of the Indians
indicted for murder by Jackson County grand jury, and have them
hanged. Whether this produced the effect stated in telegram of 5th
instant or not, it is quite certain a great change bad come over the Modoc camp when Judge Steele returned with the proposition mentioned
above about meeting Applegate and meeting. This proposition was rejected for reasons mentioned in telegram, "treachery," and messenger
sent back with message that if Modocs desired peace they must come
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to us. :Modoc chiefreplied by sending in his sister :Mary with proposal
to surrender according to terms offered by Steele and Fairchild's on the
1st instant. We returned :Mary with the reply that we would accept
the surrender, and that General Canby would arrange details. General
Can by then informed Mary that Captain Jack and as many of his people as were able to come would be expected this evening. The motive
to transfer to General Ua,nby the management of details was made by
Hon. Commissioner Roseborough, and supported by Commissioners Applegate and Case. The majority of the commission are of the opinioa
that the duties of the commission cease after the surrender of Jack. It
is the opinion of the chairman of the commission that we will have to
continue in session until our labors are confirmed by Commissioner of
Indian Affairs and Secretary of the Interior. The commission find much
embarrassment in trying to ascertain the causes of the war, for waut of
commissioned authority to take testimony and send for persons and papers. We will, however, ask instructions by telegraph on this subject.
vVe are hopeful of permanent peace; :Monday being appointed by Jack
to meet our wagons, anu surrender themselve~.
I have the honor, very respectfully to remain, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAl\1,
Chairman Commission.
Hon. II. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE CO:i\IMISSH IN,

Fairchild's Ranch, Cal., 1lla-rch 9, 1873.
SIR: The commission appointed to examine into the causes and bring
to a conclusion the Modoc war, having concluded its labors, submit the
following as ·its final report, to wit:
1st. The cause leading to war was the dissatisfaction of Captain Jack's
band of Modocs with the provisions and execution of the treaty of October 14; 1864, and refusal to abide thereby. To what extent wrongs
justified resistance, the commission, having no power judieially to inYestigate, cannot say.
2d. The immediate cause of hostilities was resistance by the. Indians
to military coercion.
3d. Unconditional surrender of the Indians and the trial and punishment of the guilty by the civil authorities would haYe been more satisfactory to the whites and a better example to the Inuians than more
lenient conditions.
4th. Terms of surrender were offered the Indians to ~ave the further
effusion of blood and secure a permanent peace by the removal of the
whole tribe out of the country, a result scarcely to be hoped for by continueu hostilities.
5th. The terms agreed to by the commission were suggested and must
be carried into effect by the military. A commission to negotiate a peace
was therefore unnecessary.
6th. A commission to inquire into the causes of the war should be composed of men wholly disinterested in the findings of the commission,
directly or indirectly, anu clothed with full power to investigate.
7th. Some of the personnel of this commission being obnoxious to the
Indians, it was a hinderance to negotiations. Having no power to admister oaths nor send for persons anu papers, and the official acts of the
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chairman to be reviewed, its findings must have been imperfect and
unsatisfactory in regard to the causes of the war. We therefore consider the commission an expensive blun_der.
JESSE APPLEG..:\.TE.
Hon. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE COMMISSIONERS,

Fairchild, March 11.
H.

R.

CLUM,

Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C. :
No Modocs appeared at appointed time and place; they first favorably considered terms offered by commission as telegraphed to you, then
positively rejected next day; reconsidered and accepted; named Mouday
to come ; failed to come in; every honorable means to secure peace has
been exhausted. Modocs break every promise; have talked to our messengers, "Stop fighting, withdraw soldiers, and let us alone on Lost
River." Commission have not entertained that proposition, because
permanent peace will be impossible. \Ve protest against any such terms;
neither friends or enemy of M·odoc would consent for them to remain.
Commission will endeavor to re-open communication with Modocs. :Messenger unwilling to return to their camp. Meacham desires to visit
Salem before reporting to you at Washington. Commission can't agree
on cause of war; each member will make individual report on cause.
Await orders.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Comntission.
By courier to Yreka, Cal.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

W asking ton, D. C., .1.l1arch 11, 1873.
B. MEACIT.A.M,
Chairman Peace Commission, Fairchild's Ranch, Cal. :
Modocs having surrendered, the commission will proceed to discharge
its remaining duties; namely, select a suitable reservation upon which
to place the Modocs, and to which they are wil1ing to go. Meantime
they must be fed, protected, clothed, and cared for, and in all respects
treated in good faith, and kindly. Superintendent Odeneal is added to
your commission. You will so notify him, and show him instructions.
Confer also freely with General Canby, and advise the Department of
progress.
C. DET.~ANO.
Secretary of the Interior.
A.

MODOC
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[By telegraph.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. 0., March 11, 1S73.
Superintendent T. B. ODENEAL, Salem, Oreg. :
·
You have been added to the commission appointed to negotiate peace
and provide a reservation for the Modocs. l\1:eacham llas been directed
to communicate with you and show you instructions. The commission
will provi<le suitable reservation to the Modocs, to which they are willing to go, as soon as possible, and meantime see that they are properly
cared for, kindly treated, and the faith of the Government, in all :respects,
maintained. Communicate freely with the Department or Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interiot·.
[Telegram.]

SALEM, OREG., 3-12, 1873.
Ron. C. DELANo, Secretary of the Interior,
·
Washington, D. G. :
Would be pleased to aid in carrying out any polic,y you may adopt
towards 1\fodocs, but a.sk to be excused from serving on peace commission, for the following reasons: Commissioner, in letter of February
7, directed me to make terms with Willoma Indians. Having a sick
child which died last Sunday, I could not go at once. To avoid trouble
I sent messenger to noti(y Indians I would visit them between 15th and
22d instant; am now ready to go. Failure on my part could not be
satisfactorily explained. Letters and petit,i ons to governor calling for
assistance indicate pendency of serious trouble. Utmost vigilance demanded toward these and Snake Indians. I fear consequence of allowing Snake Indians to roam. Is it not possible to use funds appropriate<l
for Mallleurs to collect them and commence building agency at once I)?
If not done now, they cannot possibly be collected before winter. If
properly aided, I feel confident of preserving peace. The emergency
will, I trust~ justify this long statement. Agent Dyer could serve as
commissioner with less expense and as satisfactorily as I could. Will
I be excused ?
T. B. ODENEAL,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

[By telegraph.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Wcu;hington, D. 0., March 13, 1873.
A. B. MEACHAM,
Fa-irchild's Ranch, Gal. :
Your telegram of .t he 11th received. Hereafter please submit your
telegrams before they are sent to General Canby for his approval, and
in all your. official proceedings be governed by his advice, until you
shall have been further advised by the Department or the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STA':L'ES,
Washington, D. C., JJiarch 13, 1873.
[Telegram received from Fairchild's, Cal., March 11, 1873.]

Gen. "'~. T. SHER:l\>IAN, 1Vashington, D. C.:
The Modocs failed yesterday at time and place appointed by themselves. Some ruovements of troops will be necessary in order to keep
them under closer observation, but nothing more, until authorized by
you. I do not regard this last action of the lVIodocs as decisive, and
spare no efforts to bring about the desired results.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Secretary
of vVar.
W. T. SHEHMAN,
General.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, March 13, 1873.
DEAR SIR: I beg to thank you for your reference to me, of to-day, of
a copy of General Canby's telegram of the 11th instant, in regard to the
Modoc war, and I wish through you to express my thanks to him. The
telegram is so judicious, and so different from one which I have just received from Mr. Meacham, a copy of which I send you, that I cannot
omit this expression of my sentiments. I still hope the wisdom and discretion of General Canby will prevent the further effusion of blood, and
bring this unhappy controversy to a peaceable solution.
Very truly, yours,
C. DELANO.
The Ron. SE<JRETARY OF WAR.

HEADQUARTERS PEACE COlVIMISSION,
Fairchild's, March 13, 1873.

H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.:
No cllange in Modocs. Applegate left. Roseborough will return if
ueeessary. I will await events tiU relieved, and leave nothing undone
to secure success.
B. MEACHAM,
Chairman Commission.

[Telegram.]

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., ]la.rch 13, 1873.
T. B. ODENEAL,
Superintendent, &c., Salem, Oreg.:
You are excused from serving on peace commission; Subagent Dyer
appointed in your place. Advise him accordingly, and give him same
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instructions aR given yon. Make preliminary arrangements for erection
of agency buildings on Malheur, and collect Indian.~ as fast as possible.
Accounts for supplies, &c., must be dated after 1st July next, as money
caunot be drawu before then, and for next :fiscal year.
C. DELANO,

Secretary.
DEP .ART~IENT OF IN1'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF IND I .AN AFF.AIRS,

lliarrch 13, 1873.
T. B. ODI~NJ:<:AL; Supt., &c., Salem, Oreg:
Yon are excused from serdng on peace commission. Indian Agent
Dyer appointed in your place; ad vise him accordingly, anu give him
same instructions as gi\'en you; make preliminary arrangements for
erection of agency buildings in Malheur, and collect Indians as fast as
possible. Accounts for supplies, &c., must be dated after 1st July next,
as money cannot be drawn before then.
C. DELA~O,
SecTetarry.

FAIRCHILD'S RANCH, CAL.,

JJfarch 13, 1873.
SIR: No change in the aspect of 1\Iodoc matters since telegram of
lOth instant. It seems to be impossible to bold them to an agreement.
No lwnorable means have been left untried to bring the mission to
successful istme. We have sent at ·great expense for the friends they
have desired, and they refuse to abide by the terms made by them for
the commission. A.ll of the commission have left with the understanding that thA.Y were to return if necessar,y. Unless otherwise ordered,
I shall conRult with General Canby, should it be necessary to avoid further bloodshed. It is possible that a ''demonstration 77 may bring Modocs to a realizing sense of the situation~
Inclosed find speech of Modocs, since which time be has changed his
mind; also copy of the speech of Jack's sister, on which we founded
our hope of success-the one from which he receded, and which he refused to comply with.
Nothing bas been heard from the l\Iodocs for three days.
I remain, very respectfnlly, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Oha-innan Commission.
H. R. CLU~f,
Acting Oornmsssionet lnd·ian A:tfairs, Wa8hington, D. G.

[Inclosure.]

F.mwmLD's RANcn, CAL., Mm·ch 6, 1873.
MPssage bronght by Mary (Captain Jack's sister) from the Modocs.
Schonchin John said: I have heard the talk they have sent. I don't want to fight
any more. I don't want to shoot any more soldiers, and I don't want any soldiers to
shoot my people. I have but a few men, and I don't want to fight with more n~on
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than I have got. I drdn:t think the peace commission woulcl get mad so quickly, or
the soldiers. The talk looks as if they were mad. I want to live in peace. I don't
want to go anywhere to :fight. I want to live in my own honse, and I want to live in
peace. I want to know what officer got mad so quickly. There are only two headmen of us, a.n d we didn't get mad; we wanted to live in peace. Do they want to come
and shoot us again V I dou't want to shoot any oue, a,ncl I don't want any one to shoot
my men. I have thrown away my country, and now I want to go and hunt another.
I thought they were to come, and take me away at once. I wanted time to take my
people; some of them are sick; wouldn't be able to go away at once; and I don't
want them to go to killing them again. I have got all my people to say yes, that
they are willing to go, and not talk bad any more. I don't want this country any
more. I want a warmer country. I explained this to my children, and they all say
3'es, and sanction it. I want to remain :1 little while. Some of my people are sick
and can't go, and then tho military can go with them.
Here ended Schonchin's talk. Mary then explaiued that Captain Jack was very sad,
and was cr.ving all the time.
Captain Jack said: I am very sad. I want peace quick, or else let the soldiers come
and ID<1ke baste and fight. I want to stay here a little while, so that my people can
get ready to go. I say yes to going to a warmer country ; and this is the first time I
have said yes. I don't want my people shot. I don't want my men to go with guns
any more. I have quit forever. I have buried the past, and don't want to be made
for the past. I have heard they wanted to shoot me; that would be like shooting an
old woman. I want to ta,lk good words only. I don't want to shoot or be shot. I
rlon't wa,nt any one to get mall as quick as they did before. I want to live in peace.
I want to go and see my people on the reservation. My mind is made up to say" yes."
I have a good heart, and want no mistake made this time, to live with good heart and
talk truth. I have no paper men, and can't write 011 the papers. The papers called me
bad and liecl about me. If they don't lie to me I won't lie to them. I want to give
uo shooting. I never have bee11 out since I came on here. If they had come I would
have shot them. I never have seen any white men except those who come here. I
want Fairchild and Riddle and any one else willing to come out. I want to see my
people at Yainax. I have thrown away country, and unless I go I never expect to see
my people again, and then I want to go to town, and t.hen I will go away and never
expect t.o return. I want to see what they have to say. My mind is made np, and I
have but little else to say. They have got my heart now, and they must look after it
and do right. I am nearly well and have a good hea,rt now. !expect ~Ir. Meacham
is very sick and couldn't come. I am nearly well; but I am afraid on account of the
soldiers on tht1 road. There are so many soldiers around. There a,re soldiers on Lost
River, on Clear Lake, and Bernard's soldiers. vVouMn't they be afraid if they \vere iu
the same situation? I want to see their head-men who never have been here. I have
heard of so many soldiers coming I was afraid. \Vhfln they visited me they laid down
and slept and were not pestered. I had a bad heart when Mr. Steele left here yesterrll1y morning, to think that he would not come back or believe me. If I know tile new
country I would go out when he came in. I want to visit my people, then the new
country, and want the peace commission to go with me and show jt to me. I wish to
live like the whites. Let everything be wiped out, washed out, and let there be
no more blood. I have got a bad heart about those murderers. I have got but a.
few men and I don't see how I can give them up. vVill they give up their people
who murdered my people while they were asleepf I never asked for the people
who murdered my people. I only talked that way. I can see llow I could give up
my horse to be hanged; bnt I can't see how I could give up my men to be hanged.
I could give up my horse to be hanged, and wouldn't cry about it; but if I gave up my
men I would have to cry about it. I want them all to have good hearts now. I have
thrown away everything. There must be no more bad talk. I will not. I ba\'O
spoken forever. I want soldiers all to go home. I have given up now and want no
more fuss. I ha,ve said yes, and thrown away my country. I want soldiers to go
away, so I will not be afraid. vVhen I go to Yainax I don't want to come b:wk hl:lre;
"but want to go to town and then to the new country. I wanted to go to a new country and not come back any more to see my people; that is why I wanted to go to
Yainax. I want to see bow many of my relations would go with me. I feel bad for
my people in the lava-beds. I would cry if I didn't see my people at Yainax. I don't
know the new country, and they wouldn't know where they were. I know no country
but Shasta and Pitt River. But I sa.y yes, and consent to everything and go away. I
don't want to live here any more, because I can't live here any more in peace. I wish
to go to southern country and live in peace. I want my people to stay here till I and
some of my head-men go and look at new country. I wantJRiddle and some others to
go with me. I want clothing and food for my men. I want it given them here. I
don't want them to think I am deceiving them. I want my people to be taken care of
while I am looking for new country. I want. to know where they can stay and eat at
while I am gone. I want to stop with Fairchild. I want to know if they got at me
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so quick because I cou1dn't believe them at once. I couldn't come; I had but tw·o
horses, and the Klamath" took my good one. I have no Raddle, and my horses have
been ridden so much they are not :fit tori de. I am a chief; am prond; am ashamed to
ride a poor horse. I understand their talk now. It seems now that I bad been with
them and talked with tberu and seen them. I talk with my mouth. They have paper
men to write down what I say. I want Fairchild to come to-morrow to see me.
Mar.v bas brought back good news. I want to see them as bad as they want to see
me. I don't want Fairchild to be afraid to come out '"ith Ma,r~'· I want and hope
Mary will come back with message and say yes, just as I have sai~.

JACKSONVILLE, 1lfarch J 6, 1873.
DEAR SIR: The appointment of those eomrnissioners has caused a
delay that will result very disastrous to the settlers in the Klamath
basin. News just from the front confirms our fears that Jack 'vas talking peace only to delay till spring, when they will divide up iu small
bands, a,ud desolate our country. TheJr are driving· large bands of our
cattle and sheep in the lava-beds, and butchering them to feed the murderers of our friends.
J. DANY.
Bon. Secretary DELANO,
Secretary of Inter-im·.
Please read the clippings.

THE PEACE COM1IISSION.
\Vbat has it cost the Government f "What has it accomplished 1 Have its results
been beneficial to the Government or to th e people interested? For weeks and months
the Army has been waiting, on what? On any good that might poRsiul;r r esult from such
a chimerical scheme of conqnering peace by the force of supplications alone? No. As
dishonorable and worthless as such a. peace would be, it still per 8e has only the taint of
mental weakness to render it loathsome. But rather, has not the Army as well as the
people been compelled to impatiently wait for a few self-appoitlted individuals to experiment at the cost of the Government, at the expense of time, and at the sacrifice of
rights properly belonging to the State, for their own personal notoriety? Has not this
1lelay and expense of time and treasure beeu to gratify the persona,! ambition of a few
individmtls '? The people knowiug the facts, without it should be a few corrupt men
that have neither principle nor honor, have been radically opposed to any compromise
short of unconditional surrcuder on the part of the Indians. The military have been
ever ready to accept such terms, and hence the furce of a peace commission. The result
of the services rendered the country so far hy the commission is as follows: the Indians
instead of being dictated to, have dictated everything themselves, and by the wily
assistauce of their attorney, Steele, they have succeeded by artful lies in deceiving the
commi ·sioners and the military, and have thus secured time for preparation and re-enforcem ent. The Indians have been allowed to come and go at leisnre. The settlers
Lave been terrified, and have abandoned their farms without planting; and by this
delay in action but little if any grain will be raised in the Klamath basin the coming
season. The cost of this most wretched farce, that was conceived in sin an1l iniquity,
h:r a few Indian sympathizers, is no longer reckoned by thousands, or te11s of thousands,
but by hundreds of thousands. How loug will the people suffer such indignities¥ Is
there no rerlress'
For weeks we have been listening to the silly twaddle of the Janus-faced Steele
with his murderous clients, and have beard his most wicked lies about them being
sick, and unable to come to time as agreed upon. Any one with a particle of sense
must know t.bat all t,hese stories about Jack being sick have been told by his attorney
to deceive the commissioners and get more time for prepara.tion. The latest dispatches
substantiate this conclusion beyond a doubt. The people are becoming aronsecl and
wiil not submit to such outrages any longer, ancl are determined to hold these hypocritical Inti ian worshipers to a strict accountability for their past conduct in this matter. Jndgr. Odeneal has alreacly fonnd letters implicating Steele and others in heiug
iu complicity with these mnrderons savages, and promises the people that be will follow their villainous tracks, until they are brought to just punishment, which they most
richly deserve.
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CAPTAIN JACK'S COMMISSION.

YREKA, Mm·ch 11.-Frank Merritt, who arrived last night from Fairchild's camp,
says tha,t Captain Jack was to be in last Friday to treat with General Cauby, but, instea<l of his coming, Boston and Limpy came with the report that Captain Jack's principal men were out bunting deer. As soon as they came in he would meet the general.
He appointed Monday afternoon at 2 o'clock for meeting, at a point of rocks near Tnle
Lake, where b e would have his squaws and children. He wanted only the general,
Applegate, and the commissioners to come, without any soldiers, and to bring three
wagons. The general will send up three wagons and a few men as agreed, bnt he will
take good care to have soldiers within hailing distance, as all the white men, even
Steele and Riddle, are afraid of treachery, or believe that they will not surrender.
'Vhen Bogus Charley was at Fairchilcl's ranch, be boasted that be was good for
twenty s oldiers, and that the Modocs could divirle up into small parties of twos and
threes to commit raids on settlers, and the soldiers could not catch them. Charley .
even stole a can of powder while at Fairchild's, and on the way back to the lava-beds
fuund a lot of cartridges for needle-gnus, that had been dropped on the ground by
soldiers, near the military camps. The Indians undonutedly have plenty of arms an<l
ammunition, and unless tlley surrender on Monday, which we doubt very much, it will
appear that they are t,reacheronsly playing some points to gain advantage.
THE STOCK-RAISERS' GROWL.
The stock-raisers in the Modoc section complain of loosing a large number of their
cattle and sheep. The Indians are killing all they need, and so are the Oregon teamsters, who work by the day, and board themselves. Besides these, some of the soldiers
also kill cattle and sheep, thinking no doubt that they taste better than Army rations
alone.
The regular courier should have arrived here this aftornoon, but up to 8 o'clock he
hau not appeared.

THE COURTESIES 01!' AN INDIAN WAH..
Lieutenant Boutelle, with two non-commissioned officers, en route for Redding to
bring up some r ecruits for the first cavalry, arrived this afternoon. From him we
learn that E. Steele started for Dorris's ranch yesterda,y morning, taking four wagons
and teams, only one teamster accompanying him. Steele had been out to see some of
the Indians beforehand, and felt confident they would come to the point of rocks, and
there be taken inJthe wagons to a place across the creek, oppositeD t>rris's house. Tents
have been put and made comfortable, with an abundance of hay, fire-wood, and food,
and various articles ha\'e also been provided for the convenience of the Modocs. Then~
was still considerable doubt felt by some about Jack's coming out.
LATER.-JESSE APPLEGATE DISGUSTEDD.-HE RESIGNS.
YREKA, March 11, 9 p. m.-David Horn has just arrived from Fairchild's, having left
there this morning. He brings the following: Yesterday be went with Steel to the
appointed place, at the point of rocks, on Little Klamath Lake, ten miles from Jack's
camp, for the purpose of bringing Jack aud party to headquarters. After waiting four
hours, they saw no signs of Indians, and returned. A force of cavalry would reconnoitre the lava-beds to-day and to-morrow, to see what had become of the Modocs.
Applegate bas resigned his position as peace commissioner, and has gone off disgusted.
Rosborough and Steele will be iu shortly. The whole thing has probably been turned
over to General Can by by this time. Some think that Captain Jack has been maneuvering to gain time to get away from where he is, into a country east of him, where
for a hundred miles no cavalry force could follow. As soon as he gets to the Pitt
River country he will find plenty of horses.
·

[Telegram.]

V .A.N BoERNER's, CAL., March 17,1873.
Gen. W. T. SHERMAN,
lVashington, D. G. :
Telegrams of the 14th received. There is nothing new in the situation of the Modocs. 1'roops are being moved into positions that
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will make it difficult for them to secure egress for rai<ling purpoRes, and
in making these movements the commanders are iustrueted not to come
in contact with these Indians. I ha,-e by this not only to secure the
settlPrs bnt to impress the Indians with the folly of resistance, and by
abstaining from :firing upon or capturing any of their people, to impress
a greater degree of confluence in us than they have. I propose to open
cpmmunication with them again in the course of two or three days, and
haYe come to this place in order to prevent interference with them by
persons interested in misleading them and ke~ping up their fears and
distrust.
I have no doubt they would consent at once to go to Yainax, bnt that
would not insure u~ a permanent peace, and it would have a bad effect
on neighllOring tribes; and with a little patience I believe that a better
arrangement can be effected.
E. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier-General Omnmanding.

[By telegraph.]

DEP .ART:J.IENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. 0., llfarch 18, 1873.
A. B. MEA.Cll.AM,
Fairchild's Ranch, Gal.:
Your telegram 13th received. Jesse Applegate discharged from commission at his request, to date February 26. Rev. E. Thomas, of Petaluma, appointed in Applegate's place. Inform General Canby, and
call commission together when deemed necessary by you and him.
U. DELANO,
Sec'retary.
SEN.ATE On.AMBER, Washington, JJlarch 18, 1873.
DEAR SIR: I have a dispatch from Rev. E. Thomas, of Petaluma,
Cal., saying that he will accept an appointment on the .Modoc Indian
commission if he is appointed. You cannot get a better man.
Respectfully,
A. A. SARGENT.
Hon. 0. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

Letter refe-;-red by Presiclent to Secreta'i·y of the Interior JJ.larch 19, 1873.

To his excellency President GRANT:
I beg you to hear one word for the forty or sixty men who stand on
their defense in the lava-beds. There must be some deep sense of
right, to sustain forty to sixty men, poor and naked, in a stand against
the millions which they know make up C'Ur nation. Our Army is to be
employed. Why against the forty to sixty ~ \Vhy not against Oregonians~ Why against either~ If true, what Steele is reported saying, "The President knows the Modocs are not to blame in this matter;"
H. Ex. 122-18
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then, why should not the Army be turned ag·ainst the Oregonians~
Steele says, you think misunderstanding is the cause of tlle difficulty.
Then why employ the Army against either. You have discovered the
truth; misunderstanding on one side, and covetousness, greed, aud fraud
on the other? Why must one thousand rifles in cold blood range themselYes, urged on by greed and coYetousness, against forty to sixty who
are not t;o blame in this matter~ Destiny~ Uan you not stand guard be;
tween the two~ Can you not leave the Modocs at rest~ Give them
long long time. Throw upon Oregon alone the responsi~ility of this grave
injustice "? Is there no way but that our Army men must in their breasts
receiYe the bullets which are shot because of the greed and covetousness of the Oregonians.
It is not to provoke a correspondence or elicit a reply that I write.
I know ;yonr goodness and worth, all the nation knows it. I write in
the hopes you will see sotne way to stop things where they are.
BHONSON MURRA_Y,
238 West Fifty-second street, Neu: York.
MARCH, 1873.

[The W estern Union Telegraph Company.]
PETALUl\1A., CAL.~

Hon. C. DELANO :
Dispatuh received.

3-19, 187-

Start for the north to-morrow morning.
E. THOMAS.
[Indorsement.]

Respectfu11y referred to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs
for his information.
A. S. H. WHITE,
Acting Chief Clerk.
MARCH 20, 1873.

liEADQUAR'l'ERS PEACE 00MMISSION,

Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., JJ{arch 19, 1873.
SrR: I have the honor to report that the headquarters of tbe com·
mission have been moved to Van Bremer's, a few miles closer to
lava-bed. No other commissioners have arriYed. I have rrceive<l
notice that Superintendent Odeneal bas been excnsel1 and Agent Dyer
substituted in his stead. He has not yet reported. to headquarterR. No
new feature has yet been developed si11ce last commnuication. Under
iustructious, I am acting with General Oan by, and hope to report progress in a, few days. I have not entirely abandoned the hope of surcess 1
though the prospect is not flattering. I am well satisfied that bad no
outside treachery intervened, peace would have been accomplished
already. The Modocs are informed that the authorities of Oregon
demand the men indicted. Captain ..Tack would surrender them, but
dare not. That portion of the band known as the murderers are
unwilling to trust themselves in anybody's hands. l think this might
be overcome if an official mooting could be had. But there has been no
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time since negotiat.ions opened that the commission, a~ a bod;v, could
agree to accept the terms of meeting offered by the 1\fodocs. General
Canby uoes not approve of an official visit at this time, and none can
be made. Left to my own judgment, I should ha \'e Yisited Captain Jack
in tbe lava-bed-met him on llis own terms; would now, however
dangerous it might he. rrhis communication reiterates, in part, the
subject-matter of former oues. The desire to have the situation understood is my P-xcuse.
The Department will be fully ad-vised of any changes that may transpire.
Very respectfully, your servant,

------,

Chairman Commission.
Bon. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner Indian Affairs, Wushington, D. C.

•

DEP .A.RTJ.\<IENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

1lfa rch 19, 1873.
SIR: In compliance with tbe directions of the Ron. Secretary of the
Iuterior, you are advis('d that your resig11atim1 as a member of the
special commission appointed to negotiate with the Modoc Iudians in
Oregou ~~~~~ been accepted, to date February 2G, 1873, iu accordance
with your letter of that date, tendering the same.
Mr. Mt><wha m has been uotified accor<lingly.
Very respectfully, your obedient senT<mt,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissione'i',
JESSE APPLEGATE, Esq.,
Fuirchild Ranch, Cal.

[Telegram.]
DEP .ARTMEN'l' OF 'l'IIE IN'l'ERIOR.

March 19, l873.
Re'y· E. THOMAS, Petaluma, Cal.:
You ba,Te been appointed a member of the peace commission-in
place of Applegate-to treat with lVfodocs.
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
DEP .A.RTMENT OF TilE INTERIOR,

Washington, .Jiarch 20, 1873.
MY DEAR SIR: I have received your letter of the 18th instant, giving
your Yiews iu relation to the trouble with the .Nlodocs, for whicll please
accept my tha11 ks.
It has heeo sent to the honorable the Seeretary of War, for his
perusal, with tile req nest that he will present it to the President.
Very truly, yours,
C. DELANO.
A. H. LoVE, Esq.,
Philadelphia, Pa.
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WAR DEPAR'l'l\'I:ENT,
Washington City, March 20, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose, for your information, copy of a dispatch just reeeived fmm Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, giviug the latest
information relativA to the Modoc Indians.
Very resvectfnlly, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF 'l'HE INTERIOl~.

VAN BREMI~R's, CAL., Mar·ch 17, 1873.
Gen. W. T. SHEHMAN,
Washington, D. C. :
Tdegmms of the 14th just. received. There is nothing new in the sitnatio11 of the
Modocs. Troops a,re beiug moved into positions that will make it,difticult for them to
secure egre:,s for raiding 1J11rposes; and in making these moYements the commanders
are inst,rnctt>d noL to come iu contact with the Indians. I hav-e, by this, not only to
secure thtl settlers, but to iwpress the Indians with the folly of resistance, and, by abstain!n,<~ from :firing npon or capturing any of their people, to impress a greater degree
of confidence in us than they now have. I propose to open communication with them
again in the conrse of two or three days, and have come to this place in order to prevent interference with them by persons interested in misleading them ::.tnd keeping up
their fears and distmst. I have no doubt they would consent at once to go to Yainax,
bnt that would not insure us a permanent peace, and it would have a bad effect on
neighbori11g tribes, aittl, with a little patience, I believe that a better arrangement can
be effected.
E. R. S. CANBY,
Byigaclier-General Commanding.

HEADQUAR'fERS

THE UNITED S'I.'ATES,
Washington, D. C., March 22, 1873.

ARMY OF

[Telegram dated Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., March 16, 1873.]

General W. T. SHERMAN,
Washington, D. 0. :
The squaw :::;ent into the Modoc camp returned yesterday. The excuse ma<le by the Indians for not keeping their app'bintment is, that
at the last moment their hearts failed them, and they could not bring
themselves to the poiut of abandoning theiF old homes and going to a
distant couuny. They are evidently not now in a disposition favorable
to any arrangement, although they profess a willingness to have another
talk. It will be some time before the commission can be assembled,
and, in tbe mean time, the troops will be put in positions that cover, as
far a~ po~sible, all points of egress from the lava-beds. I think that a
system of gradual compression, with an exhibition of the force that can
be used again~t them, if the commission should again fail, will satisfy
them of the hopelessness of any further resistance, and give the peace
party sufficient strength to control the whole band. Time is beeomin~:
of the gl'eatest importance, as the melting of the snow will soon enable
them to li\e in the mountains. .This will greatly iucrease the 'lifficulties
we have to contend with, as they will then break up into small parties
and cau more readily make their escape from their present location.
ED. R. S. UANBY.

Briga.dier- General Comman,ding.
[By courier to Yreka, Ca.I., .21st.j
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OF 'l'HE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
11larch ~~, 1~73.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, f1)r yonr iuforn1ation, a
copy of a communication of the 6th iustant, from the lion. L . .F. Grover, governor of Ort>gon, to this Office, with inclosed. copy of a letter to
the .i\lo1loc peace commission, under date of lOth ultjwo, containing
~uggestions bearing upon the subject about to engage their attention.
Very respectfully, your obedient servaut,

II. R. CL U.:\1,
Acting Commissioner.
Hon. SECRE'l'ARY OF 'l'HE INTERIOR.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF 'l'HE UN~TED STATES,
Washington, D. C., 11farch 24, 1873.
General E. R. S. OANBY, Commanding,
Van Bremer's Ranch, -1lfodoc Country, via. Yreka, Cal.:
Secretary Delano is in possession of all your dispatches np to ::\larch
16, and he advises the Secretary of vVar that he is so impres~ed with
your wisdom and desire to fulfil the peaceful policy of the Government,
that be authorizes you to remove from the present coullnission any
members you think unfit, to appoint others to their placPH, and report
through us to him such changes.
This actually devoh'es on you the entire management of the )1odoc
question, and the Secretary of War instructs me to con\'ey this message
to you with his sanction and approval.

W. T.

SHER1HA~,

General.
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Seeretary of \Var.
\tV. T. SHERMAN,
Genm·al.
Respectfully referred to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
for his information.
A. S. H. \VHITE,
Acting Chief Clerk.
MARCH 16, 1873.

V\~AR DEPART]IENT,
Washington City, 1liarch ~2, 1873.
SIR: I baYe the honor to inclose copy of a telegram of the 16th instant, from Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Canby, gidng the latest information relative to the Modocs.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BEI1KNAP,
Secretary of W a'r.
The Hon. the SECRETARY OF THE IN~l'ERIOR.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, D. C., Mm·ch 22, 1873.
[Telegram, dated Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., March 16, 1873.]

Gen. W. T. SHERMAN,
. Washington, D. C. :
The squaw sent into the Modoc camp returned yesterday. The excuse made by the
Indians for not keeping their appointment is, that the last moment their hearts failed
them, and they could not bring themselves to the point of abandoning their olcl homes
and going to a distant country. They are evidently not now in a disposition favorable
to any arraugement, althongh they profess a willingness to have another talk. It will
be some time before the commission can be assemhled, and in the mean ti111e tile troops
will be put in positions that cover, as far as possible, all pointsof egress from the lavabeds. I think that a system of gradual compression with an t-~xbibition of the force that
can be used against them, if the commission should a.gain fail, will satisfy tlwm of the
hopelessness of any further resistance, and give the peace part.v sufficient strength to
control the whole band. Time is becoming of the greatest importance, as the melting
of the snow will soon enable them to live in the mouutains. This will greatly increase
the difficulties we have to contend with, as they will then break up into small parties,
and can more readily make their escape from their present location.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
)By courier to Yreka, Cal., 21st.)

WAR DEP ARTMEN'l',

Washington City, 1l1arch 22, 1873.
MY DEAR SIR: I have read the letter from AU'red H. Love, esq.,
llfesident oftbe Universal Peace Union, dated the 18th instant, inclosefl
in yours of the 20th instant, relative to the Modoc difficult,r, and herewith return it.
Yours~ very truly,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secreta'ry of War.
Bon. C. DEi.-ANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

PHILADELPHIA, 1l!irdrnonth, 18, 1873.
RESPEC'l'ED FnmND: Your kind favor of the 13th instant was received on my return
from Baltimore. Had it been received before my reachiug bome, I should have been
tempted to have gone to Washington to confer with you, as yon kindly suggest. Last
l!..,riday evening a public meeting was called in this city by the Pennsylvania branch
of the Peace Society, at which t,he Modoc difficulty was freely considered, and as freely
deplored. The grave mistakes alluded to in my recent respects were unanimously
confirmed by the meeting, a report of which appeared next day in the Press. To us
the solution of th6 ma,t,ter seems so plain and simple that perhaps we forget the distanee we are removed from the Indians, and the meager reports we have; bnt we see
that there has been a want of confidence, and that want of confidence bas engendereJ
fear on each side-the natural result of going with a reserve of military and of reqniriug a snrreuder as prisoners of war as the very first proposition of peace. There is an
evident incompatibility in this. Tile peace question must be carriefl forward withont
fear and without dependence upon carnal wtapons. We would say, let such a coinmission approach the Indiant> who ha,ve no fear of death, w1th the open hand, with
food and clot,hiug to relieve suffering, and with authority to proposf~ a settlement of
difficulties, and then to av.-ait its acceptance by t,he authorities at WaRhiugton. Let
such a delegation be composefl of men and women of judgment, patience, and trne
moral courage, and there would be a satisfaf'tory adjustment of the tronhle. We feel
a delicacy about presenting our views, for you have done so well and accepted so
much that bas been proposed by the friends of bnrnauity; but we have tilong-bt tbat
in this trial-hour there was a fear of a departure from the peace principles that have
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governed you heretofore. The sympathy you express, however, ought to disarm us of
any such apprehension; and were it not that we feel so deep an interest, and so confident of success when the right plan is adopted, and the right persons carry it out, we
should not reply to your favor with these suggestions. Let these Modocs Irnow that
the military is not to interfere; that their true frieuds are there to meet them, and let
those friends be friends in spirit and in truth, and their lives will not be in danger,
and the peace of our conn try aud the judgment of your administration in this p::.,rticular will be secured.
With assured respect, your friend,
ALFRED H. LOVE.

C.

DELANO,

• Secreta1·y of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
P. S.-I have no doubt but the appointment of E. P. Smith is in every way judicious

(Indorsed:) Department of the Interior. Received March 19, 1873.
Dated March 18, 1873. Letter from A. H~ Love, Philadelphia, Pa.
Subject: In relation to measures taken to secure peace with Modoes,
&c. Action : Respectfully acknowledg·ed~ and letter sent to Secretary
of War, with personal note. March 20, 1873. Registered in Department records, vol. 9, p. 265.

DEPARTMENT OF THE lN'l'ERIOR,

.March 22, 1873.
SIR: Your communication of this date, inclosing a telegram from
General Canby, dated the 16th instant, is received.
I have so much confidence in the wisdom, discretion, and correct purposes of General Canby in regard to the execution, as far as possible, of
the President's policy and the Department's wish to procure peace, and
prevent further bloodshed with the Modocs, that I deem it my duty to
authorize General Canby to remove from the present commission appointed by this Department any member whom be thinks unfit or improper, and appoint in his place such persons as, in his judgment, should
be appointed, always expecting him to inform this Department through
the War Department or otherwise, immediately on his action.
You will please inform General Canby of the substance of this letter,
provided you are willing to allow him to use the discretion, and exercise
the power, which are hereby conferred upon him, with your approbation.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. DELANO,
Secretm·y. _
Ron. W. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.

[Telegram, dated Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., March 24, 1873.]

Col. W. D. \VHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjuta.nt-Genera.l, Washington, D. 0.:
Accompanied by Colonel Gillem, had an unsatisfactory meeting with
Captain Jack yesterday afternoon, in the neighborhood of his camp.
The result confirmed the impression previoui;ly reported, that tlle war
faction is still predominant. Captain Jack's demeanor was that of a
man under duress, and afraid to exhibit his real feelings. Important
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questions were evaded, or not answered at all. The substance of all
that could be elicited from him was that he did not want to fight, that
the Iava_-bed was a bad place, and tllat he wanted to go to his home on
Lost Hiver. He wanted all of the soldiers moved out of the country.
If anybody wanted to talk to him they must come to his camp, and if
anything was to be done for him it must be done there. The meeting
of yesterday was in part accidental, as I had not intended to communicate with Uaptairi Jack until the troops were in their new positions,
but the conference was invited by the Indians, and was accepted as
first arranged. Captain Jack aud Scar-chin John, the second chief, \vere
to have met Colonel Gillem and myself, but when we reached the place
we fonnd that the war faction bad substituted their leader for Scboncbin,
no don bt for the purpose of watching Captain Jack, and seeing that he
did uot commit himself to their prejudice.
The troops are now moving into their positions, and when they are
reached, then communication may again be opened with the .Modocs with
the hope of bett,er results.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigadier- General C01mnanding.

[By telegraph.]
DEP A..RT:NIEN'I' OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D. C., JYiarch 24, 1873.
A.

B. MEACHAM,

Fairchild's Ranch, Cal., via Yreka:
Show your instructim1s to General Caub~T· Do not insist upon Coast
reservation as permanent location if Indians will go to some other suitable place; would not insist upon their going to Angel Island as prisoners of war if they will surrender and go to a suitable reservation; do
not think those indicted should be surrendered to civil authorities for
trial for murder, provided they will surrender and go to a reservation.
Confer with General Canby, and show him this.
C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

HE.ADQUA..R1'ERS VAN BREMEN'S,
~March 24, 1873.
SIR: I llave the honor to acknowledge receipt of telegram from the
bonoralJle Secretary of the Interior of the 18th instant, giving notice of
the appointment of Re,7. E. Thomas, of Petaluma, Cal., in place of Hon.
Jesse Applegate, and also of the appointment of Agent L. S. Dyer in
place of Superintendent Odeneal. Rev. Mr. Thomas has been notified
by telegraph that a Government ambulance would meet him at Yreka,
Cal. Agent Dyer bas not yet reported.
On the 22d instant Generals Uanby and Gillem, with a company of
cayaJry, made a reconnaisRance of the lava-bed country, during which
a meeting was bad with Captain Jack. The Modocs were reserYed and
eYasive. They desire peace, but on terms heretofore reported to you~' withdrawal of troops and return to Lost River," &c. No conclusions
were arrived at. Future m~etings may be arranged for without diffi-
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culty. The commission will continue to labor for peace, with slight
hopes of succe~s. The l\iodocs do not now object to the personnel of the
commi~sion. The principal impediment is the fear that the Indians indicted by the Jackson Connty grand jury will be punished. The mili·
tary alHl commission are lalwriug in harmony to overcome distrust on
the part of the l\Iodocs. This is very difficult, because of the intervention of bad white men, who desire the war prolonged for mercenary motives.
The desire of the authorities is well understood, and no honorable
meaus will be left untried to secure the eud sought for-peace.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen·ant,
A. B. MEACRA~I,
Chairman Oo'mmission.
Hon. H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner, Washington, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF ~'liE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
_March .24, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information 1 a
copy of a communication from A. B. Meacham, esq., chairman of the
comlllissiou, under date of the 8th instant, reporting further action in
tile settlement of the l\Iodoc Indian difficulties.
Very respectfully, 3·our obedient servant,
H. R. CLU:\1,
Acting Umnmissioner.
Hon. SECRETARY OF TilE INTERIOR.

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF THE

IN~'ERIOR,

March 24, 1873.
SIR: Fearing that General Canby bas never seen the instructions to
the cou1mission, at the head of which 1\'Ir. Meacham's name stands, I
have directed 1\lr. l\1eac!Jam to exhibit these instructions to General
Cauby immediately.
By these iustruction~ it was intended that the commissioners should
not insist as a sine qua non upon the Coast reservation as a place for
locating the Indians. It was intended that their wishes should in soe1e
respect be consulted and adopted, aud hence I...~ost Ri,·er was suggested as a plac~ for their location, proYided they declined the Ooal::lt
reservation.
I wish you to direct General Canbs to see the instructions under
which tile commissioners are acting, and to consult as far as practicable the wishes of the Iudia11s in regard to a location, so that peace
may 11ot be prevented by peremptorily ins:sting that they go to some
place to which they are unwilling to remoYe. I do not t!Jiuk they
ought to be required to go to Angel Island as prisoners of war, provided their surrender can be obtained on condition they remove to some
other place.
I wish also to add that in my opinion, if the Indians oppose it, it
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should not be insisted upon that the Modocs who have been indicted
be surrendered to the civil authorities for trial.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELA~O,
Secretary.
Ron. W. W. BELKNAP.
Secretary of lVar.

[Telegram.]
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

March 24, 1873.

A. B.

JVIEACHAM,

Fairch-ild's Ra-nch, Cal., via Yreka,:
Show your instructions to General Canby. Do not insist upon Coast
reser\atiou as permanent location if Indiant! will go to some other
suitable place. Would not insist upon their going to Angel Island as
prisoners of war if they will surrender and go to a suitable reservation.
Do not think those indicted should be surrendered to civil authorities
for trial for murder, provided they will surrender and go to a reservation. Confer with General Canby and show him this.
C. DBLANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

WAR DEPAR'l'MENT,

Washington City, .March 26, 1873.
SIR: I have the honer to inclose, for your information, copy of telegram of the 24th instant, from Brigadier-General Canby, stating the
result of au interview with Captain Jack on the 23d instant.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. T. CROSBY,
Chief Cle,rk.
By direction of the Secretary of War.
The Ron. SECR.E'fARY OF THE lN'l'ERIOR.

[Telegram, dated Van Bremer's Ranch, Cal., March24, 187:3.1
Col.

W.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C. :
Accompanied by Colonel Gillem, I bad an uusatisfactory meeting with Captain
Jack yesterday afternoon in the neighborhood of his camp; the result confirmed the
impression previously reported, that the war faction is still predominant. Captain
Jack's demeanor was that of a man under duress, and afraid to exhibit his real feelings. Important questions were evaded or not answered at all; the substance of all
that could be elicited from him was that he did not want to fight; that the lant-bed
was a bad place, and that he wanted to go to his home on Lost, River. He wanted all
of the soldiers moved out of the conutry. If anybody wanted to t,alk to him they must
come to his camp, and if anything was to be done fOL' him, it; must be done there. The
meeting of yesterday was in part accidental, as I bad not intended to communicate
with Captain Jack until the troops were in their new positions, but the conference was
invited by the Indians, and was accepted as first arranged. Captain~.Jackaud Schon-
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chin John, the second chief, were to have met Colonel Gillem and myself, tnt when we
reached the place we found that tbe war faction bact snbstitnted their leader for Schonchin, no donbt. for the J:mrpnse of watching C11ptain Jack, and ~eeing that be dill not
commit himself to their prejudice. The troops ::ue now moving into their positions,
and wheu they are reached, then communica.t.ion may again be opened with the Modocs with tile llope of better results.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
B1·igadier-General Commcwding.

V\7 AR DEPAR'l'MEN'l',

lVashington Oity, .1lfwrch 29, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose, for your iuform<ttiou, a copy of a
telegram of the 28th instant, from Brigadier·Geueral 0.-tnby, repo1'ting
a conference had with the l\1odocs by Colonel Gillem.
Very respectfully, your obedient senTaut,
H. T. CROSBY,
Chief Clerk for Secretury of lV ar.
The Bon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
[Indorsement.l
DEP AR'l'MEN'r OF 'I'HE INTERIOR,

.1liarch 31, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affair~ .
.A. S. B. WHY£E,
Acting Chief Clerk.
[Telegram received at headquarters Army of the United States, Wa'jhington, D. C.,
March 29, 187:3. Dated San Frau cisco, l\farch ~8, 1873.]
Gen. W. T.

SHERMA~,

Washington, D. C. :
Your telegram of the 24th has been received. The commission as at present organJZe(l will, I think, work well. Yesterday the Modocs again invited confp,renee, mul
Colonel Gillem, who, with the party examining the lava-bed, had a short inten'il\w
with two of the most intelligent, both, however, of thep<'ace part~r. He is of opinion that
they are more subdued in tone aud more amenable to rea~oning than at the last previous interview.
I think that when the avenues of escape are closed, and their supplies cut oft or
abridged, they will come in.
ED. R. S. CANBY,
Brigaclier-Geneml Commanding.
(By courier· to Yreka, Cal.)
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Secretary of ·war.
W. T. SHERMAN.
General.

DEP AR'l'MEN'I' OF THE lN'l'ERIOR.
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

.1liarch 29, 1873.
I have the honor to transmit herewith, fo.r your information, a
copy of a communication from A. B. Meacham, esq., chairman .l\lodo0
peace commission, dated 13th instant, reporting fnrther aetion, and
iuclosing message bronght by l\Iar.y (Uaptain Jack's sister) from the
.:\fodocs, under dat<~ of the 6th instant.
Very respectfnlly, your obedient sernwt,
H. R. CL Ul\1,
Acting Commissivne~·.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.
SIR:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
April 2, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
copy of an unsigned communication from A. B. Meacham, e:sq., chairman of Modoc peace commis8ion, under date of tile 19th ultimo, reporting the condition of the Modoc difficulties.
Very respectfully, ~your o bed ieu t servau t,
H. R. CLUM,

Acting Commissioner.
The Hon. SECRE1'ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMEN1' OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Ap1·-il 7, 1873.
SIR: I llave the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a
cop;v of a connnunicat1011 from A. B. Meacham, esq., chairman of Modoc
peace commission, under date of the 24th ultimo, giving· a further
report of the condition of Modoc difficulties, and acknowledging· reeeipt
of telegram notifying him of tlle appointment of Commissioners Tbollli:tS
and Dyer, vice Odeneal <.-llld Applegate.
Very 1espectfu1ly, your obedient servant.,
E. P. SMITH,

Commiss·ione·r.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF .'l'HE IN'l'ERIOR.

[The We!::itern Union Telegraph Company.]
LAVA- BEDS, .dpl"il 7, 1873.
Hon. C. DELANO, Secreta1·y, Washington, D. C.:
_First meeting since our arrival here; Modocs insh;ted on amnest.y for all; home on Lost
River; second meeting they abandoned Lost River, demanded lava-bml for a home.
We do not believe la"lting p eace would follow settlement of Modocs in this country.
We meet them to-morrow to di~cnss only amnest.y and a new home. Tiley are wavering, and indicate willingness to talk over these terms.
A.B. MEACHAM
Chairman ·'

EXECUTIVE MANSION.
MODOC INDIANS.

Copy of telegram from General Can by, in relation to them, aud oue
from General Schofield.
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of the Interior by direction of
the President.
LEVI P. LUCKEY,

Sem·etary.
APRIL 11, 1873.
APRIL 12, 1873.
ReHpectfnlly referred to Commissioner of I1}(1ian Affairs.
A. S. H. WRITE,

Acting Chief CleTk.
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[Telegram received at hea<1qnarters Army of the United States, Washington, D. C.
April 9, 1873; cl:1ted San Francisco, Cal., April H, 1873.]

To Gen. W. T. SHERl\:IAN:
Your clispatch of yeRterda.v is received. I have the .l\Iodoc papers,
and conclude the affair is near a settlement in one way or the other. I
shall l>e glad to leave Canoy to finish it. I have nothing to add
to my le:-tters from Honolnln, except a confirmation of the belief expresse<l in that of Febrnary 13, a:s to the wishes of the Hawaiian government. They are waiting for the necessary eucouragewent from the
United States. General AlPxander and I will in dne time submit our
report as required by the Secretary's letter of June ~4.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Jllajor- General, U. S. A.
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Pre:-;irlen t.
vV. T. SHERMAN.
General.
[Telegram receh' ec1 at headquarters Army of the UHitecl States, Wa shington, D. C.,
April H, mn; dated Tnle Lake, Cal., Avril 7, 18n; ll;}' courier to Yreka, Ual, 8th.]

To Col. W. D. WnrPPLE,
Assistcmt Adjutant-General, 1Vashington, D. C. :
I have just received the papers referred uy you on the 25th ultimo.
The instructions to .Mr. Meacham, of the 24th, were shown to me, and
have not been overlooked. If the 1\lodocs surrender as pris01wrs of war
the General Go,·ernment would ba\e paramount and exclusive jurisdiction over the cases of all. The same result wonld be secure<l by treaty,
but are not treatiPs with Indian tribes prohibited hy rpeeut lpgislatiou '~
A resolution [reservation "?) within the limits of either Oalifon1ia or Uregou
woultl not bar State jurisdiction until after Its ce:-::;sion by those States,
and would have no retroacti,Te effect, and for crimes committed within
the limits of such a reser\atiou it is doubtful, nuder l\lr. Justice l\Jiller's decisions in the Kansas rem~rnltion ca~es, where the State jnris<li<~
tion would not prevail, tlw mnr<lers of citizens were committNl beyoiJd
the limits of any reservation, and within the jnrisdidion of the two
States, an<l, of com·8e, anterior to any arrangenH'llt with tlle Modocs.
I do not question tl1e right or the power of the General GoYernmput to
m<:~ke any arrangement that may be thought proper; but l think they
should make such as to secure a perma11ent pea<"e, together with liberal and just treatlllPnt, of the Indians. lu my judgment permanent
peace cannot be se<mred if they are allowed to remain in this immediate
neighl>orhood. The Modocs are now sensible that they canuot li\Te in
peace on Lost. RiYPl', and have abandoned thPir claim to it, bnt wish to
bt> left ill the lava-beds. This means liceHse to pluuder. and a strongbold to retreat to, alHl was refused. Their last propo~ition is to come
in and have the opportunity of looking for a new home not far away,
and, if they are ~-;incere in this, the trouble will soon l>e ended; but
tlwr~ has bee11 so much vacillation and duplicity in their talks that I
ha ,-e h<.'l-litatPd about 1:eportiug until some dt->fitlitt' reHult was attaine<l.
All tlw mo,~ements of the troops have l>eeu made deliberately aud eantionl:ll,Y, ~o as to a\'oid collision and to impress the ln<lim1s that \Ye h<n-e
no unfrieudly intent; thus far have sutceeded very wPil, bnt their coudnct bas given so mncb reason to appreheud that they are only tryit1g
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to gain time that I have organized a party of scouts to operate with
the troops if tuey should go to the mountains or renew hostilities.
ED. R. S. CANBY,

Brigadier- General Commanding.
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the President.
W. T. SHERMAN,

General.

[Telegram by \Vestern Union Telegraph Company, dated headquarters Modoc Peace
Conuni:ssiou. Camp Lava-Bed, south side TuleLake, April l 3, 1873.]

H. H. CLU:M,
Act'ing C01nmissioner Indian Affairs, "ft.,.ashington, D: C.:
STR: I have to report that, on the 11th instant, while this commission was holfling a council with the Modocs, by an act of unparalled and
pren1editated treacher,v on Uteir part, General Canby and Dr. Thomas
were brutally 1uurd.ered; Meacham left for dntd, and I escaped by run.
uing, five dwts being fired at me. Meacham may recover. Roseborough \Yas absent, having gone home two days previoas. The Indians
are iusolent, tiring daily on picket-lines. Peace caunot be made with
tuese men. Waiting further orders,
I remain,
L. S. DYER.
(By courier to Yreka, Cal.)

. ,
DEP AR'L'MEN T OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

April 14, 1873.

Vr ASHINGTON

GLADDEN,

Editor Independent. New York City:
An artieh~ giving history of Modoc troubles, and editorial on General
Canby, will be mailed you to-night. \\Till you keep room for it, if acceptable~ Telegraph reply.
E. P. SMITH,

Commissioner.

HEADQUARTERS CAMP SOUTH SIDE TULE LAKE, CAL.,

April16, 1873.
SIR: Since our a.rrival at the-lava bed, the commission, together with

General Can lJy, had labored. hopefully aud had apparently gained several
points over the Indians looking to a peaceful solution of t!Jis question
until Friday morning, 11th instant. We bad thwarted all their schemes
of treachery through the fidelity of our interpreter: Mrs. Hiddle, a Modoc
wornau. On that moruing terms were agreed upou for a meeting satisfactory to Dr. Thomas and General Canby~ though not to Mr. Dyar, nor
myself or the Modoc woman, General Canby remarking that they dare
not molest us, becan~e his forces commanded the situation, and Dr.
Thomas said that where God called him to go he would go trusting to His
care.
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The meeting was held according to time and place agreed. upon.
Canby, Meacham, Thomas, and Dyar, alHl eight armed instead of six
unarmed Indians, as was agreed upon. 'rhe talk was short, the Modoc
chiefs both saJ'ing that uuless the soldiers were withdrawn from the country no further talk could be had. Up to that point, the commission reaffirming tllat tlle soldiers would never be withdrawn until the difficulty
was settled, and still extending the offer of amnesty, a suitable atld satisfactor.v home, and ample provi~ion for their welfare in the future, the
reply from botll chiefs was, "take away yonr soldiers and we will talk
about it.''
General Canby assured the Indians that he was here for the protection
of both parties, and to see that the commission faithfully performed
their promises. About this time two armed Indians suduenly appeared
from the bush in our rear. An explanation \Yas asked, and Captain
Jack replied by snappiug· a pir:;tol at General Canl>y, saying in Indian
"all ready," after which General Canby was dispatched b,'i' Captain Jack
with a pistol and knife, Dr. 'rhomas by a pistol shot in the breast,
and a guu-shot in the bea<l by Boston. Meacham attempted to escape
toward camp, the former followed l>y Schonchii} Johu, and the latter by
Black Jim and Hooker Jim. Schonchin fired six shots at Meacham,
bitting him four times aud lea,'ing him for dead. Boston attempting to
scalp him, \vas deterred by the Modoc woman. Dyar escaped unhurt,
altllongh fired at three times by Black ,Jim, who was only a few feet
away, and twice by Hooker Jim, by whom he was pursued. After running about two hundred yar<ls, he turned. upon his pursuers with a small
pocket derringer, wheu the Indians turned and ran back, thus lettiug
Dyar gt>t away.
Mr. D~· ar will l>e obliged to leave in a day or two on account of
official duties, but \Ybile ht're the remainder of the commission will consult with General Gillem should any acti \'e measures be necessary on
our part.
~.,.e. believe that complete subjugation by tlle nlilitar.v is the only
method by which to <leal with these Indians.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairman .Modoc Peace Commissioners.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior.

NEW BRUNSWICK, April17, 1873.
This morning I wrote to Mr. Creswell snggestiug that it might be of
much good practice to use any material tltat would. be most likely to
drive the Modocs from their fastenings, but as by tlle morning papers
1\'Ir. Creswell is not in Washington, permit me to suggest that gas-smoke
from snlplmr, as the most sure means of forcing tlle savages out of their
lava-ltolPs.
Yours, respectfully,
A. HAMILTON.
'.rbe Ron. SECRETARY OF THE lN'J.'ERTOR.
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DEP AR'l'MEN'l' OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
April 18, 1873.
L. S. DYAR, United States India.n Agent, Camp Lava-Bed, via. Yreka,~ Cctl.,
Headquarters Modoc Commissioners :
Commission discontinued. Advise Commissioners Meacham and Rosenborough.
E. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
Charge Indian office.-EDWD. P. SMI'l'H, Commissioner.

AUGUSTA, JJfay 3, 1873.
That Modoc war is getting to be a disturbing affair.
Please refer me to the documents which give onr dealings with that tribe,
their history, &c. Suow precisely how we came to this pass with them,
and oblige,
Very truly yours, ·
L. M. MORRILL.
Hon. B. R. COWEN,
Assista,n t Secretary of the Interior.

MY DEAR

SIR~

SALEM, OREG., May 6, 1873.
SIR: Permit me to inform you that I have arrived here at home.
Since lt>aving the lava-bed my wound has been healing rapidly, and I
bope that within the next twenty days to be out nearly as good as uew .
.I purpose being iu Washington before the present month eloses, at
which time will submit my report.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM,
Chairrnan Modoc Peace Commisllion, Per B.
CoL H. R. CLUM,
Acting Comm'issioner Indian Affairs, Washington Oity, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF' THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Illay 8~ 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledg·e the receipt, by reference from
the Departn1eut, on the 6th instant, of a letter from Ron. L. l\L Morrill,
dated the 3d instant, iu which Mr. Mortill, after alluding to the Modoc
war, asks to be ref1~rred "to tue documents which give our dealings
with that tribe, their history, &c., and how precisely we came to tbis
pass with thew, and respectfully submit that the matter of the troubles
with the Modoc Indians has been twice reported upon by this Office t.o
the Department, ouce January 14 last, in reply to a resolution of the
U11ited States Senate of the 8th of the same month, and again February 7 last, in answer to resolution of the United States House of Representatives of the 3d of that month. Tile first report, with jthe ac-
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companying papers, will be found in Senate document No. 29 of the
last session of Congress.
In regard to the report of February 7 ultimo, I am not aware that
it is contained in any public document, nor do I know of any other published document than the one above mentioned bearing especially upon
the subject in question.
1\ir. MorrilPs letter is herewith returned.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. SMITH~
Commissioner.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Recretary Interior.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
May 9, 1873.
I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, reporting your condition, and making inquiries relative to the proper manner of making
up the accounts of the late Dr. Thomas for services, &c.
In reply, I have to say that the account can be made up by the administrator of the estate, including pay up to the date of his decease,
and forwarded to this Office for payment, or it can be paid by you, after
the same shall have been certified to and receipted by the administrator, care being taken that the proper sub-vouchers for the items of expense charged accompany the account, or, if impracticable to obtain
them, that the certificate of the administrator to that effect be attached
to the account.
In either case a certified copy ot' the administrator's letter of administration must accompany the account.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. SMITH,
Conunissioner.
A. B. MEACHAM, Esq,,
Commissioner, &c., Salem., Oreg.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, May 17, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for your information, copy of a
dispatch from Col. Jeff. C. Davis to Major-General SchofiP.ld, reporting
movements of the Modocs, and the capture by them of a supply-train.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

[Telegram.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION PACil<'IC,

San Francisco, Cal., May 9, 1873.
Gen. W. T. SHERMAN, Washington, D. C.:
The foll0wing dispatch from Colonel Davis just received.
J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- Geneml.

H. Ex. 122--19
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HEADQUARTERS AT TuLE LAKE, May 8.
Major-General SCHOFIELD:
I sent two friendly squaws into the lava-bed day before yesterday. They returned
yesterday, having found the bodies of Lieutenant Cranston and party, but no Indians.
Last night I sent the Warm Spring Indians out. They find that the 1\fodocs have gone
in a southeasterly direction. This is also confirmed by the attack and capture of a train
of four wagons and fifteen animals yesterday afternoon near Supply Camp, on east side
of TuleLake. The 1\fodocs in this party reported fifteen or twenty in number; escort
to train about the same. Escort whipped, with three wounded. No Indians known to
have been killed. I will put the troops in search of the Indians to-morrow, with five
days' rations.
JEFF. C. DAVIS,
Colonel Cornmanding.
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, May 12, 1873.
Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of the Adjutant-General
United States Army.
Wl\f. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant-Genera.l.
WAR DRPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, May 14, 1873.
Official copy :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant-General.

FoRT Ross, SoNOMA CouNTY,
By Duncan's Mills, June 8, 1873.

DEAR SIR : I conjure you not to be mixed with the arrangements for
the cteaths of the captured Modocs. The whole scheme has been to take
the manag·ement of the removal of these Indians from yours, the legitimate department.
In trying to digest the mixed arrangement of a" war-peace," I arrive
at the conclusion that General Uanby, a military leader, had power to
completely:control the peace commissioners.
The so-called peace commissioners, ruled by an Army general, went
with him to hold a friendly conversation with the Modocs, and offer them
as a " peace'' arrangement1st. Unconditional surrender.
2d. The future management of their lives, in exile from their ancient
inheritance, their rightful homes.
This military peace commission was backed at the very time by a
large Army force, trying to surround the Indians; having all the implements of war ready to pour into their cheerless, miserable caves, added
to which a man named McKay, with white blood and a squaw wife, had
been mustered into the service of the Government, and at the hour of
the peace conference was advancing rapidly with a re-enforcement of
seventy-five hostile Warm Spring warriors to aid the military peace commission. They, the Modocs, knew they were to surrender all they knew
of or lGved, or be killed or· captured. Your Department was too lenient
for the·p urposes designed. General Can by and Dr. Thomas disregarded
three warnings. They walked to their fate. It was sad, very sad, but
General Ganby was an old Army officer. He knew that wa.r is an art,
a science, and that in time of war all stratagems are legitimate.*
We were at war; a large force of, I suppose, forty white men to one
red man were on the ground and more still advancing. War bet.ween
the Government and the Modocs was recognized by the press, by the
people, and by military action, and you had not at the time your Jegal
controllin_g "Interior Department power." If General Canby had been
*.Except the. violation of a flag of truce. I will further on show our regard for it, and
I pray you rea,d, it attentively.
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fitted for his task, a most important and a most delicate one, he would have
reviewed the past su:ll'ering of the Modoc people; he would have known
that the art of war is teachable; that in its usages knowledge comes
by instruction and example; that we, yes, let us meet the disgrace, that
we, in the fall of 1852, sought the fathers of these, the living Modoe
chiefs; invited them to a" peace" conference; raised the white flag, the
emblem of suspended hostilities; smoked with them the pipe of peace,
in the seleeted spot of the lava-beds near .(O, strange return!) the place
uf the death of General Canby aml Dr. Thomas; and while conversing
as to future peace arrangements, Benjamin Wright, the leader of the
American force, raised his pistol, upon a preconcerted signal. and shot
down the ''Modoc" nearest to him ; simultaneously twenty pistol-shots
from his men brought eighteen Modocs writhing in their death-agony
on the rocks, and our humane" braves" bent over the persons of the expiring .Modocs, cut off their scalps, raised their two wounded fellows,
for some flying Indians had sent avenging arrows from their bows-arrows were all the lVIodocs had at that time to return for leaden bulletsand tenderly carried off their wounded on stretchers on horseback to
Yreka. Was Ben. Wright punished~ No; he was rewarded with au Indian agency. A fine specimen of Indian agency was this red-handed
assassin. Did our people at Yreka view Ben. Wright and his brother
butchers with detestation of their horrid crime ? No; they turned out
en masse to meet the returning warriors with their bloody trophies, the
Modoc scalps. They opened the hotel to entertain the assassin guests; they
sang songs, made speeches laudatory of bloody Ben. Wright. The Modoc
language is, I believe, traditional. Think you that the captured chiefs
are ignorant of the fate their fathers met under the " flag of truce )? ''
If General Canby did not know it, he was utterly unfit for the position he held. If he did know it, he knew that retaliation is the art of
war. Mr. Secretary, I do not feel that I am intruding, althoug-h I am
personally unknown to you. You have not ordered the extermination
of the Modocs. It is General Sherman who, under the authority of President Grant, commanded their "utter extermination," and sent large
military forces to effect it; and as these forces could not kill tbem in
fair fight, they then brought household treachery to their aid, and now
the military, not your Department, have the whole tribe or nation of the
Modocs in their possession. '' Let them see to it.''
Tne only moving things that are ordered for extermination are "rats;"
and now General Sherman can exterminate all the Modocs, from the
aged squaws to the infants at their mothers' breasts ; and if be is brave
enough to order this crime and not to execute it, there is a Mrs. Lydia
Sherman in some northern jail who is conceded to be the most skillful
exterminator in the States. She will doubtless come out for the work, at
the command of her namesake; of the Christian officer, who thinks "that
if they, the Indians, have wrongs, it has nothing to do with the question,'
and then, "when you are exterminating, you cannot discriminate," &c.
The favor that I ask of you is to send me promptly, as a favor, such
knowledge as is reliable, of the Ben. Wright's massacre of the Modocs
under •~a flag of truce" in the fall of 1852. Your name shall be sacred
with me. I am a lady; a reliable one. Ask my old friencl, Donn Piatt,
or my nephew, Dr. Frederick May, who I am. I am not aspiring to citizenship with negroes, nor joining in the cry to kill the Modocs, to whom
we taught treachery under the "flag of truce."
Respectfully,
Mrs. MARY L. BENHAM.
0

CoL Ul\IBUS DELANo,

Secretary of the Interior.
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DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTERIOR,
June 12, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 24th ultimo, transmitting a copy of a letter from Brevet
Major-General George Crook, of the 12th ultimo, to General Schofield,
reporting in reference to Indian affairs in Arizona, together with the
indorsement of Maj. Gen. J. M. Schofield thereon, dated San Francisco,
5th June.
By the latter portion of General Schofield's indorsement, I infer that
be intends to express the opinion that the effort to remove the Modocs
by military force, was made under the advice and at the instigation of
the superintendent of Indian affairs, T. B. Odeneal, and in opposition
to the advice of the department and division commanders.
This is the first information to this effect received at the Indian Office,
or by this Department, and, being desirous to know certainly whether
I correctly understand General Schofield, and if so, on what facts or evidence his statement is made, I have the honor respectfully to call ;vour
attention to this subject, and ask that you procure for tllis Department
the required information.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
Hon. W. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.

LTelegram by the Western Union Telegraph Company. Dated San Francisco, Cal. '
Jnne 13, 1873. Received Washington, D. C., June 14, 12.30 a.m.]

Maj. Gen. E. A. TowNSEND,
.A.djutanfGeneral U. S . .A.., Wttshington, D. 0.
I try Modoc assassins. Were Ute commissioners appointed by written commissions~ If yes, please send me official copies. Is Commissioner Meacham in Washington ~ Please reply by telegraph.
H. P. CURTIS,
Judge-Advocate.
WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, June 14, 1873.
Official copy :
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- General.

WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Washington, June 14, 1873.
SIR: I inclose herewith a dispatch just received from the judge-advocate of the military commission appointed to try the Modoc Indian
prisoners in California. Will you please furnish me by the bearer with
the necessary information to reply by telegraph to the inquiries in the
dispatch: and also a,t vour earliest convenience, with copies of the
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appointments of the Indian commissioners concerned~ If Commissioner
Meacham is not in this city, can yon inform me of his present address~
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Gene)·al.
The 00Ml\HSSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
City of Washington.

DEP ART:L\iENT OF THE IN1'ERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
June 14, 1873.
SIR: In compliance with your request,Itransmitberewithadulycertified copy of the letter addressed by this Officeto.c\..B.Meacham,esq., notifying him of his appointment as a member of the commission to negotiate with the Modoc Indiaus for an adjustment of the difficulties then
existing with them, and giving him detailed instructions in the premises.
Tlte Rev. E. Thomas was notified of his appointment as a member of
the same commission by telegram from the Hon. Secretary of the Interior, a duly certified copy of which telegram is also herewith inclosed.
Mr. Meacham is at present in·this city an<l can be communicated with
either through this Office or at the National Hotel.
Very respectfully, &c.,
E. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
Gen. E. C. TowNSEND,
Adjutant-General U.S. .A., War Department.

HEADQUARTERS, LAVA-BEDS, CAL.,
Jttne 17, 1873.
DEAR SIR: The Modoc war is over. The Modoc tribe, except five or
six, are captives. Captain Jack and several of his confederates are soon
to be tried by court-martial for the murder of General Canby and the
peace commissioners. There can be hut one verdict or result, viz, the
conviction and execution of all those participating in the murder of settlers and peace commissioners. I .have spent several days in the lavabeds and the country adjacent thereto. I have investigated, so far as I
could, the cause of the war between the whites and Modoc Indians, and
from a· careful investigation I can arrive at but one conclusion, viz, that
the- war was caused by the wrongful acts of bad white men.
In the first place, it is charged by responsible parties here, that the
Indians were compelled. to slaughter their horses for food on the Klamath reservation to keep from starving, and when the.v had no more
horses to slaughter they were then forced by hunger to seek thmr fishing grounds on Lost River, a tract of land set apart and given to them
by the Hou. E. Steele, late superintendent of Indian affairs for California. The land is valuable. Land speculators desire<l it and sought to
have the Indians removed. The l ndians say there was but one of two
deaths left to them, by starvation on the reservation, or a speedier death
by the bullet in the laYa-be<ls. They chose the latter. I am in favor
of banging all those who participated in the murder of the peace commissioners or the settlers, but humanity and justice demand an investi-
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gation of the war and its causes, from its first inception. Let us have
both sides of the question; let us have the sworn statement of the Indians, which will, I am credibly informed, be corroborated by the testimony of responsible white men. If you have the authority to order it,
direet that the testimony of all those who are likely to be convicted and
executed be taken. I regret that I have to say it, but I believe that
there never was a time since the organization of our Government that
there was as much corruption and swindling, not only of the Go·vernment and people, but the Indians, as is to-day being practiced on Indian
reservations on this coast. Mr. Meacham~ and Ron. E. Steele, managed t11e affairs to the satisfaction of the people and the Indians. I regret that they were not retained as superintendents. I do not know
who is to blame, nor do I accuse any particular agent of corruption; but
we know that wrongs have been perpetrated, and before launching these
Indian chiefs into eternity, let their testimony be taken, that the guilty
parties may be found. We have lost many valuable officers and men in
this contest; justice demands that if any particular individual or individuals are guilty of inciting the Modocs to war, that he or they should be
punished. I am willing, if you can delegate to me the authority, to aid
and assist in the investigation of all the causes and charges which may
or can be brought out before the court-martial or board, who may be
designated to try the prisoners at Fort Klamath. As the Hepresentative
of the people immediately concerned, and who have suffered most by
reasons of the war, I feel that justice demands a thorough investigation.
If I can in any way serve the Government and people in aiding or assisting the investigation, command my services by telegraph at Fort Jones.
Very respectfully, yours,
J. K. LUTTRELL,

Member Third Congressional Distt·ict.
Ron. 0. DELANO,

Secretary of Interior, Washington.

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 18, 1873.
SIR: Having been summoned by the judge-advocate to attend the
trial of the Modoc prisoners at Fort Klamath, I desire to call your attention to the necessity of having the Indian Department represented
at the approaching trial of said prisoners. Believing, as I do, that much
valuable information aud evidence may be obtained, throwing light on
the cause of the late war with the l\fodocs, it would seem to belong to
the "special commission" appointed to report on the cause of war, &c.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM.
Ron. E. P. SMITH,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, June 19, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a communication from A.
B. Meacham, esq., dated the 18th instant, referring to his summons to
attend the trial of the Modoc prisoners, and to the fact that valuable
information may be obtained throwing light on the cause of the war, in
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regard to which the late commission, of which he was chairman, waR
direct~d to report, and therefore suggesting the necessity of having the
Department represented at said trial.
In view of the facts in the case, I respectfully recommend that the
Modoc commission, so far as Mr. Meacham is concerned, be continued
until further orders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, June 19, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to request that you will furnish me with a copy
of the instructiOns issued by Commissioner P. A. Walker to Superintendent Odeneal, relative to the removal of the Modoc Indians to a reservation last fall.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMEN1' OF 1'HE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
June 20, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from
the Depart.ment, of a communication from the Ron. Secretary of War,
dated the 19th, and, in compliance with the request therein contained~ I
respectfull,y submit herewith a copy of the instructions in regard to the
removal of the Modoc Indians, addressed by this Office to Superintendent
Odeneal, under dates April 12 and July 6, 1872.
The paper referred by the Department is returned herewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H.R. CLUM,
Acting Conunissioner.
The Ron. SECRE~ARY OF THE IN1'ERIOR.

DEPARTMEN1' OF THE INTERIOR,
June 21, 1873.
SIR: In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the
19th instant, I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the instructions issued by the Office of. Indian Affairs to Superintendent
Odeneal, under dates of Aprill2 and July 6, 1872, for his gu i d~Lnce in
conducting the removal of the Modocs, &c.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. SMITH,
Acting Secretary.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF \V AR.
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WAR DEP AR'l'MEN'l',
Washington City, June 30, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose, for your information, copy of a telegram of this date from this Office to :Maj. Gen. J. M. Schofield, commanding Military Division of the Pacific, concerning the trial by military
commission of" Captain Jack" and associates, for the murder of General
Canby, Dr. Thomas, and Lieutenant Sherwood.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of War.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF 'l'HE INTERIOR.

[Telegram.]
wAR DEPART~IENT, ADJUTANT-GEXERAL'S OF.I<'ICE,

W ash'ington, June :30, 1873.
Maj. Gen. J_ M. ScHOFIELD,
San Fran0isco, Cal.:
The s~cretary of War instructs me to inform you that, by direction of the President,
you will cause no case8 whatever to be brought before the military commission except
those of the murderers of the three officers assassinated by Captain Jack and his immediate associates; three officers, being General Canby, Dr. Thomas, and Lieutenant Sherwood. And further, to hold in military custody all the other captured Indians, as
prisoners of war, to be disposed of hereafter as circumstances may warrant. Acknowledge receipt.
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Adjutant- Gene~·al.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
June 30, 1873.
MADAM: In the absence of the Secretar,y of the Interior, I have the
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your comm.unication of the 8th instant, reviewing matters concerning the Modoc war, &c.
Upon the return of the Secretary, your letter will be laid before him
for his actiou.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. SMITH,
Acti1tg Secretary.
Mrs. MARY L. BENHAM,
Fort Ross, Sonoma County, Oa.l.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
July 3, 1873.
SIR: It is possible that it may be found advisable to bring the remainder of the Modoc Indians, between two and three hundred persons,
to the Indian Territory, for their future home. They have shown a dis·
position and some aptitude for agriculture, and could probahly, with
appropriate assistance, become self-supporting in a country adapted to
the cultivation of the soil and raisiug stock. I desire your views as to
what disposition, on this proposed plan, can be best made of them. Is
there any tribe in the Indian Territory with whom they can probably be
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incorporated with consent, or, if not incorporatect, permitted to occupy
a portion of the land belonging to said tribe, and be under the care of
their agents; or can they be better placed in the Territory and attached
to some existing agency 1 These inquiries are made only in view of the
possibility that it may be found necessar_y- for the Department to reach
a deeision on short notice, as to the disposition of these Indians.
Your early attent,ion and reply are requested.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWD. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
ENOCH Ho.AG, ·
Super-intendent Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

DEAR BROTHER: At your request, I subjoin a brief statement of my
recollection, knowledge, and intercourse with the Indians since my leaving the east in the spring of 1850. Crossing the plains that summer,
while suffering much, with other emigrants, by short feed for my stock
and loss of supplies in our train, I had no trouble with the Indians.
Others did, but I saw or thought a cause with themselves, or with some
that had shortly preceded them for it.
On the south fork of the Humboldt, I, with a Mr. Smith, since dead,
went into a large village of Shoshones, to look for a ~ mule belonging to a
sick man, lying upon the plains. After considerable parley they allowed us to examine their stock, but we fonnd none to answer the description of the one wanted. We found stolen cattle, taken from a
train ten days before, but they claimed the owners of the train had commenced the aggression, and that they bad these in retaliation. They
treated us well and frankly, and we returned to our train in the eYening. This was the only incident within my personal observation while
. crossing the plains.
On arriving· at California, I located in the mines pear Shasta City,
where I worked wit.h the pick and shovel until January, 1851, when,
with Gen. Joe Lane, I came to Scott's Bar, in this country, where I
arrived in February of that year.
At the foot of Scott Valley we found a numerous tribe of Indians,
who were friendly, and came into camp, and among the rest a young
Indian of fine appearance, the brother to the chief we named Jim.
These Indians had a cnstom of wearing beads or ornaments in their
noses. A young man of the train had a brass padlock, which, unbeknown to others of us, he loeked into the nose of this young Indian in
the next evening, who considered it a fine present. 'Ihe next morning
he came into camp, his nose much swollen, and unable to relieve himself of the ornament. He applied to his supposed friend for relief
without success, when my attention being attracted to the matter, I
compelled his release, which attached him and his tribe to me until this
day.
Shortl.Y after that, with a Mr. James l\icOummings, now living, I think,
in Northern Illinois, and another man, whose name I have forgotten, I
went on a prospecting tour via Shasta Butte to the western confines of the
Mouoc country. We passed unmolested through the Shasta Indians,
then very numerous, and into the lVIodoc country, and thence hack to
Yreka. This was in March, 1851. The term Shasta is, I think, attached
to this tribe from their residence in the so-called Shasta Valley, as
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Scott~s River, Rogue River, &c., is the distinguishing term for those
living in those valleys.
When I first came here the Indians inhabiting the lower end of Scott
Valley, thence to and up the Klamath River to the eastern line of Shasta
Valley, the Sha~ta, the Yreka, and Rogue River Indians, all talked one
language, and claimed to haYe been formerly under one chief, but were
then subdivided into quite a number of tribes; the Scott's Rivers under
Chief John, (as we called him;) the Yreka Indians under Tolo; the
Shasta's under Scar-Face; the Siskiyou Mountain under Joe anc Sam.
These names were all given them by the whites. Tip Lie and the Rogue
River Indians under Sam.
The Klamath Indians, then known as the La Lakes, inhabiting that
district of country around Big Klamath Lake, and north of Klamath
River, and west of Link River, talked a language peculiar to themselves,
and also understood the jargon. The Modocs, inhabiting the country
south of Little Klamath Lake, and around Tule Lake, east of GooseNest Mountain and west of Goose Lake, also conversed in a language
peculiar to themselves, and knew but little of the jargon; those of the
Upper Scott River and the forks of the Salmon River, yet another language; those of Trinity River and Upper Sacramento, yet another. This
last tribe were more of the Digger in form and appearance ; were very
thieving in their disposition; and would commit murder for plunder
when they could come upon one by stealth. Many of our people suffered in life and property from them, although by watchfulness I passed
very frequently through their country unharmed.
They inhabited, in a<1dition to Trinity and Sacramento Uaiion, a portion of l\fcLeod or Loud River and Lower Pitt River, and were as miserable a set of Indians as I ever saw. In June, 1851, the man that
went out with Mr. McCummings and myself organized on Scott's Bar
a company to go to the !\fodoc country for horses, and took from these
Indians, as near as I now recollect, sixty head, and, as it was reportedbut of that I have personal knowledge-some children, which they gave
to their friends, for servants. In the spring of 1852, while I was in the
lower country, a difficulty arose between the Indians of Lower Scott's
Valley, on account of the murder of a white man from Scott's Bar by
Indians on Indian Creek, a tributary of Scott's River. A company
was organized, and a fight ensued, in which Captain Whipple, now of
the Regular Army, received a serious wound in th~ side. I happened
to return home at that juncture, and, in passing down Scott's Valley
alone, I found the Indians in great commotion; and, upon inquiry of them
as to the cause, hearing their version, told Tolo~ Chief John, and others to
come to me at Johnson's the next morning for a talk. Getti11g to
Johnson's, I found it surrounded by a stockade, and all the inmates iu
great fear, and also in wonderment at my coming through the Indians,
unharmed. The next morning, agreeable to appointment, the Indians
came in; claimed that it was none of their Indians that committed the
murder, but a couple of young men from Rogue River, then stopping
with thP. Shastas. They then gave me as hostages, Tolo, Jim, and
another Indian, who were to go with a company I should raise to capture t,he murderers, or, on failure, to be dealt with as I should say was
right. With our Indian prisoners or uo:::;tages we came to Yreka, where
we found the people under great fear and excitement. and it ·was with
difficulty that we could prevent an excited mob from taking our Indians,
and hanging them. Next morning, with a few more of my frienlls at
Yreka, with our Indians, we followed in the chase. Proceeding to the
canon of the Sua:::;ta River, we found all of the Indians of that branch
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of the tribe under great fear, and, after much <lifficulty, by sending Tolo
out as a runner, we got them together on this occasion. A powerful
spy-glass which I had, and of which then they had no knowledge, by
which I could see their Indians on the hills far off, had a wonderful
influenc€ on their superstition, awl aided in their control. We remained
with them all night, and during the talk learned tllat they had driven the
Indians out that had committed the offense, for fear of bringing trouble
upon themselves, and that the aggressors had gone to Rogue Ri \·er. These
Indians proposed to exchange two of their Indians, whom, they said, were
acquainted with the passes of that country, for the ones we had, and
we to continue the pursuit. Some of our men thought it was mere pretext to avoid the responsibility! but a few of us, ten in all, (one of the
number being another Indian, resolved to accept this proposition .
.Frank Merrit (now with McConnel and Mr. McMann us of Yreka,) Dr.
Thomson, (I think, now in the employ of some of the Departments at Washington, D. 0., at least he was five years ago,) and General James Bruce
of Oregon, are all that I now know the existence of that event with me.
We received two bright, active Indians whom we named Tom and
Jack, and released our other hostages and proceeded on our way to
Rogue River. On crossing the Klamath RiYer we learned that the
whole Rogue River country was in arms on account of a demand made
by Old Chief Joe of a white girl for a squaw for his son, and of his
threats if the demand was not complied with. At arriving near the foot
of the Siskiyou Mountain we met an Indian of that tribe coming over
as a messenger to the Shastas to persuade them to join the Rogne River
Indians in extermination upon the whites. As we came upon him before
he saw us, we readily surrounded him and asked an explanation of his
visit, (which was unusual,) and the meaning of his hostile attitude. He
refused to talk; when I ordered him to give up his arms and go back
with us to his tribe and the Indian agency at Rogue River, which he
:refused to do; I then told Mr. McGavlin, (now dead,) a powerful young
man, to take from him his weapons and tie his haqds that we might
take him back. Upon Mr. McGavlin's undertaking to do so the Indian
wrested a pistol from Mr. )fcGavlin and turned and shot at me, cutting
the mane from my horse's neck, and t.hen fied. He went but a short distance when a bullet sent him home. On arriving at Coles, a short distance
above, we found two men that were unarmed, that this Indian had forced
to march ahead of him until they came in sight of Coles's house, when
the Indian passed around by a circuitous route and left them. We then
continued our journey over the mountains. In the night and early in
the morning discovered an Indian on the trail, whom we took prisoner
and kept with u~. On arriving at the Mountain House on the Rogue
River side we met some gentlemen on the way to Yreka for aid, and
notwithstanding we had ridden all night, at t.heir request we pushed
on for the Big Bar, on Rogue River, where it was said the Indians had
congregated. Shortly before reaching our destination we met the Indian agent, Judge Skinner, who asked us to pass on, and came at the
river until he could come back next morning, in the hopes of adjusting
the matter. On our passage from thence to the river we met one of Joe
or Sam's sons; I do not justly know which, heavily armed, passing out
toward the other tribe. We took him prisoner and held him as a hostage with the other prisoner. On the next day the agent made his appearance. In the mean time one of our Shasta hostages had espied
across the river the two Indians that we were looking for. We found
at this point about one hundred and fifty citizens of Rogue River on one
side and between two and three hundred Indians, all well armed with
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guns, on the other side of the river. After a long parley, in which we
demanded the t.wo Indians we were after, in place of our prisoners, the
agent ordered me to give up my prisoners and all of the white men to
~tack their guns fifty paces back and ~L11ow the Indians to come into
council with their arms in their hands. This order I refused for our company to c.omply with. The Rogue River people stacked their guns, and
a large number of In<.lians came O\er and were disposed to dictate all
the terms of settlement. In a short. time it was discoYered that they
were sheltering themselves within the range of their guns, whereupon
the others on our side resumed their weapons, and in a short time the
Rogue River Company divided; one division to go on upper-crossing
aud the other to a lower-crossing, while our company should engage
the Indians at that point. As the other companies left, leaving our
small company, now increased by three or four from Jacksouville,
among whom was Mr. \Vm. Burgess, now of Nevada. The Indians assumed a hostile attitude and the fight commenced; we killing thirteen
of them and losing one man, wounded, of which he afterward died;
we charged so rapidly on the Indians that they broke and ran, and as was
supposed dispersed into the settlement in the valley, whereupon the
company from that valley immediately started to cut them off and protect tlle settlers. This left us exposed, and an open plain to cross before passing into a thicket, which the Indians disco\ered and re-crossed
the river with the purpose to ambush us there. Fortunately a gentleman
by the name of Olugget, knowing the locality and danger to us, took
shelter in the thicket and killed the foremost Indian, which created
consternation in their ranks, and we escaped. That night we guarded
the family of Mr. TeYault, now deceased, bnt whose family yet · reside
in Jacksonville. The next day it was found that the In<.liaus had
moved up to the head of Rogue Ri\er, and it was arranged for the
Oregon volunteers to take their position at the foot of Table Rock
while our comp:;wy, increased to twenty-one, of whom were \Villiam
Burgess, of NeYada, and George C. Pierson) of Boston Heights, should
pass up the river in the night and, if possible, drive the Imliaus back
the next day. Daylight found us at the head of the river, or nearly
so, and above the Indians, and we commenced beating the bush and
forcing them down until they were forced upon the company below, where the Indians called for a talk, which was had, and satisfactory terms were made without more bloodshed.
The Indians
we were after had, in the meantime, escaped and started back across
Siskiyou Mountains, to join Tip Tie's tribe. My men in the fight
captured two Indian ponies. I have been thus prolix in the statement
of this affair, inasmuch as for rendering these people this sPrdce at
that time and at tlleir request, I was branded by this agent Skinner, in
an official report, as a leader of a band of horse-thieves, who had come
over and made disturbance with Indians then in peace with whites.
Then, as I do now, under the charge of Superintendent Odeneal, I held
myself in readiness to appear before the <.listrict court of the United
States, to answer. any charge of crime they can present against me. I
did and do object to false official reports, or newspaper libelK, to blacken
my name, with whom I have not the pleasnre of a personal acquaintance. But I have digressed. After learning that our criminals had
escaped, through our Indian hostages and guides, we struck their trail
and started again, in pursuit, our company reducing itself down to its
original number. Recrossing the Siskiyou Mountains, we feU in with
Ben Wright, who, learning from a squaw with whom he was living that
the Indians had taken that course, he, with a baud of Shastas, had
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started in pursuit and intercepted and captured them. We came in
together, and took the Indians to Scott Valley, and there gave them a
fair trial, proving their identity by both white men and Indians, and
the Indian testimony and their own story~ all of which was received in
evi<leuce. One was found guilty, and the other acquitted and set at
libert.y. Our present superintendent of public instruction, Professor G.
K. Go<lfrey, was one of the jury. During our absence the people remained under great excitement, as all kind of rumors were afloat; and
our couipany was so small, and I had started into a country inhabited
by hordes of wild Indians, and those of Siskiyou Mountain and Rogue
River Valley notoriously hostile and warlike. Old Scar-Face, of the
Sbastas, learning of the difficulty at Rogue River, contrary to advice
given him when we left, had come out from the caiiou, appeared on
the mountain lyiug east of Yreka, as the Indians afterward told me, for
the purpose of letting the whites know the trouble, as the roads were
waylaid by the Indians on the mountains, so that travelers could not
pass. As soon as he was seen a wild excitement ensued, and a company started in pursuit. Scar-Face, seeing the danger, fled up the
Shasta Valley, on foot, his pursuers after him well mounted. After a
race along the hills and through the valleys for about eighteen miles,
be was finally captured and hung upon a tree, at what is now called
Scar-Face Gulch. His son, Bill, then became ehief of this branch of
the tribe, as successor to his father, in an usurped authority in the
tight, for which he had received the. wound in the face, whence the scar,
which gave him the title among the whites. Peace was then restored,
and all things seemed to be moving on finely, and I with a few others
started out to find a trail over the mountains from Rogue River Valley
to the coast. This was a very rugged trip, but was finally successful.
On coming near the coast we found a band of Indians and squaws gathering berries. We took the Indians as prisoners and held them as hostages for good behavior of their tribe during our investigations.
From them we learned that a company had been up bj~ a boat from
San Francisco exploring the bay, and had all died, or, as we believed,
been killed by the Indians, they wearing some of their clothing.
When we started back we took our prisoners up to the top of the
mountains, where we thought ourselves safe, and then sent them back,
and we returned by the way of Klamath River to Yreka, passing
through a great number of Indians, but without any tro•1hle. We had
got out of provisions, and when, at the mouth of Salmon River, we made
known our destination, to the chief, Euphippa, be took his spear and
caught us some fish, but would take no pay. Afh•rward he came to
Scott's Valley to call upon me sm eral times. After my return to the
valley the young India. us we had as hostages on the river Rent came
and desired to live with and work for me. I took Tom and kept him
until about the time of· his death, he leaving while I was at Rogue
River on business.
In 1854 or 1855 there waR one more excitement in Scott's Valley by
the whites fearing an attack from the Indians from the fact that they
had held a dance and gone back into the hills. Here it may be well to
state a. custom among all those upper country Indians, which, not being
generally understood by our people, has led to much difiicultJ-. It is
at the commencement of the fishing season, and at its close they hold
what is called a fish-dance, in which they paint and go through all the
performances of their dances at the opening and closing of war. 'l1 bey
also hold a harvest dance when the fruits and nuts get ripe, hut this is
of a more qtliet character, more resembling their sick dance, when they
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try to cure their sick by the influence of the combined mesmerism of a
circle of Indians, in which they are in many instances very successful. But to return to my subject. Hearing of the gathering of the
whites, and knowing the danger to our people and property if
a war was tben inaugurated, I got on my horse and rode to the
place of rendezvous.
After consulting it was determined to
fall upon the Indian camp at about daylight next morning, as it was
thought that at that hour they could be mostly killed and easily conquered. I returned to my house, took my young Indian, Tom, and
started, by a circuitous trail in the mountains, for the Indian camp, and
before morning had them all removed to a safe place. In a few days
all fears were quieted and harmony restored without the Joss of any
lives or dest:ruction of property. About this time a young Indian from
Humbug Creek, visiting the Scott Valley Indians, had stopped at au
emigrant camp and stolen two guns. Word was brought to me; I sent
for Chief John, and required him to bring the guns and Indian, which
he did. I tied and whipped the Indian, and then let him go. Late in
the fall, afterwards, I was sitting near the top of the mountain back of
my, then, house, witnessing a deer-drive by the Scott Valley Indians on
the surrounding hills, when I heard a cap crack behind me in a clump
of small trees. Getting up and immediately running into the thicket, I
discovered an Indian running· down the opposite slope of the mountain.
I returned to my bouse and sent Tom after Chief John, and from him
learned that when he left this Humbug was there. I directed him to
bring him to my house, which he did next morning. The Humbug Indian told me it was not the first time he bad tried to kill me, but that his
gun had failed him, and now that he and all the Indians thought that
I had a charmed life. I gave him a good talk, which impressed him
much, and then unbound him and told him to go and do well tlv~reafter.
He was never known to do a bad act afterward, but was finally killed by
the Klamath Lake Indians, about a year afterwards, in an effort to recover
some guns stolen from some people on Greenhorn Creek. All these things
tended to establish with me a great control over these Indians in these
valleys. During this time .Judge H.osborough, now our district judge,
carne up here as an Indian agent, and for a year or more made his
home with me. In his whole intercourse with the Indians he was
scrupulously careful to do exact justice toward the Indians, and compel
a like care by both our people and the Indians toward each other. This
led to a better acquaintance on my part with the Klamath Lake and
Modoc Indians, who came several times to see him. After that my business occupying my whole time, it was only occasionally that I saw any
of the Indians to hold conversation with them, and then only when
called upon to settle some difficulty among the tribe, or between them
and our people. During this time, and if my memory serves me right,
]n 1855, the Shastas, for some cause unknown to me, became hostile and
took refuge in a cave on the north side of Klamath River, and about 35
miles from Yreka. , They then were quite numerous, well armed, and
skillful in the use of the gun. Here they repulsed a large company of
volunteers, with heavy loss to the whites, and finally two companies of
regulars were driven from the field. Learning of the difficulty, and
judging the Indians were not wholly to blame, I proposed to Lieutenant
Bonicastle, theL. stationed at Fort Jones, and Judge Rosborough to
accompany me, and with Tolo and another Indian to visit their
company, and arrange terms of peace. We went and spent two
days wit.h them, before arriving· at a solution of the difficult.v.
During this time they several times pointed their guns at us with
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a determination to shoot, but as often were talked into a better turn
of mind, and :finally agreed to go and live at Fort Jones, and remain in peace with the whites. The third day thereafter was ~ettled
upon for their removal, when Bonecastle was to send a company of
soldiers to escort and protect them. In the next day a white man, who
bad a squaw at the cave, went out unknown to us and told the Indians
he was sent for t.hem, and thereupon they packed up and started for
Fort Jones with him, one day ahead of time agreed upon. On their way in
at Klamath River, about 20 miles from Yreka, they were waylaid, and their
chief, Bill, shot from behind the brush aiHl killed. They kept their faith
nevertheless, and came in, when I explained it so they were satisfied.
This was known to the Modocs and they talked of it on our last visit to
tbe cave. Occasionally thereafter I was applied to only on matters of
trifling moment and easily arranged, until my appointment to the Indian
superintendency, in the summer of 1863, for the northern district of California. In this narration I have passed over several Rogue River wars
without notice, as I bad nothing to do with them; also the Modoc war
of 1852, which took place whilst I was away at Crescent Ctty, therefore
all I know of that was hearsay; but I know it was generally known that
Ben Wright had concocted the plan of poisoning those Indians at a
feast, and that his interpreter Indian, Livile, had exposed to the Indians,
so that but few ate of the meat, and that Wright and his company then
fell upon the Indians, and killed 40 out of 47, and oue other died of the
poison afterward. There is one of the company now in the county who
gives this version, and I heard Wright swearing about Dr. Ferrber, our
then druggist (now of Valejo) selling him an adulterated article of
strychnine, which he said the doctor wanted to kill the Oayotes. That
the plan was concocted before they left Yreka defeats tlle elaim now
made for them, that they only anticipated the treacllery of the Indians.
John Shonchis was one of the Indians that escaped and in late interview
then be made this as an excuse for not comin£out to meet the commissioners. The story of the Indians corresponds so well with that I have~
fi.·equently heard from our own people, before it became so much of a
disgrace by the reaction, that I have no doubt of the correction in its
general details. At the time others, as well as myself, told Wright that
the transaction would at some time react fearfully upon some innocent
ones of our people; but so long a time had elapsed that I had concluded
that matter was nearly forgotten by all, and nothing come of it until the
night of my second visit in the cave, when Shonchis would get very excited talking of it as an excuse for not going out. The history of that
night you have probably seen as it was given by article B; the Sacramento Record and San Francisco Chronicle, for which paper he was corresponding; he was made wild; he was with me the whole time after.
A :final peace was made with the .Modocs, but the year is now ont of my
mind; but about 1857 or '58 they came to Yreka with horses, money,
and furs to trade and get provisions and blankets. On their way out
they were waylaid at Shasta River, as was claimed by Shasta Indians,
and several killed, robbed, and thrown into the river. Many of our citizens thought white men were connected with this murder, and it is
probably so. The Shasta Indians retreated; they claim that but few of
their people were engaged in the massacre, but it was mostly done by
the white people, in their negotiations for peace in the spring of 1864
mentioned hereafter.
But to return to the thread of my history. On taking possession of
the superintendency in September, 1863, I fonnd the Klamath Lakes,
the Modocs, the Shastas, in war with each other, the Humboldt and
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Mendocino Indians in war with our people, the few on the reservations
naked and dying of starvation, and truly a heart-rendering scene. A.s
soon as possible I furnished them relief; and after the second day,
none died of hunger or want,and in a short time I bad the Humboldt
war closed, the Indians, as far as desired, on the reservation and. cheerfully at work, and the next July found the products of their labor
equal to all of their wants. For the next year I was legislated out of
office by Mr. Conness, our Senator, Mr. Lincoln having refused to
remove me at his request. In the spring of 1864, on returning home
from a trip to San Francisco, I found my lot adjoining my house south
of Yreka (since burned) filled with Indians of the Modoc, Klamath,
Lake, Shasta, Scott River, Salmon River, Klamath River, and Sacramento
River tribes, numbering several hundred, and awaiting my coming.
My wife had been lecturing them upon the best way to live with each
other, and with our people, and that they were more than ready to enter
into treaties with each other, and with us; the work left for me to do
in arranging all matters was light, and two days found all happy and
friends; at this time all were so well pleased that they agreed that I
should be the chief over them all, and, when any difficulty arose among
them, that it should be submitted to me, and my decree should be
binding. This proposition came from Captain Jack, the chief of the
Modocs, and was cheerfully agreed to by all. I called quite a number
our citizens to join in the treaty, and from that day till the outbreak
of the war, they have troubled me with their difficulties, which have
generally been decided to their satisfaction. After I was removed from
office and Roseborough was on the bench, I frequently persuaded
them to go to him, as be was the Boston Tyee, and they always looked
upon him with great respect. So, among us, we have managed
to keep peace until last November. As to the charges through the
Oregon papers and the reports of Superintendent Odeneal~ that I
advised them to leave the reservation, or that I advised them to remain
off the reservation, or to resist the authorities in trying to take
back, or that I at any time gave them encouragement of being able
to cope with the soldiers; or that by any word or act of mine they
have been induced to commence or continue the war, or that I am or
have a squaw man, or that I have or had half-breed children in the
lava-beds or elsewhere, or that I have had intercourse with squaws,
or that I was a spy in favor of the Indians, advising them of the movements of troops, or that I advised them or encouraged General Can by,
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Meacham, or others to go in the lava-beds to meet
Captain Jack and tribe in council, or that I have written letters to Captain Jack or other Indians, or that I ever proposed to marry Queen Mary,
or that I ever wrote any letters of the kind certified to by Mrs. Lehira,
or that she ever saw any letters from me of the import of the one she
certified to, is simply and unequivocally false, severally and collectively.
and the authors of these several charges, whoever t,hey are or may be,
are low, contemptible cowards, spending time in secret in trying to
traduce the character of one they do not know and would not if they
should meet him on the street; and further, here, where I have been
known for twenty years, they could not find one respectable witness
that would make either of these charges, and much less swear to them or
any one of them. Now, a few words as to the facts in the cave. Some time
after Captain Jack and party had left the reservation, they called upon
me, and stated what they had clone on the reservation, (all of which
has been confirmed to me by Mr. Meacham and others,) and why they left,
claiming that, instead_of feeding them, they had been obliged to kill
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their horses for food, or starve, and instead of a pair of blankets, onl.r
one or, as they called it, half a blanket had been given to each of the
adults, an<l but a l1alf of that to each of their children, and those of a
Yery inferior quality; they looked Yery squalid and poor, more so than
I had ever seen them before or since, my advice to them, and always had
been, was to return to the reservation, and, further, that the officers would
compel them to go. They replied they would not go, and asked why the
treaty I had made with them, when I was superint,e ndent of the norther a
district of California, then supposing the State line included their village,
the fishery, was not lived up to. They said they were to give up all tlle
balance of their lands; would ask nothing for it; would take care of
themsehTes, as fish and fowl were abundant there; and that white men's
cattle might graze there and they would not disturb them: and that
when people came there to cross the river they would assist them. • I
told them tlwy had made a new treaty with the Oregon agency since I
sold their lands, and that clone away with the one. Jack said that he
diu not agree to it, but old Sconfess did; but he was no chief. But he
finally went to the reservation, as they made him such good promises,
and all his friends wanted him to go; but when he got there he said
none of their promises were kept. I frequentl,y urged upon him tlw
pmver and numl>er of our people, and that it would l>e folly to resistall to no response. I have written several letters for him to the settlers,
in which I stated his words to them, as he said that there were many
that could not talk to him or lle to them ; and that he wanted them to
know that he was determined to be a friend of the white people, anrl.
wanted to learn their way of living. Always when he came to towu,
when I was home. he called and stated his purpose in visiting Yreka,
at ·which time I would advise him uot to let his men and wom en get
''hi sky or remain in town after snudown. That some did remain and
did <lrink whh;ky is true, but they were generall.Y women that -were
claimed by and living with white men, either in the vicinity of Yreka
or on tbe frontier, and would come here and would meet with relatives
and tribes. I have neYer known Jack to take a glass of li(]uor iu my
life, and I have known him to whip his meu for taking it. After trading they uniformly come to bid me good-bye, and ask a letter. to pass
them back to their country, so that if tlle.v should meet strangers they
could show tllem that it "·as all right, and they need not be afraid.
All this put me to much trouble, but for which I recei\'ed no compensation from auy source. As for my being their attorne,y, it i
simply absurd. All my acts were in the cause of humanity, and
to avoid, if possil>le, any collision with our people, as I knew them, and
now if properly managed, there was no cause; for oue white settler
frequently came in from their country and corroborated their ~tories,
aucl all that I saw gave them a good character. In the fall of 1871, the
first time for twenty years, on my return from a business trip to Surprise Valley, in company with Mr. H. C. Tichnor, I came through the
country of the Modocs. We bad to sleep out one night, which we did
at the foot of Tule Lake. In the morning e<:trly we started for Miller's,
(since killed l>y Indians,) ten miles distant, to get some breakfast. We
found Miller out at the time, but his bouse all open, and no way to close
it up. l\1iller soon came in, and set about boiling us some eofl'ee. I
found he had a good supply of flour, bacon, beef, &c., on band and in
that open cal.Jin, and asked him if the Indians did not. steal from
him. He replied he had been there several years, and bad always left
his cabin open in that way day and night, and had never lost anything
by the Indians that he knew. That the Indians provided for themselves
H. Ex. 122--20
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by fislliug and bunting, and the only fear be bad was that the reservation people would try to remove them, and would create a war, in which
settlers would be sacrificed; for, said be, they are determined to die
rat,ber than be taken back to the reservation; and yon know bow inaccessible portions of the country are, and if an outbreak should occur it
would be a severe struggle, in which many valuable lives and innocent
people would be lost. How well he prophesied ! And he and Brotherton, both good men, and as good friends to the Indians as any, fell victims to this ill-ad vised project. Passing to the Indian village we found
only a portion of the tribe there; the balance of them went with Captain
.Tack, having come to Yreka to purchase their winter supplies. Tile few
that were there expressed a fear that the soldiers were coming after
them, and wished to know if I knew anything about it. I (lid
not, but tried to quiet their ft.•ars, by telling them that the big
chief would send a man to tell them when be wanted them
to go. Coming into Ball's ranch the like character was given to the
In<lians as by Miller, and about dusk Captain Jack and company came
and camped close by. Ou their return from Yreka, whilst talking with
Jack, he expressed fears of trouble because a white man had come and
settled iu their midst and claimed their land, and said that he was all
the time quarreling with them. I advised him to go to the soldier-chief at
Fort Klamath, and get him to furnish protection. In 1872 I came past
there again, and found the Brotbertons settled near Miller's. Mrs. B.
and the children only were at home, Mr. B. and J\1:r. M. being absent for
winter supplies at Rouge River. Mrs. B. then told me that the Indians
were ver5' muclJ excited because they had been told tltey were to be
taken back to the reservation. I remained all night. The next morning, before leaving, a squaw came along, and upon inquiry I learued
that Captain Jack and his men had gone south, and she expressed
\vonder that I bad not met him. As we did not, he must have turned
off at the road and gone to the lava-beds. Shortly before this, Mr.
Miller had been to Yreka to procure my professional services in making
application for a tract of swamp-land lying near his residence, but which
as yet had not been surveyed. I made ont his application, and sent to
Mr. Varrinm, onr county-surveyor, in accordance with our laws. After
:finishing business he spoke on the Indian matter again, and said one
:Mouroe and they \Vere having much trouble, and that Monroe wanted
their land a,nd had applied to the Indian Department to have them removed; and that he feared it would cause war; and that the Jives of
the settlers would not be safe, as they determined not to return to
the reservation. He wished to know why, as they were industrious
and peaceable, they could not be allowed to take up farms there as
others did, and remain. I told him my opinion was they could if the.v
would give up their tribal character, pay taxes, and improve the land.
He said that was what they wanted to do. I then told him I would
make the application for tllem to the department and get their answer.
f did not immediately sit down to work, as other business was
pressing, but thought I should see him the next morning; but before leisure presented he had returned home. Soon afterward the Indians came in and told me that Miller bad told them I would ask the
big chief to give the land if they would pay taxes, and which they
said they would do. I sat down and made the application, and fonud
my observation of the country they actually wanted so limited, and
their want of all knowledge of all points of the compass, that I could
not make an intelligible application. I had also jnst received a note
from the county surveyor saying be could not go out to make Miller's
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snrvey, ancl therefore I wrote to Miller the letter that was afterward
taken from his house, and by Superintendent Otleneal reported to the
Go';remment as evideuce of my guilt. The note barely stated that my
knowledge was not sufficient to euable me to make out the application,
and that I had not required the Indians to pay taxes, and that 1\lr. Varnum would not go out to make his survey, and that I would have to
send to Sac City to get a surveyor appointed, and also asking him to
send me by an Indian a description of the la11d wanted by the Indians.
I never recei,red an answer. The war was precipitated too soon, and
:Miller was not at home as I came by there, uut I then found by personal observation that the land desired by the Iudians was about three
miles long and not over a mile in width, and much of it covered by
sage-l.n'nsh, hut with a very superior fh;lter,y upon it. At the last interYiew with Captain Jack I tried to pcrsnatle him that he bad better go
to the reservation, but I must confess that it was as much to avoid
the trouble arul expense that would fall upon me in getting the
land- gf'aut through for them, as from auy other motive, as I did
not tltink any rea,sonahle superintendent wonl<l try to move them. I
yet believe tlmt if Superintendeut Odeneal had gone down there instead
of sen(ling the soldiers to surprise them in the night, all could have
been quietly settled. Now, as for Mr. Odeneal, he bas threatened my
nrosecntion. There is a court for the United States for this district
located at San Francisco, having jurisdiction of the case. He has the
Govermuent to baek him in expenses. I have to beat' my own and suffer
the lo~s of time. Now, then, if, instead of faJsc reports and libelous articles in the uewspapers, he will enter tllis prosecution, I will agree to
ventilate the wllole matter, and if I am guilty, I will cheerfully submit
to the penalty. At tllis last interview with Captain Jack, his reply was
very determined, tllat he would not go to the reservation to be starved.
I told him of the great number and power of our people, and the futility of
resistance, to which he listened with his usual stoical composure, and then
replied, '~Kill with bullet don't hurt much, starve to death burt a heap."
This was said. through the interpreter, Scar-face Charley. In all my intercourse with Indians, I have only talked or held communion with their
leadiug men, aud have never imlulged in an;y jesting or sociability with
them. \Vhen I needed one for a messenger, as I occasionall.v did, when
they were in, b.v which to send a letter to Mr. Davis or Fairchild, or
others on the frontier where there were no mail facilities, I always applied. to the chief for a man for the service. Captain Jack talks no
Eugli~h, except the names of a few articles in trade, and no jargon, and,
as far as my knowledge of him is concerned, he always brougl1t to the
conference an interpreter, and usually for that purpose Scar-face Charley. A wor{l as to the charge of treacherous disposition of tllis people.
Tltis is a charge instituted since the treacherous massacre of General
Canby aud .Me. Thomas, but uefore that no one cau point to an act of
tn"achery on tlleir part; bnt on the contrary they were kuown as a bold
and feariess people, warlike, and a dread to our early emigrants and
the snrronndiug tribes, antl very punctilious to their word, so far as I
have occasion to know. My visit to the cave was at the request of the
commb;sioners, as the I1Hlians had expressed a confidence in me and
wantetl my advice ; and I yet think hall it not beeu for a by-play at
that time I could. have persuaded them to terms, but they were frightened out of it, by the threat of hanging- on the Jackson,'ille indictment.
That tlesire for re\euge hns cost us dearly in blood. I went in the cause
of humanity at a great sacrifice of my time and at great personal risk,
asked no pay for my time, lmt did expect a return of my cash expenses
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but eYen· that has not been allowed by the Indian Bureau. :M:y con·
science is clear, and I know the blood of the murdered white men or Indians will not cry out in judgment against me. I only wish that the
war was prosecuted by those in person who are so earnestly urging it
on from the firM, instead of their remaining at so respectable a distance;
as the Indians and those men feel, I could see a war go on between
them if it could be confined to them and not have mv bowels of compassion moved much on eiU.ter side. The lava-bed is vabout four miles
wide by seven long, and the Indians in these not exceeding 100, men,
women and children, and they mean to stay there as long as they can.
The location is the mo~t inaccessible of any part of tlle world I ever
saw, and one man fairly secreted in it is more than equal to twenty
engaged in trying to ferret llim out. As for the generals that have
been engaged in prosecuting the war, General Wheaton I have not had
the pleasure of meeting, but I think under the very unfavorable circumstances of his attack, the limited knowledge of the stronghold which be
possessed, and the few men under his charge, he performed wonders and
should not have been superseded. General Gillem I kno\Y, and a
more gallant gentleman and soldier you will hardly find, and in prosecuting the war he has shown masterly skill. TIJe late massacre I
think could not properly be charged upon him, as there were men
enough there to defend themsel ''es, bad they not been taken by surprise. My advice to General Canby and the peace commissioners
on my return from the cave the last time was that all negotiations
should cease, until the Indians should become the soliciting party.
I told them further tllat my opinion was that they thought our people
afraid of them and that they were carrying ou the negotiations with
a hope to get General Canby and Gillem, Messrs. Meacham and Applegate, in their power, and iu such an eyent they would certainly kill
them all. I tlwugllt I could go, no one else could safely, anu that I
could not be induced to take the risk again. There were plenty of live
witnesses to that; yet I also met Mr. Thomas at Yreka, on his wa.v ont,
when be desired me to accompany him. I gave him the same caution,
and told him as well as I knew them, I would not feel safe in going again
to the Indians. I went out to see the Indians once after my last visit
to the cave, but General Canby and Gillem then .felt the danger so
great that they were inclined uot to let me go; but as parties claimed
there was a misunderstanding, I told them I would go to the reudez.
vous, and if all was right, I would bring them in; aud if they killed me
it would be only one instead of six or eight. To test tiJe question I
went to the place designated, found no Indians or signs; weut on aiJont
ten miles further, yet found no :Indians, and returned about dark, and
then returned to Yreka.
YREKA, ~~fay 26, 1873.

SIR : The above is a copy of a hastily prepared paper to my
brother who llad seen the charges in the Oregon papers, and feJt much
alarmed at it. In it I have only noticed the leading questions, and
those falling under my observation. With all the contradictory reports,
it will be found my judgment of the purpose of , the Indians was uniformly correct. I have been so long on the frontiers, and have seen
the Indians in their native, disgusting state, that I ·have no special regard to them, further than making out justice, and I have noue of the
poetry eutertained by many tllat do not know them. The Modocs are
generally a whiter tribe of Indians than any other I have met with.
Captain Jack is very dignified generally, and is a full-blood l\fodoc.
Scar-face Charley is one of the Rogue Rivers, of Tipue Tie's tribe, exDEAR
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tinct. I have just arranged at the suggestion of a member of Congress,
Luttrell, for all of the straggling Indians of various tribes surrouuding
ns, which so much newspaper panic has been created, to go to :Fort
Jones, military reservation in Scott Valley, and rem ail} under supervision. They are highly pleased, but they have been uudet great fear
ever since the Modoc \Va.r broke out, and were nearly starviug, from
the fact that they dare not hunt, fish, or dig for roots from fear of both
whites and Modocs. They desire a tract of country between Scott
and Shasta Valleys called Moffel's creek, a valley about twelve miles
long aud half mile wide, and that they have a little assistance of seeds
and tools, and allowed to take care of it themselves. The application
of one of the appropriations that has been made for the Shastas, but
of which they have never received a dollar, will be all that will ever be
rPquired if they have no white men put over them. They are industrious
and know how to farm; on,e of the tribe has here a farm of 200 acres
enelosed on the north side of the Klamath River, and I have advised
him to stay there. He ltas his house logs out, quite a number of fruit
trees growing, and is very ambitious, and this example inspires the
others. Were I even in moderate circumstances, so that I could offer
to go out and teach them occasionally, I could do much good; but I
am not thus favored.
Very respectfully,
E. STEELE-

To ULYSSES S. GRANT, President of the United States of America:
RESPEC'rED FRIEND: In behalf of the "Uui,rersal• Peace Union,'
having for its objects the abolition of war, and the promotion of peace
and good-will to all mankind, irrespective of sex, color, tribe, or clime,
we appear before you on this occasion, especially to speak in behalf of
a conquered people who are without schools, newspapers, post-offices,
telegraphs, the mighty instrumentalities which characterize a high ci,~il
ization.
Emerging as the people of this great nation now are out of a bloody
and expensive civil war, settling, as your administration has, vast and
important international questions by patient and peaceful arbitration
through the late Joint High Commission, we are encouraged to hope
that through you, as the Executive Head of the nation, there ma.v be a settlement of all the difficulties between the Indians on t.l1e one hand and
the people of the United States on the other.
Some of us who 11ow appear before you are of the Society of Friends.
It has been thr.ir earnest and continual desire to follow· closely in the
spirit of llim ·who said, "Blessed are the peace-makers;" who taught
mankind to observe the Golden Hule, and declared, "The son of man is
not come to destroy men's lives, but to saVf~ them ''-all of which you
have so strongly expressed in the words, "'Let us lmve peace."
In the noble example of William Penn, we bave been ta1;1ght lessons
worthy of nnivero:ml imitation. Especially was he careful that no injustice should be done tile uncultivated people who were in possession of
the lands whereon he desired to found a colouy by deeds of peace,
and where he began to build the city of Philadelphia, from which we
come to make known to you our wishes in respect to the future treatment of the conquered Modocs by the United States Go,·ernment.
However false, cruel or treacherous the Indians may haYe been, who
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are now in the power of the army of which you are the commander in
chief, we ask that they may not be brutally treated, aud that your" peace
policy" be not departed from. Among them are defenceless women and
innocent children. Should their husbands, fathers, and brothers, be
taken from th~m, they must of necessity suffer with them. God hath
made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of the earth.
Connected as the members of tbe human family are by materna 1, paternal, filial and other ties, "if one memlJer suffers, all members suffer with
it."
.
Accepting, as we trust you do, these thoughts, taking them as we do
to our hearts, the love of God and the love of man constrain us to plead
with you and to encourage you to deal considerately and mercifully with
the Indians now beld by the strong arm of military law.
We hope there is in many of tbe hearts of this great people a fmfficient amount of Christian love to institute a system of measures by which
these children of the forest may be educated and civilized.
With the vast wealth at the disposal of this Government, with the
extensive, uncultivated., and unappropriated lands that may be used for
the promotion of works of love and beneficence, we in all sincerity aHk
that our Peace Society may be afforded a full and fair opportunity to see
what may be done with the'' weapons of our warfare, which are not carnal, mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds."
We feel confident that were pure peace principles applied in the case
of the persons in whose behalf we address you, it would show the civilized and uncivilized worlds that there is in the soul of man a far mightier
and more enduring power than any of the nations of the eartll have ;yet
brougbt into use.
We improve this opportunity to affirm that in tbe judgment of our
society, to the extent your '"peace policy" bas lJeen regarded and carried out, and when distinetly separated. from its opposite, it llas been
eminently successful; and in its behalf we render you the gratitude of
our hearts, and in view of your past administration we are encouraged
to ask for further efforts on ytmr part in peaceful directions.
As it bas been in the past, so it remains in the prese11t~ a privilege and
satisfaction to approach you on matters that are very close to our consciences. Feeling that you will appreciate our desire to do everything
in our power for the good of our country, aTHl the welfare of our fellowmen, we submit that in the trial of the conquered Modocs few of the
citizens or soldiers on the Pacific coast are in such a frame of mind as
to dispassionately prosecute it; and in case of conviction there will be
haste and unfeeling executions, whi~h we most earnestly <lesire to prevent.
And we furthermore desire to speak early, before any conviction, in
behalf of executive clemency, which we trust you will interpose in such
an event; and it will, in our estimation, redound. to the glory of our
country and its civilization, and the honor of :your a<lmini~tration, if no
execution of the Modocs takes place.
We are aware that you cannot do aU your generous heart may uesire,
because of the limitations and responsibilities which necessaril,y attach
to official position; yet we feel sure that just and merciful recommEIHlations and generous suggestions, proceeding from the President of the
American nation, will find a response in the hearts uf mankind.
We are sure that a magnan(mons use of the powers vesteu in you
will be welcomed and approved b,y thoughtful persons abroad, wlw look
to our ;young uat.ion to begin and carry forward a work of justice, love
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and peace, which cannot with equal ease be now commenceu by the
older nations.
Should the now conquered Indians be in a measure civilized hy your
administration, it would mark one of the grandest epochs in the histor,y
of nations, and would be hereafter commemorated with the Genen1. arbitration, and associated with the spirit t!Jat liberated the leaders in the
late rebelliou. It llas been regarded as a pillar of strength that after
the recent war there was not a single execution of the imprisoned and
subjugated confederates.
Be assured that in the furtherance of any and all peace measures,
whether as regarding this tribe of l\fodocs or any other, yon can count
upon our hearty S.)'mpathy and co-operation.
ALFHED H. LOVE,

President.
LUOHETIA MOTT,

Vice- Presir1 ent.
T. ELLWOOD CHAPMAN,

:Treasurer.
HENRY T. CHILD, l\I. D.,
LYDIA A. SCHOFIELD,

Secretaries.
PHILADELPHIA,

Seventh month, 12, 1873.

KLA~1ATH AGENC Y, OREG.,· July 8, 1873.
Ron. E. P. Sl\fiTH,
Commissioner of Indian A..ffairs :
I have to report my arrival, on the 5th instant, at this place. The
military commission to try l\Iodoc prisoners will probably conelude itt-l
present labors within a few days. All the witnesses have testified, awl
Captain J aek will conclude his "' statement" to-morrow.
The ruling of the commission excludP,S all irrelevant ev-idence not
strictly touching the assassination. "\Vide range is allowed prisoners in
making statements. Nothing new, however, has been brought out implicating outside parties in either the matter of assassination or o{ the
origin of the war. Having no anthorit.v to examine witnesses, I am not
in condition to accomplish very much in the matter of obtaining reliable
information touching the rebellion of the l\iodocs.
I have received letter of June 21 in relatiou to funds, but noue containiug instruction or authority to investigate. I will remain here a,
few days after the military commission closes, and, unless otherwise or·
dered, will then visit my home in Salem, Oreg.
The public are dissatisfied with the present understanding in regard
to 1\fodocs who were taken into service of General Davis on promise of
protection and pardon. These four are really very bad men. The statement of prisoners on trial confirms the assertion. You will understand
doubtless that the few men referred to are not on trial. Neither are they
confined nor ironed, but enjoy the liberty of the camp at Fort Klamath.
l have no positive information on the t;u~ject, but doubt not the ci dl
authorities will make a demand on the military for two at least of the
four exempt Indians. Serious questions will probably arise, as I am of
the opinion that the military authorities will feel bound by the promises
made to the Mo<.locs referred to to protect them from trial. I do not
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believe they should be allowed to escape trial and punishment unless
the promises were made by the knowledg·e and approval of those having
full autbodty in the premises, and. even then it is unjust.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM.

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
CENTRAL SUPERINTENDENCY,
Latorence, Kans., Seventhmonth 8, 1873.
Hon. E. P. SMITH, Commissioner:
I am in receipt of Bureau letter of 3d instant, informing of the possibility of establishing the Modoc Indians (two to three hundred in number) on new homes, either incorporated with some tribe or on a reservation by themselves, adjoining some agency, and under care of same,
within the Indian Territory, and asking the opinion of this offiee thereon.
The unoccnpied lands of the Indian Territory are ample, and admirably
adapted in climate, soil, delightful rivers and creeks, timber and pasturage for pleasant settlements of such tribes as are not permanently
located. I would be pleased to have the 'Modocs occupy some portion
thereof, where the white settlers would not be permitted further to follow them. If the consent of the Confederated Peorias and Miamies
can be had, a beautiful home conld be made for them on the western
portion of the Peoria land, bordering the Neosho River and State of
Kansas. If the Peorias should decline to part with the amount required, a tract adjoining, owned by the Qua paws, could well be disposed of, as
they will never improv.e the amount they own. This location would
afford the Modocs the best surroundings to advance them in civilization,
and would be under the care of Agent Jones, where their children would
have ~ood school advantages. If unsuccessful here, a tract directly
west of the ~ac and Foxes, to be included in that agency-or adjoining
and west of the Pottowatomies-would make good homes for them. I
am, however, of the opinion, if possible, that the first-named location
would be best, both for tlle Modocs and the owners; and desire that
all the former may find tllere a home.
Respectfully,
ENOCH HOAG,
Superintendent.

DEPART~IICNT

OF THE INTERIOR,
llTashington D. C., July 9, 1873.
SIR: l{eferring to :vonr letter of the 19th ultimo, submitting a communicatioll from A. B. Meacham, esq., dated 18th June, relative to the
necessity of having the Department represented at the trial of the
l\-iodocs, &c., and your recommendation that the Modoc commission, so
far as Mr. Meacham is concerned, be continued until further orders, I
have to say that Mr. :Meacham's appointment as a member of the peace
commission, above referred to, will be continued until he shall have time
to prepare his report.
It must be distinctly understood, however, with regard to the other
commissioners, that their connection with said commission terminated
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wit.h the happening of the events which rendered further efl'orts at establishing peace unavailing, allu that no compensation is due them subsequeut to that date. (The letter of Mr. .i\Ieacham is herewith returned.)
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

DEPARTMENT OF TIIE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

July 12, 1873.
SIR: In accordance with the recommendation of this Office, under
date of the 19th ultimo, the Hon. Secl'etary of the Interior, by his letter

of the Dth instant, complied with your request of the 18th ultimo, that
your appointment as a member of the Modoc peace commission be continued until you shaJl have time to prepare your report.
The Hon. Secretary desires it to be distinctly understood, however,
with regard to the other commissioners, that their connection with said
commission terminated with the happening of the events which reu<lered further efforts at establishing peace unavailing, and that no compensation is due tllem subsequent to that date.
Vesy respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWD. P. SMITH,
Commissioner.
A. B. MEACHAM, Esq.,
Fort Klamath, Oreg.

DEP ARTl\fEN'f OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

July lG, 1873.
SIR: I have received your communication of the 8th instant, in response to Office letter of the 3d instaut, relati ·re to the probable location
of the Modoc Indians in the Indian Territory.
You state that if the consent of the Confederated Peorias and Miamis
can be llad, a beautiful home could be made for the Moqocs on the western portion of the Peoria lands, or that au adjoining tract might well be
disposed of by tbe Quapaws.
In view of the foregoing, ~·ou are directed to ascertain and report upon
what conditions the Peorias and also· the Quapaws will be willing to
receive the Modocs.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. CLUM,
Acting Commissioner.
ENocn HoAG,
Superintendent Indian Affairs, Lawrence, Kans.

MEMORIAL TO U. S. GRANT, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

At a public meeting held in Cooper Institute, June 30, 1873, by unanimous consent a memorial was adopted as the sentiment of the meeting-,
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and a committee of John Beeson and the Rev. Elijah R. Swachhavner,
and the Rev. William Williams, were appointed to present the same to
President Grant, as follows:
Your memorialist respectfully represents that he is in possession of
important facts relative to the Modoc war which are not· mentioned in
the public dispatches of either the civil or the military authorities; and
it is because of this omission b.v the governor of Oregon, in his demand
for the trial and punishment of the captured Modocs as murderers, and
because of the unseemly haste of Governor Davis to bang them, as though
Indians alone were guilty, that lawless men have been encouraged to attack and kill and rob the Indians in Montana, Wyoming, New Mexico, and
Arizona; in these 'ferritories several hundred Indians, including women
and children, have been recently slaughtered, and their property stolen;
and a general vindictive feeling, which permits such outrages, is now prevalent, in utter discordance with the highly approved sentiment," Let us
have peace," with which your administration so nobly began.
Your memorialist lwgs leave to present some of the facts which he
has gathered, partly from personal observation and partly from tile local
papers published in Oregon and California nearest the scene of the Modoc war, in which he will give ample and authentic testimony to show
that the so-called Modoc war with its sad results was owing to the conduct of the whites and to the failure of the Government to fulfill its
treaty obligations, and that, therefore, the trial and punisiJment of the
Indians are a farce and a tragedy, the truthful history of which our posterity will blush to read.
·
Captain Jack represents a community or nation that owes no allegiance to the United States, except what is implied in treaty stipulations, in accordance with ·which the Modocs were induced to Yacate their
lands around Tule Lake, witll abundance of game and fish, in exchange
for a section of country far less genial in clim.ate and comparatively sterile in soil, for which the Government was to subsist and protect and
educate them in the arts of civilized life. The Modocs complied literally
with every item in the treaty, while the Government failed in the most
important particulars. In consequence, the Modocs were compelled, by
starvation, to return to their primitive inheritance, and to depend upon
their own skill and courage in war for its possession; but they did not
commence war until a company of desperadoes stealtllily surrounded
them in the night and fired upon their camp.
Neither have they committed any act during the war which can characterize them as "savages." They warned the white settlers that they
might stay upon their land in peace, but if the soldiers came to force
them back to the reserve tl.u•y should then drive them away or kill them.
When compelled to this last resort they scrupulously avoided killing
women and children, thus giving an example which white men ought to
follovY.
In a published letter of the Ron. J. R. Luttrel, member of Congress
from the third California district, addressed to Commissioner Smith of
the Indian Bureau, "after visiting the scene of war, I am able to arrive
at only one conelnsion, namely, that the war was caused by the wrongful acts of bad white men. The Modocs were compelled to slaughter
their horses fur food; and having exhausted this means of subsistence,
were then compelled to seek the huntit;lg ~tnd fishing grounds of their
old home." Mr. Luttrel urges an investigation of the causes of the
Modoc war, and regrets to say "that there ne¥er was a time since the
organization of our Government when there was so much corruption aud
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swindling, not only against the people hut against the Indians, as is
practiced to-day upon tb~ir reservations."
The editor of tile California (Yreka) Journal of February 20, 1873,
says, that in a conYersation with A. B. Meacham, (formerly Indian
agent and one of the peace commissioners,) be was informed "that
the J\Iodocs were kf'pt ont of the Government appropriations, and that
they were robbed of the fruit of their labor, and that when they applied
for redress to their agent they were driven away with abuse, and that
if he (Meacham) was a Modoc he would fight to the last rather th<tn
return to the re8en·e."
It is the bumble oyinion of your memorialist that testimony like this
is proof that the Modocs had more occasion to proclaim their rights, and
"'to pledge thHir life and property and sacred honor," in resistance to
tyrauts, than our fathers had; and, therefore, we cannot punish or even
blame them for doing that for which we praise our fathers every fourth
of July.
There are also equally important facts which should be duly considered in connection with the so-called" treachery and murder of General
Canby and tlw Hev. J\Ir. Thoma8,"for at that last fatal iutervicw the Modocs simply asked for a place whereon to live. Canby refused this rea·
sonable request and demanded unconditional surrender, whiell was, in
the Indians' mind, equivalent to dishonorable death.
Tl.Je so-called peace commissioners were under Canby's control, and
were one-sided in their work. Therefore, to the Modoc view the whole
affair was a strategy to entrap tllem~ for which General Sherman says
"all the military arrangements were made to enforce obedience.'; A
band of Indians, equipped as soldiers, stood ready to destroy them, and
the Army were surrounding them to preveut their escape, aucl the governor of California had commissioned sixty sharp-shooters to cat them
down. ~ot only had Indians been repeatedly put to death on surrendering, but even wl.Jen aRsembled, by invitation, to make a treaty of peace,
the father of Captain Jack, with a number of his chiefs, were treacherously murdered, and the murderers wt~re honored for the ueed. So, if
Canby and Thomas had met as a peace-commission, invited by the Indians
for that purpose, aud were then, by treachery, put to death, it was, in
the Indians' view, but a just retribution for the white man's previous act,
which the ''Great Spirit required," their religion enjoining on the survivor of a murdered kinsman to avenge his death or else be considered
as a party to the wroug. But, in addition to this, under the circumstances
it seemed to them that there was no altt>rnative but for them to kill or be
killed, and that the statement in a published letter of the son of the
slain minister, "that it was the white man's, and not the :Modoc's fault,
that my father lost his life," is equally applicable to the death of General
Canby; and the subsequent murder of the captured cripples, even while
under an escort of United States troops, together with the hurr.v of
General Canby to hang the captives, proved the correctness of Captain
Jack's appreeiation of his owu position. Therefore, to subject the fate
of the Modoc chief to the decision of a military or any other commission, chosen from the party in the wrong, cannot be otherwise than extremely unjust. The fact is, there seems, to your memorialist, only two
ways by which au equitable adjustment can be made.
1st. By an arl>itration similar to that which settled the Alabama
difficulty' between America and England; for, in the eye of justice,
might gives no right to oppress the weak.
2<1 . .l.VIagnanimously confess that, as a people and Government, we
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have done wrong, and restore the survi•dng Modoc chiefs and people to
their rightful home; and as far as possible make restitntion for the
wrongs which we have done to tllem by thorough protection, with
ample facilities for progress in arts and science, and honorable commercial relations with mankind at large.
Your memorialist feels the importance of following this course, not
only as a matter of justice for the Modocs, but for all the Indian tribes,
aud also as a necessary means to counteract the demoralization of public sentiment which a long course of wrong-doing has induced. For we
stand cllarged before the civilized world, by the testimony of our own
witnesses, with having been unjust, and that it was stated by General
Sherman and his associate commissioners, five years ago, that this injustice has been the cause of all the wars which the Indians have e\er
waged against ns.
When monopolists dispossess Indians of their land, or when swindlers
defraud them of their annuities, and in consequence they become restless and dissatisfied, it is forthwith proclaimed that tbey are preparing
for war; and instead of investigation and redress, chastisement and
additional outrage is the general rule.
And in conclusion permit me again to use the excellent language contaiued in your first inaugural address: "Our superiority of strength
and advautages of civilization should make ns lenient toward tbe
Indians. TLe wrong already inflicted upon them should be taken into
the account and the balance placed to their credit."
Do this~ sir, and it will be the crowning glor.v of your life; and your
memorialist believes that God in heaven and every right-minded human
being on the earth will bless you for the deed.
Your memorialist, therefore, respectfully prays that all existing
difficulties, and all which may. occur with the Indians, may be settled
by commissioners chosen by "The National Association to Promote
UniYersal Peace" and bv the tribes whose interests ·~re concerned, and
that no agent or employ~ of any kind be sent among the lndiaus wbose
moral and intellectual faculties do not transcend the animal and selfish,
and are proved to do so by all the proclivities of a previous life.
Respectfully,
JOHN BEESON.
JULY 18, 1873.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

July 21, 1873.
SIR: Referring to the letter of introduction addressed to yon by this
Office, under date of the 1st instant, I transmit to you, herewith, for
:your action, copies of certain papers relative to the affairs of a portion
of the Indians within the limits of your distriet.
Very respectfully, :your obedient servant,
.H. R. OLUM,
Acting 001nrnissioner.

E. C. KEMBLE, Esq.,
United States Indian Inspector,
San Francisco, Cal.
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[From the New York Star, Wednesday, .July 23, 18i3.]

INDIAN AFFAIRS-NOTICE FR0}1 THE Al\IERICAN INDLAN AID ASSOCIA·
TION.

The American Indian Aid A~sociation propose to publish a series of
dissertations on the character, manners, and customs of the American
aborigines; the general misapprehension of the same by the American
people, and consequent injustice and fahm policy pursued by the latter,
consisting of:_
1. A redew of the military proceedings with the Modoc Indians
since their appeal of the 15th of May la~t; the ridiculous farce of
administering justice by erecting the gallows by General Dads before
the trial begins; the unprecedented reading to the accused 1\Iodocs
their indictment and sentence of death from the same paper; conclusive proof that the indictment consisted of a tissue of falsehoods from
beginning to end; a change of venue demanded; a protest against the
execntion of Captain Jack, or auy other Indian, by Yirtue of the
Yerdict of any court-martial organized by General Davis; any execution by virtne of any trial in which the original causes of the war and
death of Cauby and Thomas are ignored, denounced a~ murder, and all
persons indor~ing or approving of the same as accomplices.
2. The fall<H:y of assuming that the extinction of the Indian race is
O\Ying to ma1tifest destiny.
Their h.}·gienic and dietetic customs and habits so far superior to ours
that we need only to adopt t.hem to get rid of a long list of diseases
which no amonnt · of drug-treatment can remove. The consequent
better health and greater longevity of Indians than white people.
Their extinction mainly owing· to the cruel cupidity of the white people,
and the blundering method of trying to cidlize them by offerinp; them
civilization on the implied condition of their abandoning their religion
for ours, and their tribunal and communal mode of life for onr sel:fi:::;h
and slavish isolated mode of living, neither of which is necessary; and,
rather than do either, there is strong proof that every adult uneducated
Indian would prefer to die and go to !J.is spiritual hunting-grounds.
3. The moral and religious character of Amerit~an Iudiaus, as seen 1 n
their liberal treatment of the first settlers aud coutinne(lliberal divisions of lands.
General liberality to strangers and each othe
Their strict observance of r.reaties with our Government, which~ if .
broken, is first done by the white people. ·
The good order aml absence of crime, although without courts,
sheriffH, constabl<->s, or police. E\Tery Indian can assume the position of
sheriff and execute murderers; but it is eas,y to see that if such a polity
were adopted uy us, we should soon be overwhelmed with anarchy and
bloodshed.
The christianization and civilization of the Indians on the old plan
a failnre. UJJder it they have d\viudled from twelve or fourteen millions on this coutir~tmt ir~ the beginning of the sixteenth century, down
to alwut two millions at the present tillle, and from 400,000 in 1850,
down to 300,000 in 1870, in the United States. At this rate it will only
take about ~ixty years to civilize them all out of existence.
One hundred and twenty-eight thousand seven bun<lred and fifty
dollars paid, and uiue :years' missionary labor performed, to couvert one
triue. aud their chief declared not a eonvert made. Over t\VO hundred
;years' missionary labor among two tribes, seyen-eighths of whom flee
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to the western wilds to enjoy their aboriginal customs, while one-eighth
remain; but there are strong proofs that there is not a solitary Christian
~uno11g the whole of them.
Indians the only people on this continent that practice the most essential and stringent doctrines of Christianity.
Hence it follows that we stand in more need of missionaries from
thew tllan they need missionaries from us. A most respectable clergyman, who had devoted much money and a large portion of his life in
labors of charity and humanity, after visiting Indian missions, declared
that, if he hnd his way, lle would break up 8\'ery Christian mission
among the Indians. But we take a more hopeful view of the matter.
In our next we shall propose "a new method of civilization," in \·vllich,
among otber measures, we shall propose, on certain conditions, to retain
the present denominational missionaries to teach those arts and sciences
a knowledge of which is essential for the protection of Indians against
the evils of civiliz:.-ttiou, as well as his capacity for reaping its blessings.
The Graut policy and Quaker supervision demonstrated to be a great
improvement. Also, for Iudian co-operation, tribal associations, as
models for instructing white Uhristiaus how to live out tlle self-den;ying
<loctriues of their religion.

PniLADELPITIA, Eighthmonth 2, 1873.
When we bear rumors of the condition of the
l\Iodocs, we turn to you in tile coufident hope that our Government will
so manage the matter that their lives shall be sa\ed.
It is considerable llelp to our cause to ba,,e a, delay of action. Time
cures all things, aud even now there is little, if any, bitterness against
these l\1odoes. The people see the caut:le, and a reaction has taken
place.
Onr recent meeting with the President, when we presented him with
an address, which we desired should be sent to you, and whieh I trust
you have seen, gave us reason to believe that you would so manage tlJis
delicate matter as to mflintain the humanitarian character and true
granueur of the present aumiuistration. Snrely we are strong enough
to permit these persons to li,·e; and let it uever be saiu that this Goverument has taken the lives of those who have surrendered and are
peaceably disposed.
\Ve may find places for some of these l\fodocs where they will, in a
measure, be absorbed-tllat is the best thing to do-by edu.cation, &c.;
it is carrying out President Grant's idea, I tbiuk.
I clip a notice of last 8'\'euing's public meeting, wllich appeared in our
papers. It shows the feeling llere .
.Again hoping you will spare the lives of these Indians, I am your
assured friend,
ALFRED II. LOVE.
Hon. COLUMBUS DELANO,
Secretary of the Interior, 1rrashington, D. C.
RESPECTED FRIEND:

A series of resolutions setting forth tbttt the socie~y hailed with cordial sa/isfaction
the passage in the house of commo11s of the motio11 of Henry Hichard, that negotiatious he opened with all the nations of the world for a general system of arbitration,
and that ·w e earnestly commend tlw movement to our Go\·emmeut for its speedy adoption, and fnrther commend the C"Htablishmeut of a national aeadomy for instmctio11 i11
the laws of ar!Jitration, to qualify our people for the tlntit~S that may fall under a gcuoml system of substituting ariJitration for w~-u· iu the settlement of ditliculties.
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The Prrsiclent was conjnre<l to save the lives of the Modoc prisoners, and the action
of the oflkers commanding the stearnship Virginins was strongly depreeated for fnrllisbing the Cuban insurgents with deadly weapons in opposition to onr neutrality
with Spain.
It was fnrther resolved tl1at until those persons who made the murderous attack
npon the l\lodoc prisoners shall be arn~sted, it behooves the American Government to
reserYe action upon the survivors of the Modocs, and not treat one more harshly than
another. The resolutions were adopted.
Remarks bearing on ancl favorn.ule to the subjeGt of international arbitration, were
made by Alfred H. Love, Dr. Childs, a11d John M. Spear.
l\lrs. Katherine Spear read several editorials clipped from the principal newspapers of
the country, showing that tlwy strongly seconded. the af'tion of the house of commons
in tllis movemeu t.
H was then agreed to circulate for signatnres a paper petitioning the national Senate
and Honse of Hepresentati ves to take immediate measures to second the movement
inangurate ~l by the house of parliament of Great Britain, and promulgated by the
Queen, for conferriug with the various governments of the world on the s11bject of
intBrnational arbitration, lJelieYing thfbt, the suceessfnl carrying ont of this measure
will tend to the security of Jife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and a more perfect international union; will promote economy, commercial interconrse, universal
j nstice, and the general welfare ; and w bile it will ue the most potent common defense,
it " ·ill tend to insure national and international tranquillity, aml estulJlish ''peace on
earth and good will to all mankind.''
Dr. Childs stated tlmt <lmi11g the day three representatives of a colony of four thousand Russians met some of the members of the society in regard to the selection of u.
location for this colony.
These people, Le said, were very peculiar. They never quarrel, and object to war.
'I'bey live, several families togetLer, and never otler opposition to a person who takes
their property.
One of 1he representatives stated that they never were robbed of anything, and that
not any of thPm had ever been in eonrt.
They compel their children to go to school, and allow them only to lJe taught by
males.
Before returning to their native country they will visit the Presiuent, to learn
whether the colony can be exempt from doing army service.
After other remarks had been made the meeting adjourned.

LO THE POOR INDIAN !-WHAT THE A~IERICAN AID ASSOCIATION IS DOING
FOR IIni-THE CASE OF THE l\IODOCS-AN AGREEMENT AND AN APPEAL.

Some months ago there appeared, first in the Eagle and afterward in
New York papers, an appeal from the American Indian Aid Association
in behalf of the aborigines in general and tlle Modocs in particular. The
further statement is now made by the society.
On the 15th of 1\fay last the nation at large was most violently exasperated against Modoc Indians on account of their causing the death of
General Canby and Dr. Thomas. Most people were for exterminating
the Indians in general, and with a few exceptions our military generals,
the clergy, press, and even tbe board of peace commissioners advocated
the wipiug ont of the Modoc Indiar~s at any rate.
In our appeal we endeaYore<l to expose the gross misrepresentatiolls
of those IlHliaus, with which the public journals were :filled, and also
some of the atrocious wro11gs perpetrated against them by the white
settlers for the past twenty years.
'Ve opposed their surrender to State authorities, on the ground that
by treaties aud various other ways we had recognized the 1ndian tribes
as independent nations, which fact should exempt them at least from
State and territorial jurisdiction.
.
We also claimed that the underlying rauBes that prompted the l\1odocs to kill General Uanby and Dr. Thomas was their continued
wicked treatment by the ·whites, and especially the violation of the flag
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of truce in 1853, and fiendish slaughter of eighteen 1\'fodocs, including
two chiefs, by Captains Ross and Wright.
Our appeal was published in the journals, as extensively perhaps as
we could expect,, in view of the unpopular ground taken by us. We are
now most happy to announce to those who have not kept track of this
case, that a long-needed and most righteous decision has been made
by the United States Attorney-General, Williams, that by treaties and
various other ways we had recognized the Indian tribes as independent nations, by which they are exempt from State and territorial judicature; and we now can upon the friends of justice and humanit.Y to see
to it that this decision shall henceforth be the law of the land, inasmnch
as said decision does for the red men snl>stautially what President Lincoln's emancipation proclamation did for the black men.
vVe also call upon the friends of hurnauity never to forget the noble
stand maintained by President Grant and Secretary Delano against the
unprecedented intluence brought from every quarter to bear against the
defenselesR Modocs, and th::tt President Grant has thus far saved them
from the long-known merciless antlwrities of Oregon, as well as the
senseless aud blundering jurisprudeuce of G~::n. J. C. Davis, the fallacy
of which, (in accordance with our programme published Jnl.v 2.'3) we
vdll now proc('ed to fxpose. In his judicial paper dated Jnue, 1873,
of threefold capacity, viz, of complaint, indictment, and sentence, he
says to the accused:
That ever since the white man began to travel through or settle in the country occupied by them, the Modocs have been known as a merciless band of robbers and murderers. Even among your Indian neighbors you are kuow·n as a doruiueering aucl
.t yrannical tribe. Old settlers in the country report as many as three hundred murders
committed by your people, &c., &c. For tllese many crimes no adequate punishment
upon the guilty, even as a tribe or individually, &c. A few years ago, regardless of
tlwse acts of treachery, the Government gave you a reservation of land for a home,
where, if you chose, yon could have remained and e11joyed M1e annual bounties of the
Government unmolested, &c. Yon all went upon the reservation and part of your
tribe has remained; but you and your band seemed to have preferred the war-path.
You left the reservation, you spurned the kindness of the Government, and even resisted
tbe soldiers in the execution of their duty in forcing you to tbe reservation, &c., &c.
Now that I have recountcu your history n,,nd that of your tribe, the recent acts of yourself and band, I will close this interview by informing you that I have this c1ay din~cted
that you anrl yonr confederates, members of your band, be exP,entecl at sunset, to-morrow, &c. \Vhile I was preparing a list of those I intended to e:xecnte a courier arrived
from \Vasbington, sayiug, "Hold the prisoners uill further orders."

As no trial was deemed necessary, the general, it seems, deemed it
also unnece~sary to state the day of the mouth when this extraordinary
paper was issued.
To prove that this paper was made up of a tissue of fah;ehoods, we
now offer the sta,tement of Mr. Thomas K. Cree, secretary of the board
of Indian commissioners, of April 21, who says:
That onl.v sixty out of three hundred and eighteen Modocs ever assented to the
treaty of 1864; f,bat the balance, ·with Capt,a,iu Jack, refused to go on tbe reservation under that treaty; that, in 1869, Captain Jack and his baud were presnaded to
go on certain conditions, bnt which were most shamefully broken by the agents; and,
after suffering on the cold, barren mountains, and being reduced to starvation, they
were compelled to return to their home; that the Modocs were not thievish or mischievous, and gave no trouble to the white people so long as they were allowed to remain in peace, &c.

A gentleman in this city, with whom we are well acqnainterl, assures
us that he has known Mr. Thomas K. Cree from childhood, and that he
knows no man in whose Yeracity he would put more confidence than
that of Mr. Cree. For further evidence of the falsit,y of General DaYis's charges we are obliged for want of room to refer to the full report
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of Mr. Cree, published the 22d of April last, and also to our appeal
published the 21st of May last. The following questions p~rtaiuing to
this case have been submitted to four practicing jurists of this cit.y,
with their opinions appended.
1. General Jefferson C. Davis having read to the Modoc prisoners a
paper containing the complaint, indictment, and sentence, and also begun to erect a gallows for the execution of the prisoners before, and
evidently without intention of, a trial, would the law decide him compe·
tent to organize a court-martial~ They all say no.
2. Would the law decide his subordinate officers (they having approved of Judge Davis's course, and thereby formed an opinion against
the prisoners) a competent court~ Three of them say no.
3. If our Government has been in the habit of allowing our military
commanders to violate the rules regulating the use of flags of truce, as
in the published cases of General Harney in 185± at Ash Hollow, resulting in the slaughter of over three hundred Indians, the case of General
Jessup in the Seminole war, the massacre of the Indian chief Pawpaw
May, also another chief named Anatchin, hung by Colonel \Vright without tria] after voluntary surrender in Oregon in 1858; also about two
dozen Nez Perces, some only accused of stealing, hung by ~aid \Vright
without trial ; also the slaughter of eighteen 1\Iodocs by Captains
Wright and Ross in 1852, and finally, as is said, by General Canby in
taking eight instead of six armed men, as agreed upon, and contracting his cordon of troops during the truce, was Captain Jack and his
party still bound by the truce according to the laws of war~ One or
two say yes, the others say no, and that Captain Jack and his comrades had a perfect right to do as they did. The stratagem practiced
by one party thereby becomes lawful for the other.
4. The United States Attorney-General, \Villiams, having decided that
our Indian tribes are to be treated as independent nations, so far at
least as to be exempt from State and Territorial judicature, are the Modoc prisoners subject to military or the United States civil courts~
The.r all unanimously ~gree that no military court has any authority
in law to try the prisoners. The civil court of _the United States is the
only court haviug lawful jurisdiction.
As precedents, we refer to tbe patriot war in Canada in 1837, where
our citizen~, captured during hostilities, were tried by court-martial aud
shot. But after hostilities had ceased, the remaining prisoners were
tried by the civil court, and some were transported. Also t,he case of
James J. 0. Kelly, in Cuba, whose trial by court-martial was protested
against, even during hostilities, by the British consul, and he was sent
to the civil court in Spain.
From the foregoing it is quite evident that no military court has jurisdiction in this case. U is equally evident that in tbe trial at Fort
Klamath, ending about the 9th of July, the original and real causes of
the war, anrl the death of Canby and Thomas, were entirely ignored, in
obedience to public opinion in that region, showing that an impartial
jury trial could not be had there. We suggest that as the present part.v
in power are not responsible for any of the violations of the flags of
truce that we have referred to, (they all having occurred under old proslavery administrations, unless that under General Canby, the blame for
which, if true, we suspect, should be charged to his subordinates,) that
the present administration preserve the comparatively clean record of
the republican party by declaring a general amnesty for the :Modocs
and their white aggressors, liberating the former and disposing of the
Modocs as we suggested in our appeal of the 15th day of 1\iay last. Or,
H. Ex. 122=21
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if tlle prisoners are to have a legal trial, and further imprisonment.,
theu, in behalf of justice, we demand that all the survivors ot those
engaged in the slaughter of Modocs, under Wright and Ross, in 1852,
and also those who attacked Captain Jack's villages and murdered his
people in December last, be immediately arrested and placed in chains
with Uaptain Jack until both parties have a fair trial.
T. TOWNSEND,
Chairman.
·w. C. GOULD,
Secretary.
FULTON STREET, August 4, 1873.

1114 CALLOWHILL STREET,
Philadelphia, July 30, 1873.

:-

To the PRESIDENT:
HoNORED SIR: As chairman of the committee of the Universal
Peace Union, permit me to state that, since the address in behalf of
the Modoc Indians was presented and · published, the cornmittPe have
good reasons for believing that the public mind is favorably cllanging
in regard to these. persons, and although informed that some of them
have been convicted, yet it is thought by many persons that if the convicts are not immediately executed, and are kept under judicious restraint, the public will not eventually demand execution.
In the course of the conversation the committee bad with you, it was
your pleasure tu say that, unless you altered y~mr mind, it was your intention to break np that tribe by placing some on the east of the mountains, leaving others on the west. Thoughtful persons must approve of
such judicious and beneficent action on your part, and permit the committee to add that, in pursuance of your plan of action, several meetings have been held in different sections of Pennsylvania, hoping
thereby to enlist the sympathies of friendly persons in a way that some
of the captives may be brought here for education and civilization;
and it is felt that some persons mig-ht make a journey to the Pacific to
carry out this plan of action, if it were in the power of the administration to furnish railroad facilities for that purpose.
It wouJ.d aid this work to receive a message on the last-named suoject, should you deem such action on the part of the committee desirable and judicious.
The Universal Peace Union is greatly encouraged by the late action
of the British House of Commons, recorded by Her Majesty the Queen
in behalf of international arbitration, and it feels assured that you will
find satisfaction in calling attention to that peace measure in your next
message to the Congress of the United States.
JOHN M. SPEAR,
Chairman of the Peace-Address Committee to the President.

YREKA, SISKIYOU COUNTY, CALIFORNIA,
July 30, 1873.
SIR: Herewith please find petition in matter of Modoc Indians. It
is a matter I have no interest in other than any other citizen of our
country.
These Indians are used to take care of themselves, talk our language,
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and understand all kinds of farm-work. They ask the privilege, nda
name Mr. Burgess, as they have full confidence in his integrity toward
them. He can use them to advantage, and will pay them wages that
will support them welL
As to the other Indians, Captain Jack and others, whom it seems
fated must be executed, permit me to ask an interference to the extent
of working a delay until a full and fair investigation of tb~ causes of
the war be bad, as they are very important witnesses. I ask this, as
Mr. Odeneal, officially and through the Oregon papers, has persistently
attacked my character and that of others, including our district judge,
Rosborough, and we are anxious t·hat the whole matter be ventilated,
and the truth exposed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I. STEELE.
Hon. C. DELANO,
Secretary Interior.

To the Hon. C. DELANO, Secretary of Interior:
The undersigned, citizens of Siskiyou County, California, would respectfully represent that of the Modoc Indians, now held as prisoners of war, there are some thnt no
charges are made against, except open warfare against the Unitt>cl States, of which are
Scar-Faced Charley and Miller's Charley; that there are others who, fo1· services rendered as scouts in the captnrc and subjugation of the tribe, have rendered mat('rial aid
to the Government, and earned au exemption from rigorous punishment, of which are
Bogus Charley, Shacknasty Jim, Jooka Jim, a.nd Steamboat Frank, the so-called
scouts.
vVe would also state that all of these In<lians are useful farm-hancls, capable of and
fully competent intellectually to tra<le for and take care of themselves; that they have
expressed a desire to make their own living, and be no burden to the Government;
that they be allowed to seek employment for. themselves, and to enter the service of
John C. Burgess, late sheriff of Siskiyou County, Califoruia, who is a large farmer near
Yreka.
We would therefore resp('ctfully ask that they be permittefl to enter the service of
said Burgess, upon such conditions as shall be deemed advisable.
Yreka, Jnly 30, 18n.
Very respectfully, yours,
E. STEELE,
WM:. H. MOH.GAN, Slle1'iff.
JOHN A. FAIRCHILD.
H. WALLACE ATWELL, alias
BILL DADD, the Scribe.

YREKA,

July 30, 1873.

SIR: You will pardon me in troubling you with a request to defer ac-

tion on the finding of the commission appointed to try Captain Jack
and other Modoc prisoners unt1l a full and fair investigation of the
causes leading to that sad affair for which they were tried can be bad.
vVe ask that a commission be appointed, with power to send for and
compel the attendance of witnesses, who, otherwise, 'vonlct. keep very
clear of an investigating committee. We know that those prisoners
'fere tried without counsel, and before their counsel was aware that the
day of trial bad been named.
We know that the general belief is, the interpreter employed is unworthy of evidence. We know he is illiterate ; can neither read or write ;
cannot translate the idioms of our tongue; cannot even understand good
English. We know the squaw with whom he cohabits bas shielded
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ber relatives in his i11terpretiug at the expense of otllers. We know
tllat gross wrongs baYe been committed by whites on tllese Indians, and
will show them. if permitted to do so.
\Ye can aud vdll show much iu mitigation of the offenses committed
by these Modocs; will show this war was brought about by designing
nwu, tor selfish purposes; and we will show gross mi~management and
treacl1ery on the part of those whose positions should have ueen a
gual'antee of fair dealing. For these reasons, and that the fair fame of
tiome of the best citizens of this county may be cleared, and the guilty
('XIJOSt'd, we pray you to appoint an impartial commission of three rueu,
who tlo not live on tbis coast, and let us sift this matter to the bottom.
Fur the credit of the Government and tile cause of humanity, it should
not rest bere. I lJaye been in the campaign from tbe first; been in
liearly an the battles, acting as ,,·ar correspondent for the Sacramento
Recol'd, and, toward the last part, the New York Herald. I was with
the peace commission all the time; was in the cave on two embassies
"itll l\lr. Steel. Therefore I claim I have a right to know whereof I
speak. Ha-ving been on this coast for twenty-two years, having a good
lu10wledge of Indians and their ways, I cannot, in common with thousands, avoid the feeling that a great wrong has been committed and
sllould he investigatt'd, for the honor of our Government, wllicb is supposed to proteet the weak.
My address is Sacrarn·ento City.
I have the honor to remain your obedient servant,
H. WALLACE ATWELL,

"Bill Dadd, the Scribe."
Hon. C.

DELANO~

Secretary of the Interior.

WAR DEP ARTMEN1', Wasltington, D. G.
SIR: I have the honor, in the absence of the Secretar.v of War, and
by llis <lirection, to inclose, for sour information, copies of papers relative to tbe issue of clotlling to the Modoc Indian prisouers in confinement at Fort Klamath, Oregon.
The Secretary desires me to say that be appro\es the issue and deem~
it proper that it shoulu be charged to tlle Indian Bureau.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. 'f. BARNARD,

Acting Chief Clerk.
The Hon.

SECRE1'.ARY OF THE INTERIOR.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TilE LAKES,

Fm·t Klamath, Oreg., July 27, 1873.
Sm : In order to prevent disease and suffering among the Modoc Indian prisoners
uow in confin ement at Fort Klamath, Oreg., it has been found necessary to issue to
t.lwm a small quantity of clothing. A copy of the order ordering the issne is herewith
inclosed, with the request that it may receive the approval of the Department comwawl er.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FRANK WHEATON,
Lieutenant-Colonel Twenty-first Infantry, Commanding.
AssiSL\XT ADJUTANT-GE~ERAL,

Depa.rtment of the Colmnbia, Portland, Oreg.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Pm·tlauil, Oreg., August 7, U!73.
The within orders are respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army
for the consideration of the Secretary of War, (through Hea(lqnarters :Military Division of the Pacific,) with the remark that when the Modoc Indians were captured they
were in a most destitute condition, men, women, and children. I took them all to :Fort
Klamath, where they could be better cared for until final disposition. was made of
them. Humanity seemed to require that blankets and other coverin~ be issued to them
at once; this I directed to be done. General Orders No. 76, War Department, 1873,
bad not then been issued. I doubt if it bad been received at :Fort Klamath when General Wheaton issued his Special Order No. 70, (copy inclosed,) but if it had, as before
stated, the issue was doubtless required as an act of humanity. I hope the Secretary
of War will approve of these expenditures, as also the commissary stores issued to these
Indians since their capture.
They are prisoners in military charge and must be taken care of, but if it be desired
that the expenses incurred in keeping them be charged to the Indian Department, an
account of the money-value can easily be furnished.
JEFF. C. DAVIS,
B1·evet Major-General, Conunandin

Forwarded through Headquarters Military Division Pacific.
[Special Orders No. 70.)
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF TilE LAKES,

Fort Klamath, Ol'eg., July 27, 1873.
Upon the recommendation of the post commander the acting assistant quartermaster
at :Fort Klamath, Oreg., is authorized to issue to the Modoc Indian prisoners now in
confinement at that post such small quantities of clothing as can be spared from the
supply of the troops as may be necessary to prevent unusual suffering.
Damaged clothing will be issued if on hand.
By order of Lieut. Col. :Frank Wheaton :
:F. A. BOUTELLE,
Second Lieutenant Fi1·st Caval1·y, Acting Assistant .Acijutant- Geneml.

[Special Orders .Yo. 100.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oreg., August 5, 1873.
C)
Special Order No. 70, current series, District of the Lakes, Fort Klamath, authorizing the post-q nartermaster to issue to the Modoc Indian prisoners, now in confinement
at that post, such sLDall quantities of clothing as can be spared from the supply on hand,
to e-vent unusual suffering among them, damaged clothing to be issued if practicab~ confirmed.
By command of Brevet Major-General J. C. Davis:
H. CLAY WOOD,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

YREKA, CAL., August 2.
DEAR SIR : I propose going to San Francisco, to remain perhaps two
weeks, after which time I propose going to Iowa City, Iowa, to remain
two weeks. unless otherwise ordered. Telegram will find me at Russ
Honse, Sait Francisco.
If it is desirable that I shoulrl further investigate the Modoc affair,
please notify me before I start east. I have ample material for a full
report, which I propose to submit early in October next.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. MEACHAM.
Bon. E. P. SMITH.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
August 30, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communieation
from the War Department, under date of 26th instant, inclosing, for the
information of the Secretary of the Interior, copies of papers relative to
issue of clothing to the Modoc Indian prisoners in confinement at Fort
Klamath, Oregon.
In reply, your attention is respectfully invited to the inclosed copy of
a letter from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated August 29, to
whom the letter of the War Department and inclosure were . referred,
containing the views of that officer upon the subject, to the effect that,
under the circumstances, the property issued is not considered a proper
charge against the Indian appropriations.
This Department concurs in the opinion expressed by the Commissioner.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. SMITH,
Acting Secretary.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF WAR.
OCTOBER 1, 1873.
To the President :
HoNORED SIR: At a meeting of citizens held in the city of Philadelphia, this day, the following resolution was passed, and the undersigned
was requested to forward to you.
Respectfully, in behalf of the meeting,
J. l\IURRAY SPEAR.
Resolved, That whHe we are the friends of good order, and desire to encourage and
promote a high civilization, we deeply regret that the President of the United States
should have issued an order for the execution of the convicted Modoc Indians, and we
pray him to commute their punishment, and ask that he place them in positions which,
while the lives of citizens may be protected, theirs may be' preserved, and efforts be
made for their education and civilization.

CONCORDVILLE, DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA,
Ninthmonth 11 ,1873.
ESTEEMED PRESIDENT : I am a member of the Society of Friends,
for which, however, I do not claim to be a saint, but if rightly knowing
my own mind, I have a strong desire for the advancement of truth and
practical righteousness.
I presume thou hast reqeived many letters in relation to the Modocs,
and I do not wish to be in any way troublesome, but as I sat in meeting
this morning the subject of thoRe prisoners arose before my mind, and
it seemed to impress me so forcibly that I believe it to be right to lay
the case before thee, hoping thy judgment in the matter (be it what it
may) will be for the very best.
It appeared to me that the Government that bad shown so much adyancement in Christian charity in its treatment of those lately in rebellion against it should not now be stained with the blood of a few
miserable savages; poor, ignorant, and deluded, yet, withal, men and
brothers in the sight of the Infinite Creator of us all. And the proposition came before me which I will state, in a spirit of love, for thy consideration.
It is that those prisoners may be sent to some island or place of se-
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curity for the rest of their lives, with or without some of the rest of
their tribe, and that some one or more be sent with them to have
charge oYer them; that endeavors be used to enlighten them in the better way of life, and awaken in their hearts that sense of truth and right
which will lead them into a condemnation of their previous course.
Now, though I have a good home, am surrounded with a family whom
I love, and have no desire for preferment in political affairs, yet should
there be no one more suitable, nor willing, to undertake the task, my
name is at thy command, for, as undesirable to me as is the undertaking, I
would much rather do it than to see the Christian name and power of
this belo\Ted nation lowered in the sight of God and man.
Very truly,
LEWIS PALMER.
U.S. GRANT.
NINTHMONTH 24, 1873.
P. S.-Since writing the above, I have deferred sending it, hoping it
would not Le required of me, but I now seem to feel it right to send it.

L. P.

l Indorsement.]

EXECUTIVE MANSION,
September 26, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of the Interior, by direction of
the President.
LEVI P. LUCKEY,
Secretary.
DEPARTMENT

THE INTERIOR,
September 27, 1873.
Respectfully referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Q. A. PEARSON,
Acting Chief Clerk.
OF

SAN FRANCISCO, 0AL.,
September 19, 1873.
Ron. En. P. SJviiTH, Comrniss·ione·r, Washington:
I hay-e consulted Governor Booth. V\-"'" e recommend that the matter
be intrusted to us. Secret-Service Department will gjve information,
when instructed, to Colonel Fenuniyer. My address for fourteen days,
42 Tehamay street, San Francisco.
A. B. MEACHAM.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Ninthnwnth 19, 1873.
DEAR FRIEND: I have come down this morning in the hope that the
President was here, or would be soon, in order that l might present a
petition to him in person; but finding he is not in the city, and not expected soon, I indorse the petition to thee, and will be greatly obliged to
thee if thou wilt place it in a channel by which it will he brought to his
notice at an early day.
Very respectfully, thy friend,
BENJ. HALLOWELL.
C. DELANo, Secretary Interior.
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To ULYSSUS S. GRANT, President of the United States:
The memorial of the undersigned, the executive committee on the Indian Concern
of Baltimore Yearly Meeting of the Society of Friends, respectfully represents:
That we feel new sympathy with thee in thy responsible position, and deep solicitude for the result of thy action in the case of the Modoc prisoners, sentenced to be
hung on the 3d of next month. We rejoice that their destiny rests in thy hands. We
feel assured that thou bast fully informed thyself of all the circumstances, and that
thou wilt extend to them every element of justice and humanity which the law will
admit.
We feel it right to revive a statement of General Houston in the United States Senate years ago, to the effect that his experience, in a long and extensive iutercourse with
the Indians, had convinced him that every outbreak of the Indians against the whites
was preceded by g1·eatm· outrage and cruelty by the whites agaiust the Indians.
To this experience of General Houston, the late conduct of the Modocs forms no exception. Witness the account of the violation of a" flag of truce" in 1852, and the
slaughter of a number of Modocs, including two chiefs, by Captains Ross ttnd Wright .
.But we need not recite instances to thee. Our desire is, simply, that thou mayst be
encouraged fearlessly to do what thou believest to be right, by these unhappy people,
regardless bf all consequences and remonstrances; and the course we have grouud for
believing thou wilt pursue.
We will sustain thy action, be it what it m3Jy, feeling assured it will be the best that
thy official duty to all concerned will permit. We may add, however, that if thy decisinn shall be in favor of ext,ending the fnllest Execntive clemency to the prisoners, it
will not only rejoice our own hearts, and the hearts of those we represent, but we believe it will ultimately, when all the facts shall be disclosed, receive the warm approbation of the friends of humanity throughout the world.
With sincere respect, we are, thy friends,
BENJ'N HALLOWELL.
B. RUSH ROBERTS.
RICJ-IARD T. BENTLEY.
SANDY SPRING, MARYLAND, Ninthrnonth 13, 1873.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

September 27, 1873.
SIR: I have received your letter of the 15th instant, in regard to
matters connectetl with your late superintendency, inclosing your
vouchers for extra expenses incurred in the Indian service.
I note your observations concerning the erroneous views of the board
of Indian commissioners and of Hon. F. A. Walker, late Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, relative to your action in connection with the Modoc
difficulties.
The history of the Modoc war, which you say you have written.
doubtless contains many interesting particulars, and I should be pleased
to see a copy of it when you have it published.
I have referred your letter and vouchers to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for his· consideration and report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.
F. B. ODENEAL, Esq.,
Salem, Oreg.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

.August 29, 1873.
SIR: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by reference from
your Department, of a letter, under date of the 26th instant, from the

329

MODOC \YAR.

'Var Department, inclosing copies of papers relative to the issue of
clothing to the :Modoc Indian prisoners in confinement at Fort Klamath,
Oregon, and stating that the Ron. Secretary of War deems it proper
that said issue should be charged to this Dureau.
Jn reply, I have to say that, under the circumstances, the property
issued as aforesaid is not considered as a proper charge against the Indian appropriations. The said Indians are under the control of the
War Department as prisoners of war, and whatever expense there may
be incurred in clothing or in feeding them should, in the opinion of this
Office, be borne by that Department.
The papers in the case are herewith returned.
Very.respectfnlly, your obedient sen?ant,
E. P. Sl\IITH,
Commissioner.

llon. C.

DELANO,

S ecretary Interior.

DEPAR1')1ENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIR~,

September 23, 1873.
SIR: I haYe the honor to call attention to tile late massacre bv white
persons of Modoc Indian prisoners in Oregon, and respectfully uto suggest the propriety of some action being taken to arrest and punish the
persons engaged therein. I inclose herewith copy of a telegram from
A. B. J\leacham to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated San Francisco, Cal., the lOth instant. This telegra m is in reply to one addressed
to Mr. Meacham, asking him to designate a suitable person to detect
and arrest the rnurderm s. lle suggests, in this telegram, that tile matter
be intrusted to the United States Secret-Service Department.
In compliance with this suggestion, I respectfully recommend that
the matter be laid before the Treasury Department, with a view of having
the necessary instructions given to the proper pr.rson in charge of the
United States secret-service in the Pacific court, and that this Office be
advised of tbe action taken in the premises by that Department.
Very respectfully, your o1Je(1ieut selTant,
H. R. ULU11I,
Acting Commissiona.

The Hon.

SEC RETARY OF THE I~'l'EUIOH.

DEP .ART)IE XT OF ~l'IIE lNT.ERIOlt,

October 31, 1873.
SIR: I haYe the houor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter of this
date from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, recommending the detail
of Lieut. Melville C. Wilkinson to proceed to Fort :McPherson and take
charge of the Modoc prisoners at that place, and attend to their transportatiou to Quapaw agency, in the Indian Territor.v; and respectfully
request that said recommendation be carried into e.tf'ect.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

The lion. SECRETARY
B. Ex. 122--22

OF WAlt.

·-
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FouT

NEBR.,
)r'm•ember 1, 1873.

l\fcPnERSON,

P. S11II1'II,
Indian Commissione)·, 1Yashington, D. C.:

ED,Y.A.RD

l\Io<locs consist of thirt,y-nine men, fifty-four women, sixty children.
Detailed report by families forwarded to Department headquarters
October 30.
J ..J. REYNOLDS,
Colonel 1'hi1·d Cavalry.

w .A.R

DEP .A.RTJIENT'

lrashington City, Nove'mber 1, 1873.
Sn~: In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, inclosing copy of a
letter of same date from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, recommending the detail of Lieut. Melville C. Wilkinson to proceed to Fort
:McPherson, and to take charge of the Modoc prisoners at that place
and attend to their transportation to the Quapaw agency, in the Indian
Territory, I have the honor to jnform you that I have aJ)proved the
recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Aff'airs, and the necessary orders will be at once issued by the Adjutant-General.
Very respectfully, your obetlient servant,
Wl\I. vV. BELKNAP,
Secretary of lf' ar.
The lion. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEl'AR'l'JIENT OF 'l'IIE INTERIOR,

Decembe·r 17, 1873.
SrR: I haYe the honor to transmit herewftlt a special estimate for

appropriations of funds to subsist anti properly care for the 1\Iouoc
Indians that ha\Te been removed to, and are now residing within the
limits of, the Indian Territory, during the fiscal year ending June 30,
1874. The amount required is $15,000.
I also transmit a copy of a letter, dated the lGth instant, from the
Commissioner of Indian Aff'airs, and accompanying copy of a commnIlication, dated the lOth instant, from Cyrus Bede, chief clerk to the
superintendent of Inuian affairs, central superintendency, reporting the
necessity for furnishing the Indians referred to with subsistence, clothing, &c., for the purchase of wllich an appropriation is asked; an<l,
agreeably to the recommendation of the CommiRsioner, the estimate js
respectfully submitted fol' the fa,~orable consideration aml action of
Congrl"ss.
Yl"ry respcctfnlly, yom· obetlient serntnt,
C. DELANO,
Secretary.

The

SPEAKER.

of the lioww of Represen:atit'C8.
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